— Bo3moxHo, UxkaH Ms10 ToXKe cTas 11000BHUKOM 3TOTO roCrioguHa ﬂyaHﬂ, — XOJIOJHO 1 €EXUOHO
3aMeTHhIIa UMIIepaTpuIia.

— 3amonuu! [Toka fiefio He paccieoBaHo, Thl He UMEEIh TpaBa MOPOYUTh MOET0 BHYKa! — rPOMKO
OTYHUTala e€ BIOBCTBYIOIIAs UMIIEPATPHULIA.

YxkaH U0 crnerka ynelOHYJICS ¥ MeI€HHO 00BSCHUII:

— Ha camowm ferne, HeCKONTbKO MHEN Hal3aj rocrnoguH JlyaHb COTIAaCHUIICS Ha MO MPOChOy B3ATh 'y
fHs B yueHUKH. { MIaHUPOBAI MpemnogHecTd Moero CHeXKHOr0 IUJIMHS B KaUyecTBe MogapKa s
IIePEMOHUHU, HO, TPUOLIB CIOfla, YBUEIT HEIHEIITHIO CUTYAIlNI0. YBUIEB, KaK UMIIEpATPUIla YUHUT
CaMOCY HaJl TOCIIONUHOM [IyaHeM ¥ HaMepeBaeTCs JIUIIUTh eT0 KU3HH, 5 OBT BHIHYKIEH
BMEIINATHCS ¥ B3SITh UMIIEPATPHUITY B 3aJI0KHUKH. f yBaXkKal UMIEPATPHUILY, HO He MOT OCTaThCS B
CTOpOHE, TI03TOMY TIOIIEI Ha TaKOH Iuar.

— Heyxenu 310 nipaBpa?

Crosmuii pagom Csgo L3uHbION ¥ He gyMasl, 4To y YxkaH U510 XBaTUT CMeJIOCTU Ha Takoe. bosbiie
BCET0 ero Mopas3ujo To, YTO TOT BOBCE He OECITOKOUIICS 0 COOCTBEeHHOM Oe30macHOCTH. MMmepaTpulia
JKe, YBUJIEB, KaK OH Tak JIETKO IpX3Hascs, Oblyia omiejoMiieHa. B oqHO MTHOBeHME OHa IOTepsia
VHUIIMATUBY U HE 3Hasla, YTO JejaTk.

— Huuero atoro He Ovi70! Ballle BenmuuecTBO 3HAET, UTO S MPSIMOJIMHENHA. 4 1 He 1Mogo3peBana, 4To
OHM BOBOEM CETOMHS YCTPOST IIPOTUB MEHS JIOBYIIKY. Temneps s He MOTY OIIpaBOaThCs, a Ballle
BEIMYECTBO HE BEPUT CJI0BaM CIyr. Eciu Ballle BeIMYEeCTBO COYTET MEHSI BUHOBHOM, 51 TOTOBa CHECTH
HeCIllpaBe[InBOEe HaKa3aHUe U He CKaxXy HU CJI0Ba B CBOIO 3aIlUTY. 4 JIUIIL X04y [TIOKOS COBECTH!

HmnepaTtpuiia ropopusa yoexaeéHHo, a Msio mpu3Hacs B 3axBaTe 3anoxkHulbl. imneparop JIsH, He
nMes OKa3aTeNlbCTB, He 3HaJl, KaK BEIHECTHU IIPUTOBOP.

— Bare BenuuecTBO, YETBEPTHIN MIPUHI] 3aiepKaJjl ¥ BOPOT ABOpPILA [TOI03PUTENILHOTO YeI0BeKa C
PAHEHOH! HOTOM. ITOT YENIOBEK IHITAJICS MPOHUKHYTH BHYTPb HA 9KUIAXKe HaCIETHOT0 MPHUHIIA,
yTOOR 00MaHOM ITPOUTH Yepe3 Kapay! — IOCIeNIHO OOI0XKUIT CIIyTa.

