— Y MeHs HET MOJIOOOTO X03s1Ha, II0YEMY ThI TaK MMOAYMaj? — CIIPOCHU YOUBIEHHBIN YaHb O9H.
On gocTarn KJIIoYM ¥ Hadall OTKPHIBATh IBEPH, IPOAOIKAsa HaCTaBIATh:

— Ecnu TH 3aMeTHlllb, YTO C HEM YTO-TO HE TaK, TO THL...

— 4 rpoMKo 11030BY Tebs1, magHO? — B3mOXHYI baii FxaHb.

— BepHo, 51 6yny XKpmaTh y ABepu. ECNIK YTO-TO CIIyYUTCS, S YCIBIIY TBOM KPUK. PSimOM C IBepbhio €CTh
eIl1e 3BOHOK, KOTOPHEIY TOXK€e MOXKHO HCIIOIb30BaTh AJII CUTHaNa, — yCMexHyIncsa Ysup O3H.

— IToHsm, oTKpEIBall CKOpee, — C MOKOPHOCTHIO Tpou3Hec bail MxaHs.

Tao Llu Ovlna mpuBsidaHa K CTYJy B mogBasie. CBET He TOpesi, BOKPYT Liapuiia mofHas TbMa. OT
IIOJITOTO CUMIeHMS OHAa YyBCTBOBasa ce0s yKaCHO, a CTpax He [aBaj ed 3aCHyTh. OHa MOTJIa TOJIbKO
0eCcKOHEYHO MPOKINHATL ball MxaHs B CBOEM cepIle, YTOOH XOTh KaK-TO CIIPABUTHCS € yKacoMm. OHa
He 3HaJa, YTO XKMAET €€ 3aBTpa, He TOHMMAJIa, ToyeMy Hebeca Tak HecIipaBedJIuBH K Hel. OHa
YHTala CTOJILKO POMAHOB O IOMaiaHIaX, Toe BCe OHW CTAHOBUIKCEH OOEIUTEIIMU, BIIafie/IH
UMIIEPUSIMM ¥ KpacaBllaMu MyXX4YuHaMu. [loyeMy ke OHa OKa3ajach 3allepTo B TEMHOM ITOfIBaJIe,
IpoXKa OT CTpaxa Mepeq 3aBTPAIIHUM CYoOM?

[Toka oHa KuIlesa OT BO3MYIIEHUs, Y IBEPH IOCIIBIIIAICS IyM. B mopmBaie ObII0 TUXO0, U TI060# 3BYK
Ka3ajcs rpoMkuM. OHa C HafleXKI0M U CTPaxoM yCTaBUJIach Ha [IBEDb.

[IBeps MeIeHHO OTKPhLIACh, ¥ CBET M3BHE IIPOHUK BHYTPb. Tao LIy 3akMypuiach OT BHE3AITHOTO
CBeTa U JIUIIb Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO CeKYH]I CMOTJIa PasTislieTh Yel0BeKa, CTOSIIEero Ha mopore. 3To ObLI
BBICOKUM MyxXK4uHa, 00jiee CTPOMHEIN, YeM OONBIIMHCTBO. B 0MHOI pyKe OH JgepzKajl YTO-TO IT0X0XKee
Ha SmuK. CBeT majasi 3a ero CIuHy, MofgUYEpPKUBas AJIMHHBIE HOTH U Y3Kyi0 Tanuio. OH MIENKHY T
BBIKJTIOYATeJIEM, U 3aropejiach HacTeHHas jaMina. CBeT OB TYCKJIBIM, HO JOCTaTOYHBIM, YTOOH Tao
Llu pasrnsapmena ero nuio. 9To Obi1 Bait MxaHs!

[ToueMmy-TO OHa YyBCTBOBaJja, 4TO 3TOT baii MixaHb OBIJI COBCEM HE TEM YEJI0BEKOM, KOTOPOTO OHa
BULena psgoM ¢ My llsunbioaneM. Ero muio 610 6eCCTpacTHEIM, HO OT HEr0 UCXOOMIIa CTpaHHas
XOJIOMHOCTb.

