3aTeM MUHUCTPH ONWH 3a JPYT'UM BBIXOJUIIM BIIEPEN, YCTHO 00elmast BHAETUTh cepedpo U 3epHO.
Craprlii *MIIEpaTOp MaXHYJ PYKOH, JaBasi 3HaK 3apaHee MOATOTOBIIEHHOMY YMHOBHUKY 3allMCHIBATh
BCE Ha OyMare, a caM, pa3MepPeHHO I1aras, BEPHYJICS K TPOHY, HaXMypuJl 6pOBU U CTaJl BHUMATEIbHO
CITyILIATE.

[Tocne YMHOBHHMKOB HACTaJla yepey HaJ0XKHUIl ¥ KMIIePAaTOPCKUX HAacIegHUKoB. Korma BhIIIIa
HaJloXKHUIa [JyaHb, BHE3aIlHO BCIILIXHYJI XOJIOMHBIN CBET, YCTPEMUBIIUICS IIPSIMO B CTAPOT0
uMIIepaTopa.

CTyn ¢ pe3KuM CKpexKeToM Irpoexar 1o nojy. CTapeiii uMiepaTop pedIeKTOPHO OTIIaTHYJICS Ha3af
BMECTE CO KPECJIOM.

PykaB HayoxHUIE [JyaHbs OBICTPO METHYJICS B CTOPOHY, ¥ ONUH 3a OPYTUM U3 HETO BEUIETEIN
CTPEJIbl, OTJIUTHIE U3 XOJIOOHOT0 XkKeJjie3a, HalleJIeHHbIe IPSMO B CTaporo UMIepaTopa.

Bcé aTo mpour3o1io B ogHO MrHOBeHMe. HanmoxHula [IyaHb CTOS/Ia CIUIIKOM OIM3K0 K CTApOMY
MMIIEPATOPy, ¥ IPUCYTCTBYIOIINE JIUIIbL HHCTUHKTUBHO IIOJHSAJY I'Jla3a, KakK IIepBas CTpea C
JeIsTHEIM 07IECKOM y2Ke O0Ka3allaCh y CaMOT0 ero IIepPeHOCHUIIa.

[TouTu B Ty Ke CEKYH[Y, KOTfa OBIJI BHINYIIEHH XKeJIe3HbIE CTPEIIbI, IPYTOoH, emle 6omee OBICTPHIH
3eJIEHBIY CBET YCTPEMUIICS BOOTOHKY, & 3aTeM pa3faiiCh 3BaHUS SucCessive yoapoB. X0 pa3HeCIoCh
1I0 OTPOMHOMY 6€3MOJIBHOMY 3aJly, IIOBTOPSSICh KPYT 3a KPYTrOM U ITPOHUKAS IPSIMO B CEPJLia BCeX
IPUCYTCTBYIOLIUX.

LI3un XKaub cxkasna nanblel, Habmogas, Kak He(pPUTOBEIM TEPCTEHD C U3YMPYAHBIM OTIMBOM,
BBICKOJIb3HYBIINY U3 pyKaBa YxkaHCYHb LluMy, mocienoBaTeIbHO HAKPHUT TPU CTPEJIH, BEIIYIIEHHEIE
HaJloXKHULeH [lyaHb, 1 OTOMI UX B CTOPOHY.

B3rnsmel Bcex ymanu Ha IepCTeHb CO CTPejlaMH, JieXkalllie Ha II0JTy, a PSIOM TUXO0 IIOKOUIIaCh
He(pHUTOBas MOABECKA C (HUOTIETOBHIM IITHYPKOM.

PacmmmpeHHBIE 3payKy CTAPOr0 UMIIEpaToOpa PE3K0 CY3UIUCh. ET0 JHII0, CTaBIIee CEPEIM U
HAMPSKEHHBIM, JIUIIb YyTh Paccaabuioch, Kak HamoXHUIIA [lyaHb C OCTPOM 30JI0TOH IIMUIBKOH B
PYKe yzKe CHOBa Opocuiach Ha HETO.

