B KoH11e KOHLIOB, TsHb KO CXBAaTUII €T0 3a PYKY:
— Hu npu Kakux 00CTOATENBCTBAX TH HE MOXKEIb YHTH!
— Mse Bcé paBHO! Eciu 0OH BepHETCS, BCE OCTAIbHOE [IJIsI MEeHS He UMeeT 3HaYeHus !

Pexkc OBITT CTIOBHO paHeHBI MHOM 3Bepb, HET, OH JaxKe YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO XyKe, YEM PaHEHHIH 3BEPk.
[To KpaiiHel Mepe, 3BEPb MOT BHITh OT 00JIH, & OH MOT TOJIbLKO CTHCHYTE 3yOHl U COEpKUBATH Cebs.

— Tebe BCE paBHO, HO 9TO He 3HAYHUT, UTO Apyrue Tebs oTmycTaT. Ceiyac T, BO3MOXKHO, CMOXKeIllb
YUTH ¥ HATH €ro, HO YTO ITOTOM? 3aCTaBUTh ero CKUTaThCs C TOOOM, OexkaTh M0 Bcert Penepanuu?
Boree Toro, Kak Thl MOXKeIIh OBITh YBEPEH, UTO BaHb AHb caM He 3aX0Tes UCYE3HYTh?

— OH, a0COJIIOTHO, HE XOTeJI 3Toro!
— IlpaBpa®?

— Ecnu paHblile g ¥ cOMHeBaJiCcd B BaHb fHe, TO ceryac MBI BEIHYK[I€HB COMHEBAThCS. [lerio ¢
naHeTor A3 10 cux Mmop ocTaércst 6e3 oTBeTa.

— Ho ¢akT B TOM, 4TO ecnu OBl OH YTO-TO 3aJlyMaJl, pa3Be OH OCTaBHJI OBl TaKOe IejI0, KakK gepma 1o
BHIPAIIIMBAHUIO COU, ¥ McYe3 Ovl, HUUero He 3abpaB? — Pekc OB B IPOCTH, HO HE COBCEM ITOTEPSIIT
pacCy[oxK.

— Twt yBepeHr? — OH 3abpart TBoE cepptie!

Bnepsbie Pekc Obln ollapallleH, 1 eMy CTajo HeMHOTO cMelHo. [la, oH mo6un Baub AHs, HO KTO MOT
rapaHTHPOBATh TaKue Belu?

Iaxe eciu KTO-TO 3agyMaJl IOOCTPOUTH BCE 3TO, Pa3Be 3TO OBII0 OBl TaK IMIPOCTO?

Tsub 2Ko He Mor He IyMaTh 00 3TOM, HO COMHEHHUS y2Ke BO3HUKIIM, ¥ U30aBUTLCS OT HUX OBIJIO HE TaK
IPOCTO.

[TomymaB, Pekc BCE ke pelni CHavasla HalTH 4eJloBeKa, Be[lb celiyac ucue3HoBeHue ObII0 caMoi
0071bIII0# TTPO6IEMOTH!

Banb AHb cam xoTen ucye3nyTh? Ecnu Okl OH ObIT 30€Ch, OH OB TOYHO XOTEJ SICHO BHIPA3UTh, YTO OH
a0COIOTHO He XOTeJI BCcUe3aTh!

[Tpo6eMa B TOM, YTO OH HE MOT BHIPa3uTh CBOE MHeHKe. OH 0OHaPyKHUJI, YTO CHOBA OKA3aJjICs B
MaJIeHbKOM TEMHOM KOMHAaTe.

HacTosiel MaJeHbKOM TEMHOM KOMHATe.

Korpma ero moxuTuny u 3amepiy, 3To ObLIO XOTh KaKOEe-TO OCBEILIEHHOE MECTO, ¥ OH ITOHUMaJI, YTO
IIPOU30IIIIO YTO-TO IyIoxoe. Ho ceiiuac OH COBEPIIEHHO He MOT MOHSATH, UYTO MPOUcXoguT. OH TOJIBKO
YyBCTBOBaJI, 4YTO ero 3anepiu. OH OLIYTIHIBAJI CTEHH], CTy4aJsl II0 HUM — II0X03Ke, OH OBIJT 3amepT B
O0JBILIOM METANTUYECKOM SIIHKE.

