— Ecyu ObI MOXKHO OBIJIO BEIXKKTD, 51 OBl HE BO3pa3all JepxKaTh TeOs B 00bITUAX KaXK/Ibli JeHb, HO
6010Ch, UTO yKe Yepe3 MrHOBEHHE MBI CTaHEM [OOBIYEH 9TOTO JEMOHUYECKOT0 CYIIecTBa, —
IIPOM3HEC OH, KPENKO MprKUMast Tejo YxkaH M50 K JIomagy ¥ ycakuBasi ero Ha Hee C
YBEPEHHOCTEHIO.

OHY HeCNHUCH IO IJIally, HO 9TO OBIJIO JIUIID TIIETHOE YCUINe. YKe uepe3 KOpoTkoe BpeMs [Ituna I1an
HelIpeMeHHO BhIpBeTCs. BHe3anHo Cs10 LI3uHBY mOCTas U3-3a Ta3yXu KOPOTKYI0 GIEeUTy C TpeMs
oTBepcTusaMu. KpacHas neiiTa cusiina, CIIOBHO IParoleHHOCTb.

— He oxwupmasn, 4To 4eTBePTHIM IPUHIL IIPUIIEST IOATOTOBICHHEIM!

3a mpemenaMu Ijialia Bce 3aMepiu, Habmomgas, Kak [Ituma I1sx npubnuxaercs K HuM. Kaxk e
3aTaull JbIXaHue, BOKPYT LlapuJja IIoJIHad TUIIMHA. BHe3amHo yomans Ha Ijiany u3fgana IpOTIKHBIN
KPUK ¥ 3aMepJiia Ha MecTe. [IpucayIaBIich, MOXKHO OBIJIO YJIOBUTh CTPAHHBIM 3BYK, [TOHOCSALIUNCS
OTKYy[a-TO U3HYTPH.

— YT0 3TO 3a 3BYK?
— Iloxoxe Ha kpuK IITuirs [15H!

JI1ooy He TOHMMAJIH, YTO IIPOUCXOINT, M O3UPANHUCh 110 CTOpoHaM. OgHako AHb 2Komu 3Hal 39TO
CJIMILIKOM XOpOIIO0. ITO OBUT KPUK caMKU. HeyXemnu TOT UAUOT, KOTOPHIH [OJIKeH OBl IPUCMaTpUBaTh
3a Heli, ymycTtun ee? 3Bepb cOexan! OxBaueHHBIN OECIIOKONCTBOM, OH, BOCIIOIb30BaBIIUCh
MOMEHTOM, He3aMeTHO BhIOpasICd 13 TOJIH U o0exajl B yeIUHEHHOe MeCTO Ha IIally, Toe FPOMKO
I03Bal:

— Cobaka! I'me TOT 3Bepb, 32 KOTOPHIM THI [OIKEH ObIIT CIIEIUTH?

W3-3a mepeBa, IpoxKa, BHIIIET CTAPUK B JTOXMOTHSIX. ET0 JTH1I0 OBIIIO TPSI3HEIM, @ OT Tejla UCXOMUII
OTBpaTUTENNbHLIN 3amax. OH YCMEXHYJICS:

— T'ocioguH AHB, caMKa BCe ellle 3amepTa B Moel KieTke!

CTapuK X0JI0[HO YCMEXHYJICS, JO0CTaBas u3-3a Ia3yxu KIeTKy pa3MepoM C CIUTOK. BHyTpu caMka
OTYasTHHO OMJIa KPbUTbSIMHU, MTBITAsCh BHIPBATHCH.

— Xopo1o... { ycnelian KpUK U IogyMal...

— He Bomnnyiics... Moii coBeT OBbINT faH Ojisl TBoeH mojb3kl. Ecny YkaH YsHbIM MIPOSBUT K Tebe
0J1arOCKJIOHHOCTS, Uero Tebe elle XKenaTh?

On YCMEXHYJICA, HO B €TI0 B3rjisiie CKBO3UJIa CKPLITAsA HaCMEIIKa.

