LI3un 2KaHb Ha MITHOBEHME 3aMepiia, 3aTeM mofHsiia FOHb JIMH Ha J1afloHb, VIBIOHYIACh U JTaCKOBO
IIOIJIagHUIa €€ 10 rOJI0Be:

— Tb HaKOHEI] BePHYJIACh, XOPOIIIO IOTPYAKUIIACE.

FOHsb JIuH, 3aK0HYUB ocMaTpuBath LI3sH Baiicu, ycTano nIpuKphlla rj1a3a 4, yCabllas ciaoBa L3uH
Kanb, xa100HO B3[0XHYyIa, PACTSHYBIINCH Ha €€ TafloHHU.

L3511 Baiicu yOuBIEHHO LIOKHYJIA SI3KIKOM, 3aMETHUB Ha TOHKOM nanke FOHb JIMH MPUKPENIEHHBINA
CEKPETHHIN CBUTOK.

I3un 2KaHb dKKYPATHO IIOJIOKHIIA HOnb JIun B IMOATOTOBIIEHHYIO MATKYIO Y YIOTHYIO IIOCTEJIbKY,
3aTeM CHsJIa C e€ JIallKU TOHKUM TY6YC H IIOoTJIagHuIIa €€ II0 TOJI0Be:

— Cmmn.

li3sa Baucu nocmotpena Ha FOub JIvH, 3aTeM Ha CBUTOK B pykax LI3uH XKaHb, MOpPrHyna, HO He
ycIleJla 3aTOBOPHUTH, KaK y OKHa [IOSIBUIIACH ell€ OfHa TeHb. ['onoc JlaHs ['s JOHECCS CHApyXKHu:

— Tann3er!

3aHx baiicu u 113uH 2KaHb OGHOBPEMEHHO NTOBEPHYINUCH K OKHY. L[3uH 2KaHb KMBHYyJIa, yKa3bBas
BHIITHU B HAPyKHOE IIOMEIIEeHHE.

I35 Bbaiicu B3sa CeKpPeTHHIM OOKIam, KOTOpkiH JlaHs ['s mepeman yepe3 0OKHO, IIOI0XKKIA €ero Ha
CTOJI U, B3TJITHYB Ha 3aMuCKy B pyKax L[3uH KaHb, IPOTSAHYA C yIIBIOKOM:

— Ipaxatimas i, 51 mymato, MbI ¢ To0O# pacciegyeM OgHO U TO XKe.

113un 2Kanb pa3BepHyIa 0yMaxKKy, BHUMaTe/IbHO ITPOYKUTaJa €€ CJI0BO 3a CJIOBOM U, TIOJHSB I'71a3a,
OKHWHYJIa B3T/ISA0M [IOKJIaf, Jiexkalui psamoM ¢ L[3gH Baticu. OHa npunopHsia 6poBb, HUYETO HE
OTBETUB.

LI3sau Baticu yOpasa MpUBEIYHYIO YIRIOKY C JIMIla, MOJida ITocMoTpesia Ha L[3uH 2KaHb, 3aTeM BAPYT
IIOHKM3UJIa I'0JI0C ¥ CKa3asa:

— Ipaxatimas F0ii, gaBaii 00bLEQUHUM YCUIHS.

B eé ronoce 3By4anu Tpu YaCTU PEOKOW CEPHE3HOCTH, TPU YACTH CKPHITOTO OKUAAHUSA, TPU YaCTH
WCKPEHHEN JIETKOCTH ¥ OHA YaCTh YET0-TO, YTO TPYAHO OBIZIO BEIPA3UTh CIIOBAMH.

Bo3MoxHO, HUKOTIa He BUIEB €€ Takol cephe3HoM, 113uH 2KaHb HEKOTOPOEe BPeMsI MojTdasa, pexe
YeM CIIPOCHUTE:

— Yero THL X0YeIs?
— IMopuebecHyto, — 6e3 Marelinero Konebanus u yrauBauus LI3sH Balicu mpou3Hecsa [iBa Cl0Ba.

