— BrI 11BOE, TOBOPHUTE IIOHATHEE.

Ecnu 3HaK IeBCTBEHHOCTH BCe ellle OblI Ha MeCcTe, 3Ha4YuT, Bawt o u A Mu He COBEPIIUIIA HUYETO
IpefoCynuTeNbHOT0. ECUM 3TO Tak, To 3aueM eii Obls1o OpocaThest B Bomy? Bait LIssHb OB COUT C
TOJIKY UX CJIOBaMH.

Torma 'y Mo kpaTko 00bsicHUI: A Mu Obllla KPECThSTHCKOM IEBYIIKOM, XKUBIIENW HEOAIEKO OT TOPOaKa
®sHcu. OpHaXabl OHa OTIIPaBUIIaCh B TOPOJ MPOAAaBaTh BHIIUBKY, I'le K HEW IIPUCTal MOJIOA0U
moBeca. Baii o, mpoxoguBIINKA MUMO, BMEIIAJICS U CIac ee.

A Mu 6blyia HaCTOJIBLKO KpacuBa, 4To Baii flo BI0OUIICS B Hee C IIEePBOT0 B3TJIsiAAa U MOKJISJICS, YTO
JKE@HWTCS TOJIBKO Ha Hel. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH OBIJT HAaCJIeIHUKOM KHSI35 C XKeJIe3HOH KOPOHOH, H,
HECMOTpPS Ha CBOHU CITIOCOOHOCTH, BHEIIIHE BHITJISIAEN KaK HaCTOSIIUM [XKeHTIbMeH. bynyun ee
cracuTeneM, OH IeTKO 3aBOeBaJl ee Cepale.

Onnako noM KH34 [1rHa ObIJT OMHUM U3 TPEX OCTABIINXCS KHAKECKUX TOMOB C HACJIe[ICTBEHHBIM
npaBoM. Kak Moria npoctas KpecTbsiHKa 6€3 POLOCIIOBHOM CTaTh XKeHOM HaclefHuKa? Bait o gan
eyl moJapoK u ucyes 6e3 crefa.

— 3JT0 BCe, 4TO CcKa3ana A Mu? — Bau LlsHb He BepuJ, 4To Bai flo Mor moCTynuTh Tak, Befb OH
PACKpHLI il CBOU CTaTyC ¥ BPY4UJI gap.

'y Mo u Cyns Y ogHOBpeMeHHO KuBHYNHU, ¥ CyHb M moGaBun:

— IeByurka A Mu cka3ajna HaM, 4YTO HacleOHUK KHA3s [InHa He MosBIiCS yxke O6ombie Mecsia. Ee
IIpUEeMHBIE POIUTENN PEIININ, YTO ee OPOCHUIN, M OHa He CMOXKeT B300paThCs Ha BEICOTY, IIO3TOMY
3aCTaBUJIM €€ BBIUTH 3aMyXK 3a CBoero ceiHa. OHa 0TKa3ailack, ¥ II0O3TOMY...

— A Mu He POOoHad MO4Yb CBOUX pOI[I/ITeJ'[eI;I? — }KyaHL Mb5H He TOJIbKO 3aMeTHI YIIOMUHAHHUE O
IIPUEMHEIX DOOUTENIAX, HO O6paTI/IJ'I BHHMaHHE Ha CJIOBO «CHOBa».

— Her, ee YCBIHOBMIIN, X OHA BBIPOCJIda KdaK HEBECTa OJId UX ChIHA.

Ecnu Ovl He BRICOKHUY CTATyC Bait do, mprueMHbIe POOUTENH HE COTJIaCUIUCh OBl BEIIATH €€ 3aMyXK,
ocTaBUB cebe B HEBECTKU.

Boii I1gHb B3MOXHYN C 007IeTYeHUEeM U TUXO0 CKa3al:
— IlpuBenuTe ee Crofia, s X04y C Hell IOTOBOPHUTS.

Boaui Ligaub He 3Ha, yTo gymain Bau fo, Ho B cnoBax 'y Mo u Cysns U uyBcTBOBasach 3amuTa A My,
YTO ele O0JIbIe PA30KITIO €0 JTI0OOIEITCTBO.

