HmnepaTop Kaiinys HemenneHHO oTrpaBui nucbMo 'y [1Iu, u TOT BO BCEM npu3Hajcsa. OmHaKo OH
00BSICHHUJI, YTO Y HEr0 BCEro OBa ChIHA: MJTQMLINH yXKe BhIIaH 3aMyK, a CTaPIIHH J0TKEH OCTaBUTh
HacliemHWKa. [109TOMY OH B35/ Ha cebsi cMeNloCTh KeHuTh ['y ®3Ha Ha cupoTe 1Mo dhamunuu HMHb.
loroBOpUINCH, YTO IIOCTIE POXKIEHUS cTapluero celHa ['y @oHa 3Ta [IeByllIKa CKOHYaeTCs, U B
IanbHeWlIeM HaCcJleqHUKOM CTaHeT He ChiH, a BHYK. BHyKa XKe OTIpaBsiT HeCTH cnyxk0y Ha CeBepHLIe
3emny, a ['y ®3H ocTaHeTCs B CTOJIULE IIPU BTOPOM IIPUHIIE.

I'y v u3n0KUJ BCE Tak, YTO UMIlepaTopy KaiyHy ocTaBasoch XL MOT4a COTJIaCUThCS.
Ho MornuanuBoe cornacue BOBCe He 03HA4aslo, YTO OH He OblJI pa3rHeBaH.

VimmepaTop BHI3BAJI BTOPOI0 IIPUHIIA BO ABOPEIL], XKeJlast YCIHIIATh ero 00bsSICHEHUS, HO eT0 CTapIIui
CBIH, KaK BHISICHMIJIOCH, He 00J1afiall HIKAKUMU TaJlaHTaM#, KpOMe YMEHHUS YIIPSIMO MOJT4aTh, CIIOBHO
MOpCKasl ycTpulia. B mopsiBe rHeBa UMIIePaTOP OTIPaBUI 000UX CITyKUThH HajleKo B apMHUIO Ha
3anagHble 3eMJIU.

OpHako, HECMOTpPS Ha THEB, IOCJIe HaKa3aHus OH BCE XKe 3aayMasics 06 ux OynyieM, Beib BCe
POOUTENH B 9TOM 1MOX0XKHU. ['y ®9H OBIJT CTAPLIUM CHIHOM I'epliora AHBIO, U OTKPHITOE 00BSIBIIEHHE O
ero ceagprbe HEMUHYEMO BbI3BajIo OBl epecymbl. Kak pa3 B 9To BpeMs uMIepaTpuiia YkoH
yIoMsiHyJa, 4To JIIoi4YaHb yMep, ¥ nopa 6 HaviTy ['y Illu HOBYyIO keHy. OHa MpeaokKuIa
KaHOUAATYPhl, ¥ umnepaTop mopyuun FOaub U mpoBepuTh UX, BEIOPAB Ty, YTO MPUHECET MEHBIIE
Bcero xyomnoT. Tak 'y ®3H cTai cTapIIuM CHIHOM OT HaJIO0XKHUIIH, ¥ ero XKeHUTh0a Ha IIpUHIlecce He
CYUTaIaCh YHU3UTEIIbHOM.

Ha 3ToT pas, Korma BTOPOU IIPHHI] BO3BPAIAJICSA B CTOIUIY, OH HaTKHYJICS Ha [eJI0 0 XULeHUU
Ka3E€HHBIX CpefCTB. MiMmepaTop, y3HaB o ciayuusiieMcs, Besenl K0aub M oTnpaBuTsh nogei Ha
nogMory. Ho KakoBo ke OvljI0 ero youBieHue, Korma F0aub M coobmmui, uto I'y ®9H CHOBa POIUIT
chiHa oT Mub 1TuHa!

VimmepaTop ObIn BHE ce0sT OT PafoCTH: 3TOT Pe6GEHOK CTAHET CTAPIIMM MUMIIEPATOPCKUM BHYKOM!
Kaxprelii IeHb OH MeyTall YBUOEeTh MiafeHla, Ho UHb L{uH mpogoikai gqenaTth BUM, YTO HAYETO HE
3HaeT!

Ero nputBOpPCTBO HMUETr0 He 3HauuiI0, uMnepatop Besen KOaubs M mpoBectu paccnegosanue. Y Kkorga
pe3ynbTaThl OBIIM Ha PyKaX, UMIIepaTopa OXBaTHJla TaKasi SPOCTh, UTO OH He MOT YCHYTb BCIO HOYB OT
0oy B ceplle.

