Bait YxyHb rmy00KO B3OOXHYIT U, HAKOHEI, ITPOU3HEC OCTABIIYIOCS YACTh:

— 4 He 3Hal0, YTO CKa3aJl UMIIEPaToOp MaTyIlIKe, HO OH He 0fo0puI 3TOT Opak.

Yt0?!

VIMeHHO “MIlIepaTop U3MEHUII CBOE pellleHue, YTO OblyIo HeoXugaHnHo mis 2KyaHb MaHa.

Ho, mogymas eiue pa3, 2KyaHb M3H Halllesl BCIO CUTyal1I0 BIIOJIHE JIOTUYHOU, ¥ BCE€ €0 COMHEHUS
Hal 00bsICHEHHE,

XKyaHb M3H HUKOT{la HE OTPHULAJI, YTO B IIPOLIJION XKU3HU OH U Bau LIgHb UCIIBITHIBAIM YyBCTBA OPYT
K IPYTYy, HO MeXAy HUMHU OBIJIO CIIMIIKOM MHOTO NIPENSITCTBUM, U HU Yy KOTO U3 HUX He XBATHUIIO
CMeJIOCTH cHefaTh mar Bruepen. OHU MOTIM MHUIIb 6eCCHUTbHO Ha0moaTh, KakK pacCTOSTHUE MeXAY
HUMU YBEJIMUUBAETCS, [I0KA OHU He CTaJli YyKUMHU.

Panee XKyanr M3H 3afaBaicss BOIIPOCOM, UTO XKe CTaJI0 IepeJIOMHBEIM MOMEHTOM — OH uiu Bau LsHb
COeJlajy caMblil TPYOHBIN I1ar?

Oxa3zanocek, 4To 9TO OBLT UMIIEPATOP, 3aMPEeTUBIINH ero 6pak ¢ Bai F0i. Kakas pa3Hulla, 4To
norosopunuch Kyass JIub u Ce CsH, eCliv UMIIepaTop CKa3ajl «HeT».

Ho...

[Toyemy umMIepaTOp U3MEHUJI CBOEe MHeHHUe? B mpolnoi XKU3HU OH Tak He noctymnain, u 2Kyans MaH
BCe ellle He 3HaJl OTBeTa.

— Maryiika, KaxeTcs, Obljla YOOB/IeTBOpeHa 00BbICHEHUSIMU UMIIepaTopa, HO KOTfia S CIIPOCHUII €€,
OHa O0TKa3ajlach TOBOPUTH MOAPOOHEe.

Bait YKyHB GBI TOCMEPTHHIM PeOEHKOM U C ieTcTBa uMej ciaboe 3mopoBbe. Ce CaH 0CO6eHHO
mo0uila ero, ¥ MexXay HUMHY IIOYTH He OBIIO CeKPeTOB, TaK YTO Takas ClieHa Obllla PeIKOCThIO.

Bai#t UyHXKyH Bcerpia yBaxain Ce CsiH. OHa Oblsla ero HeBeCTKOM ¥ IBOIOPOTHOM CECTPOM, II09TOMY
Takoe oTHoieHue 2Kyans MaHa He ynuBuio. Ero 0osnblile HHTEPECOBAIO:

— Orery notoM GmarocyioBun Hail 6pak?
Cyns o BpeMeHH, ux cBagbba ¢ Baii LIsiHeM Ka3aiack HECKOJIBKO IIOCIIEITHOM.

Bait UxkyHb He3aMeTHO Habiofan 3a BelpaxkeHueM nuila 2Kyanb MaHa, yOeIUBIIKNCh, UTO BCE B
OpsSOKe, TPOMOJIKU:

— YKa3 melCTBUTENIBHO UCXOMUII OT UMIIePAToOpPa, HO ThI, KaXKeTCs, HEIIPABUIIBHO €T0 MOHSIL.

2KyaHnb M3H, TpequyyBCcTBYys HemoOpoe, 3aMep, U HaIPsKeHHe MOYTH ITPOCOYUIIOCH CKBO3b MACKY
CIIOKOMCTBUA:

— YTO0 4 HenpaBUJIbHO ITOHSAI?

Boait YxkyHb Konebascs, CIIOBHO eMy OBbIJI0O TPYOHO TOBOPUTH, HO MOJ HACTOMYUBEIM B3TIsiAoM 2KyaHb
MboHa 0H, HAaKOHeIl, IIPOU3HEC:

— Tw OyMaellb, YTO HaCJIeAHHUK IMPEeCTOJIa Caejlall 3TO HaMEPEHHO, YTO OH 3aCTaBHUII TeOs BOUTH B



BocTouHBIi IBOPEL.