Bait do Obin He U3 TeX, KTO He Buaes mupa, u I'y Mo ¢ Cyub U Toxe. A Mu Obiyia BCET0 JTUIIH
KPeCTbSIHCKOM JeBYIIKOM, U, lazke eCjiu OHa Obllla HEBEPOSITHO KPaCHBOM, HACKOJIHKO XOPOIIMMHU
MOTTIY OBITh ee MaHepH? TeM He MeHee BCe OHU OTHOCHUJIUCH K HEX 110-0COOEHHOMY, YTO OUYeHb
ynuBuno Bau LsHS.

Bckope Luauxy npuBena A Mu. Baii Lgub cHadana o6paTil BHUMaHNe He Ha ee BHEITHOCTh, a Ha
TO, YTO, KaK TOJIbKO OHA BOIIZIa B KOMHATY, OHA CJIOBHO OCBETHIIA BCE BOKPYT.

B3rnauys Ha 4epThl muna A Mu, Bant Ligas nousn cinoBa ['y Mo: oHa geldCTBUTENBLHO Obljla KpacuBee
I'y Llsup ¥ gaxe pekpacHee IPUHIIECC OBOPLA.



KpacoTa He Bcerma moikHa OBITh HOeaTbHOM, HHOTOA HEOObIIMe HeJIOCTAaTKY AefaloT ee elle 6omnee
3aMEeTHOH.

Opuako A Mu Onvla UCKII0YeHNeM. YepTHl ee nulla Obiu Oe3ynpedHtl, Kaxaas U3 HuX Oblia
COBEpIIEHHOM, a BMeCTe OHU CO3[aBajll HeuTo ele 6oJiee IpeKpacHoe, 4To OBUIO KpaliHe PefKo.

KpOMe TOT0, €€ MaHEPEL OBIIIM CBEXKMMM ¥ €CTECTBEHHEIMU. XOTSI ¥ He CTOJIb BeJIMYEeCTBEHHLIMH, 3TO
He yMaJIdJIoO €€ KPACOTHI.

Boaii 1IssHb peiko TaK BHUMATEIbHO PacCMaTpUBaJl KpacaBull, OH MOBepHYJICS K 2KyaHb MaHy u
yBUMEJI, YTO TOT TOXKe ObUI IOpaXkeH, U B eTo0 ria3ax Ob1o maxe 00Jbllle, Y4eM IIPOCTO YIKUBIEHUE.

— LuH4yxKy, KTO 9T 1BOe? — A Mu moHsita, uyto Bait IIsub u 2KyaHb M9H ObIIH BEIIIE IO CTATYCY,
yeM ['y Mo u CyHb U, HO He 3Hasla, KaK UX Ha3hIBaTh.

— JTO HAII MOJIOLOM T'OCIIOKH, OTBeYay Ha ero BOIIPOCH YeCTHO, — CKa3ana LIuHYXy U yKa3ana Ha
XKyans MaHa. — A 3T0 Halll TOCIIOANH.

OHa He yTOUHUJIA UX OTHOLLEHUS.
A Mu He cTasa pa3gyMbIBaTh, IOKJIOHUIACE U CKa3asa:
— IIpuBETCTBYIO0 MOJIOLOTO I'OCIIOAUHAE, IIPUBETCTBYIO TOCIIOAMHA.

— [TogrUMU TOIOBY U IOCMOTPH Ha MeHs, — cKa3as Bau LlsaHb, rnsagd Ha KpacuBoe nuio A Mu B
XOPOIIeEM HacTpoeHuu. — [ToueMy THl X0Tejla TOKOHYHUTD C COOO0?

Ho ero Bompoc OB pE3KUM U IIPSIMBIM.
A Mu npukycuna ry0y u 65ICTPO OTBETHIIA:
— ¢ He X0Uy BEIXOOUTHL 3aMyXK 3a CBoero OpaTa, JIy4llle yMpy, YeM CHesao 3TO.

— IMTouemy? OH nnoxo ¢ To6o# oOparmancsa? — Bait IIssHb BcmoMHUI citoBa CyHb M 0 ToM, uTo A Mu
BOCIIUTEIBAIACh KAK HEBECTA /ISl ChIHA IPHEMHEIX POTUTEJIeH.

A Mu KuBHYyIa, CJ1e3bl KaTUJIUCE 110 ee IeKaM:
— [Inoxo, oueHs m10x0. Ecnu KTO-TO Opyroil 3auHTEpeCyeTCss MHOU, OH OTHACT MeHS UM.
A Mu He 6osiiack TPYOHOCTEHN, HO OHA He X0TeJia OBITh MHCTPYMEHTOM [JIS1 CHOEJIOK.