Korpa oH maBan HeodunuanabHOE Ccorjlacie Ha To, YTOOH cTapmuii cbiH ViHb LlnHa ocTasncs B ceMbe
'y, oH B rnyOuHe OyIIM mojiarai, 4To TOT peOEHOK HaxomuTcs psapoM c I'y Iy, yuut rpamore u
BOMHCKOMY MCKYCCTBY, U3y4daeT cTpaTeruio. OTKyma eMy OBIJIO 3HATh, YTO PeOEHOK BCE 3TO BpeMs
ObLT IPSIMO Y HETO TTOJ HOCcOoM, B cTonuile FOHbaHb, U KU BMecTe ¢ ['y Mo, Kak caMbIii OOBIYHBIH
cnyra! Tpoe 4enoBek, ¥ 3a HUMU yXaxKuBajla JUIIb OgHA CTapas HIHbKa — YCJIOBUS XyXkKe, YeM KOoTrza
caM uMIepaTop ObLI Mo apecToM B BocTtouHoM gBopire!

Otu mopu — uctuHHOe 6e3ymue! A6cypn! He BegaioT, 4TO TBOPAT!
— Xo03s1H, TOCIIOAWH AHBb ¥ BTOPOH rocrnonuH 'y kayT B 60KOBOM 3aje.
HWwmnepaTop KainyH KUBHYIL.

Cywu Jlsub BBEN ux. Mosoele JTIOAM, KOTOPHIE JIWITh MTHOBEHUE Ha3ajl 02KUBJIEHHO OeceqoBai,
Telephb CTOSITIU IMTOHYPO, BEICTPOUBILKCH B PSI HA KOJIGHSIX.



HiMmepaTop, efBa B3T/ISIHYB Ha HUX, CHOBA IIOYYBCTBOBAJI IIPUJIUB I'HEBA, HO, YBUIEB OJIEMHOTO OT
crpaxa ['y ®sna, cMsaruuncs. OH IedCTBUTEIbHO XOTeN IPOYYUTh 3TUX HEOMBITHRIX I0HIIOB, HO ['y ®9H
BBIPOC ¥ HETO Ha rjla3aX. ITOT OT IPUPOILI CKPOMHBIN MasibuuK Obln cTapiuM ceiHoM 'y I1u, u
MMIIepaToOp He MOT He MCIHLITHBATh K HEMY 0C000M CHMITaTHUH.

— OX... — B3poxHyn uMmnepartop Kaiinys, u I'y ®3H BeCch B3OpOoruysi. BTopoi npuHI, CTOS Ha KOJIEeHAIX,
OABUHYCSA 4yTh Onuxke K ['y ®3Hy, omHaAKO B3I ero ObUT YCTPeMIIeH Ha UMIIepaTopa, KOTOPHIT
moJIysiekain Ha KyimeTke. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 OTKphIBa POT, YTOOH UTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO TakK U He
IIPOPOHUJI HU CJIOBA.

On Momuar, u HMIIEPATOp TOXKe MOJI4dall. B 3asie noBucna TUIIMHA, HapyllaeMad JINIIb HIyPITaHUuEM
CBHUTKOB, KOTOPEIE UMIIEPATOP M3PEOKa IIEPEJINCThIBAII.

— Orer!

HMnepaTop mogHs riasa, AaBas IOHATh, YTO CIIyIIaeT.

— Oren! Ecnu xoueIb HaKa3kBaTh, TO HaKazKK TOIBKO MeHsI! ITo BCE Mos unes!
HWMnepaTop cXBaTwl IayKy AOKJIaAHBIX U IIBLIPHYJI B IIPUHIA.

— Kaxk TeI cMeeln!

— Bamie BenuuectBo! 310 BcE 'y @91 yTaum, g Hu4ero He 3Has! Baie BbicouecTBO HU B YEM He
BUHOBAT! BuHOoBaT TONBKO 1, I'y ®9H roToB noHecTu m060e HakazaHue! IIpoiry Bac, Balle
BenndecTBO, HEe BUHUTE MPHHIIA!

y HMIIEPATOPa COAaBHUIIO T'PYOb, I'OJIOBA PACKAJIBEIBAJIACh.

— XO0poI110, XOPOILI0, TPeKpacHO! — BBIMOJIBUII OH. — BB BCe TaK IpefaHHbl APYT APYTY, IPOCTO Oylla
He 4yaeT. Ho B CBOMX IIOCTYIIKaX COBEPILIEHHO He 3HaeTe Mephl! Heyxkenu ceryac BpeMs CIIOPUTH, KTO
BuHOBAT? O HET, OHU Be[b U He MIPU3HAIOT BUHY, IIPOCTO HanepeOoi KejaiT Haka3aHusa. OT 3ToH
MBICIIA UMIIEpaTOpa OxBaTula HeOklBanas ycTanocTh. OH MaxHYyJ PYKOM, HaTSAHYJ Ha ce6s ofiesiyio u
IIPUTOTOBUJICS KO CHY.

