— { Kak pa3 mpoxoguiia MUMO o3epa Taiie u yBUAelNa, KaK KTO-TO yrasl B BoAy. f cracia 4enoBeka,
HO He 3HaJja, 4To 9T0 Cepmpmas npuHIlecca. OmHaAKO Bofa B 03epe XO0JI0AHas, U IpUHIlecca yxKe
OPOXKUT. BaM CTOUT MOTOPONUTLCS U MMEPEOHETh €€, MHa4Y€e OHa IPOCTYAUTCS, ¥ TOT[la UMIIEPATOp U
HanoxHula ly... MHe ToXKe X0JIOOHO, g IIOUAY IIePeOfeHyCh.

Oy AHbUKH, He HOXUIAsICh OKOHYAHUS €€ pedH, B3TJISTHYJa Ha JpoxKalero pebénka, o0xBaTuia cebs
PyKaMH, Clelaia BUM, YTO € HeBEIHOCKMO XOJIOJHO, ¥ TIOBEPHYIaCh, HAIIPABIILsACh K [IBOPY
O6naunoi [IBIMKH.

OHa eII€ He [0 KOHIIA 0CO3HAsa, YTO IIpeBpaTUiIach B AECATUIETHIO AEBOYKY, U BCE IPOUCXOASIIEe
BOKPYT Ka3anoch el 3arago4yHsiM. K Tomy ke 601b, HaKOIJIeHHAs ITepefi CMEPTHIO B IIPOIIIION XKU3HH,
3acTaBisiia e€ u3beraTh 9TUX ofei. Eif Hy:KHO OBIIO XOPOIIEHbKO ITOJyMaTh, KaK IMOCTYIIUTD.
CeropnHst oHa cracjia Toro pe6énka. BoaMoxkHO, B IIPOIILION XKU3HYU OHAa TOXKE CIacja e€. 3HauuT Jiu
3TO, YTO €l CHOBA MPUAETCSI UMETH fieNi0 ¢ YKao MoI3sHb?

Bepnysmucs B [IBop O6maunoi [IBIMKY, OHa YBUEIa IBYX CIYKaHOK, KOTOPbIe CUMETH 3a KAMEHHBIM
CTOJIOM B Cafly ¥ IIEeNTaauCh. YBumeB, uTo Oy AHBIIMH BepHYIACh BCS MOKpAasi, OHU C yIUBIIEHUEM
BCTaJIH.

Ho mpiciu Oy AubiiuH ObIIN 3aHATH ApyruM. OHa BOIIIa BO OABOP, Opocuiia B3TJISAA Ha CITyKAHOK, YbH
JIMla yXKe CTEPJIUCH U3 €€ IaMsATH, U, He TOBOPS HU CJIOBA, NIPOIIIa B TEMJIYI0 KOMHATY, 3aKphlia 3a
co001i IBeph U OMyCTUIACh Ha I10JI, YCTaBUBIIKCH Ha HENIPHUBHIYHYI0 06CTaHOBKY Iepef co6oi.

3a OBepbhIO CIyXKAaHKU IIOCTy4dallu:
— IlpuHnecca, mpUHIIECCa, YTO C BAMU?

OHM 0CTaBaKMCh 3[ECh JIUIIL 10 He00XOOUMOCTH, 0e3 Harpaj ¥ C MU3ePHLIM JKaJIOBaHbEM,
IIOJIBePrasich HaCMeIIKaM ¥ IPUTECHEHUSIM CO CTOPOHEI APYrux. [103TOMy OHM 0c000 He 3a00TUITHCh
o Oy AHbIMH. VCIbIaB, 4YTO OHa He 0TBe4aeT, OHU ITP06OPMOTaI YTO-TO HEBHSITHOE U 3aTUXJIH.

Teneps, Korga eé HUYTO He oTBNeKasno, Oy AHBIIMH 3aKphljia I1a3a, BCIOMUHAsS KOIIMapHOe
npotuioe. [1oroe BpeMsi 0Ha CMOTpeJia Ha BCE BOKPYT, 3aTeM CTHUCHYJIa I'yOBl, TUXO paccMesiyiack, u
II0 e€ JIUITy TTOTEKJIU CJIE3bl. B MpoIioi KU3HY OHA ITOCTaBuIa Ha KOH CBOI0 CMEPTh, YTOOHI CO3aTh
BeC YxkKao LI3bIgHb, UCIIOIb30BaB KapTy AUCIOKALUM BOKMCK Ha mmyTH B Illy yuepe3 MedeBrie BpaTa U
IIpaBaoy 0 cMepTu uMnepartopa L3una. Eciu Yxao LI3EI9HE CMOXKET 3aBOEBAThH LOBEPUE CEBEPO-
3amafHOM apMUM, TO, UCIIO/Ib3YS 3TO OJI BOCCTAHOBJIEHUS CIIpaBEAIMBOCTU B OTHOIIEHUHU
PesupeHuny 0ro-3anagHoro KHsI3s U BEIICHEHUS IPUYUH CMEPTHU IPenbIAyIlero uMieparopa, oHa
Hen30eXKHO MOJYYUT MOANePKKY Hapona. Ho maxe ecnu YKao MoI3gHL IOTEPIUT ITOpakeHue,
Tparefuio Pe3neHIuy 0ro-3anafgHOro KHA35 OHA He CMOXKeT NIPefoTBPaTUThL U OyeT BEIHyKOeHa
BEIOpaTh CMEPTh.

