— TrI, MOHAX, KOTIa CTaJl TAKUM OarouyecTuBhIM? Eciiu Hamyraels BOOBCTBYIOIIYIO UMIIePATPHUILY,
THI CMOKEIIlb OTBETUTH 3a 3TO? — THXO B3TOXHYJ UYxkaH Hso.

Heckomnbko CTapHIinX MOHAXO0B, YCJIBEIIIAB IIyM, IIOCIIEIINIIA K HEMY 1 OBLIH IIOTPSACEHB YBUOEHHEIM...

— W50, uTo ¢ To60i? — Csi0 LI3unbIoN ObT 03agadedH. EMy cOOOMIIKIIH, YTO TOT BHITHAN Ky4depa U
yexas Ha KapeTe. Kak e OH 0Ka3aJjiCs B TAKOM COCTOSTHUHU?

Heyxenu MMnepatpulia Hamana ¥ Ha Hero? [Ipu 9ToM MBICTIA OH HE CTOIBKO Gecrokouics 3a YxkaH
Hs0, ckonbKo BHYyTpeHHe pafoBaicsa! Hebeca camu noMoraoT eMy. Terneps HaCcleQHUK [IPeCTONla He
CMOKEeT PacCYUTHIBaTh Ha YxkaH M50, 1 BCKOpe OH OKaxXKeTcs B ero 00bsaTusAx. Torga HacTaHeT BpeMst
[JIS1 €r0 BeJIUKUX CBePIIeHUN.

C 9TuMM MBICTISIMUM OH, HE pa3gyMbIBasi, moaxBaTui YxaH Us0 Ha pyKu:

— O, KTO-HUOY/Ib... CDOYHO cOo00LIMTEe BIOBCTBYIOIIEH UMITEpATPHIIE... U ceMbe UxKaH, uTo M50
paHeH.

Bckope BhoBcTByolas uMIepaTpuiia B COMPOBOXKAEHNN MHOXKECTBA JII0fiei BOpBaniach B KeJIbIO.
YBULIEB CBOEr0 BHYKa B KPOBHU, OHa N0O0OJIefHENa U YyTh He ymana B 00MOPOK:

— YTto CJ'Iy‘-II/IJ'IOCB? XOpOHIO! BrI Bce He MOKeTe BUAETh MEHS CYaCTIHNBOM, XOTUTE NOBECTH MEHS OO
CMepTI/I? Y mMeHs TONIBKO OOUH BHYK, OH — MO€ cepaue, KakK Bbl MOI'JIM TaK C HUM HOCTYI'II/ITL?

Yxkao, cnyKaHKa BOOBCTByOIIEN UMIIEPATPUIIE, TOCIEIINIa YCIOKOUTD €€:
— Bame BenuuecTBo, He THeBalTECh, CHayalla HY2XHO BbUIEYUTH PaHH Hs0.
Ona kuBHyna TpeTbeMy npuHily Cs0 LI3UHBION.

Csio LI3uHbIOY KUBHY U IIOJIOXKHUT PYKY Ha IyJbC M0, HO... IyIbC OB CUJIBHBIM U POBHBIM, HUKAKUX
po6rieM He Ob710. OgHAKO BUI €T0, TIOKPHITOI'0 KPOBBIO, ORI IeMCTBUTEIBHO IyTaloImuM. Bapyr Ha
ero JIulle MOSIBUIACH JIETKas ylIb0Ka, ¥ OH OgyMal:

«9Ta MaJIeHbKas IucuIal»

BrpoBscTByOIasa uMIiepaTpuiia XoJI04HO IOCMOTPeIa Ha YJIEHOB CeMbU YXKaH, KOTOPhIE BHITIIAOENN
CHLITBIMU ¥ [IOBOJILHBEIMH, B TO BpeMs Kak Ms10 OB XyIbIM U U3MOXKOEHHBIM.

