— Kak noxwuBaet Baii LI3uHcuH? — I/IMHepaTop CI-O&HBXY&, He IIoOJHMMasi I'OJIOBBI, OTBJIEKCA OT
YTEeHHA JOKJIQOOB ¥ PABHOOYIIHO 3adall BOIIPOC.

ITocne Toro Kak ero JInogeMepPHasa MaCKa OLLIa COpPBdHaA, OH HaXe He CTaJl IPUTBOPATHCA. Kak oTe1L,
OH Ha3bIBAJI ChIHA IIO0 UMEHH, 1 XOTdA OH 6BIJ'I HUMIIEPATOPOM, 3TO HeﬁCTBHTeHBHO BBI3BIBAJIO XOJIOO B
cepa1e.

— He oueHb XO0pOo11I0, BEICOKAs TeMIIepaTypa He CIIaddeT, 6OIOCI:>, OH HE€ BLHIZKUBET.
— Eme He yMep'? — Haxkownel, oH TOgHSA TOJIOBY, HO 3adall UMEHHO TaKoOu BOIIPOC.

Cnyra psimoM COLpPOTHYJICS, IIOLyMaB, YTO UMIIEpaTOp OCTAeTCs UMIIepaToOpoM. B mpoinom ox
IIpUKa3ajl BOJIOYUTh CBOETO IIJIEMSIHHUKA I10 3eMJIe O CMEPTH, CJIOBHO 3TO OBIJIO 3peulle, Tak
noyeMy Obl €My ceiyac MPOSIBUTh MATKOCTH? [171aH MMIepaTpuIlsl, BeposTHO, 00pedeH Ha mposai. OH
Konebasics, mpexe YeM 3arOBOPUIIL:

— Baitmre BenuyecTso...

— EcTb 4TO-TO eme?

— WMnepaTpuiia npuObiia, OHA XIET 3a IpefelaMu 3aja.

— 3aueM oHa npuia? — Ha nuile uMiepaTtopa MeJIbKHYJIO OTBpallleHue.
— 9T0... UMIepaTpuiia MPOCUT BaC BHIUTH.

— WMnepatpunia! YTo TH genaemb?!

VimmepaTop BHIIIEN U3 3a/la ¥ YBUMEJ, YTO UMIIepaTpHlla, OfeTas B IapafgHoe IIJlaThe, CTOUT Ha
KOJIEHSX Ha CTYIIeHSX, BLICOKO ITOMIHSIB PYKU Hafl ypoBHEeM OpoBeii. B ee pykax Onina KopoOka u3
CaH[aJIoBOTO IepeBa, KPhIIIKa KOTOPOii y2Ke Obljla OTKPHITA, U BHYTPH HaXOQUJIACh ITeYaTh
MMIEPATPHUIEl, CUMBOJI ee cTaTyca!

— 4 cnpimana, 4to CHuH CKOpO yMpeT. [ToueMy B He JIeYUTE ero?

— Otkyga TH 9TO y3Hana?! — MMnepaTop Ka3ajcs pa3gpakeHHbIM.

Ho uMmnepartpuila npourHOprUpoOBaa ero BOIpocC U MPOCTO ITOBTOPHUJIa CBOM.
— 4 mocnan K HeMy Bpaydei.

— Ho s TakXKe CyIbIIana, YTO Ballld BPA4H TOJIBKO BHITHUCHIBAIOT YKPEIUISIONINE CHAmoObs, Maxke He
yMesl HalluCaTh IIPaBUIbHBIM peLienT. Kakasd mojib3a OT TaKUX Bpadeu?

— WmnepaTpuiia! — OH OBICTPO MOAOLIET K HEeM U, HAaKJIOHUBIINCH, IPOIIEITAll € Ha yXO:
— YTO TH UMeEeNL B BUAY?

— YTo0 5 ©Melo B BU[Y, Ballle BETUYECTBO, Pa3Be He 3HaeTe? — MMepaTpulla MpooKaia TOBOPUTh
CTIOKOWHBIM TOHOM, COBEPIIEHHO He oOpalllasi BHUMaHUs Ha THEB UMIIEPATOPaA.

— Xa-xa, UMIepaTpulia, Thl, JOJIKHO OBITH, COUNIACh C TOJIKY. ITU Bpayu — M3BECTHBEIE MacTepa 13
HacuHa.