Teneps, BuguMo, Hebeca He CMOTJIH 3TOTO BHIHECTH U HAJIM €M IIaHC He MTOIACTh CHOBA B JIOBYIIKY
Yka0 MOU3SIHb U He CTaTh XKEPTBOM MOJ03PUTEILHOCTH M KECTOKOCTH UMIIEPAaTOPCKOro poma Yxao.

— Yxao Moussus... Oy AHBIKH BepHYyIach U3 afa. Ha 3TOT pas, 4To TH CAeflaels?

Oy AHbLUKH, IPUCIIOHUBIINCE K IBEPH, CUMeNa Ha I0JTy, 3alIPOKUHYB ronoBy. E€ ogexkma Obiia
MOKPOU, ¥ JlaXKe B MOMeIleHun ObIJI0 0YeHb X0100HO. Ho OHa He x0Telna ABUraThCcs. YeM X0nogHee
OBIIIO €€ TeJI0, TeM sSICHee CTAHOBHUJIICS e€ pa3yM. Bcé 9To Ka3anoch cHoM. OHa BepHYIacCh U3
OTYasHHBIX IBaAIIaTH [ABYX JIET B OEBSATH JIET, K Hayaly BCeX Tparefguii. Ecnu BCE 3TO mpaBaa, Kak eH,
HaXOMsCh IOT II0J03peHueM 1 6e3KaloCTHOCTHIO UMIIepaTopa, yoepeub Pe3umeHINI0O 10T0-3amagHoro
KHSI351 OT KPOBABOM PE3HU?



BpewMs 1110, MATKUI BeCEHHMI CBET ITOCTETIEHHO yracall, 0CTaBIsAs Iocie cebsi pa3pacTaloIIyocs
TEHb, TI0Ka 3TOT POCKOIIHEIN KAllKaH He MOTJIOTUIN CyMepKu. CIyKaHKY, BUTUMO, PEIIHIn, 94To Oy
SIHBITUH CIIMIIKOM [IOJITO MOJIUMT, U, B3TJISHYB Ha MPUHECEHHYIO ey, CHOBA ITOCTYYalld B MBEPb.

— [Ipunnecca, yxe yac Crou. [Topa noyXuHaTs.

Tonoc, 3By4aBLIn KaK 00bIYHAS (DOPManbHOCTD, BEIpBan Oy AHBINH U3 0€CKOHEYHBIX
pasmeinieruii. OHa OTKpPBIIA IJla3a U MOIMbITaIack BCTaTh. Omesxkaa Oblyia XOJIOOHON U MOKPOM, HO
MeCTO, I'le OHa Cufesa, COXpaHWuIo HeMHOro Tenna. Korga oHa BEIIPAMUIACH, OIIyIIeHNE TeIlla
CMEHMJIOCH X0JIOOM, UTO BEI3BasI0 y He€ quckoMdopT. K ToMy e, TPOCUIeB CIUIIKOM [OJIT0, €€
TEJI0 OHEMEJIO U 3aTeKJI0, U 00JIb, UCXOASIAs U3 KOCTEH, 3aCTaBUlIa €€ TOMOPIUIUTLCS. ['0/I0Ba TakxkKe
Oblta TAKENoM 1 MyTHOU. OHa OTKPhLIa POT, HO TOPJIO OBIIO CyXUM, ¥ TOJIOC 3By4all XPUILJIO U c1abo:

— He Hapo. 9 #e ronogua. CeropHs s ycrana, IOUAY OTALIXaTh.

OHa ropbKo ycMexHynach. [Ioxoxe, oHa 3a0blsia, UYTO cefdac el BCEro IeBAThH JIET, U €€ TeJI0 He
BBIJEPKUT TAKUX UCIIBITaHUM. [IpOOHIB B MOKPOI 0feXK/e Tak A0Jro, OHa, BePOSATHO, IPOCTYOUIIACh.