Ceppoua Bcex CHOBa 3amepnu B ropre. [1su LI3MHCYH, KOTOPBIM BCIPHITHYJI C MECTA B TOT MOMEHT,
KOTZla HaJioXXHulla [JyaHb BCKHHYJIa PyKaB, yX&Ke IOAJIeTeNl K Hell U pBaHYJICS XBaTaTh €€ PYKY CO
[ITIHATTBKOM.

B vckpax MONTHUY pa3facst CyXod XPYyCT JTOMAOLIENCs KOCTH. Pyka HanoXHUIEL [[yaHb
HEeCTECTBEHHO BHIBEPHYJIACh B pyKax [1a# LI3uHCYHa, a 30710Tast WIMUIbKA, TpeqHa3HavyaBIIasics As
CTaporo UMIlepaTopa, BOH3UJIACh el IPSIMO B JIEBYI0 CTOPOHY I'PY[IH.

I'maza Li3un XKaub cy3unuck. YEpHEIE, KaK TYLIH, T'ycThie 6poBu [1ai L[3uHCYHa cllerKa COBUHYIIHUCE,
OH C JIETKUM yOUBJIEHUEM pa3KaJjl IaabLbl. Teno HanoXHULE [JyaHb 6eCcCUIbHO PyXHYJIO Ha 1on. OHa
13 IOCTIeOHUX CUJI CMOTpesla Ha nongbexasinyto YkaHCyHb L{luuyHb, IPUOTKPELIA POT, CJIIOBHO XKeJas
YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO TaK U He IPOPOHUB HU 3BYKa, 3aKpHLjIa Iia3a.

Bce B 3ase ObIIH HACTOJIBKO ITOTPSICEHHI YePeIor COOBITHH, YTO [IOT0e BpeMs HUKTO He MOT
IIeBeNIbHYThCA. ['TTyO0KO HaXMYypHUJIICS U CTaphiii KHSA3b [[3IHE.

YkaHCYHB LIUMY B JIMHHOM 3€JIEHOM IIJIaThe CTOs/Ia HEMIOBUKHO, CIIOBHO KHMBOIIKMCHOE TTONOTHO. Eé
riny0oKue U SICHBIE T71a3a OBIIM IT0X0XKY Ha T'yCTYI0 TEMHYIO HOYb 3@ OKHOM — CIIOKOMHEIE, HO B



TAUJIUCh HEMTPOHUIIAEMOH TIIyOuHe.

JIu1o cTaporo UMIepaTopa, BCE 9TO BPpeMsi OCTaBaBIIeeCs HAMPSIXKEHHEIM, MEHSIJIO BEIpaxkeHue. Ero
OCTPHIH, KaK YV OpJia, B3TJISM He BhIJaBajl HUKAKUX 9MOIui. [ToMoT9aB HEMHOTO, OH IIPOH3HEC:

— IlycTh neperecyT Teno HamoXKHUIE [lyaHb BO ABOpeL [lyaHbU U MOXOPOHAT B MOAXONALINY JEHb.

Cpasy XKe BO IBOD BOILIIY CJIyTH, HO, YBULEB HaJIOXHULY [lyaHb, KOTOPYIO YKaHCYHb LIM4yHbL KPEIIKO
IpuXkuMasa K cebe, OHU PaCTEPSIIUCh U He 3HaJIM, YTO [IeJIaTh.

— BocbMas npuHIiecca 6ygeT BpeMeHHO 3aK/IioueHa IMofl CTPaXky B POIOBOM... — CTaphId UMIIEPATOP
TIPUIIYPUIICS, 3aAyMUMBO IO Ha YKaHCYHDb LIMuyHb.

L13un XKaHb MOPrHya, OIyCTUB PECHULIB, YTOOB CKPHITh HACMEIINTUBLIY OJlecK B Iy1a3ax. 3HAYUT, Y
CTaporo UMIlepaTopa yxe IMOSBUIUCH TO03PEHUS.