— Hunu-aa8? Kak W50 ciofa mobpasncsi! OH — 3aKOHHBIN CBHIH, TI0YEMY ¥ HeTO He OBIJIO OXpaHbI? —
XO0JIOOHO cnpocuiia MMneparpuna.

UxkaH Wsgo0 momyan. MnepaTpulla Tak HepBHKAYala, BEPOSATHO, He 0XKUfas, YTO OH OyJeT B TaKOM
COCTOSIHUU.

— 4 crapa, HO He ryma! Brl Bce XxoTuTe Moei cMepTu! — BOoBcTByOLIas UMIepaTpuila Oblyia He U3
TeX, KOT0 MOXHO 00MaHyTh. OHa MPOIIIa Yepe3 MHOXKECTBO [IBOPI[OBEIX HHTPUT, U ceidac, Korma
nBop OBLT B Xaoce, OHa, XOTh M He X0TeJla BMEIIINBAThCS, He TI03BOIUT ce0st 00MKaTh.

— Baire Benn4ecTBo, IPOCTUTE, S JeMCTBATENIBHO HE 3Haa... BEPOATHO, B TOpax MOSBUIIUCH
OaHOuTHE. MBI 00513aTETbHO BCE BHISICHUM... KTO OBITT TOT Ky4ep, KOTOPHIH yBe3 Msio0? 4 Haliny ero! —
LIuH-HAH, CTOA Ha KOJEHSX, ApoxKaJja OT CcTpaxa.

Kro xe ato coenan? Bece nnmansl pyxaynu! OHa Hafesnach, YTO BooBcTBymoIas uMnepaTpulia 0yger



IOBOJIbHA, U eciu Ms10 cKaxeT mapy Jo0pHIX CJIOB, OHA CMOXKET MOJIyYUTh TUTYII CYIPYTH MUHUCTPA.
Ho Temeps, Korfa cTapyxa Tak pa3rHeBaHa, BCE YCIIOXKHUIIOCE.

— Bamre BenmnuuecTBo... Ha Hac Hamlaau OaHOUTH, KOTOPBIE XOTeNnu YOuTh TpeTbero npuHia. fA exarn ¢
HUM B OOHOY KapeTe, II03TOMY...

I'y ®anbilyaH BHEMaTEIbHO Ha0II0as, 3aMETUB eiBa YI0BUMYIO YIEIOKY Ha nuile Csto LI3uHbIOM, B
TO BpeMs Kak MMmepaTpulia coxpaHsiia CIIOKOUCTBHE, CJIOBHO 3TO HE UMEJIO K Hel HUKAKOT0
OTHOILIEHUS.

— Ha Tpetrero npuHna Hananu? Balite BenuyecTBo, Bbl JOMKHEL 3alIUTUTh Cs10 LI3unabu! OH TOJBKO
BEPHYJICS, U, BEPOSITHO, KOMY-TO OH MellaeT! — [[paroueHHas cynpyra Y ¢ IPUTBOPHOU I'PYCThIO
Opocua B3rnsag Ha ViMnepartpully, oxkupgasi, 4To Ta OIafeT B HEJIOBKOe NooxeHne. OHa 3Hasa, 4To
HeHaBUCTh MMmepatputibl K Cs0 [[3uHbM Oblsia HELTYTOYHOM.

— Komy on metmtaet? OH — GeqHBIN MIPUHI-3a/I0KHUK, KakK ¥ Mol Msio! He pogHble IeTH, U UX XOTAT
yHUYTOXKUTE. Kakue ke 37bie cepana! [Jaxe B CBSALIEHHOM MecTe Oyaiu3Ma OHU T'OTOBH Ha TaKoe, He
60sicb Bo3Me3usi! — BOoBCTBYyIOIIas UMIIEpaATPHUIIa XOIOOHO (GEIPKHYIA.