[13un 2KaHb oBepHYyach K geepu. Houb Oblyla TPOXJIafHOM, ¥ JIYHHBIM CBET, MTaflaloIIuii Ha
KaMeHHBIe CTYIIeHHU, Ka3aJiCs XOJIOGHBIM.

OHa CIMIIKOM XOPOIIIO IIOHKUMasa, 4To IlogHebecHast, pa3fneiéHHas Ha MPOTsIXKeHuu 0ojee
YeTHIPEXCOT JIeT, Hen30eKHO NOJIKHA 00BeIUHUTLCS. W C MosiBIIeHreM TaKuX JoneH, Kak LI3unp fAH,
L13sau Baticu 1 YxkaHcyHb LluMy, oHa He MorJja 3afiaTh Bonpoc: «Heyxkenu 9To Heo6xoguMo?».



— Mou gepyiika — 9TO KHA3b [I91uHb rocygapcTBa LInHbI03. BCIO KU3Hb OH CiyxKul LIuHBIOS,
YCMUPSIT BHYTPEeHHME OeCIOPsIOKY, BOeBaJsl, TOMOTaJl UMIIEPATOPY B Ioxoaax, 3a00Tuscs o 61are
Hapopa. OH HUKOTla He CTPEMUJICA K y3yplaluy BlIaCTU U He MCKaJll IMYHOU Beroasl, — L[3uH 2KaHb
[OJITO CMOTPEJIa B OBEPh, IPeXAe YeM TUXO0 3ar0OBOPUIIa, U €€ T0JI0C 3BydaJl Tak XkKe XOJIOOHO, KaK
HOYb 3a [IBepbl0. — Ho 0OH moaBepraics mofgo3peHusIM CO CTOPOHEI IBYX ITOKOJIEHHWY UMIIePaTopoB Ha
IIPOTSIXKEHUU IECSITUNIETUM, CTAIKUBAJICS C KO3HSIMHU ITPUCIIOCOOIIEHIIEB U ITOTEPSIIT CBOETO
€OUHCTBEHHOT'O ChIHA.

Eé romnoc OblT HU3KUM, U TaKOM cephe3HOCTH LI3uH 2Kanb L1351 Baiicu ToxXe HUKOTIa He BUOETA.
Cnyimias o KOHIIQ, Ta HEBOJILHO IOIIeBenIIa Ty0aMu, HO CHOBA 3aKphIia UX.

— V¥ menmymiku sBHO ObIJIa BO3MOXKHOCTE YWTH, HO OH YIIOPHO OCcTaBasics B LIMHDBI03, B loMe KHA3S
IouuHs. 3HAUUT, Y HETO ObIIM MPUYUHEBI, KOTOPEIE OH HE MOT O0CTaBUTh. [ToaTomy, — LI3uH XKaHb
noBepHy/nachk K 113sH Baiicu u cepb€3HO CKasana. — f He 00beOUHIOCh HU C KEM.

li3au Balicu Mom4a BHIC/IyIIaia €€ 10 KOHIa. M X0Td moHUMara, 4To IIaHCOB YKe HeT, BCE XKe He
MOTJIa CIepPXkKaTh B3[I0X U YIILIOKH:

— Korga BCE ynsiKeTCs ¥ MbIJTb CTAHET Ha CBOE MECTO, Bb CMOXKETe IIPOJO0JIKATh KUTh 30ECh, U HaxkKe
KaxKyast TPaBUHKA B 9TOH ycagb0e He M3MEHUTCS.

B MCKycCTBe MEHSTh BHIpaxkKeHUe JTHIla HUKTO He MOT CPaBHUTHCA ¢ LI3sH Baticu, Ho L[3uH 2KaHb BCé
JXKe I[eHuIa eé yMeHue 3HaTh Mepy. OHa IpsSIMO CKa3aja:

— K10 3HaeT, uTo OymeT B OymymieM? Bo3M0OXKHO, K TOMy BpeMeHH 3T0 yXKe OymeT He Hallla pOJUHA.