Xots Bau YxkyHB BEIpa3uiIcs BecbMa fenukaTHO, XKyaHe MaH, BUIs ero BEIpaXXeHue U KeCTHl, MOT
JIETKO IIPEeCTaBUTh, KAKUM OH OBUI B IIPOLIIOM.

U Ttorma XKyanb MaH ocTon6GeHen. B mpolisie OeCITUNIETHS OH YaCTO COXKAJIeN, YTO €CNTU ObI OH WK
Baii ListHb mposiBuIH O0JIbIlle MHUITMATUBEI, UX JKU3Hb MOTJIa OBl CJIOXKUTHCS MHAYE, U OHU He
OCTaBMJIH OBI CTOJILKO COXKAJIEHUH.

XoTs Temephb MHALIMATOPOM CTaJl UMIIEPATOp, Ag Hero u Boii LsHa pe3ynbTaT Ob1 TEM Xke. [louemy
e OH Tak oTpearupoBan? 2Kyanb M3H He MOT ITI0BEPUTE.

— UXKyHb, TH TOBOPHUIIIB, YTO 51 OBLUT HEOBOJIEH 3TUM Gpakom?

2Kyanb M3H x0Ten oTHIIenaTh CBOEro Moyionoro ceds. To, 0 4eM OH MedTasl BCIO XKU3Hb, OH HE MOT
OTBEPTHYTh.

Boait YKyHb YTBEPAUTEIBHO KUBHYJ, TOHOM IIOJTHBIM YBEPEHHOCTH:
— He mpocTo HenoBoseH, a 6yKBaIbHO FOTOB OBUT HAPYIIUTE YKas3.

Onnako Ba#t UyHKyH OBUI U3BECTEH CBOEl HENIPEKJIIOHHOCTHIO, M HUKTO He MOT 3aCTaBUTh €T0
M3MEHUTH pellleHne, Jaxe uMeparpula uin TaiiaH XyaH.

YcnrimaB 3To, 2KyaHns MaH yXke X0Tell yIacTh Ha KojleHU. fiMa Oblna CIUIIKOM I'Iy0OKOM, U OH He
3HaJ, KOTga BeIOepeTcs.

— VIMeHHO TTOTOMY, YTO THI HE XOTeJI, HACJIeHUK MIPeCcToJia IIPOCKJI KMIlepaTopa OTMEHUTh Opak, HO
TOT HE Pa3pelIul.

VimenHo Torfa Baii YXKyHb MMOHSI, HACKOJIbKO CUJIbHO Balt LisgHb mobun 2Kyanb MaHa, TOTOBBEIY pafu
Hero Ha Bce.

OpHako nof naBeHrneM abCONMIOTHOM BacTy MOT 1 2KyaHb M3H yBULeTh UCKPEHHOCTL Bait LIsHa?
Bay YkyHb COMHEBAJICH.

[Tprka3 uMneparopa ObUT HEPYIIUM, U cBagbba HacIeqHUKA IIPeCcToia COCTOsIach B Cpok. Ho
HACKOJIBKO Ts1kKeso xkunmu Baw Lsup u XKyanb Mau? Beck mBopel] 3Hal, 4TO B MEPBYIO OPayHy0 HOYb
CYIpyT HacleOHUKA He IyCTUI HacJefHUKA IIPeCcToia B OII0YUBAIbHIO.

Emre oguH yoap rpoMa oOpymmmics Ha 2Kyans MaHa. 3a [IBe XKU3HU OH HUKOTIa He UCITHITHIBAT
TAKOT0 III0Ka, KaK CeTOfHS.

[To cpaBHEHMIO C YIPSIMBIM U CaMOPa3PYIIUTEIbHEIM co00M, ucTopuu ¢ Baii Ysnom u Li3ioHb CsaHeM
Ka3aJIuCh MeJIOYbIO.

Bups, xak 2Kyanb MasH OIyCTUII TOI0BY, [IOJIHLIM pa3oyapoBaHus, Boii YKyHb HEBOJIBHO
II0YYBCTBOBAJI 2KaJI0CTh, HO, BCIIOMHUB €T0 II0CIeNYyIoINe TOCTYIIKY, 3TO YYBCTBO OBICTPO UCUYE3TIO.