LluH-HSH He cMeJla TOBOPUTH, yMasi, 4To BIOBCTByIOIIas uMIepaTpulia uMesna B Buay e€. Ho oHa He
3Hasa, YTO CJIoBa ObIIM HampaBneHH U Ha MMnepartpuily. YeTBepToiit npuHl Csio LI3UHBYM He OB €€
POIHBIM CBIHOM, OH OBIIT PEOEHKOM JTIO0MMOM XKeHITMHE uMIriepaTtopa JIsH, HaHbI3kl, KoTOpas Oblla
u3 CeBepHOU Baii, HeBepPOSTHO KpaCUBOU M TaJlaHTJIMBOM B TaHIaX U Urpe Ha nutpe. Umnepatop JIsH
Obl1 €3 yMa OT He€ U [laXke XOTeJl OTPeUYbCs OT HaclleHUKa B eé 1monb3y. Ho MMnepartpuiia,
IIPUJIOKUB OTPOMHBIE YCUJIUS, CMOTJIa YOeIuTh UMIlepaTopa 0TKa3aThCs OT 3ToM uneu. OJHAKO C TexX
II0p 9Ta XXeHINKWHA CTajla e€ 3aK/ISATHIM BparoM. B KoHIle KOHI[OB, OHa yMepJiia MOJIOHOH, 1
VimmepaTpuiia, 06 beUHUBIINCH C HECKOJIBKMMU MUHUCTPAMH, OTIIPaBUIIa eé ChiHa B HaHbuy B
Ka4yeCcTBe 3a/I0KHUKA, IIaHUPYs yOUTh ero TaMm. Ho, K e€ yIuUBIIeHUIO, OH BBIXKHUJI U BepHYJICs!

YkaH Ms10 MPUTBOPUIICS, UTO HUYETO He MTOHUMAET, U C kKat000# CKa3aJl:

— Balyika, He BuHUTe LIuH-HSH... U3HAYAJIBHO 5 JOJIXKEeH OBITT exaTh CO BTopeiM OpaToM, HO
HACJIeMHUK CKa3aJjl, YTO X04YeT IIOrOBOPUTD C HUM, ITO3TOMY s Ioexasn ¢ TpeTsuM mpuHIiieM. U BOT Ha
Hac Hanagy 6aHOUTH, OHM IIPeciiefoBaay TpeTbero npuHIa!

ITUMM CJIOBAaMHM OH CBS3all HaclegHuKa U YxkaH YsHbiu. LIMH-HSIH, YCIIBIIIIAB 3TO, elIle He IOHSIIA,
KaKyI0 POJIb ChIr'pall UxkaH YsHbIM, HO Hadala 6eCHOKOI/ITLC5{, YTO OH MOXKET OBITh 3aMeIllaH.

YUxaH YsHBIM CIIOKOMHO CKa3all:

— 4 ¢ geTcTBa 3HAKOM C HaC/lIeOHUKOM, U B IIOCIegHNE THU IIPOXU30IIJI0O MHOTO CO6LITPIIZ, OH IIPOCTO
X0TeJI MEeHA YTEIINTE.

— Vremuts? Hy fa... HaclegHUK BCeraa XOPOLIOo naaun ¢ YKaH Ip-TYHI3H, a ¢ M0 OTHOIIEeHUS
ObLIM Xy2Ke, BEPOSITHO, OHU pefKko obmanucs! — Csio L3unbioN cen psimoM ¢ Msio, moTporain ero 106 u
KUBHYII.

Csi0 LI3UHBbYSHD YIIBIOHYICS:

— W50 gacTo GoreeT, s peaKo C HUM 00LIaICs, 3TO HOPMAaJIbHO. 3a4eM Thl TOBOPHIIb TaKKe BeIlH,
YTOORI BEICTABUTH MEHS IIJIOXUM?

— CTapH.IPIfI 6paT, s He 3a Te0s TrOBOPIO, 3a49€M ThI MEHA BUHMUIIE? TH €CTECTBEHHO peadKo C HUM



oOmasncs, 3To HopMasnbHO! Pa3Be g HenpaB? — Cs0 L[3WHBIOM Ha 3TOT pa3 He CTall CHepPKUBaThLCA.
Cs0 LI3uHBbY9HB X0I0AHO (HBIPKHYIL:

— C KeM y MeHsT KaKue OTHOIIEHUS, 3TO He TBOE meno, TpeTul mpuHil. T CIUIIKOM MHOTO Ha cebst
Oepémp!