— Tl Ke TOBOPUJI, UTO HACJIEIHBIN IIPUHI] He BO ABOpLe. [IoueMy Xe ero 3Kuax okKa3aJiCsl Y BOPOT?
WmmepaTpulia, paCTEPSBIINCE, ITONLITANIaCh OMPaBaaThC:

— HaBepHoe, 9TOT 4enoBeK yKpaJl 9KUMNax HaClIeqHOr o IpuHIa!

— Kak 65l TaM HU OBIIO... IPUBEIUTE 3TOT0 YeJI0BEKa cloaa!

Ycnbimas, 94To 4eTBEPTHIH npuHll Cso LI3uHBY 3afiepKal paHEHOT0 MOI03PUTENIBHOTO YEJI0BEKa,
JIUII0 UMIEPATPHUIEI U3MEHUIIOCH N0 Hey3HaBaeMoCTH. OHa MBICIIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYIA:

— Kaxoii xe oH Oecrione3usit! [laxke c6exxaTh He ymeeT!
[IparouexHas cynpyra Y, yBULeB 3TO, CKa3aJja:

— Barmre BenmnuecTBO, BO3MOXKHO, CECTPa ITPaBa, ¥ 9KUIAXK HACIETHOI0 MPUHIIA [TeHCTBUTEIIBHO
ykpanu. Ho pa3Be pe3umeHIms HACIeJHOTO MPUHIIA He 0XPaHSETCS CTPOTO0?

— CHayasa oTBefiuTe rocuonuHa [lyaHs Ha JIeYeHUe.



— 4 He yugy! 4 xouy, 4TOOH! Ballle BETMYECTBO YBUMIENO, CKOIBKO HECIIPABENIMBOCTHU BEITEPIIENA
MOSI CECTpa ¥ KaK Tparuyecku oHa morubma!

JIu1o uMIepaTpUIbl IOCePesio, ¥ OHA JIUIIh MOJIKIA O TOM, YTOOB HaCJIeIHbIM IIPUHI] IIOCKOpee
IIOKHUHYJI IBOPEIl U He OBIJT BTIHYT B 9TO Aefo. [IparomneHHas cynpyra Y cTosiyia B 60KOBO# IMO3UIIUHU C
IOBOJIBLHBEIM BUIOM, a Csio LI3uHbION OCTaBajCs HEBO3MYTUMEIM, TakK KakK BCE IIIJIO IO IIJIaHy.

BpeMmsi TSHYIOCh MEIJIEHHO, ¥ YYBCTBO YAYIIbLS HAIOJHSAIO BeCh 3al. MiMmepaTop JISH cMoTpen Ha
CBOIO CYTIPYTY, C KOTOPOM IIPOXKUJ CTOJIBKO JieT. Ero TepIuMOCTh U TOTBOPCTBO IPUBETIU K TOMY, UTO
OHa CTaJla CTOJIb CaMOYBEPEHHOM U JEeCIIOTUYHOM.

— HMMnepaTpuiia, 4TO Thl MOXKEIIb CKa3aTh B CBOE OIpaBoaHue?

— YT0 Ballle BeIU4YeCTBO X0YeT YCIIbIIATh OT MeHs?

ViMnepaTop yKa3as Ha UMIepaTpuiy:

— T®l OO cux moOp He MPU3HAEIIb CBOIO BUHY?

Ero ronoc OBl IefsSHEIM, B HEM He OBUIO HU KallJId CyNIPyKeCKOX HeXKHOCTH.
VmnepaTpulia yana Ha KOJIEeHU ¥ TUXO CKa3asa:

— MeH4 OKeBeTau.

— Ouu okneBetanu Teb6s? Pa3pe MsiHb 3acTaBun Te0s HamacTh Ha Hero? Thl, KAk UMIIePaTPHUIIA, Y3Ka
MyIIOX ¥ IOCTOSTHHO HacTpauBaellb IPOTHUB Ce0sl IPYTUX HAJIO0XKHUILL $1 JOoNrue rofel Tepmes 3T0 pagy
HaIlIUX YyBCTB, HO THl BCE XyXKe U XyxKe. Pa3Be Thl He YyBCTBYeIllb BUHHI, KOT{la BUAUILE L[3uHbIOS?
TBOSI HEOCTOPOKHOCTE CTOMJIA XKU3HU €T0 MaTepH, ¥ MHE IIPHUIIIOCH OTIIPABUTE €ro 13 aBopiia. 00
3TOM 3[eCh 3alpPeIIeHO TOBOPUTE. [IoueMy Ke THI 3a CTOJIBKO JIET HE U3MEHHUIACh HU Ha HOTY!