— 4 He xouy, 4T0OH YkaH Uso0 ymep. 4 xouy, 4TOOHI OH KUJI B MyKaX. MeHs pocTo 6ecurt, Koraa s
BUXKY, KaK OH 00MKaeT UsHBIH.

Crapuk mokKayarll r0JI0BOM:

— B Hebe cobupaeTcs 1z YepHoro [IpakoHa, 9TO CUia, ClIoco0Has 3axBaTuTh He6o. Korma 3Be3ma
uMIlepaTopa ociiabHeT, HacTynuT BpeMsi YepHoro [IpakoHa.

— TrI CHOBa Hecellb Yylllb, CTAPUK?

— T'ocniopuH, 6yob OCTOPOXKEH c3afu!



B aToT MOoMeHT AHb 2KoIii ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAaK €ro CIHHY 002KKUTaeT ropsdYuil oroHb, OH
WHCTUHKTUBHO OTJISHYJICS U YBUOEJ, YTO I03agu Hero CTouT OTHeHHBIH LIMInHb, CMOTPSIINY Ha
HETO C SIPOCTHIO, €T0 MaCTh Obl/Ia MIHPOKO PACKPHITA.

OrHenHbld [IUTHHD HEIIOOBUXKHO CMOTpPeIT Ha AHb 2Komuu, ero ry0sl, Ka3aioch, HAaCMEeIIJTHBO
ynbibanuck. OH Haxke He YIOCTOWII B3TIIAOM OBYX Jitofei rmepen co0oii. BpoxmeHHOe Benuyune
OrrenHoro LIunuHs BO3BHIILIAIOCh HAZl BCeMU JIonbMu. Kpome M0, KTO elle MOT 3aC/TyKUTh €r0
BHHMaHHe?

OH B31eTeN B BO3AYX U Opocuy ctapuka Ha 3emito. KieTka ¢ ITulleil Bhilana U3 PyK CTapuKa u
TIOKaTHUIach 10 3eMJIe.

Anp XKortwm 6pocuiicst K KieTke, Ho oH nubo HemooreHun OraenHoro Liunuss, mubo mepeoneHun ceos.
C omHMM [BUXKEHHMEM Jankl LIUIMHS OH C TPOXOTOM yIIall Ha 3eMITIO.

— Tl'ocioguH AHB, He menai pPe3KuX IBUKEHUH... Thl He eTr0 COMEPHUK!

Kak TOnbKO CTapuK IPOU3HEC 3TU C10Ba, AHb 2KOIM [eiCTBUTENBHO 3amMep. Ho He moToMy, 4TO HE
XOTeJl ABUTAThHCS, a IOTOMY, YTO He MoT! Bce KOCTH B ero Tejie ObLIM CIIOMaHHBI, ¥ OJHO
HEOCTOPOKHOE [ABUXKEHUE MOIJIO CTOUThH MY XKU3HU.

CTapuK TUXO IMPOU3HEC:

— ToI TOTPATUIT CTONBKO CHUJI, YTOOBI N3MEHUTD €r0 Cyas0y, HO Bce 3TO OBIJI0 HampacHo. Temneps ThH
IIPEeBPATHIICS B 3TOI'0 KPOBOXKAOHOTO 3BePsi. Thl HEHABUIUIIL €T0 UITA ITPOCTO HE MOXKEIh 6e3 Hero?

Barnan Oraennoro IunuHs 3ameplias, OH OTCTYIUJ Ha3ajl, eT0 MaCCUBHOE TeJI0 Ha MTHOBEHUE
1oTepsiyio opreHTauuoo. OH oKaydaJs I'ojIOBOM, MTOMHST KJIETKY U 3axar ee B 3y0ax. OH IpUCTalIbHO
CMOTPEJ Ha CTapHKa, CJIOBHO IHITASCh 3aredaTiieTh ero 06pa3 B CBOEH MaMSITH.

— HM3menus cynn0y, TH 00peK ero Ha BeYHble CTpafilaHus, Ha OMUHOYECTBO, faXKe eC/Id OH CTaHeT
MMIIEPATOPOM. JTO TO, Yero ThHI TaK XoTes!

