Yo Kacaetcs Toro, 4To Bait YxkKao B cBoe BpeMs nuiiuil Bay JlaHs UMIIepaTOPCKOr0 TPOHA, HO He
nofepzka BOCXOXKIeHUe Ha IPecTos HU Baii Mao, Hu Baut YXKyHS, CO CTOPOHBL 3TO MOTJIO
BHITJIAIETH KaK XKaXK[a BJIaCTH, KOTOpas, 0OKa3aBIIKCh B €r0 PyKax, yKe He XKejaja OTIyCKaTh.
WHaue 3aueM eMy OBIO CAaMOMY B30MTH Ha TPOH, €CJIM MOXKHO OBbIJIO OCTAThCA B T€HU, JOBOIBCTBYSCH
TUTYJIOM CIIOKOWHOTO KHA35?

Opuaxko nins Bayt LisgHs ObI710 04eBUAHO, YTO V Bait Uxkao He Obi10 BeIOOpa. HezaBucuMO OT TOTO,
HACKOJIbKO BECKMUMH U CIIPABEIIUBEIMU OBIIM €TI0 ITPUYMHEI I CBePKEHUS UMIIEPATOpPa, X KakK Obl
HU ommbasncs Bait Jlanb, COBEPIIMB 3TOT IAT, KaXOBIM CIeAyIOUINH UMIIEPAaTOP CMOTPeIT Ok Ha HETO
C OITaCKOH.

Kaxko#t umnepaTop Mor Okl TEPIETH PAROM C C000M MOTYIIECTBEHHOT'O0 PETEHTa, CIIOCOOHOTO JIUIINUTh
ero Bimactu? Hu Bait Mao, Hu Bait YxkyHb, KOTa BEIpACTET, He CTalu OBl UCKITIoYueHueM. Bait Yxao
He ObUT OIMHOK, Y Hero OBLI CHIH, ¥ BOCXOXK[EeHNE Ha TPOH CTAJIo [JIsl Her0 eIUHCTBEHHEIM CII0CO60M
CaMOCOXPaHEHUS.

Y10 KacaeTcs 3T0ro MoMeHTa, Bayt Mao u Bt YKyHb, 04eBUAHO, IOHUMAJIH €r0, U 3a BCe 9TU IO
VX OTHOILIEHUS OCTaBaIUCh BIIOJTHE TADMOHUYHBIMH.

XKyaHb M3H, X0TS 1 Ipoxui B FOUL3MHEe MHOTO JIeT, HEe MOT I1I0XBacTaThCS YaCTHIMU BCTPeYaMu C
Bait Mao, KOTOPHIM BeJl KOUeBo# o0pa3 KHU3HY, IIOCTOSTHHO IIepeMelnasch ¢ MecTta Ha Mecto. OHU
ObLIM He CIUIIKOM OJTM3KH, U JUIIh CErogHs, OKa3aBIINUCh B ero ycagbbe, 2Kyans MaH BOpyT
BCIIOMHMIJI O HEM.

HesameTHo a1g ce6st oHU 0oOpanuch 0o 3agHEero ABOpa, I'me, K UX YAUBIIEHUI0, 00HAPYXKUIU MUIIIEHN
u nyku. Bai LIsHb He yoepkacs OT yNbIOKu:

— 39T0, HONIXKHO OBITh, OCTABUJIK OTEIl ¥ Iara, Koraa ObIIY 3[0eCh B MPOIIHIM pa3. Y TPeThero Osanu
TOYHO HET TAaKOTro yBleueHus. MHTepecHo, KTO U3 HUX I00eIu?

Ecnu roBoputs 0 00eBEIX HaBhIKax, Baii UyHKyH 3HaUUTeIbHO IIpeBocxonun LI31oub Xya, ¥ TOJIBKO B
MICKYCCTBe JIETKOT0 IlIara OHU MOIJIM CPaBHUTHCA. ONHAKO, MOT JIX UMIIEPaTop NofgaaTthes, 2KyaHb
MbsH He OBUI yBepeH, I03TOMY, IOATIEPeB OAO0POIOK PYKOH, OH HEe CMOT OTBETUTD.

2Kyanbs M3H TOBOpHUJ 3TO CKOpee ISl pa3roBopa, He IpuaaBas 0co00ro 3Ha4YeHusT TOMY, KTO
BEIUTPa. B KOHIE KOHIIOB, nobena Bait YynxkyHa Oblna Obl €CTECTBEHHOM, YYUTHIBAS €T0
IIPEBOCXOZICTBO, a IopaxkKeHue ToXkKe He CTaso Obl CIOPIIPU30M — KTO MOT OBl YIIPEKHYTH €0 3a TO,
YTO OH YCTYIIUJI UMIIEPATPHILE?