WMnepatop mpoxas oT THeBa.

— Baitre Benu4ecTBo... TOTOa 5 JeMCTBUTEIbHO COBEpPILINIIa OU.II/I6Ky, HO s JINIIBb XO0T€eJla OYUCTUTH
AOBODP OT 3J1a, yTOORI Ballle BEJIMYECTBO HE 0Ka3aJIoCh TII07T BIMSTHUEM 3JI0M HaJIOKHUIIH!

— Pa3Be Ballle BEJTHYECTBO MOKET 0KA3aThCS MO YbUM-TO BIusHHEM? Heyxkesu cecTpa CYUTaeT
Ballle BEeTMYECTBO INTynioM? — [IparoueHHas cympyra Y He yIyCTHIa BO3MOXKHOCTH ITOAIUTh Macja B
OTOHB, U300pazxKasi BO3MYILEHHUE.

— MMnepaTpHuiia, TH 3ar0BOpHIa IuilHee! Bce XeHIIUHEL BO BOPIIE TEPISIT U MOTYAT, a ThI
TBOPHIIIh TaKOEe M HaXOMHUIIb IJIST HETO CTOJIb OJIarOPONHEIE ONpaBmaHusi! — BOOBCTBYyOIIas
UMIIepPaTPHUIla B3NOXHYJA ¥ CEePOUTO MPOU3Heca.

— Barre Benru4ecTBO, HaCIeIHBIN IIPpUHIT OBLT IepexBadyeH y 3allagHbBIX BOPOT, U cerlyac Tam IOyM 1
BO3H. [lommaHHEIM HE 3HAET, Kak IMOCTYIIUTh, — OOJIOZKUJI CTPAaXKHHUK, CKIIOHUBIIINCE B ITOKJIOHE.

— TrI Ke TOBOPUJI, YTO HACJIEAHBIM IIPHHI] B CBOEU pe3uAeHIuu. [louemMy Ke OH OKa3ascs y
3allaJHBIX BOPOT?

WmMmepatpwuiia, BUAs, YTO BCE PACKPHIIOCH, TPOMKO 3aKpHUyaa:

— Baire BenuuecTBO, HE BEPhTE UyXKUM CJI0BaM! XOTs CETOMHS s ¥ YIIYCTHIIA U3 BUAY KOE-4TO,
HaCJIe[HBIN ITPUHI] 37eCh HY pu 4éM. OH yKe MPEOOCTEPET MEHs, HO 5 He TOCyIuasa. f cuuTana,



yTo JIyaHb MsTHb IeHCTBOBAJI 10 YbeMY-TO YKa3aHHI0, YTOOb MPUOIU3UTLCS K BallleMy BEIMYECTBY. Y
HET0 3JIble HaMePeHUs, ¥ OH, OYAyYH MYKUYHUHOM, THITAETCS COOIa3HUTh UMIIepaTopa, YTo
COBEPIIEeHHO OeCCTHITHO.

— BeccTtoimao? Th 3Hael b, 4To MsgHb HUKOTA HE XOTell oMafgaTh BO ABopel? IMeHHO OH He XOTell,
yTOORI S BCIIOMMHAJI IIPOIIoe. IMEeHHO OH BCE 9TO BPeMs 3alluiraj Tebs 1 Jaxe He BUOET
COOCTBEHHOTO IJIEMSHHUKA. B I0HOCTY OH MOTEPSIJT eMUHCTBEHHYIO CECTPY, HO CMOT COXPaHUTh
NOCTOUHCTBO U XKUTh C OTKPHITOX AyIION. TaKux jitofen s BCTpedasl BIepBhle. Thl HeIOCTOWHA Jaxe
IIPOU3HOCUTH €r0 UMsI! — XOJIOIHO ITPOU3HEC UMIIEPATOP.