— JTO TOJIBKO Havaslo, npaBga?
Xots Baut UYxkyHb He roBopui, 2Kyanb MaH mpouduTas 3To Ha ero Jule.

Ba#t YKyHb MOJT4a KUBHYJI, @ 3aTeM 000aBUII:



— YTto IIPOXU30IIJIO ITOTOM, A HE 3HAlO BCETO. Hacnepgnuk IIpecToJia O9YEeHb Tebs 3aIuinai, u
IIPpOUCXopdIIee B BocTounom ABOpIEe PeOdKO CTAaHOBUJIOCh U3BECTHO, 3d UCKIIDYEHUEM...

— 3a UCK/IIYeHueM CIydaeB, KOrfa 5 CIUIIKOM CUJIBHO «BBICTYIIAJI», U OH He MOT HUYero ChenaTh.
— Kyaub MaH 3akoHunN Ppa3y Baut YxkyHd, U ero yBepeHHOCTh IOJTHOCTHIO UCYE3TIa.

Kakumu Ol H1 OBIIM €70 MOTUBH B ITpOIIIoM, Bait LIsiHb, Kak OB CUJIBHO OH HU JIIOOUIT €T0, B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB, OXJ1afiest Okl K HEMY M3-3a €T0 IIOCTOSIHHOTO IoBeneHusi. HeynuBUTENbHO, YTO C BUEPAIITHETO
ous Baii 1[9HE yallle Bcero BHIIISAAEN 0ecroMoIHEIM. OH MelCTBUTEIFHO OB O€CIIOMOIIEH.

— EcTb eme 4T0-TO, 0 YeM TH XOYelllb CIIPOCUTH?

Baii UkyHB CKa3asl MOYTH BCE, YTO MOT, ocTayibHOe 2KyaHb M3H HoJzKeH ObLT Y3HATh CaM.
2KyaHb M3H [onro Moyidal, a 3aTeM, HaKOHell, TOJHSJI TOJIOBY ¥ TPpoO0pPMOTaIl:

— EcTp 11 y MeHs IIaHC Ha criaceHue?

Panbllle OH He yMaJl JOCTATOYHO I'NyO0KO, CYKTas MpobiieMy IPOCTOi, HO Teleph, Y3HaB JIUIIb
YaCTh MPABOBI, OH OBITT HAa TPAHH Kpaxa.

— KoneuHo, ecTb. TH Befib BCe ellle CYIPYT HaclefHUKa IIPeCTosa, He TakK JIu?

Bai#t UxKyHb BAPYT IMOAYMal, 4To moTeps naMsaty 2KyaHb MaHa Obljla He Tak YK I1710Xa. TOJbKO 3a0hiB
BCce, OH 1 Bou lIgHL MO Ha49aTh 3aHOBO.

Briiigst u3 gopua YanTtal, 2Kyanb MaH ObIJT ITOJIOH pa304apoBaHUs U YYBCTBA BUHBI, HACTOJIBKO, YTO
OH 3a0b11 cripocuTh Bait YxkyHs o cebe u XKyans Jlusne.

2Kyanb MaH cobuparscs cpa3y BepHYThCS BO OBopel] YaHCUHB, HO, YCIIbIIaB, 4To Balt LIsgHb BCe ellle
HaxoOuTcs B yepTore CioaHbIIN, N3MEHUI IJIaHEL ¥ PEIUJI BCTPETUTh €ro, YTOOb BMECTE BEPHYTHCS.

[Tpomutoe yxe nmpou3onino, u XKyanb M3H, Kak Obl OH HY XOTEeJl OTPUIlaTh, OB TEM CaMBIM
YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIH cliennan Apyrok Be0op. [I0CKOIBKY 3TO ObIIA €er0 COOCTBEHHBIE OINOKH, OH
MOJKeH ObIT UCITPABUTh UX CaM.

Cogemianue B yepTore CroaHbIM yKe 3aKOHYUIIOCH, ¥ 2KyaHb M3H, TOIBKO MIOAOUIS K BXOAY, YBULEI
BHIXOMAINEr0 OTTyda KHsA354 Y, Baun Xao.

Baii Xao OB MOJIOABIM, Ha IIECTh JIeT MJIafillle UMIIEPATOPa, HO ero CTaTyC OblsT BEICOK. OH OBIT
MagmuM asager Bou UyHxKyHa u gegoM Bau Lsius u Bait YsHa.