— Oren-uMiepaTop! — BAPYT pa3fascs rojgoc YxkaHcyHb LluMy, KoTopas 4o 3TOr0 CTosIa
HeIofBUXKHO. E€ rnasa, CJI0BHO paccess TyMaH, 3acusinu. OHa mepebuia cTaporo uMiepaTopa:

— PopoBoii xpaMm TaBHO He PEMOHTUPOBAJICS, 9TOX 3UMOU OH He BBIZIEpKaJl TSXKeCTU CHera, U Ha I0ro-
3amafiHOM yTJIy IOSBUJIUCH TPEIIUHHL. f yKe nopy4una MUHUCTEPCTBY Pad0T 3aHATHCS PEMOHTOM.

B cepamax MEUHUCTPOB IIPOCKOJIL3HYJIO JIETKOE yAKUBIIeHUe. BhIJI0 04eBUAHO, YTO MOMBITKA YOUNCTBa
uMmnepaTopa KOs HanmoxHuen [lyaHb KaK-TO CBI3aHa C HeJaBHUM BHIKUA[BIIIEM AParoleHHOu
HaJIOoXKHUIE JIu. Y BOT eBsiTasl MpUHIlECCa, KOTOPas BCerfa gepKaiach 0COOHSKOM, BOPYT
BMeIllaJIach, IBHO XKejas 3aliuTUTh YKaHCYyHb LIU4yHb.

l13uH 2KaHb TOXKe MONHSATA I71a3a. E€ YUCTHIM U SICHBIU B3TJISAT IePECEK OTPOMHBIN 3a/ U
octaHoBuiICcsa Ha YxkaHcyHb Llumy. Ha MrHOBeHUe el 10Ka3asioCh, YTO OHA yXBaTUJla KaKyl0-TO HUTh,
HO OLIyIIeHue TyT XKe YCKOJIb3HYIIO.

Crapblit ©MIIEpaTOp ITOMOJTYaI, He IIPOSIBIISAs THEBA U3-3a IPEPBAHHOTO YKa3a, a IPOJOJIXKUI B TOM
XKe fyxe:

— B TakoMm cnydae, IyCTh OHa OCTAeTCs IOl apeCTOM BO ABOPIlE [IyaHbH.
— W Bam Goblile He HYZKHO CTOSITh, BCE CBOOOTHHEI.

CTapBIfI HMIIepaTop, CJIIOBHO HOCTapeBH.II/Iﬁ Ha OEeCsATKH JIeT 3a OOWH OEeHb, IIPDX BCTABAHUU CJIETrKa
IMOKA4YHYJICSA, HO yOep2KaJll BEIPaXKEeHue JINIla U YCTaJI0 MaXHYJI DYKOI;I

MI/IHI/ICprI IIeperiauyanucCsh, IMOJIHbIEe OOTaJOK XU TPEBOT'H, U CKJIOHUJIUCE B IIOYTUTEJIEHOM IIOKJIOHE.

HMmepaTpulla, BCE 3TO BPEMS CUMEBIIAS MOJTYa, OKMHYJIa B3TJISIIOM BEIHOCHMOE TEJI0 Hal0XKHUIIBI
IlyaHs ¥ TOXe IIOOHANACh C MeCTa.

YskaHcyHb LIUXyH IOOOIIEN K IepegHel YacTu 3alia, MOJHSI HePUTOBYIO MTOABECKY C (HDHUOJIETOBLIM
IIIHYPKOM, B3TJISIHYJI Ha JIeKallui PSOOM U3YMPYIHBIN TePCTeHb, HAKJIOHUJICA U 1ofo6par u ero.

Houb Gbly1a HACTOJIBKO XOJIOOHOM, YTO, KAa3aJI0Ch, M3 BO3AyXa MOXKHO OBITIO BeIKATH BoAy. LI3un 2KaHb
C 3aKPHITHIMU TJIa3aMU IIPUCIIOHUIIACH K CJIerKa MOKaYMBaIOIIeCsl CTEHKe KapeThl, YYBCTBYS TO
y4YalléHHOE, TO 3aMe[JIEHHOe IbIXaHue CTaporo KHA3s [[3IuHS.