— He Hammra pogusna, — 11351 Baiicu HECKOJIBKO pa3 IOBTOPHJIA PO ce0st 9TU CII0Ba, CKPHIB
MHMOJIETHYIO 3MOIIUIO B IJla3ax, ¥ CHOBA BEPHYJIACh K CBOEMY IIBETYILIEMY BHUAY, BECEJIO IPOU3HECH.
— Ou, gpaxawutiasa KOu, Tel He OCTaBIsAellh MHE HY MaJIEMIIIETro IIaHca. Y 9TOT0 HaClIeTHOTO IPHUHIIA
COBCEM HeT JIHIIa.

[13un 2KaHb TOXKE yNBHIOHYIACh U MOOHSIIA OPOBb:

— B I'anbIio Te6s yBaxKarT 60JIblIe, YeM UMIIePAaTOPCKUe YKa3bl. Tebs mi00ST MUTTUOHEL
nognaHHeX. Heyxenu Te6e Tak BaxkHO Mo€ MHeHue? OHa chenasa may3y 4 HCKpeHHe mobaBuia. —
ThI CTaHeIIb XOPOIITHM UMIIEPATOPOM.

[13su Baticu cxkaja ry0bl, €€ KpacHBble MUHA/IeBUAHBIE I'Ia3a 3aTyMaHUIIUCh, CIIOBHO YTO-TO €1Ba
He BHIPBAJIOCh HAPYXKYy, HO OHa BCAYECKHU CTapajlach 3TO COEpPKaTh.

— JlagHo, ecnu TH XOUellh ciaTh — UAU. ECnu HeT, X04y iU g chIrpaTh ¢ To60oM naptui? — 1[3un
2KaHb, CIIOBHO He 3aMeyasi CTPaHHOI'0 BeIpakKeHHU B rila3ax LI3gH baiicu, onmycTusia rojgoBy u Hadasa
nepebrpaTh MaxMaTHBIE QUTYDHIL.

3su Baticu OBICTPO CIIPOCHIA:
— IlapTturo Yxkynsu?

— MM... — [I3un 2KaHb He 3HaJIa, CTOUT JIU BOCXUTUTHCS ITPOHUIIATEIBHOCTHIO 3TOT0 YeJIOBeKa UK
YOUBUTHCS B3aUMOIIOHMMAaHUI0 MeXy TpeMs u30paHHBIMU 3Toro Mrupa. OHa MofHsa I'1a3a u
yBuUpena, 4To ria3a L[3sH baiicu, monHbIe a3apTa, CJIOBHO 3aTOPEJTUChH 3eJIEHEIM CBETOM.

— Ecnu Tebe uTo-TO MoHamo6uTCs, mo3oBu Llun Yu, oHa eXKypUT BO BHEIIHel KOMHATe, —



HAIOCJIem0K cKa3ana LI3uHb 2KaHb U TOBEPHYBIIKCH BHIIIIA U3 HEOOIBIIOro KabuueTta. CTOS y IBEpH,
OHa ycIbIana, Kak 11351 Baiicu, He mogHUMas TOJIOBE, PABHOAYIIIHO TPOOOPMOTAsia YTO-TO B OTBET,
B TO BpeMs KakK e€ JieBas U IIpaBasi PYKH yKe SPOCTHO CpazKkaauCh Ha IIaXMaTHOM MOCKE.

YTo K, BO3MOXKHO, CETOIHS OHA BBIMHKJIA CJIMIIKOM MHOT'O aJIKOTOJISI M YYBCTBOBasIa Ce0si HEBRHIHOCHMO
ycraBiiel. [IyCcTh 9TOT aKTEP [eaeT YTO X04eT.