Crapuk cMoTpen B rnada OrHeHHOMY LIUIKMHIO, CJIOBHO OCTPHIM KIIMHOK, IIPOH3AMIINN ero cepale.
OH BUAEN BCe, BUIEN Te KPOXU YeJIOBEYEeCKUX YyBCTB, UTO OCTANIUCh B 3TOM 3BEPE.

Oruenubld L{unuHE IPOAOJIKAJ KadaTh TOJIOBOM, B3JIETENI U yIIIeJs, He OrIAAbBasck. Ho Teneps yxe
OBLJIO CITUIIKOM NO3[HO... Bo3BpaTa He ObL10!

— Cmacure...
W3paneka moHeccs Ciaabbli TOJIOC, XKaJTKUW ¥ OTBPATUTEITLHEIN.
CTapuk yCMEXHYJICH:

— Bbrnarogaps tebe s yBumen OrHennoro Lunuus. d ckasan Bce, 4To X0Tesl. YTo KacaeTcs Te6s... Th
Oonbille MHe He HyXKeH... Ho TBOSI CMepTh MOXKET BhI3BaTh IIePEmosiox mpu aBope Benukoi JIsH. Eciu
3T0 pa3o3nuT [loBenuTtens L{unuHs, TBOS CMePTh He OyoeT HalpacHO!

— Yro THI 3agyMan? Ecnu TH mocMeelh TPOHYTh MeHs... CeMbsi AHb He 0CTaBUT Te0s B IIOKOE.
laxe gpoxa oT cTpaxa, AHb 2KoLu IIpofoIKaj yrpoxaTh.

— 4 6otoch Baren cembu? 1 mokaxy Tebe, KTO s TaKoi!



C 9THMHM CJIOBAaMH OH CHSIJI MacKy, 0OHaKHUB JIMIIO, IIOJIHOE KOBapCTBa U XKeCTOKOCTH. Ero B3rmsam,
CIIOBHO OCTPHIM HOXK, pe3an ceppaue AHb 2Korwm.

— Tet1... Monogou rocrnogus 13u u3 CeBepHoii Bau!
— Her... 4 Benukuii XKpen Bocrounou Luns!

Oxka3zwiBaeTcsi, Monomoy rocuoaus 113u Bcerga 0wt Benukum 2Kperiom BocTounoit Luab. OH OB
IIIMOHOM, BHeIpeHHHIM B CeBepHYI0 Baii. UMnepatop CeBepHoii Baut X3 V maBHO 11omo3peBar ero, u
OH CaM BBI3BAJICS OTIPABUTHCSA B Benukyio JIstH, 4TOOH ocesiTh pa3nop Mexny CeBepHoi Bait u
Bemnukoit JIsH, yTo0B BocTouHast [IuHb MOTIa M3BIeYb BRITOAY U3 cuTyauuu. Korma mu YepHOTo
IpakoHa MOmHsIOCh B He00, OH IIpefcKa3an nossiaenue [Topenutens LIunuHsg u TpSOyIIUN Xaoc,
KOTOPHIN 03BOJIUT BocTouHOM LIuHb 00bequHUTD [IomHEOEeCHYO.

OH mpocTo ycTpous HeOOIbIyIO JIOBYLIKY, U Tnynel; AHb 2Ko1u nomnajncs. EqUHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH He
MOT TIOHSITh, — 3TO CBsI3b MexkAy YxkaH Mo u [losenurenem Lununs. [Touemy OrHenHbl LIunuHb
HECKOJIPKO pa3 CIlacall ero, ¥ modyeMy 9To 603KeCcTBeHHOe CYIIeCcTBO ObIIO Tak IMpefaHo eMy?

— IIpoury Teb4... [Tomanu MeHs...  or6raromapio Te6s1 Korga-HUOyIb!
Anb Koy yHUXKEHHO YMOJII, Kak cobaka.
— Or6naromaputh MeHs1? Celiyac U eCTh JIydlllee BpeMs [JIsl 9TOTO...