— Oii, meB4YOHKA! f1 BCE HUKAK HE MOTY MOHSATh. [laxe eclii HaloXHUIA [IyaHb IeHCTBUTEIIBHO
3aMelllaHa B fiejie C BEIKUOBIIIEM AParoleHHOW Hal0XKHUIE JIu, 3aueM el OBIIO TaK CIIEIIUTh C
TIOKYIIIeHNEM, [a eIllé U 3Has, YTO yciexa He Oynet?

Crapslit KHSI3b [[91UHE Iepran ceds 3a 6opony U XMypuna 6pOBH.

LI3un XKaHb 3HaNa, YTO OH MPOCTO PACCYKAAET BCIyX, U He OTBETHUIA.

W mefiCTBUTENBHO, CTAPBIN KHS3b [[3I1[UHb BOPYT 3allUIIE]:

— A MoXeT, y HaJoXKHUITH [IyaHb Obl7la BECKas MPUYKWHA, UM KTO-TO €€ 3aCTaBUIT?

[13un 2Kanb BHE3aIHO OTKpPHIIA r1a3a. OHa IMOHSJA, YTO 3TO OBIJIO 3a OILIyIleHKMe, KOTOPOe OHA
TOJIBKO YTO yJi0oBuJja!

— Ou!

YBupes, uto Li3un 2KaHb pe3Ko OTKphIIa Ifla3a U yxkKe cobpanach BHIIPHITHYTh U3 KaPETH, CTaphIi
KH$13b [[3I[MHb BCTPEBOKUIICS, CXBATUII €€ 3a Kpail OfeK /bl ¥ IPUKPUKHYII:

— ThI, IeBUYOHKA, MOJIYMIIB, a IIOTOM BOPYT copBasiack ¢ Mecta! Kyga Tl Tak moxkapom?

— BosBparmaiics Bo gBOpel] OOUH, MHE HYKHO Ha3af, B baocsu! — ckasana Li3un 2Kanb, oTOMBas
PYKY CTaporo KHs3s [[31MHS U CHOBa COOMpasiCh YUTH.

BpoBu cTaporo kHA3s JanuHs mone3ny BBepx. OH QBIPKHYI, HagyB IIEKU:

— Tot cmeents 6exkaTh! Tol 4TO-TO IpuAyMaa, ga? OcTaBuI MeHs, CTapuka, OOHOTO TYT B
HenoyMeHuu!

— He Tompko Te6s1 ogHOTr0. TO, UTO TH HE MOXKEIllb IOCTUYb, CeHYac BeCh IBOP, BKIIOYAs CTAPOIo
HUMIIepaTopa, HaBepHsKa ellé rajgaeT.

[I3un 2Kanb Oblyla pa3BecesieHa ero cJI0oBaMu, eé TyOKU TPOHYIa yIbIOKa, ¥ OHa ITOHU3HUJIA TOJI0C:

— MHe mpaBga HYKHO TOponuThcs. CKkaxy Tebe TOJIbKO OJHO: Ta LITUIbKA, YTO BOTKHYIACh
HanoxHule [lyaHb B cepale, — He feno pyk [Isu L[3uHCYyHa, U nonasa OHa TaM He CIIy4alHO BO
BpeMsi OoppOnl. Hamoxuu1la [lyaHb camMa BOCIIOIb30BajlaCh UHEPIUEH, TOBEPHYIA PYKY U BOH3HUIIA
MINUIbKY cebe B Ipyab!

Ckaszas 9710, 113uH 2KaHb, He oOpaillias BHUMaHUS Ha MOPaXKEHHBIN BUJ CTAPOT0 KHs3s [3ITHHS,
BBINIPHITHYJIa U3 KapeThl ¥ HalpaBUjach 00paTHO KO ABOPILY LIMHBIOA.