B meTcTBe MpueMHBEIE POOUTENH IIPOCTO BOCIUTHIBAIY €€ KaK J04Yb, WHOTHA AyMasi OCTABUTh ee KaK
HEBECTKY.

Ho mo Mepe B3poCeHusT OHU Ha4yaid PAaCCMAaTPUBATh €€ KakK TOBap. Takas KpacuBas HOYb MOXKHA
IIPUHECTH CeMbe OO0JIbIle BRITOOLL. [TPOCTO UX CTATyC OBIT CITUIIKOM HU3KHUM, U ¥ HUX He OBIIO
KaHAaJIOB, YTOOL! IPOATE €e.

Tak Ha3bIBaeMBIU 6paT C OEeTCTBaA IIPHUCTABAJI K HEell, U ero OTHOIIIeHNEe OBITIO HU KaK K ceCTpe, HU KakK
K HEBECTE, a KaK K CBOeH COGCTBGHHOCTI/I, JUIIL OB OHA IIpUHECIa JOCTATOYHO BEITOIEI.

[TosiBnenue Bait fo ObIO CIy4altHOCTHIO, @ €T0 CJI0OBa O TOM, YTO OH XO4YeT XKEHUTHCS Ha Hel, — ellle
OombIel HEOXKUIAHHOCThI0. A M1 Jaxke He MOTJIa Me4YTaTh CTaTh XKEHOM HaclIeIHWKA, OHA JyMala,



YTO HaXke OBITh €r0 HATOXKHUIIEH ObIIO0 OB TyYIlle, TaK KaK OH OBl HE OTaJl CBOIO KEHIIUHY KaK
TIOJAapOK UM UHCTPYMEHT.

Ho Bait do man eit HehpuTOBYIO IOABECKY U McUe3. BEIIO T 9TO M3-3a HECOTTIaCUst POTUTENeH Uil
ero coOCTBeHHOTO pelnenusi, A Mu He 3Hasa.

Ecnu 651 Y HEee HUKOI'Ja He OBIIIO HaaeXasI, 3TO OBITI0 OB IIpo1ie, HO IIOJIYYUTh U IOTEPATH OBIIIO
CIIMIIKOM TsXkKeio. A Mu He XoTena BO3BPAIIAaThCA K npe}KHeﬁ 2KHU3HHU.

— Ckonbko Tebe met? — Ha camom mene, Bait LisiHb youBmnsmncs, Kak A Mu cMoriia J0XHUTb 00 9TOTO
Bo3pacTa. OHa OblyIa CIMIIKOM KPACUBOM, U TaKas KpacoTa 06e3 CUJIBI [JIs 3aIIUTH JIEBTKO MOTJjIa OBITh
YHUYTOXKEHaA.

Ton Bait LisiHst OB MATKHUM, U €T0 CJIOBa BRI3HIBANIK HoBepHe. A My OmyCTHIa I'OJIOBY U THXO
OTBETHIIA:

— [I9THaOUAaTh.

— Tw Bce elre xouenrs yMepeTh? — Brino OBl 2Kasib, eciu Obl TaKas KpacaBuIla morub;a.
A Mu nokauasa rojioBoi ¥ 4YeCTHO OTBETHIIA:

— Her.

Ee pelneHre IpHTHYTH B BoAy ObLI0 UMITynbCcUBHEIM. OHa Imoccopuiiack ¢ 6paToM, Bribexkara u3
IoMa, U, He 3Has, KyJa UATH, pelIuia IOKOHYUTD ¢ co0oi. Temeps, KOTia ee CIaciiy, 3TOT MTOPHIB
IIPOIIIeT.

— THI X04eIb 0CTAaThCS 30EChH?
Crnosa Boii LisgHa yousuim Bcex, TonbKO 2KyaHb M3H 0CTasiCsa CIIOKOEH.

[Totomy uTo 2KyaHb MaH OblNT yBEpeH, uTO y Bait L]sgHs ObII0 MHOTO IIPUYUH OCTaBUTh A MU, HO
TOJIBKO He II0OTOMY, YTO OH BIIIOOUTICS B Hee.

— Yro rocmopfuH xo4eT, 4ToOH 5 fenana? — A Mu He cpa3y corjacuiiach, a CIipocuia.