— OTIyCTUATE MEH4... s HaCJIeOHBIM IPUHIT!

Csio LI3uHbY9HS BBE/IU B ITIOKOU. YBUIEB, KaK €r0 MaTh CTOUT Ha KOJIEHSX Iepel OTIIOM, OH BCE
TIOHSIIL.

— Yo BH festaeTe? MaTymka!

— CBIHOK, 3TO 5 He IOCyIIanachk Te6si, ¥ MHI IIONAJU B JIOBYLIKY. 1 XOTesa UMb IPOy4YnuTh [lyaHb
WsiHs, HO Hac 0OBUHUIIM B TOM, YTO MBI C TOOOY CTOBOPUJIACH OKJIEBETATH €TO.

Ycneimas 310, [lyans UgHb paccMescs:

— MimmepaTpuiia 4yTh He yOuIIa MEeHs, ¥ 3TO Thl Ha3bIBaelllb IpoyyeHueM? 4 okeBeTan Te651? A 4TO
HacyeT ChlHa TOTO CaMO3BaHIla, KOTOPOT'0 BHl IIPUBEIX BO ABOpel? Ballle BeIM4ecTBO MOXKETe
IIPOBEPUTH, KTO CIIOCOOCTBOBAJI €T0 IOTIafaHuIo CIofa.

— TBI TOBOPHIIB, YTO HE MMEEIIb OTHOIIEHUS K 3TOMY CIIyTe, HO KTO MOXKET 3TO IIOATBEPOUTL? Ay
MeHS MHOXKECTBO cBuaeTenel! — MiMmnepaTpuila He coaBaiach.

— XBaTuTt! Bcé 9TO TBOM IOMM, M OHU BCETMa FOBOPST TO, UTO TH IpHKaxeInb! — MmmepaTop
IIpUXKaJl PyKy K IPYAH, TSAXKeJO0 AbIIIa.

— MiMmepaTpulla, Kak rocroxa ABOplia, He MoXkeT 0e3HaKa3aHHO 0OBUHSATH OPYyrux. Temeps 5
ITIOHMMal0, CKOJIbKO HECIIPaBeaIMBOCTH BLITEPIIENIa MOSI CECTPa IIPY XKU3HU. BUIHO, 5TOT OBOpEL HE
MEeCTO 111 MeHs!

XoTs OH Tak TOBOPHJI, €T0 T'Jla3a C TOCKOW CMOTPENIX Ha UMIIepPaTopa, ¥ OH HafesyICs, YTO TOT Cerndac
3aCTYMUTCS 3a HETO.

VimmepaTop, BUfs, YTO eT0 JII00KMMBIN 4eToBEeK COOMpaeTcs YUTH, He MOT C 3TUM CMUPHUTLCS U
IIOCIIEIIHO CKa3all:

— He Bonnyiics, S He MO3BOJII0 3TOMY IIOBTOPUTHCA. UTO KacaeTCs UMIIePaTpPHULIHL. ..
HWmMnepaTop B3OOXHYIIL.

— 91 moHuxkat TeOsT B PaHTe M0 HAJIOXKHUIIE ¥ Ha3Havaro JoManrHui apect B Yeptore Taims. Tam
TUXO0, ¥ THl CMOXKEIIIb XOPOIIEeHbKO ITOAYMaTh O CBOEM ITOBeJeHUM. MaTylliKa, KaK Bhl CUUTAETE,
CIIPaBEJIUBO JIM MOE pelleHue?

BmoBCTByIOIIast UMIEpaTpHUIla JTUIIb KuBHYIa. OHa MOHUMAJa, YTO Y UMIIePATPUIIL TITy0OKKre KOPHH,
U CBEPTHYTH e€ OymeT Hejerko, TeM 6ojiee 4TO e€ OpaT 3aHMMaeT BHICOKUY ITOCT Benukoro
KoMaHpymomero. Cefiyac, KOTia Ha TpaHulle HECIIOKOMHO, ero Nofafepxkka Heodxonuma. [loaTtomy



TaKO€ pelIeHne On1s10 Hanboee Pa3yMHEIM, ¥ OHO TaKXKe€ JAaCT IIOHATH 6paTy HMIIEpPAaTPUIEI, 9TO
BJIaCTh BCE elle IIPpUHAOJIEXKUT CEMbE Cso.