Bbau MxaHb crerka KHWBHYIJI 4€JIOBEKY 3a OIBEPLIO, U OHa MEJIEHHO 3dKPEIJIACh. OH CcTOsNT Ha MeCTe,
Moi4a riagaod Ha Tao Lu, 3aTeM, IepecTaBlidsa HOTH, Ha4all MEeIJIEHHO CIIYCKAThCA I10 CTYII€HbBKAM.

Tao Llu mouyyBCcTBOBaJa, KaK OT €ro B3IJIsfa 110 CIIMHe Ipo0eka XOJIOMOK, ¥ BOJIOCH Ha HEel BCTaIH
ner0ooM. OHa He MOTJIa faXke 3aKpHU4aTh, TOIBKO CMOTPea, KaK 9TOT He3HAaKOMbIH Bait MxaHb
npubnuxarncs K Hedt. Korfia on mopoImén 6;11xke, OHa pa3riisifesia, 4YTo B ero pyKe Obln HeOObIIon
SIIUK C MHCTPYMEHTaMHU.

Bait ixaHb OCTAHOBWJICS TIepeN Hel, Mojiua CMOTPS Ha He€, U HaKOHEeIl IPOU3HEC:

— 4 3Hato, 4to TH He Tao llu. He nbiTalica onpaBabpiBaThCA. B 9TOM MUpe IPOUCXOIUT MHOTO
HEeOOBSCHUMOTO0, HO BAIlld PA3JIUYUS CIIMIITKOM BEJTUKH.

Tao Ilu oTKphina poT, HO He CMOTJIa BEIMOJIBUTH HU CJIOBA.
Bait ixaHb yCMexHYyICS U Bo6aBuUI:

— Kaxk tebs 30ByT?



— Mensd 30ByT Tao Llu, — pactepsanHo oTBeTuna Tao Lu.

— CoBnagenue uMén? Tao 1Iu, T, JOMXKHO OBITH, CIIBIIIIAJIA TIOTOBOPKY: XapaKTep OIpeneseT
cynp0y. Hu4To He 0CTaéTCsl HEM3MeHHBIM. B KU3HU MBI CTAJIKHBaEMCS C MHOKECTBOM BEIOODOB, U
KaXX[bll U3 HUX MOXKET MOBIUATH WIN JaXKe U3MEHUTh Hallly KU3Hb. f1 CNbIa, Kak Th 9acTo
TOBOPUIIIL, YTO BCE MOKHO OBITh MHa4e. Ho TH He MOHUMaEITh, YTO HUUETO He TOIXKHO ObITh
onpenenéHHEIM 006pa3oM. Eciu xo4elh Kakoro-To pe3yabTaTa, Hy?KHO IPUJIOKUTE YCUTTUS.

OH cpenan mar BIepen, HaKJIOHUIICS ¥ IIOCMOTPET IPSIMO B rita3a Tao Lu:

— Tt xouems ObITH ¢ LI3MHBIOAHEM, TIOTOMY YTO JI06UIIL ero? Bpsm mu. [103BoIb MHe yragaTh: U3-3a
ero craryca? Ero cocrossuusi? Ero BHemHOCTH? Wiy u3-3a 60raToi KU3HU, KOTOPYIO THL MOTJIa OBl
BECTU Kak rocrnoxa My?

TBI 3aiyMBIBajiach, I0YeMy Thl OKa3ajach B TaKOM noyioxkeHun? [louemy npepsigymas Tao Lu
CMOTJIa CTaTh rOCI0XK0i My, a Thl — HeT? Temnepk TH faxke MOXKeIIb IPeaBUOeTh Oyayinee. ITo
OrpoMHOe npeumyiiectBo! Ho BMeCTO 3TOro Tl 0OKa3anach 3[4eCh, BOSMOXKHO, laXe Ha IIyTH B
TIOPbMY? — PEIINI OH HEMHOTO €€ HalyTraTk.

— Kak TBI y3Has, 4TO 4 nomnafaHka? — € yKacoM BOCKJIUKHYyNa Tao Lu.