— ¥V Tebs HeT mpaBa 0TKa3a, TBOS JKU3Hb Telleph IPHHAJIEKUT MHE, — OTBETHIT Boit LIsHb.
A Mu nouyBcTBOBasa oberdyenue, MOKJIOHUIACh U CKa3asa:

— CnyxkaHKa MPUBETCTBYET IOCIOAUHA, 671aroapio 3a BO3MOXKHOCTh OCTAThCS.

XOTs OHa He 3HaJjla UCTUHHOTO CTaTyCa Boii L1515, ee WHTYHULUA IIOOCKA3bIBalld, YTO OCTaBAThCA
pAOOM C HUM OBLITO 6930HaCHee, 4YeM BO3BPAIATbCA OOMOM.

A Mu yuina ¢ LHuruxky, a I'y Mo u Cyns U ymanunucs. Baii Lissae noBepHysics K XKyans Many:
— Tebe He KaxkeTcs, 9YTO UCTOPUS A Mu mom03pUTENbHA?

— {1 c mepBOro B3TTIsIa TOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO OHA KAXKETCS 3HAKOMOM, HO He MOT'Y BCIIOMHUTb, IIe
BUMEI ee.

[Toka Bau Llsiub pasroBapusan ¢ A Mu, XKyanb M3H pa3MBIILIS Hafl 9TUM BOIIPOCOM, II03TOMY He



BMEIIIMUBAJICA.
Boan I_[EIHB XJIOIMHYII B JIaOOIIK, CJIOBHO HallleJl EMUHOMEBIIIJIEHHUKA:
— 4 Toxe Tak AOyMalO, HO He MOTY BCIIOMHHUTE.

Ecmu 661 A Mu Ovlna pogHOM mo4Yepsio, 3T0 OBII0 OB ITpoIlle, HO OHa Oblja MPUEeMHOM, ¥, He BBISICHUB
ee TpoucxoxyeHue, Bait LIgHb 4yBCTBOBaN ce0s1 HECIIOKOMHO.

— Koro Tr oTIpaBulls Ha paccnenoanue? — XKyaHb MaH 00JIbIlle MHTEPECOBAJICS 3TUM, MY
Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO OH BOT-BOT BCIIOMHHT.

Boaii Llaub 6e3 KoneGaHuil OTBETHII:

— Cynp Y, T'y Mo, KkaxeTcs, CIUIIKOM 3aMHTEPECOBaH B A Mu.

— O, — Xyanbs M3H KUBHYJI, a 3aTeM BHe3allHO BCKO4YUI. — TyaHbTyaHb, 1 BCIIOMHUIL.

— YTto BcmomHun? — Boait L]gHb yKe mepecTan gyMaTh 006 3TOM U GBI 04eHb 3aMHTEPECOBAH.

— 4 BcmoMHMII, Ha KOro moxoxka A Mu, — cka3an 2KyaHb M9aH U CTajl TOBOPUTH C HEOXOTOU. — ...OHa
[I0X0%Ka Ha MO0 MaThb.

Boaii 1IssHb TOJTBKO YTO IEPEKYCUIT ¥ XOTEJT TUTh, IIOMHSI YaIlIKy, YTOOH! IIOMUTh BOMBI, HO, YCIIbIIIIAB
3TO, YYThb HE BHIIIJIIOHYJI BOAY:

— Tol yBepeHn?

Korpa Bait Koy ymepna, 2Kyauns MaHy 01710 BCero Tpu rofia, a Ux pasiyka [IpOU30Ia elle PaHbIIe.
Bau LigHe nogyMas, 4To OH IIOYTH HUYEro He IIOMHUT U3 TOr'0, YTO IIPOUCXOUIIO B TPU-YETHIPE T'0fa,
[I03TOMY OH COMHEBAaJICS B BOCIOMUHaHUAX 2KyaHs MaHa.

— ¢ He yBepeH, HO MHe Tak KaxeTcs. — Ha camom mene 2Kyanb MaH He MOT 00BSICHUTh, OTKYHa
B351JI0Ch 3TO CHUJIBHOE YYBCTBO, HO C T€X IIOP, KaK 9Ta MHIC/Ib BO3HUKJIA, OH HE MOT OT Hee u30aBUThHCS.
EMy melicTBUTENIBHO Ka3ai0Ch, 4TO A Mu o4eHb II0X0XKa Ha ero MaTh, IpuHIieccy KOHbM3H.
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