[Tocne Toro Kak oH yOenuics B 9TOM, OH IOIBITAJICS YCTAaHOBUTH CBA3b € LIBeTKOM TéMHOTO
Brapgbeiky, Hafesich, YTO TOT, KaK U PaHbIIle, 3aTOBOPUT C HUM. HO KaxXK[blit pa3 ero MOMBITKY
ocTaBasiuch 6e3 0TBeTa, CJIOBHO KaHY/IU B IIyYUHY.



3aTeM OH IIOIBITAJNICS OTKDPEBITH 3epKaanoe IIPOCTPAHCTBO, HO X 3TO HE YHAAJIOCE.

OH He YyBCTBOBaJ, YTO C HUM UTO-TO CJIyYHJIOCh, ¥ HE TAHUKOBAJI, HO OblI 03agadeH. OH He 3HaT,
YTO IPOU30IIIO0. [0KHO OBITh, OH IOTEPSI CO3HaHUE. [loueMy OH MMOTepsin co3HaHue? YTo
CIYYMIIOCH MEXKIY MOMEHTOM, KOT'fla OH ITOTEPSi CO3HaHUe, U MpobyxkaeHueM? [ToueMy OH IOTEePSIT
CBs13b €O BceMmu? OH OB IIOJIOH BOIIPOCOB.

OmHaAKO OH MOHUMAJI, YTO €CJIH He CMOXKET BEIOPAThCS U3 3TOT0 MEeTAJVIMYECKOTO SIIHKA, TO BPSM JIK
pa3bepeTcss CoO CBOMMH BOIIPOCAMH.

[Tpo6eMa B TOM, KakK €My BEIOPaThCS?

Bsub AHb cugen Ha KOJIEHIX, OINYIIEIBAA BCE BOKDYVT. OH OBIN YBEPEH, YTO Irge-To JOJI2KEH OBITD
MeXaHM3M HJIK KHOIIKa, KOTOPasd OTKPOET AIIUK. Ho, HEeCMOTPA Ha TO YTO OH OHIyIiall BCE, JI0 Yero
MOT OOTAHYTHCA, HUYEro HE IIPOUIOIIIIIO.

Torpma oH CHOBa Ha4aJsl CTy4aTh 110 CTeHaM. Ec/iu He momy4YaeTcs OTKPBITh, TO XOTSI OBl 3BYK HOJIKEH
OBLLI IOHECTUCH IO KOr'0-TO?

[To cpaBHEHMIO C MPOILUTEIM Pa30M, OH CTy4asl CUIbHEee U MOJbllle, HO BCE pPaBHO HUKAKOU PEAKIUU He
TI0CJIeIOBAJIO.

Banb AHb HeMHOTO yian gyxoM. OH CKPecTuI PYKH U Ha MTHOBEHUE IIOTEPSIT BCAKYIO HANeXKIy.

Yepes3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi OH BOPYT ITOYYBCTBOBAJ TEILJIO B JIEBOM JTogblkKe. ETo ceppaie 3abunock
OnicTpee — 3TO moJizKHa Oblna ObITh peakuus L[BeTka Témuoro Brmamgeiku! OH MBICTIEHHO 3BaJl €T0, HO
HHAKaKOTr0 OTBETA He II0CJIeN0BaJIo.

OTOT B3NET ¥ MafeHNue HafeXK Akl caenany Baub dHs emé 6onee momaBineHHBIM. OH 0osiics, 4To OymeT
3alepT 3[ech [0 TeX 1OP, II0Ka He YMPET OT T'0JIofia U KaXkKIHl.