Cettuac oHa Ovina B [IBope O6mauHOoM [IBIMKY, ¥ BPSIT JIX KTO-TO XOTeJ OB 0 Hel 3a00TUThCS. B
IIpoLIIoM, Korga oHa Ooserna, MMmepaTopckas 1ekapcKas ypaBa OTHEKMBAJach, U OHa He X0Tesa
CHOBa oOpamiaThkcs K HUM. [llaTasich, OHa IOAOIINIA K KPOBATH, CHSIJIa MOKPYIO OfleXX[y, Hajena
YUCTYIO ¥ yIIaJia Ha ITOCTeJb, YKPBIBIIUCH OfiesiioM. K cYacThio, B ampesie B CTOJHUIE OBITIO He
CJIUIIIKOM XOJIOMHO, U faxe 00BIYHOE Ofiesiyio M3 TPOCTHUKOBOTO ITyxa B [IBope O6mauHoi [IHIMKU
MOTJIO corpeThb. bpepgsias ot xkapa Oy AHbIKUH OLICTPO YCHYIA.

Cny:aHKU CHaApYXKH MePerasHyINCh, BCIIOMHUB, KakK BhIrjsAnena Oy AHbLINWH, 1 HEMHOTO UCITYTaINCh,
Kak ObI C HEM YTO-TO He CIy4Yusiock. 2KysaHb, Konebisich, TUX0 CKa3asa:

— Ecnu ¢ Het 4TO-HUOYOb CIAYYUTCS, He B3BIIMIET JIU C HAC UMIIEPATOpP?
2Ky B3rJIsIHyJIa Ha 3aKPHITYIO ABEPh U PABHOAYIIHO OTBETUIIA:

— IMpunIlecca 3amnpeTusnaa HaM BXOAUTh, U MbI, KaK CITy2KaHKH, JOJIXKHEI TOMUYUHSATHECS. Kpome Toro,
MMIIEPATOP HUKOTHA He HHTEePEeCOBAJICS €10, 3a UCKIYeHHeM OOJIbIIHNX JBOPI[OBLIX MMPAa3THUKOB. S
O4YeHb T'0JIOfIHA, TIOUY MOYKUHAI0.

Cxka3zaB 3T0, OHM B3SI7IM KOPOOKY C €[0¥ CO CTOJa U BHIILIU. X0Ts efa Oy AubiuH He Obla
M3LICKAHHOM, Jaxke HeMHOTo Tpy6oii, BO IBOPIle HUKTO He OCMEe/IMBAJICS [eslaTh e€ CIIUIIKOM IIJIOXOH.
[ToaToMy, 110 CpaBHEHHUIO C HUMM, HU3IIKUMHU ClIy2KaHKaMH, OHa Oblna myuile. Pa3 Oy AHBIIUH He ena,
OHM He CTaJId OTKa3hIBAaThCS.

OO6ruHO, 1o Tpapuuuu, Oy AHBINH, KaK NpuHIlecca YaHHUH, IMYHO Ha3HaueHHAas HMIIEPaTOPOM,
uMeJsia CTaTyC He HUXKe MPUHIEB U MIPUHIIECC, ¥ B €€ PE3UNEHIINY JOJIKHbI OBIITH [eXKYPUTh HOYBIO.
Opuaxko B orpomHoM [IBope O6mauHOM [IBIMKK OCTAIMCh JIMIIE ABE CIYKAHKK TPEThEro paHra u [Ba
MaJIeHbKMX €BHYXa U3 BHeIIHero 3ana. Oy AHbuuH Oblna emlé pe6EHKOM U He T0JIb30Bajach
BHMMaHUEM, II03TOMY HUKTO He 3a60Tuicst 06 aToM. Korma nmputo Bpems, 2Kyu u 2KynaHb MOIITH
CIIaTh.

Houbio ManeHbKasi TeHb IIPOKpasach 1o TponuHke K [IBopy O6nayHoi [IbIMKH. [IBOP OBIST HOBOIHHO
yHoas€H, ¥ NaTpyIupPYIOIMKUX CTPaxkHUKOB Obl7I0 Mano. He3HakKoMell, Ka3ajioCh, XOPOIIO 3Hal Ipaduk
aTPy/IMPOBaHus U IpoInes 6e3 IpensaTCTBUM. TeHb OCTAHOBUJIACH Y CTEHH HA MTHOBEHHUE, 3aTEM,
KaKuM-TO 00pa3oM, OBICTPO 3a0paach HaBepx U UcYe3jia B TEMHOTE.