— Baiiie Benmu4ecTBoO, II04YeMy BHI TaK IIOCTYyIIaeTe CO MHOI? ¢ BaIlla 3aKOHHAas CyIIpyra, a BB pagn
MYZXKYHWHHI...

— [la... oTen, 9T0 MOs BHHA. ECiK BBl XOTUTE Ha KOM-TO COPBATHE 3JIOCTh, HAKA2KUTE TOJILKO MEHS.
MaTy'I.HKa HEBHHOBHA.

HacnenHrpIi TpUHI BCTAl HAa KOJIEHU, HEMOHCTPUPYS CHIHOBHIOI ITOYTUTENIEHOCTD.
WmmepaTop B3TISHYI Ha HUX 000UX U TPOU3HEC:

— JlapgHo... TO BCEro JIKIIE CJiellas CBIHOBHSS MIOYTHUTEILHOCTD. T TOXKe OTIPABIISEIIbCS IO
MOMAIITHUH apecT B CBOIO PE3UEHINIO U ITOJyMaelllb O CBOEM ITOBEIeHHUH !

Hacnepnsiii npuHI] Cso L[3MHbY9HB X0TEJI BO3Pa3uTh, HO UMIIepaTpHUIla TYT XKe IOTSIHyJa ero B
CTOPOHY U TUXO CKa3aja:

— YTo coenaHo, TO coenaHo. JIumHue cinoBa 0eCcIIoNe3H .

Csio LI3uHbIOM, BUS 3TO, TIOHSJ, YTO CBEPTHYTh HACJIEAHOT0 IPUHIIA 3THM pPa30M HeBO3MOXKHO. XOT
IJIaH ¥ He cpaboTasl uaeasabHO, UCX0[ OBLT HEIIJIOXMM, ¥ OH TUXO ITPOU3HEC:

— Baire BenuuecTBo, paHbl MOETO [ASOY CIUIIKOM CEPLE3HHI, IIOXKayiCTa, IPUKaXKUTE 1103BaTh
JeKaps!

YxaH U0, rnaad Ha TAXKEI0 paHeHoro rocrnoguta [lyass, He CMOT CoepXkKaThCs:

— Batre BenuuecTBo, paHbl rocrnofuHa [lyaHs HY>KHO JIeYUTh, HO ¥ €r0 BUHY TaKXe HYKHO HaKa3aTb.
Bce Bopyr 3amonyany, ¢ HefoyMeHUeM risaasa Ha Yxas Hso.

— HWsi0, B 4éM BHMHa rocrmonuHa [lyaHs? — CIpoCHia BIOBCTBYIOIIAs UMIIepaTpuiia.

Yxan U0 BIrIsAHYN Ha rocnogvHa [lyaHs ¥ cKasan:

— XOTs ero ¥ OKJIeBeTaJId, HapyIIB MUP B rapeMe, OH BCE XKe HapYIINI 3aKoHb Benukoit JIsH.
Myx4yrHaM 3alpeleHo BCTyllaTh B MHTUMHYIO CBSI3b, U UM HEJb351 KUTh BMecTe. Ero OTHOIIEHU ¢
BalllMM Be/IMYEeCTBOM HEOJHO3HAYHH U YK€ HapylIalT 3aK0oHbl Benukoi JIsH, a CBSI3b C
apHCTOKpaTaMy — 3TO CMEPTHBIM I'pex!

VMnepaTop, yCIBIIIaB 3TO, TOUYBCTBOBAJI TSIKECTh Ha CepHLe:
— Heyxemnu T X0uelb, YTOOH s HaKa3all ero?

— BUHOBEH He TONILKO TOCIIOOUH ,]:[yaHb, HO U Ballle BeIUYEeCTBO TOxXKe!
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