3auHTepecoBaBIUCh, Bat LIsiHL caM 3ax0oTesn 1mompo6oBaTh cBou Cuiibl. [Tocne monyrona 6e3
IIPAKTHKYU OH OBIJT YBEPEH, UTO €T'0 TOYHOCTh 3HAUUTEJILHO YXY/IINIIACh.

YBupes, uTo Baii LIsTHb TOTOB B3STHCS 3a NyK, 2KyaHb M3H OBICTPO MTOMOIIEN ¥ THXO CIIPOCHUIT:
— TrI ceiiyac MOXKeIlb CTPEIAThH?

— IMTouemy HeT? [laBail yCTPOUM COPEBHOBAHUE, U MIPOUT'PABIINH BHITIOTHUT YCJIOBHE MTOOEOUTENS, —
BIOXHOBJIEHHBIN IIPUMEPOM OTILa U Iamkl, Boi LIgHb IpeaioxkKuil 3To C X0ay.

}KyaHB M>3H, BMECTO TOT'O YTOORI OTTOBOPHUTH, CaM OKa3aJICAd BTAHYT B UT'DY. BUHUTE MOXKHO OBIITO
TONBKO Boii LIsHs, 4ybe IIpenjozxKeHne OKa3aJIOCh CIIMIIKOM 3aMaH4YUBEIM, YTOOBI OTKA3aThCH.

— [Iate BBEICTPEJIOB, TPHU IIOIMIadaHUA B II€JIb, KdK HAC4YET 3TOr0? — }KyaHb M>3H cornacuicsd, HO He



XOTeJI CIIUIIKOM yTOMIATE Bau LIsaHA.
Boii 1196 KUBHYI, yNIBI0ASACE:

— Xopotio, He 6yfieM CIUIIKOM YK HecIipaBemIuBeIMUA. OHU CTPEJISIMN Ha 3aflHEM [IBOPE, TAe UX
MOTJIM BUIETh, U €CJTU OBl payHIOB OBIJIO CIUIIKOM MHOTO, BCe ObI TOIyMally, YTO HACIeIHbIM IPUHII
IIPOCTO U3[EBAETCS HaJl COIEPHUKOM.

— K10 nepBriit? — O0sr9HO 2KyaHb M3H He corialrancs Obl Ha 3aB€JOMO IIPOUTPHILITHBIN BEI30B, HO
ceryac OH YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO ¥ HETO €CTh IIIaHC.

— Tl cTpensiii IepPBLIM, TPH BHICTPENIA, TOTOM 51, — Bait LIgHb yKe 00gyMbiBajl, KaKoe YCI0BUE OH
npennoxut KyaHs Many.

}KyaHB MbsH YBEPEHHO HATAHYII TETUBY U BRIITYCTHUII TPU CTPEIILI IIOAPAMN, KaXKOasd U3 KOTOPLIX II0IIajia
B IEHTP MUIIEHH.

Korga odgepens Ooiria a0 Boii HﬂHH, OH TaK2Ke€ BEIITYCTHII TPHU CTPEJIBI, KaXKOasd U3 KOTOPHIX IIOIIAaJIa B
TO K€ MeCTO, 9YTO U CTPEJIbI }KyaHB MboHa, IIPX 3TOM PACHIEIINB UX IIOIIOJIAaM.

2Kyanb M3H CMOTpesI Ha 9TO C OTKPHITHIM pToM. OH Bcerga 3Hau, 4To Bai LisgHb cuneH B 60eBBIX
MCKYCCTBAaxX U CTpesbbe U3 JIyKa, HO OHU PeKO COPEBHOBAJIUCH HANIPSAMYIO, II03TOMY OH HEMHOTO
HEJOOLIeHUI eT0 MaCTEPCTBO.

HeyouBuTenbHO, YTO UMIIEPATOP TOBOPHII, YTO He OECIIOKOUTCS O BO3MOXKHEIX CTHIUKAX MEXKIY HUMH,
BeIb Jaxke eciu Obl OHU ¥ MOApanuch, Bai IIsgHb Bce paBHO OKa3ajcs OBl HOOeOUTeIeM.

— Ilpomomxum? — Bai LisiHb BRIMTpas TPU payH[a MOAPS, U OCTaBIIKecs ABe cTpesl XKyaHnb MaHa
yXKe He UMeJId 3HaueHUs.

2Kyanb MaH 6e3 KoneOaHuii cuasncs. [Ipourpats ¢ eire G0IBIIMM Pa3rpoMoM ObII0 ObI HE TaK
CTpPAIIIHO, HO OH He XOTeJ YyTOMIATh Bait 1IsiHs u pebeHKa.

Boii LisiHb TOKe He HaCTauBaJl, TUIIb YIBIOHYICS:
— Temnepsb THI MHE [OTKEH OOHO YCIIOBHE.