— O, ManM3H npuiies, BCTpedaTs TyaHbTyaHB?
Xots 310 Oblyta myTKa, 2KyaHb MaH 1oYeMy-TO YCIIBIIIAN B Hell HOTKY 3710pafCcTBa.

2Kyanb M3H He cMen 00UIeTh 3TOTO YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPHIM OBII BCETO Ha NEeCSTh JIeT CTapllle ero, u
IIOCIIEIIINII OTBETUTD:

— HMeHHO Tak.

Bait Xao ObI ©3BECTEH CBOMM OCTPBIM SI3HIKOM M 0CO0eHHO mo0un Bai 1IsHs. OgHO HEeBEPHOE CIIOBO,
Y OH He 3HaJl, KaK yMpeT.



Boaii Xao, KaxkeTcsi, He GBI MOJTHOCTLIO YIOBIETBOPEH 0TBeTOM KyaHb M9Ha U, He CIlella, CKa3a:
— JTo mageHue, IOX0xKe, MOUUIo Tebe Ha IMOoab3y. M03TrH, KaXkeTCsi, IPOYHUCTUIIKCh.

2KyaHb M3H HEBOILHO B3IpOTHYI. X0Ts Bait Xao Bcerga Obla SI3BUTEIBHBIM, OH OOBIYHO
IpUIePKUBAJICS MPUHIUIIOB. ECi OH OBINT TakK 3071, 3HAYUT, €0 IIPOIIIOe ITOBefIeHNe NeWCTBUTEILHO
OBL710 y2KacHO Oyst Baut LsgHs.

— Ieny1ika 1pas, S IPUHSII Balll YPOK.
CkpomHOCTh XKyans MasHa yausuia Bau Xao.

Bai Xao BHUMaTenbHO TocMoTpen Ha 2KyaHb MaHa, ¥ ero B3rjiaa HakKoHel cMarduscs. OCTaBUB eMy
Ha IpolllaHue «Befu cebs pa3yMHO», OH yIIIel.

B uepTore BaHbilix, KOToa BCe MUHUCTPH yHanuiauck, Batt UyHxkyH momaHusn Bai L{gHs, 4TOOH TOT
Ceqn PSAOoM C HUM.

Baii LisiHb cupmen HampoTuB Bali UyHXKYyHa 3a CTOJIOM, ¥ PACCTOSIHHE MEeXIy HUMU ObLIO He CITUIIKOM
OonbImKM, TOYTH JUIOM K uily. Ho Bait UyHKyH Bce elle OblI HeIOBOJIEH U 3acTaBuil Ban LA
mepecaxuBaThCsa. TOT He CMOT 0TKa3aTh U CeNl PAAOM C UMIIePaTOPOM, CKPECTUB HOTH.

Ha aToT pa3 umnepaTtop Ovin moBojieH. OH IOTpOras XHUBOT ChIHA, KOTOPBIHM HEe BBRIAEISIIICS, U
B3[OXHYII:

— TyaHbTyaHB, B KOI'O THl TAKOU?

— YT0?

Byt LIsiHb HEMHOTO pacTepssICs U He cpa3y MOHAJ, 0 4eM IOBOpPHUT Bait UyHXKyH.
Ba#t UyHXKYH, B3JOXHYB, 00BSICHUIT SICHEE:

— TBoU oTel] HaxXKuJI BaC YeTBEPHIX, ¥ BCE BMECTE OHU He [OCTABJISAIU CTOJIBKO XJIOIOT, KaK Thl OOUH.
4 mouTH HaYUHAIO XKaJeTh.

Boaii IIsgHb omycTun rojoy, usberas B3riisna Bait YyHxkyHa, ¥ TUXO0 CKa3all:

— Oreln xkaJieeT 0 TOM, 4TO 0J1arocyIoBuy Hall 6pak?

— 2Karnero, 9To chenan Te0S CIUIIKOM MIOCIYIIHEIM, YTOOB TBOM CYIPYT MOT M3[eBaThCS Haf TOOOM.
2KyaHb M3H [elCTBUTENHHO OB peOeHKOM, KOTOpOro Baii UyHKYH BOCIIUTHIBAJI C AETCTBA, HO €CIIH

OBl He 3amuTa Baii L9, ero mosenenue OLUI0 OBl HEBLIHOCUMEIM.
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