— Bce oHM HalileHbl BaMU B HEM3BECTHBIX MecTaX. EC/ii rOBOPUTH 0 MacTepax, KTO MOXKeT
CpaBHUTHCA C Uy?

HWwmMnepartop CioaHbxXya YCBIIIAN 3TO U Cpa3y kKe Pa3BepHYICH:

— HMMnepartpuiia, jiydllie MOJIACE CBOeMY bypnne, 3T0 HEBO3MOXKHO!
— A ecnu g pa306bi0 roJIoBy 06 3T CTYIIEHU?

— HMmMnepatpuna!! Tel ToOXe yrpoxaelis MHE?

— 4 He cmeto. Ho g mymalo, 4TO Ballle BeJIMUECTBO He CMOXKETe II03BOJIUTh, YTOOH BECh MUD y3Hall,
4yTO HMIIepaTop [JacrHa — 9TO 4YeJI0BeK, KOTOPHIY YOuI COOCTBEHHOTO ChIHA U NOBEJI 3aKOHHYIO XKEHY
10 CMEPTH.

— Trr!!!

B 9T0 Bpems K 3ainy LI3pI49Hb HaYasIu MOAXOOUTh MUHUCTPHI 711 00CYXKIeHuUs [efl. YBUOEB, UTO 4YTO-
TO He TaK, OHU He OCMEJUIIKCh IOMONUTH ONIrXkKe M CTOSIN BOajieKe, HaOmomas. iMmepaTpuila 3Hana,
yT0o uMiepatop CioaHbXya MOT 3aCTaBUTh UX 3aMOJTYaTh, HO OHA PACCYUTHIBAJIA, YTO CPEIU
CETONHSIIHUX MUHUCTPOB OBIN OOuH OeCCTpaIlHbIM YMHOBHUK, MaH JIsiH. IMIepaTop MOT IIOJaBUTh
OPYTHX, HO OH He MOT He 00SIThCS ero.

— Xopomo! Xopoiio! Most uMIniepaTpulla AeMCTBUTEIbHO BeIUKOIEIHA.
3aTeM OH IIOBEPHYJICS K CIIyTe, KOTOPHIM CIeloBal 3a HUM, U CKa3all:
— Wnu.

— Crnymarocs, 51 cedyac crenaro.

— Ho, umneparpunia, 3TOT yTh OyIeT HECTIOKOWHEIM. 5e3 Moel 3amuThl Tebe IeiCTBUTEIHHO
npupetcsa Monutecd bynnme. Xa-xa! Xa-xa!

[Tocrne yxoma uMIlepaTopa UMIIepaTpuIla yraja Ha 3eMJIIO.
— Batre BenuuecTtso!!

— Csiou, maBaii BepHEMCH.

— Cnyuaiocs.

CnyxaHKa 110 uMeHu Csiou OBICTPO MOJOIIIA U IOAepKasa UMIePaTPHUILY IO JIOKOTE.
WmnepaTpuila nomnpasuiia KOPOHY U CIIYCTUIACh IO CTYTIEHSM, HallpaBisisach Ko ABopuy [udaH.

— Bamr ciyra mpuBETCTBYET UMIIEPATPHILY.
— locioguu MaH, BE — omopa [lachHa, ¥ B HEKOTOPHIX [ieflaX Bhl JOJIXKHEI TPUJIOKHUTDL BCE YCUTIHS.

— Baine BenuuecTBo npaBhl. 1 6ymy CIyKUTH 0 IOCTIEIHET0 B3[0Xa, laXKe eCJid 3TO OyIeT CTOUTh
MHe XHU3HU.

I/IMnepanHua JIMIIOE CJIETKA KMBHYJIIA U MIPOOOJI2KNWIIA UOTU BIIEPE[.



— l'ocmogua M3H, Ballle BeIUYECTBO, YTO 3TO 3HAYUT?

MbosH JIgH B3T/ISHYI Ha CIIPOCUBIIETO, 3TO OBUI ero HadadbHUK, HO OH ObLI KapbepucToM, U MaH JISH C
HUM He Jafull.

— OTBeyalo, ToCIIONMH, I He 3Halo.
— OH, rocnoguHd M3H, THI...

Tem BpeMeHeM B ycagbbe Ha CeBEpHOM OKpauHe cocTosiHue Bai LI3uHCHHa 1ociie TOro JHS Pe3Ko
yxynmunock. Ceiidac y Hero Obljla BEICOKas TEMIlepaTypa, ¥ JIeKapCTBa He TOMOTalIH.