— 91 TOMHIO0, TOTOB BBIIIOJIHUTE €T0 B JTII000# MOMEHT. — T0, KTO KOMY [IOJI?KEH BHITIOTHUTD YCJIOBUE,
OBLIIO He TJIaBHBIM. BazkHee OBIJIO TO, YTO OHKM CHOBA Ha4aJli B3aMMOJIENCTBOBATh, U UX IIOHUMAHHE
OpPYT Opyra CTAaHOBUJIOCH BCe Iny0xke. To u pagosano 2KyaHb MaHa 60JIbIle BCETO.

Baii LisiHb B3TNISIHYT Ha HE0O:

— Bpems nogxopsinee, maBai CHadasla CXOOUM K TOPSYEeMy UCTOUYHUKY, a YCJIOBHE ST 06qyMalo
TI03KeE.

}KyaHB M5H, KOHEUHO, COTJIaCHUIiCd, C PaagoCThIO IIOCJTIEN0BAB 3a HUM. FOPH‘-II/IfI HUCTOYHUK... OH XKpan
9TOr'0 C BU€PaAlIHEro OHA, U TEeIlePhb, HaKOHEeIl, 10XKOaJICd. Ero panmoCThb Obl/Ia BIIOJTHE OIIpaBOaHa.

Bait Mao 0BT 4eI0BEKOM, YMEBIIIUM HACIAXKAAThCs KU3HEIO, ¥ €T0 ycagsba C BHYTPEHHUM TOPIYUM
HUCTOYHUKOM OBIsIa 06yCcTpoeHa ¢ 0COOBIM KOMGMOPTOM.

PaHHss BeCHa BCe ellle Heclla B cebe JIeTKKUH XO0JI0M, HO KaK TOJIbKO OHHU BOIIJTK BHYTPB, TEILIIO
OKYTaJio ux, MaHs K cebe.



XKyans M3H, 4eJI0BeK HETepIIeNIHUBhIH, ORICTPO Pa3MesiCs U 3alllell B BOMAY, C Hac/laXkIeHueM B3[MOXHYB:
— TyaHbTyaHb, TH BEIOpAJ OTIUYHOE MECTO.

B ornuuue ot XKyanb M3sHa, Baut L|gHb gBUrancs MenjieHHO U OCTOPOXKHO. CHSB BEPXHIOIO OfeXKAY,
OH OCTAHOBUJICA Yy Kpas OacceliHa, CIIOBHO KONeOIIACE.

— TyanbTyaHb, naBai, 3axonu, — 2Kyanb MaH OpHI3HYJI Bofiol Ha Baii L[sHs, Beceno CMescCh.

Baii LIsiHb He CTall YKIIOHATHLCS, U ero HUXKHSAS Oflek[a HaMOKJIa, o6ieras Tejo U Mog4epKuBast
clerKa OKPYTJIMBIIUNCS JKUBOT.

— TyaHbTyaHb, CHUMHU OfEXKAY ¥ 3aX0AH, B MOKPOM MOXKHO IIPOCTYAUThECS, — Bupns, uto Bau LIsgHb
BCe elle He gBuraetcs, 2Kyanb MaH cTan TOPOIUTE €ro, 3a0bIB, KTO UMEHHO HaMOYMJI €ero OfleXkKAY.

Yepes mraosenue XKyanb MaH, CJIOBHO YTO-TO BCIIOMHUB, T00aBHUII:
— 4 Benpb yxKe Bumen Te0s1, He CTECHSIHUCS.

XKyans MaH yragan — Boii LisgHb geiicTBUTENBHO cMyIiascs. C Tex mop Kak 2XKyans MaH noTepsn
nIaMsTh, OHU HU pa3y He ObUIM BMecTe 00HaKeHHBIMHY, 110 KpaiiHell Mepe, IIPU CBETE.

— JlagHo, mMagHo, ST 3aKpOIo T'la3a, He Oyay CMOTPEeTh, JaBal 3aX0qu, — C 3TUMHU clioBaMu 2KyaHb
M5H genCTBUTEIbHO 3aKPHII I'1a3a.

Boaui LigHb He cTal IpoBepsaTh, He NOArisaabBaeT nu 2Kyanb MaH. OH CHSJI HUXKHIOI OeX[y,
CHayaJa IJIeCHYJl HeMHOT'0 BOOHl Ha TeJ0, YTOOBI COTPETHCS, U TOJIHKO IIOTOM OCTOPOXKHO OITyCTHII
OJIHY HOTY B BOZY.

['opsiuast Bofa IOCTYyIaia ¢ rop, ¥ KaMeHHbIe CTyIeHu Y Kpasi 6acceiiHa ObITM YOOOHBL OISl CUIeHUS
UJTHA OIIOPHI.