He 3akonuuB (ppasy, monomoi rocnogus 113u 3apymun Aub 2Korw, HaOmogas, Kak TOT 6beTCs B
aroHuy, UCTeKas KPoBbl0. B ero cepare OBUIO CTPaHHOE YyBCTBO YIOBIETBOPEHUS.

— ITycTh TBOSI CMepPTh CTaHeT xKepTBou st [ToBenmuTens LIumKUHS, a TBOS KPOBb Pa300IauuT
nuiieMepue Benukon JIsu!

Anb Koy HaKOHeIl ITOHSJI, KaKo¥ 3aMbices1 Obl1 y BocTouHoM [IMHB, HO Temeph ObIJIO YKe CIUIIKOM
IO3[HO...

Momnopoit rocnoguH L[3u cMoTpen Ha Teno AHb 2KoIu 1 He MOT ciepkaTh yiael0ku. OH pas0pocan
nepbs caMku [Ituiel [19H no Teny. Ha 3eMie octanuce cnengsl OrHeHHoro Liunvasa u Teso ¢
IlepeIoMaHHEIMU KOCTSIMU — BCe YKa3bIBaJlo Ha TO, YTO youiinel 61 OrHeHHBIN L[UTHHE.

— Kakoe npekpacHoe 3penuie!
C yNBIOKOM MTPOM3HEC MOJIOA0#H rocmoau 113u.

Ha nmany Csio LI3uHbu npukpei coboit YxkaH HMsio, BpeMsi OT BpeMeHH M3[aBasi 3BYKH (PIIEHTEHI,
UMUTHUPYIOIIME KPUK caMKu. UYxkaH M0 mpo cebGs yOUBMSICS: OH YeTBepThIi nmpuHn? HeT... KTo oH
Ha caMoM fgerne?

Csio LI3uHbY He OCTaHaB/IMBAJICS HU HA MCHOBEHUeE, TIOT KaTUICS 110 ero j0y. OH urpan yxe LeJblid
yac. 3ByKu (el Thl OBLIN JUIIb YIIOBKOM, 4TOOB cOUTH ¢ TonKy IITuiry I[1sH. Ecu oH 0CTaHOBUTCSH,
oHu 06a morubHyT. Ho 3puTenu Ha TpubyHax, Ka3anoch, HUYero He 3aMedali.

KpoBb counmnack u3 ero ry0, okpaiBas oTBepcTus (et Ykan Mo TUX0 cKasan:
— 3Jt0 He TBoe meno, Oeru. IITura I19H 0XOTUTCS 3a MHOM, OHA HE TPOHET Tebs.

Csio LI3unby He obpalan BHUMaHUS, OH IPOXoJIKai urpate. [Ituna [19H yxXe nexana Ha 3eMIle,



noTepsiB 6QUTETLHOCTD U arpeccuio. OHA AyMasa, YTo ee BO3JIOOIEHHbIN PSIOM, U 3TO YYBCTBO
ry0O0KO# MMPUBSI3aHHOCTY U IIeYaId He MOTJIO He TPOHYTh Cepplie.

Kasasnochk, B 9TOM MKpe He OBIIO ITaphl, KOTOpast Mobuia Okl APyT Apyra cuibHee, yeM oHu! YkaH
Wsio He cMen myMaTh 00 9TOM, OH y2Ke coOupasics npu3BaTh OrHeHHOTO LIumuHs, YTOOH 3aUUTHTh
cebsa u Cso 1I3uHbH.

Cs0 LI3uHbU, Ka3aJi0Ch, IIOHIJ €T0 HaMepeHune nu 6BICTpO OCTAHOBHII €T0:

— W0, He mpu3sbiBait OraeHHoro LIunuHs, ecinu 9TO He KpaklHss Heo0X0mguMocCTh. [Ipu mBope yxke
eCTh Te, KTO ITofio3peBaeT Tebs, ¥ He BCe B loMe MUHHUCTPA MMOAIePKUBAIOT HaClIeIHUKA. ECu TH
OKazKelIbCs B OIIACHOCTH, KaK TH CMOXKEIIb 3alllUTUTL ceOsa?
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