CkpeI€HHbIe PYKH TIOCTEIIEHHO CXKaJKUCh B Ky/aku. OOBIYHO CIIOKOWHEIM, OH BIIEPBBIE TIOYYBCTBOBAJI
CUJIbHOE HeXeJlaHue caaBaThes. [IlepBas cMepTh Oblia TOTHOM HEOXKUIaHHOCTEI0, 03 BCIKON
IIOITOTOBKY, ¥ OH OKa3asics B OyxyiieM. OH IPUHSI 9TO, XOTh ¥ HEOXOTHO, ITOHMMAS, YTO HYKHO
CMUDPHTHCS € peanbHOCThI0. OH XOTeJ CHOBA XXKUTh [TOJIHOLIEHHOU XU3HbI0. Ho ceiluac, Korga BCE M0
K JIy4dIlleMy, OH CHOBa OKa3aJICs 3allepThIM B 9TOM 3aMKHYTOM, TEMHOM MECTe, I'Tie He OBIJI0 HU 3BYKa.
Ecnu eMy CHOBa IIDe[ICTOSJIO YMePeTh, OH He X0Tell 3Toro. OH He X0Tes yMupaTth. EMy ObI10 4TO
TEPATH B JKU3HU, U OH OB IPUBSI3aH K KOMY-TO.

Ecnu GBI OH MOT pa3pyIIUTh 9TOT MeTaJsll, OH Obl BeIOpasics. OH xoTen BHOpaThesi. EMy HyKHa Obla
CHUJIa UM YTO-TO, YTO MOTJIO OBl IIOMOYb €My BEIOPATHCS.

OH XOoTenl...

'poMKuY 3BYyK pa3pajicsd y Hero B yuax. He yCIieB ITOHATH, UTO IIPOU30IIIIO, OH CHOBA IIOTEPSTI
CO3HAHUe.

[Tepen TeM Kak MOTPY3UTLCS B TEMHOTY, OH YCIIBIIIA TUXUY rojoc: «HakoHel-To!»
HeunsBecTHO, CKOJIbKO BpEMEHHU MPOII0, HO BaHb IHE HaKOHEI TPHUILET B ceOsI.

OTKprB T'/la3a, OH YBHUIEII CBET. C TPYyOOM ITOOHSABIIXWCE, OH YBHUIEJI, YTO HaXOOUTCAI B YbEM-TO OJoMe.
XoTs1 00CTaHOBKA U YPOBEHDb 0e30IaCHOCTH He IIUIH HU B KaKoe CpaBHEHHE C IOMOM Pexca u TsaHb



Ko, 3mecs I0BCIONY 4yBCTBOBAJIOCH TEIJIO, ¥ Ka3aJIoCh, YTO 3TO CYACT/IMBAs CEMbI.
— O, TBI IPOCHYJICH!

HewussecTHo, 0511 11 9T0 OMera unu Beta, HO MONIOJ0Y YeJI0BEK, BOLIEAIINY B KOMHATY, OBLI
YOUBJIEH, YBUAEB, 4TO Boub fHb yKe mogHsncsa. Kasanocs, OH He 0KUIAJ, 9YTO TOT OUHETCS Tak
CKOpO.

— IIa, aTo BEI MeHd craciu? I'me 3To?
Mosomo# 4enoBeK, Ka3auaoch, OB 3aCTeHYHBLIM. [loKauuBas TOJI0BOM, OH OTBETHII:

— 9T0 MOM ImapTHEP crac Tebs1, Korfga Bo3Bpalancs qoMou. Trl Texan 6e3 CO3HaHUS CHapyKu 0a3bl
TAaHLCHH. DTO OUeHb oIacHOe MecTo. Kak TH, 0ORIYHEIN YeJI0BEeK, MOT TaM 0Ka3aThCs?

— ba3a Tauwcun? I'me 310?

— Tt He 3Haemb? — Moso0# YeI0BeK ObIIT e111é OOoJIbIe YOUBIIEH, YVBUOEB PACTEPSIHHOE BhIpaKeHNE
Ha nuiie Baub AHA.

— 4 ue 3Haw. KaxeTcs, g IOTePssI CO3HaHNE U HUYETro He ITOMHIO. — BaHb AHb OeNCTBUTEIBHO
HUYero He 3Haul. [locye moxuieHus OH OB B ITIOJTHOM HEIOyMEHUH.

Morooit YenoBeK He CTal HacTauBaTh. OH PEIuI, YTO 3TOT0 OORIYHOI'0 YeJI0BEeKa, BEePOSITHO,
TIOJICTABUJIM, ¥ €T0 BEIOpOCUIH 3a npefesnbl 6a3bl. Takoe yxKe ClTydanoch paHbllle. OTOT YeJI0BeK ObIn
HEeCYaCTHBIM.