— INomapgaHka? — HaxMypuiics bait Mxanb 1 0e3 BhIpaXKeHUs IIPOU3HEC. — f cKasall, YTO ThI
CIIUIIKOM OTNin4aelnkbcs oT Tao Lu. Kpome nuila, y Bac HeT HU4ero o61ero. Trl 3Haellb CTOILKO
Bellleil, KOTOPBIe OHa He MoTJia 3HaTh. Kak 9To He BBI3BaTh MOJ03PEHUN?

Cnéssl camu cobo¥t moTeknu no nuiy Tao Lu:

— 4 obryHas meBylIKa. 4 momaa ciofia, AyMasi, YTO 3TO MOM InaHc. Ho moyemy Bc€ moiio He Tak?
IIPOCTO XOTeNa Nyulled XXKU3HU. J He X0Tesa BCIO XKU3Hb OBITh MaJIeHbKUM YeJI0BEKOM, Oerarmium 3a
KyckoM xyieba. [ToueMy BB TaK CO MHO¥M ITOCTyIaeTe?

— 4 cka3zay, 4TO pa3Hbe Pe3yIbTATH MPUXOIST OT PA3HBIX BLIOOPOB. ThI 3HAEIH CTOILKO 0 OyayIIeM.
Ecnu GBI THI ITPOCTO XOTeJIa AYYIen XKU3HHU, Thl MOTJIa ObI MIPUHTH KO MHE U IIPEeRyIPequTh, YTOOH! 5
MOT TTOMOYb CECTpe U 351Ti0 u306exkaTh PUCKOB. A Obl oOecreunn Tebe KuU3Hb 6€3 3a60T. ITO BCETO
nunIb mpuMep. Eciu OB TH UCIIONIb30Baia HHGOPMAIIMIO B CBOEH I'0JI0Be, Thl MOTjia OBl CTATh BAXKHOMI
IIEPCOHOM, He Oyny4u ubeii-To M000BHULIeH UK XKeHOoU. Thl Moria Obl KHUTh B JOCTAaTKE caMa I10
cebe. Ho, K coxkasneHu1o, TH BeIOpaia HE TOT IMyTh.

— 910 He Tak! Ecnu OB BCE 1IIJIO 110 CIOKETY, s MOTJIa Obl CTaTh JKEeHOM reHepaibHOro gupekropa! He
IIPOCTO XHUTh B fOCTaTKe! — 3akpuyarsa Tao Lu.

['nma3a eé pacIIUpPUIKCh, CJIE3H KaTUIIKCH 110 IeKaM. OHa BCKPUKHYJIA U 3aphifaja:

— 9t0 He Tak! Ecnu GBI BCE 1IIJI0 110 CIOKETY, ST MOTJIa ObI CTaTh JKEeHOM reHepaibHOro gupekropa! He
IIPOCTO XUTh B JOCTaTKe!

— Bort Bupmuims, s TOBOPHUJI, YTO XapakKTep ompenenseT cynab0y. 2KenaHus dyenoBeKa 6e3rpaHUyHEL. ThI
OblyTa CITUIIKOM JKaTHOM, ¥ TBOE MafleHKe BIIOJTHE 3aCyKeHo. Pa3 yXK Tak, pacCKaXu MHE, 4TO
IIPOM3OIIIIO TI0CIe MOeH CMepPTH, KaK THI CKa3ajia, yepel3 TP roga?

— To1 6outrbca cMeptu? Xa! 3aueMm s goikHa Tebe paccKasbiBaTh? — ycMexHynach Tao Lu.

Ha nune Ba#t MixaHs He ObIIO HU TEHW 3MOITUH, €T0 I'0JI0C OBIJT POBHEIM:



— ThI, mox0Xke, 3a0bl/Ta 0 CBOEM ITOJIOKEHUU. IDTO He s IpoIry TeOs paccKasaTb. TH myMaelb, y Te0s
€CTh BEIOOD HE T'OBOPUTH?

Tao Llu Mmomyasna, muimb 37100HO CMOTPA Ha HETO.