B TemnnmoM, HamOTHEHHOM IapoM noMelesuy Bau LIgHe maran yBepeHHo, HO KaK TOJIBKO OH CHefa
nocnenHui mar, 2Kyanb MaH IOTAHYII €ro 3a PyKYy.

Bau LIsHb He oxupan, 4yTo 2KyaHb M3H cenaeT 3T0 ceryac, IOCKOIb3HYJICS U MOTEPSJI PaBHOBECHE.

Ho nockonbKy oHY OBUIM B BOLIE, 9TO He UMeso 60buIoro 3HaueHus. 2Kyanb MaH NOATSAHYI €70, U
Bau LIsiHb OKa3ascs y Hero Ha KOJIeHsX.

— Tl cnenmansHO? — 2KyaHb M3H felicTBOBaJI Tak sIBHO, YTO Boii LIgHb He MOT He IIOHATh €ro
HaMepeHuH.

Opnako KyaHb M3H okKay4ars rojoBoi, OTpULias:
— XO0Ts pe3ynbTaT TOT XKe, IIPOLieCcC OKa3ajiCd He TaKUM, KakK 5 IPeaCcTaBIsil.

Ecnu 6v1 Bait LIssub He ObIT OepeMeHeH, TakKas MaJleHbKast HEOXKUOAHHOCTb He uMesia Okl 3HaYeHHUS.
Ho ¢ pe6eHKOM BHYTPH €ro pafioCTh IIpeBpaTHiIach B UCIIYT.

Bupst, uto 2Kyanb MaH ocTaeTcs ClIOKOMHBEIM, Bait LIsIHb cierka ynbIOHyICs:

— Hudero cTpaliHoro, He CTOUT MEHSI HEJOOIleHUBaTh. — [10 CpaBHEHUIO C UMIIEPATOPCKOM YEeTOH,
KOTOpast OTHOCHUJIACh K HEMY KaK K 0OBIYHOMY Y€eJIOBEKY, Upe3MepHasi OCTOPOXKHOCTh 2KyaHb M3Ha



BhI3BIBasa y Bait LIsiHS cKopee mucKoMGpOpT.

Ou Owin1 6epeMeHeH, HO 3TO He fienaso ero 6ecrmomoursHeiM. 2KyaHb M3H, CJIOBHO KeJas fiepxKaTh ero
B CBOHMX PYKax, 3acTaBsi Bai LisgHs uyBCTBOBAThH ce0sT HEJIOBKO, MOYTH He 3Hasl, KaK C HUM
B3aUMOJEeHCTBOBATh.

XoTst Ba#t LIsgub cKa3ail, 4To Bce B mopsigke, 2Kyanb MaH Bce ke 0eCIOKOUICS, TIATEIbHO OIIyIaB
€ro C TOJIOBHI [I0 HOT, ITpexX/ie YeM KUBHYTh C 00JIer4eHIEM.

WX B3TNISIOBI BCTPETUIIUCH, U, 3aMETUB BHE3allHOe IOMYyTHEHMe B rila3ax XKyans Mana, Baut LisHs €
YCMEILKOU IIPOU3HEC:

— Bce elne yTBEpKOaelb, 4TO He crenuanbHo? — [eiicTBus 2Kyanb MaHa sSBHO ObLIM HalpaBieHbl
He Ha IIPOBEPKY ero COCTOSIHUS, a Ha TO, YTOOH! pa3kedb CTpacTh. Balt LIsiHb TpeKkpacHo MOHUMAJ
€ro HaMepeHus.

2Kyanbs M3H CMYIIEHHO yIBIOHYICS:

— TyaHbTyaHb, g [IpaBaa He clelranbHo. [IpoCTO TH CIUIIKOM O4YapoBaTesieH, U 1 He CMOT
yoepxkaTtbca. — [Ipoupsice no teny Baii Lisas, 2Kyans M3H 0CTaHOBUJI PYKY Ha €ro XXUBOTE, HEXKHO
IIOTTIaXKUBasl.

X0TsI OH y2Ke 3[M0POBAJICS C MaJIbIIIOM BYepa, HO TOTHA 9TO OBIIO Yepe3 Ofexkay, ¥ cerlyac Bce OBIIO
ropasno 6onee uHTUMHO. Pyka 2KyaHb MaHa, Ka3anoch, IPUJIUIIIIA K HeXKHOM Koxke Bait LIsiHs, 1 oH
He XOTeJl ee yOuparsb.

— 3Ha4uT, 9T0 MOsI BUHA? — Balt LIgHb He OB CEpOUT, HO B €ro rojioce YyBCTBOBAJIACh JIeTKas
HEYBEPEHHOCTB.
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