— Yo HacnepHUK yTemma YxaH YsHbu? Pacckaxku MHe! — X0IOOHO CKa3asna BooBcTByromas
MMIlepaTpulla, TNsagd Ha MordanuBoro Cso LI3MHBYSHE U CBOIO HEBECTKY.

— Bamme BenuuecTBo, paHee 'epijor AHb yIIOMKHAJ 0 IpU3pavyHoOl cBafib0e ¢ ceMbéi UxkaH. Benb
Anb Koy — 3aKOHHBIY CHIH, @ YkKaH Y9HbLK — HEe3aKOHHOPOXKAEHHHIH, 1 OpaK MexkAy HUMU OBI
OBl HEPABHBIM. ¢ XOTEJI MPeaI0OKUTh OTIY YCHHOBUTE UKaH USHBIM OT UMEHHU TETYIIKH, IPUHIIECCH
®3HBH, 4TOOB OH MOT IOCTOMHO BOMTH B CeMbIO AHB, HE YHUXKAS UX U HE TI030PS IOM IIPUHIIECCHI.

Csto LI3uHbY9HD, XOTS U ObLJT B3BOJIHOBAH, IIOHKMaJl, YTO HalafieHue Ha TpeThero NpuHIa U paHeHue
Hsi0 He OyoyT IpUIUCAHE MY .

LwuH-HAH, YCIIBIIIAB 3TO, OBlna IMIOKKUPOBAdHA:

«Heykenu OH C caMOT0 XOTeJI CTaTh CHIHOM ®3HBHU, TO3TOMY BCE BPEMsi OTKA3BIBAJICS MTPOCUTH
HacJIeHUKA O TUTYJe CYIPyru MuHKUCTpa? He MoxkeT ObITh... U9HBIM HE TAaKOM, OH Bcerma Ol
IpefiaH MHe, OH TOBOPUJI, YTO CHeJaeT BCE, UTOORI 1 CTana Cynpyroi MUHUCTpA!»

Ona nocMotpena Ha UxkaH UsHbIM, HO OH u30eras e€ B3risafa. Bcé cTano sSiCHO: €€ MeUTHL 0
MaTepPUHCTBE PYXHYIH.

Yxan Us0 momymannt:
«HacnegHuK meiCTBUTEIBHO CUJIEH...»
— U cabbIM TOJIOCOM CKa3all:

— Bbaly1mika, Hac/eHUK IIpaB... eciid Bropoi 6paT OyfeT yHUXKEH B ceMbe AHb HM3-3a CBOET0 HU3KOTO
ITPOUCXOXKIEHUS, 3TO PaHUT L[UH-HSH.

CmoBa 0 HU3KOM MPOUCXOXKOEHUY OBITU 04eHb O0TIe3HEHHE!, HO ceronHs LIMH-HSIH MOTJia TOJIBKO
TePIEeTh. DTOT MapeHb, BEPOSITHO, CIIELMAJIbHO IPUIIET, YTOOB YHU3UTL €€, HO €€ YHUKEHUe OBII0
HUYTO II0 CPAaBHEHMIO C TEM, YTO cHeian eé coOCTBeHHBIN ChiH! BCé, 4TO OHa menana, OO pagu
Hero, HO OH pajy CTaTyca 3aKOHHOTO ChIHA IIpefaj CBOI0 MaTh!

— W0, THI TJIyTI, KaK TAaKOM HU3KUU YEJIOBEK MOXKET CTaTh CHIHOM TBOEM MaTepu? ITO OCKOPOUT eé
uMs, 51 HUKOT'TIa He CoTrJalnych! — BooBcTBymolass MIiepaTpHUIla B THEBe KaTeropuyecKy OTKas3asla.

http://bllate.org/book/16708/1535600