&y AnpnuH, craBmas ri1yb0KUM CHOM, TPOCHYJIACch OT XKax/bl. M3-3a Kapa e€ ry0nl OBl CyXUMH, a
TOPJIO CJIOBHO Iekyo. C TPyZOM OTKPHIB I'la3a, OHA YCTaBUJIaCh Ha TEMHBIIM [TOJIOT KPOBATH, IOTEPIA
roJIoBy u cobpasnach BCTaTh, KaK BAPYT YCIIBIIIaTa TUXUHN 3BYK.

3BYK OBUT OUeHb THXHM, KaK TaJUTIONUHALINS, HO B IPOIION XU3HKU Py AHBIIUH IIOCTOSTHHO
y4acTBOBaJIa B CpaXKEHHUSX, TPOUMS Yepe3 MHOKECTBO OITACHOCTeH, 1 Oblia Bcerpga Havyeky. OHa
3afiepxKalia JeIXaHUE U XOJIOMHO YCTaBUIIACh Ha OKHO.

OkHo He OBITIO Ha 3aCOBe, U MTOCJIe TUXOT0 3ByKa B HEro mpodpanach TeHb. OKHO OTKPHIIOCH, U
JIYHHBIY CBET XJIBIHYJI BHYTPb, CIIOBHO Bofa. Oy JHBIIMH yBUOEIa TOHKYIO TeHb, KOTOpAsi, CyOs 0
BCeMy, He ObIsia B3pOCJIOH.

KTo 65l 3TO HU OBIJI, YTO OH fEeJIaeT B €€ KOMHATe B IMOIHOYL? OHA Bejla 3aTBOPHUYECKUH 00pas3
JKM3HU BO [BOPIIE, ¥ €€ 3HaJIU JUIIb HeMHOTHe. [lodueMy KTo-To 3anHTepecoBascs [IBopom OOGnadyHOM
IeIMKH?

OHa CIIOKOMHO CMOTpeJia, e€ B3TJIsAA OB XOJIOOHEIM, KaK JIyHHBIY cBeT. ManeHbKas GuUrypka
IpubIKU3UIach, TUXO NOAOIIIA K CTOJIY U, KaXkeTCs, focTalla YTO-TO U3-3a [Ia3yXH, BO35Ch C 4eM-TO.

Oy AnHpIUH cy3una rnasa.
«ITomapok? Wnu sin? Pa3Be B MPOIIIOi XKU3HU TaKoe yxkKe OBII0?»

Ho#ns mo aTUX MBICTIEH, OHa BAPYT BCIIOMHHKJIA: KOTHA OHA CIacja 4eJoBeKa, Ha CIIEeAYIOUINH JeHb B
€€ KOMHaTe JiexkaJl ITaKeT C U3BICKAHHBIMYU CJIaflOCTIME U GPYKTaMu, KOTOPHE OHA OOBIYHO He MOTJIa
moctaTh. Torma, Oymyuu peGEHKOM, OHa, XOTh ¥ YOUBHUIIACh U MCITyTanach, BCE xke 00pagoBasack, a
BIIOCJIE[ICTBUH. ..

@y JHBIMH CMOTpeTIa Ha TEeHb C CJIOKHBIM BEIpaXkKe€HUEM JIMIIA, ¥ BAPYT OHA BCE MOHsA. B aToT
MOMEHT YeJI0BEK, COOMPABILINICS YUTH, KOJeO6ISCh, TIOBEPHYJICS U Ha IBITOYKAX HAallPaBUIACh K
KpPOBAaTH.

CI)y AHbLIMH, He YCII€B TOJIKOM IIOAYMATh, TYT K€ 3dKPhIJIad I''la3d U IIPUTBOPHUIIACH CIISIIEN.

YemnmoBek mpuOIuKaICs, MOCIBIIIAJICS TUXUM IIIOPOX, ¥ MaJIeHbKas PyKa IOTSHYIack K muiy Oy
AubiuH. OHa HaXe MOYYBCTBOBAJa €€ 3amax... CJIagKUil apomar.

[eticTBys OBICTpEE, YeM CO3HaHME, OHAa CXBaTUJIA PyKy. Pyka Ovlna X0n0gHOU, MaleHbKON U MATKOM.
OnHOBpEeMeHHO pyras pyKa 3aKpheljla poT, ¥ OHa IIpKXKaJjla YejloBeKa K KpOBaTH.

Brnarogapsi OmBITY MPOIIIION XKU3HU, €€ OBUKEHUS OblTM OBICTPHIMY, HO 1M3-3a C1a00CTH Tejla OHa
cnerka 3ambixanack. OgHako B3rnsag Oy AHBLIKUH oCcTaBajICS XOJIOMHEIM, OHA IIPUCTAIBHO CMOTPesa Ha
YyeJioBeKa Iof co00i, 3aTeM 3aMepiia. ITO ObII TOT CaMBIH PeOEHOK.
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