Ecnu cetiyac GbIJI0 He 0YEBUIHO, YTO €MY IIOMICHIIANIKA YTO-TO B €My, TO 9TO OBLI0 OBl CIUIIKOM TIIYTIO.
Ho sim OBITT TpOBEPEH, €ro faXke BLUIMBAJIK B IIBETOUHBIN TOPIIOK, YTOOH ITOCMOTPETh 3D (EKT, Tak
KakK Xe... MoxeT ObITh, [l HEUCTBYET TONBKO Ha Bait [[3uHcuHA?

WUnu... aTo He an?

Haxe ecmu 661 My X3cioaHb ClIOMaJl TOJIOBY, OH Obl HUKOT A He Jorafiazcs, 4To mpobieMa Oblia B
MUCKE C CYIIOM M3 JIOTOCA, KOTOPYIO OHU €7Th BMecTe. B HeM OblT MHTPEOUEHT, KOTOPHIN YKPEILIs
3[OPOBBE, U MIJIST TAKOTO 3MOPOBOT0 YejI0BeKa, KaK OH, 3T0 OblJI0 6e30MacHO, HO [AJIST TAKOT0 ¢1aboro,
KaK Bai LI3MHCHH, 3TO CTAI0 CMEPTEIHbHBIM SIIOM.

— T'ocmoguu My, 4TO HaM fenaTh? [laxke eciu UMIEepaTpUlla IONYUYUT pa3pelleHne nMIepaTopa,
COCTOsIHMe IIPUHIIA...

— Bce pemmutcst camo co60#, MPOCTO BaM OBOUM MIPUMAETCS MOTPYAUThHCS. [Ismonika YxkKao, Bce
TOTOBO?

— BypnbTe CIIOKOMHEL, 110 KpaliHel Mepe, Mbl o0ecrieunM 6e30macHOCTb npuHIla. Ho... Bel yBepeHH!,
YTO UMIIepaTpUlia CMOXKeT yOeouTh UMIliepaTopa?

— Omna cmoxeT. Ceituac HMIIEPATOP CUUTAET, YTO JaKe €CJIM MBI BEIDBEMCA HU3-I100 €70 KOHTPOJIA,
MEI BCE€ PAaBHO YMpPEM, ITI0O3TOMY OH HE CTaHET CIIUIIKOM CHJIEHO e}l MellarTk.

— l'ocoguu My, BaM He 00s13aTeNIbHO OBIIIO BBSI3LIBATHCS B 3TH Pa300pPKHU, TOUEMY...
— Bnauase y MeHs ObITM CBOM MOTHBEI, HO ceYac s OTHAJ CBOe Cepille.

— l'ocnoguu My, BHL.. — [Iaatoinka YKao, Habsofas 3a UX OTHOIIEHUSIMU, YYBCTBOBAJI, UTO MEXAY
HUMM OblZIa CTpaHHas aTMocdepa, KOTOPYIO HUKTO He MOT HapyIIMTh, ¥ yXKe [O0rafbIBaJICs, YTO OHU
CBsI3aHHI y3aMu 1100BU. Ho moragku — 3TO OJIHO, @ YCJIBIIIATh 3TO OT CAMOI'0 YeJI0BeKa — COBCEM
npyroe. IIpocTo UX XO3SUH C OeTCTBa ObLI 0YeHb CKPHITHBIM, KaK OH MOT TakK JIETKO IIPHUHSTh
yeJioBeKa, KOTOPOTO 3HaJl MeHbllle 1ojyrofaa? Ecnu Obl 0OH 3HaJ, 4To Baii [[3uHCHH BUOE OOUH U TOT
JKe COH Ha IIPOTSXKEHUU [IeCSATH JIeT, OH OBl He YIUBUIICS.

Tak Ha3BIBa€MBIN NTpeqHa3HAYEHHBIN YeJI0BEK — 3TO TOT, KTO, CKOJIBKO OBl pa3 HU IepPepokIacs,
Bcerga OymeT cliefoBaTh 3a TOOOM, IIOTOMY YTO 3TO ITaMSTh, 3alledaT/ieHHas B KOCTSX.

My XscroaHb NOrj1aguil ero pyKy U MpOmOJIKUIlL:
— Celtyac g HU4Ero He MOTY eMy IaTh, HO 5 MOTY OBITh C HUM U He 6pocaTh ero.