OueHb GBICTpO II0€B U IIPpUBEOSA cebs B IMOPsAOOK, I3uH 2KaHb moBaiuiach Ha KPOBATh, 1 BCKOPE B
KOMHATE 3a3BYy4aJii POBHBEIE, TUXME 3BYKH ObIXaHUSA — YE€JIOBEKA U IITUIIHI.

3an JI1010Hb B UMIIEPATOPCKOM ABOPIIE.

— IMpuniecca, HacnenHuK 113uH 671ar0IOTyYHO BEPHYJICS B CBOIO ycamb0y, — omeThidl B 4épHoe JIo
Ho omycTuiicst Ha IOJOKOHHUK, PAaCTBOPUB YEPHHBIN TyMaH BOKPYT ce0si, ¥ MOKJIOHUICS YKaHCYHb
Humy.

Yxkaucyus LluMy TUX0 0TO3Baslach U CIIPOCUIIA:
— Jlromewt yOpamu?

— [Ja, mpunnecca, yopanu Bcex, — JIo Ho momusm rna3a u B3TISHYN Ha CTPOMHYIO GUTYPY 3a
3aHaBECKOU OKHa, 3aTeM HeyBepeHHO npousnec. — Ho y ummneparopa... Celtyac KpUTU4ECKUN
MOMEHT, MOXKET, MHE JIUYHO...

B rnazax I‘I}K{:lHCYHI: ]_[I/IMy IIPOMEJIbKHYJId BHYTPEHHAA 6opb6a, ITaJIbIIBI Ha IIOJOKOHHUKE
0ecco3HaTeIbHO HaXaJlli, 1 OHa XPHUIIJIO IIPpOU3HeCIa:

— He HyXHO, yxonu.
— ...Ja! — Jlo Ho cxau ry0sl, MPOTJIOTHB HeIOCKa3aHHEIe CJI0BA, B3/IeTeN U OBICTPO MCYE3 U3 BUMY.

Ha cnepytotee yTpo, HE cBET HU 3apsi, KOHb JIUH B IOJTHOM THUIIMHE U TEMHOTe 6€30INO0YHO HallTa
KpoBaTh LI3uH XKaHb ¥, U3BUBASICh, IPOTUCHYJIACh BHYTPh 3aHABECKH.

CHayvaJia OHa HaKJIOHUJIA TOJIOBY ¥ IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha 3akpHIThe ra3a Li3un 2Kaub, 3aTeM, 1o
IIPUBBIYKE, 3alIPHITHYJIAa Ha 3TO IPEKPaCHOe JIUIO, TO TONTABIINCH OMHOM JTallol, TO APYToH, a
BpeMeHaMHU CJleTKa KJIIoBasi.

L13un XKaub rmy60KO0 B3NOXHYJIA, Cella, C paCTPENaHHEIMU BOJIOCAMU, TIOX0XKUMU Ha ITUYhLE THE3[IO,
¥, B3TJITHYB Ha eIl CIUIIKOM TEMHOe He0o, CPHIBAIOIIUMCS rojiocoM cxBatuia KOub Jlun u
BBEIIIPOBONIXTIA €€ B OKHO OJHUM B3MaxoM DPYKHU.

FOub JIuH Beceso 3axJionana KpblIbSIMH, B3MELIA B BO3AYX U, MUTasi HEBUHHBIMU 3€JIEHEIMU TJIa3aMH,
yJeTena B POIIY TPEXLBETHHIX KIIEHOB.

[13un 2KaHs, ¢ I0Ty3aKPHITEIMU TTIa3aMiu, ORICTPO coOpanach ¥ OTKphTa ABeph. OHa cobupanach
HAMIPABUTHCS K POIIE TPEXIIBETHHIX KIIEHOB, HO OCTAHOBUIACH ¥ CBEPHYJIA B IPKO OCBEIEHHBIN
MaJieHbKUM KaOuHeT.