Ho ona netena He Bo gBopel; baocsid, a B CTPOro NpoOTUBOIIOJIOXKHY0 CTOPOHY — BO ABOpeL [yaHbH.

IBoper [IyaHbH, KaK XKHUIHIIE HATOKHUIIL, OB HE CITUIITKOM OOJIBIINM, HO U He MaJleHbKUM. L[3uH
2KaHb n3naneka MpUILypUuiiach, BIMISIOLBAsCH B TEMHBIN CUnIyaT. Lenblil OTpsA, He MeHbIlle COTHU
MMIIePaTOPCKUX TBapHeNIleB, y2Ke pacChIazcs B IIOPSAKe, OKPYKUB IBOPEL] IIJIOTHHIM KOJIBI[OM. B
T'YCTOM TEMHOTE HOUM UX CcepeOpsHbIE OCIEeXH MepLaid XOJIOAHbIM OJIECKOM IIPU KazKa0M
OBUXKEHUH.

B pymre 113un 2KaHb yCcuIuIach HacMeIIKa, HO IBUXKEHUS OHa He 3aMe[uia. [IpuMepHo OIpenesuB
HallpaBJIeHWe BHYTPEHHUX ITOKOEB TJIaBHOTO 3ajia, OHA YCTPEMHUIIAch K KPHIIEe, HO He 0XKHUOaja, YTo
TaM, Ha Yepenulle, yxkKe jiezka YeJIOBEK B 3eJIEHOM, CUSIOUEM YUCTOTOIO OfeSTHUMU.



L3uH 2KaHb:

YkaHCYHB LIUMy OmHOBpEMEHHO MOfHsIa rojioBy. E€ heHUKCOBH I'7la3a Ha MTHOBEHHUE CKOJIb3HYIU
no [[3un 2KaHb C OTTEHKOM M3yMJIEHNS, 3aTeM OHa CHOBA IIPUHSIa CEePhE3HBIMA BUI U MOT4a
yCTaBUJIaCh Ha HEE YEPHBIMU OJIECTSIIUMU TTTa3aMu.

Iaxe BBEIHYZKIIE€HHO JI€2Ka, OHa HE YTPATHIIa HUA Kallllk CBOEen 6Hal"OpOI[HOI;I YUCTOTEI, BEITJIAOEIIO TakK,
CJIOBHO OHa IIPOCTO JIeXKaJla y cebs OOMa Ha KPHIIIE 1 CMOTpPEIa Ha 3Bé3I[BI.

]_[3I/IH 2KaHb HEBOIBHO CKpHBHJIa I"YGBI, 66CI.T.Iy'MHO CTyIIasd 110 Yepemnune, IIogIo3yia K q}KaHCYHB
]_[I/IMY 1 TOXKe JIeTJIa, 3arjidgbiBasi B IIPOAEJIaHHOE B KPHIIIIE OTBEPCTHE.

LI3un XKaub He 3aroBopuia, YxkaHcyHb LluMy ToKe MojT4asna, HO €€ Io-pexkHeMy ObUT MPUKOBAH K
npodumio [13un XKaHb.

— ...THI emé He HacMoTpenach? CMOTPHU BHU3!

I_[3I/IH Kanp YyBCTBOBaJld, 4YTO eeé JIAIIO y2Ke IIBIJIaeT OT 3TOIr0 rOpsAYeEro B3rndna, 1 He BeIAeP2Kalia,
rnepengaB IrOJIOCOM:

— CMmotpu BHU3!
E€ npusTHEINA roioc, KpoMe JIETKOTO YIIPEKa, coflepkarll B cebe 4TO-TO HEYIOBUMOE.

XomnopHtle rna3a YkaHCyHb LluMy 4yTh U30THYJIUCH, U JaxXKe TYCTOX XOJIONHBIM apoMaT CHEXKHOT'0
JI0TOCa BOKPYT HEE CJIOBHO cMAT4Yuics. E€ B3rIsaa CHOBA OIyCTHUIICS BHUS.

ABTOp X0YeT cKa3aTbh: ABTOPY He4Yero cKa3arh.
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