— He Bonnyiics, 3gech 6e3omacHo. Thl MOXKellb OCTaThCs. MeHs 30ByT Puk, s1 beta. 9To joM Moero
nmapTHEpa ¥ Mol. Moero nmapTHépa 30BYT ['yaHs Jle, oH Anbda.

Puk TOBbKO Hadan paccKa3bBaTh, KaK CHapyKU Pa3falicCh TSKEIble Mary.
— A, ato 'yans Jle BepHYyIICS.

— PuK, 3TOT 00OBIYHEINM YeIoBeK MpocHyIicsa? — ['yaHb Jle OblI CHApyKHU U He 3HaJI, YTO MMPOUCXOMNUT B
KoMHaTe. OH TOIBKO YTO BEPHYJICS C OXOTHI.

— Yxe npocHyrcs, ['yass Jle, MBL B KOMHAaTe.

Yepes mraoenue ['yans Jle Bomeén. YeuneB Boaub dHS, OH MPOCTOOYLIHO CIIPOCHUIT:
— Te1 B mopsaake?

Banp dHB TOKayan roioBou.

— Bceé B mopsizgke, criacu6o Bam Gonbioe. Eciu Ol He B, 5 Obl, HaBepHOE, TOTU6. — XOTS OH He
TIOHMMaJI, YTo Takoe 06a3a, HO U3 CJI0B Puka OH MOHSJ, YTO 3a IpefesaMu 6a3kl ObIJI0 OYEHb OMACHO.

Ycneimas 3t1o, ['vans Jle cornacumncs:

— Centyac 3a npefenaMu 6a3bl CTAaHOBUTCS BCE omacHee. Tebe MOBE37I0, YTO THI OBIJT Ha CaMOM Kpato,
U 1 KaK pa3 oXoTuscs nobnusoctu. Ecmu 051 T ObLn T11y0Ke, 5 Obl, BEPOSITHO, HE CMOT Te0s CIIacTH.

— MOXXHO CIIPOCHUTB, UTO 3TO 3a 0a3a U rje oHa HaXO#UTCA? {1 X0uy CBA3aThCA C APY3baMU. OHH,



HaBEePHOE, OYEHb ITIEPEKUBAIOT.

Ha Bonpoc Banr Aua Puk u ['yans Jle cHavana yAuBUINCH, 3aTeM IIePErISHYINCh U B OOUH I'0JI0C
CKa3aJIu:

— Tbl He 3HaeNb?
Baup AHb 11OYecan ronosy.

— {1 momkeH 3HaTh? A KU Ha nmuaHete A3, 3TO 04eHb OTHAIEHHOE MeCTO. [T0TOM IMPOU30IIIO0 YTO-
TO, U MeHs [ocTaBuIM Ha LleHTpanbHYyio 3Be3ny. [103:Ke CIyYUuuch elle HEKOTOPhEle COOBITHS.

— O, Torma noHsTHO. [ToToMy 4TO eciu OB TH BCerjia XKuJl Ha IIeHTpalbHOU 3Be3[e, Th OBl TOYHO
3HAJI, YTO Takoe 6a3a TIHbLCHH. ITO caMas OKparnHa LIeHTpalbHON 3Be3[bl, e MMHCTBeHHAS
HabmomaTenbHas 6asa ®emepaluu, KoTopas CBsidaHa ¢ TEMHBIMU 3eMJISIMH!

Témurie 3emmu?!

Banb AHb cibimian o TEMHBIX 3eMyigx oT LIBeTka Témuoro Brnapbiku. OH mymar, uyto Oefepalus yxe
[IaBHO TI0Tepsiyia CBA3b C TEMHBIMU 3eMIIMU. He qymar, 4To 0o CUX IO CYLIeCTBYET
HabmomaTenbHas 0a3a.

Bcnomuus o LIBeTke Témuoro Brnageiku, BaHb dHB MOYYBCTBOBAJ JIETKOE TEIJIO B JIEBOU JIOBIXKKE.
OH MalllMHAIbHO MOTIHYJICS K HEM.

Ha kparo TOgbIKKY MENTbKHYI 3€JIEHBIN CBET, U MaJIEHbKUI POCTOK YyIECHBIM 00pa30M MOSIBUJICS U3
Heé, 00BUB 3alsacThe Banb Aud.
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