[luu Yu, 3aBepHyTas B 0Hesy10, KPETKO Cllajia B HapyKHOM KOMHATe, laXKe U3[aBast JETKUHU Xpail.
L3ux 2KaHb MoI4dana.

Tux0 OTKpPHIB IBEPb BO BHYTPEHHIOI KOMHATY, OHa yBuAesa LI3sH baiicu B TOM Xe Hapsfe, 4To U



IIPOIJION HOYB. Ta Me[JIeHHO MTOAHsJIA I'Jla3a U IOCMOTpesia Ha gBepb. Yl HeCMOTps Ha HELOBOJIbHOE
BhIPaKEHUE JIMIla ¥ HOBLIE TEHU IIO[ BeKaMH, €€ 103a U IlaxMaTHas OOCKa Ilepef Hell He U3MEeHUJIUCh
HU Ha HOTYy.

[I3un 2KaHb, MTHOBEHHO IIPOTHAB COHJIMBOCTE, C YIUBIEHUEM OITyCTUIIAa B3TJIAMA Ha JOCKY, 3aTeM
IepeBesia riia3a Ha nuno L3sH bayicu u copocuna:

— Trl mpocupena 3nech BCIO HOYb?

L3511 Baiicu, 6e3 cum mepxka YallKy, caesana 60JIbIIo TTI0TOK Yasi, He OTBETHB Ha BOIIPOC, BCTaja H,
TIOIIATHIBASICh, MOIIJIA K BEIXOTYy, O0pMoYa cebe mof HOC:

— Korma 3TOT HaclegHBIN IPUHI] BEICIIUTCS, OH CMOXKET CPA3UThCS C 3TOM IIPOKISATOM MApTUEH elé
TPUCTa PAyHIOB...

9?

L13un 2KaHb TYyT XKe ynbIOHyIack, yBuaeB, 4To L[3uH Y1, MIpOCHYBIIKCH OT IIyMa, ITOC/IefoBaia 3a
LI3aH baiicu. YCIIOKOUBIINCEH, OHa OIYCTUJIA I'OJIOBY M BHUMATEJILHO CTajla pa3rsabBaTh
IIIaXMaTHYIO JOCKY, MBICJIEHHO BOCXUILIASCH.

OHa mogyMaja, 4TO 3TOT YeJI0BeK JeMCTBUTENIbHO OBl 3HAMEHUTHIM IIIaXMATHBHIM MaHbIKOM. To, 4TO
He CMOTJIX PacKpeiTh BMecTe YkaHCcyHb LluMy u L[3uHb dH, 1 4TO HE CMOT pa3rafgaTh HU CTaporo
MOHaxa, HU BEJIMKOI'0 MacTepa Xya3uK9Hb, BCTPEYaBIIEroCsl C HUM [eCATh JIEeT, IIONaB B PYKU 3TOT0
YyeJioBeKa, BCEro 3a OOHY HOYb Pa3pYILIMJIO 3aCTHIBIIYI0, KAK MEPTBas BOfa, MO3UIKI0. Temnepsb
Ka3aJioCh, YTO BHIXOJ €CTh IIOBCIONY, 3a MCK/II0UEHHEeM eqUHCTBEeHHOro 6ejIoro KaMHS B LIEHTPE,
CJIOBHO T'JIa3a IIaXMAaTHOM MapTUH, KOTOPHIH MO-TpexkHeMy OJIOKHPOBAJ BCIO CUTYAIIHIO.

CeropHs CHOBa yBHUEJA, YTO KTO-TO BJIAJI MUTATEJIbHYIO XKUAKOCTh, MHE OYEeHb X04YeTCs YBUAEThH, KTO
3TO TAKOH MUJIHIH!

Ho s Bo3unacs ¢ 63K6HJIOM BeCh I€Hb U TaK W HE HalllJla, I'He 3TO IIOCMOTPETH, B OTHAAHUU OT CBOeM
HEKOMIIETEHTHOCTH.
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