[Isamromka YKao B TOT MOMEHT OKOHYATEIbHO YCIIOKOHJICA. BEITE pAnooMm 1 HE 6p0C&Tb — HHUKTO He



IMOHKMaJI, HaCKOJIBKO 3TO BaXKHO [OJId UX IIPHUHIIA. Bemp ux IIPUHI] — 3TO YEJIOBEK, KOTOPOro BCe
6pOCI/IJ'[I/I C CaMOro neTcCTBa.

Tocnogua My, IelCTBUTEIBHO 3aC/IyKUBaJ JII00BU UX IPUHIIA.
— Torpa s, cTaphelil CiIyra, OCTaBIIsA0 MPUHIA BaM. YTYH, IOUEM.
— Ila, cnymamcs!

— Csaomai, CI0M3H, TH 37eCh?

— X035UuH, 5 3[0€eCh.

— I'me ThI OBL7IA?

— X03511H, IOCMOTPH, YTO g Hallla.

Csiomaii BHE3aIIHO MOSIBUIACh HEM3BECTHO OTKyHaq, IIPBITHYJIa Ha KPOBATH U BEITIJIIOHYJIAd YE€PHYIO
ITHUJIIOJIIO.

— Yt0 3T07?
— [Munrons Jlotocosout Pocel. Xo3siuH, mau ee Baut LI3uHCcuHYy!
— Yto?!

My XactoaHb ObIT TOTPSICEH, TOTOMY 4TO ITumtosns JlorocoBoi Pockl Oblia CIUIIKOM M3BECTHA.
T'oBopunu, 4To ecnu y 60IBHOT0 OCTaBaaCh XOTh Kaljig KU3HY, TO II0CTIe IpueMa 3TOM IIUIIONU OH
OvIcTpo mpuxoaua B ceOsi. UMeHHO U3-3a TaKOT0 YyfecHOro a¢gdeKkTa oHa Oblyia 6eCIIeHHOH, U, 110
ciyxaM, BO BceM JlacuHe OBIJIO TOJIBKO ABE TAKUX IMIIIONIU: OOHA B UMIIEPATOPCKOM [BOPILIE, & BTOPas
Obl/Ta IOTEPSIHA.

— TrI GBITIA B UMIIEPATOPCKOM [IBOPIIE?

— Xo3suH, 5 00BSICHIO T03XKe, Jai eMy mumoiio! OHa TPeBpPaTUTCS B MeTell Yepe3 ompeieieHHoe
BpeMs.

YcnpiaB 370, My XacioaHb He cTall 00JIbIlle CIIpAIINBaTh, B3SJI MUAJIOII0 U BIOXKUII €€ B pOT Bau
L3uHcuHa. [Iumtornsa MTHOBEHHO PacTBOPHUIIACh U UCYe3Ja.

Yepes 4eTBepTh Yaca nuilo Bai LI3uHCHHA IeHCTBUTEILHO CTAJIO JIydllle, ¥ eT0 PYKU IepecTaiu OBTh
TaKUMU JIeOSTHBIMU.

My X3croaHb HEMHOT'O YCIIOKOUJICS U CKa3anl CaoMau:

— T'oBopu.

— Bce Tak: s mo4yBCTBOBaJa 30B CBOETO coOpaTa, II03TOMY OTIIPpABUJIACh B UMIIEPaTOPCKUM OBOpELL.
— Cobpara?

— Jla, TO ecTh B 9TOM MHPE MOXKeT OLITh ellle OOUH YeJI0BeK, TOX0XKMH Ha Te0s, — TOT, KTO
IOTIOJIHSIET CI0KET. BeposiTHO, 9TO omHA U3 HaIOXKHUII. [IoMHMIIb, ST paccKa3biBaia Tebe 0 Bau
LI3unnioe? [I0CKONMBKY OH yMep paHbllle BpeMeHHU, KTO-TO JOJIKEH OBIJT 3aMEeHUTD €T0 B IIOCIIeAYIOMINAX



coOnITHsSX. 1 CKOpee BCero, 3STUM 4eJIOBEKOM CTaJl ChIH €TI0 «MUCTUHHOM JTIOOBH», CKpBIB&IOH.[PIfICH B
TEHH.

Ckopo [Ipa3gHUK cepeouHbl OCEHHU, TIOJapuTe MHe, KTO-HUOYOb, TyHHBIE IPSHUKY, a? Xa-xa. KcraTy,
3aBTpa BBIXOOHOMU HeHb... (He GeiiTe MeHs, Xa-xa).
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