Bayi MixaHb B3TNITHYJ Ha HEE, TOCTABUJI SLIUK Ha CTOJ ¥ HaXKaJsl Ha 3auénKy. Pa3mancs nérkui
IIeTYOK, KPHIIIKA MeIJIEHHO OTKPHIIACh, ¥ BHYTPH OKa3asics HaOOp MHCTPYMEHTOB: IIJIOCKOT'YOIIH,
raeyHble KITIOYHM — BCE, YTO HYKHO.

bau Uxaub moBepHyncsd K Tao Lu:
— Tl 3Haeb, A7 Yero elle€ MOXKHO UCIOIb30BaTh 3TU UHCTPYMEHTH], KpOMe PeMOHTa?

Bo3M0KHO, TH He 3Haelllb, HO S paccKaxy. HanpuMmep, aTu MI0CKOTYOI[El MOKHO MCIIOIb30BATh IS
BHIPEIBaHUS 3y00B. [Tocyie TOTO KakK s BHIPBY BCE TBOU 3yOBI, MOXKHO Oy[IeT IepPeruTH K HOTTSIM Ha
pyKax u Horax. B o61ieM, BapaHTOB MHOTO. A, [1a, eIlé eCTh HOXK. Y MeHS eCTh HEKOTOPhIe HaBHIKU
PUCOBAHMUS, U s MOTY BEIPE3aTh HA TBOEM JIHIle KPACUBHIM IIBETOK. ITH HUHCTPYMEHTH OUYeHb YOOOHEH,
¥ OHU HOBHIE. XOUeIlh IOIPO00BaTh?

3pauku Tao LIy pacIMpuInuce OT yxKaca:
— Tr1l mocMeemb! Kak TeI MOXKeIIb TaK CO MHOU IIOCTYIIaTh!
Bait ixaHb ocTaBaJjICs CIIOKOEH, laXKe CJIeTKa YIbIOHYICS:

— Tsl cHOBa 3a6blIa 0 pa3HUIle B HAIIEM MOI0XKeHUH. Thl 3HAEIb, YTO 3HAYUT TUTYJT TPETHETO
rocroguHa ba#? 9To 3HAYUT, YTO JaXKe €CJIH ST BRIPBY BCE TBOU 3yObI, BHIPBY HOT'TH ¥ HAPHCYIO IIBETHI
Ha TBOEM JIHIle, HUKTO He CTaHeT MeHS CyOuTb. Thl MyMaellb, TBOM POOUTENH OyoyT 60POThCS 3a
Te0s? [laxe ecnu Obl OHU 3aX0TeJIH, Y HUX He OBIJI0 OBI CHJL.

Tao Ll cMoTpena Ha HETO IMIMPOKO PACKPHITHIMYU T'Jla3aMHU, IIOJIHEIMU CJIE€3, CIIOBHO Ilepef Hell CTOS
IbSIBOJ B 4esloBeueckoM 06uybe. CaMoe cTpalrHoe ObIJI0 B TOM, UTO OHA 3HaJla: OH TOBOPHUII IIPaBMy.
Ona BBIpOCIIa B 3a00Te poguTeieli, HUKOTa He 3Haja JUINeHnu. Buns, Kak gpyrue CTpafaioT, OHa He
HCIEITEIBAJIAa 0COOBIX aMoIui. Ho ecnu 9T0 Kacamock e€ camoi... Het! OHa gaxe He Moria
IIpeICTaBUTh, YTO OYOET, €CNTM 9TH ILITKYU o0pymaTcs Ha He€. OHa 3aKpuvana:

— He tporau mens! He nogxonu! Aaa! Tel gpaBon! He mopxopnu... [ToxanyucTa... He Tporai meHs...
Bait ixaHb OCTAHOBUJICS M CIIOKOWHO ITPOU3HEC:

— Torma, MoXKeT, TH ITOyMaelllb Hafl TeM, YTOOLl paccka3aTh MHE TO, UTO 3HAEIIh?

— 4 pacckaxy! { pacckaxy... — 3akpudana Tao Llu.

Ona PeIgAaa, CJIE3BI U COIJIA TEKJIU T10 €€ auany. Ona Hayana PaCCKa3EIBATh BCE, YTO 3Haja 0
CIOXKEeTe, He IIPOITYyCKas HU CJIOBA.

Ona TOBOPHJIa AOJIr0, M KOI'ma 3aKOHYMJIa, B IIOABAJI€ BOIIaPUIIacCh MépTBaﬂ THUIIXHA.
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