— Bamre Bennuectso.

[Ipo3By4as YUCTHIY U XOJIONHBIN I'0JI0C, HE3HAaKOMBIN uMIepaTopy. OH MPUCMOTPEJICS: TOBOPHUIL
BTOpO¥ CHH ['y, I'y Mo.

— Baire BennyecTBo, I03ApaBIIA0 C BEJIMKUM IIpa3fgHUKOM! — ['y Mo ITOKJIOHUIICA B 1OSIC. — MBI
IIPUIIIA COOOIIUTH PAfOCTHYIO BECTD.

VimnepaTop KaiinyH cimerka yneiOHYICS.
— O? JIro I'yaH, roBopu, 4eMy s OOJIXKEH PafoBaThCs?

— ¥ Baero BenuuecTtBa n0sIBUJICS BHYK. TOJIBKO g He 3HaW0, OOUH BHYK Uy ux asoe? — IToka I'y Mo
CTOSITT Ha KOJIEHSX, eT0 BHE3aITHO OCEeHMIIa OfHA MBIC/IL. BTopoit npuni u I'y @31 Bcerga ObLIN PSIOM
C IMIIEpPaTOPOM, HO TOT HUKOTla He TOBOPUJI UM, YTO JIFOMY5HB KUB. XOTh UMIIEPATOP U U37all yKa3 0
Ka3HU JIFOMY5HSA, HO OO0 9TOT0 TallHas CTpaXa HOYbI0 AOCTaBUIa MUCbMO, B KOTOPOM BeJieJl CTAapUKY
I'y cupsTaTs ero. JIroliusHb ObIT KUB, ¥ XOTS UMIIEpaTop OBIJT MHUITMATOPOM 3TOTO IIJIaHa, 3TO OBIIO
[eJi0, Tpo3slilee CMEPTHOX Ka3HbIO, I09TOMY IIpaBAy 3Hanu nulllb uMnepatop, ['y lllu u cam



JTiortusns. [Taxke 'y Mo y3Hanm 06 9ToM claydalHO: OH 3anomo3pu’, uto ['y Illu 4acTo e3muT B rOpox
[IvH 0 KAKMM-TO TalHBIM [eflaM, ¥ OOHaXObl Tpociequi 3a HuM. CHavana oH gyMmar, uto 'y Ilu
oOMaHBIBAeT UMIIEPATOPA, HO MO3Ke IOHSJI, YTO UMIepaTop — moOphii yemoBek. Others certainly
didn't know about the life-and-death friendship between the Emperor and old Gu, thinking the
Emperor held the power of life and death and was cold by nature. Gu Feng and the Second Prince
were scared out of their wits and lost their composure. Gu Mo, though he had spent most of his life
in the Northern Border Camps and had only seen the Emperor a few times, saying barely a few
words in total, knew best that the Emperor was not the bloodthirsty monster depicted in rumors.

Emperor Kailong first smiled slightly, then laughed aloud.

— Are these your words? Can you represent Gu Shi's meaning?

— I have no meaning, it depends on Your Majesty's meaning.

Their verbal sparring left the others confused. Emperor Kailong did not speak for a long time.

Yin Qin had been slow on the uptake earlier because it involved Gu Feng, but hearing the
conversation between Gu Mo and his father, he quickly guessed some of it and immediately took up
the thread.

— Father, I and Gu Feng... already have two children, only... — He was just about to find an excuse
to explain why Xiao Doumiao, already five years old, still hadn't been acknowledged by the clan,
when he suddenly remembered Gu Mo's words: "You are the son, the Emperor is the father. In
public, you are sovereign and subject; in private, you are father and son." Thinking of this, he said
nothing more, going straight to the point: "Father, neither of the two children has a name yet; we
are just waiting for Father to bestow one!"

Emperor Kailong smiled at this.

— As for your eldest son, [ will discuss it with Gu Shi. The second son shall be named Yin Xiu. —
Saying this, he pulled a sheet of paper from the desk and handed it to Song Lian.

Song Lian took it and quickly walked over to the Second Prince, smiling as he spoke.

— Your Highness, this is where you are wrong. Such a great joy, and you didn't let His Majesty know
first. Aren't you hurting his heart? Since ancient times, parents worry about their children for their
whole lives, holding their every meal, drink, and movement in their hearts. Since His Majesty
learned that the young prince has suffered, he has been too worried to eat or sleep. Look, His
Majesty has grown haggard. Now you are a father yourself; surely you understand this feeling. This
old servant will say one more word: you should bring the young prince to let His Majesty see him.
Once his name is in the Jade Genealogy, it is only right that the whole world celebrates together,
isn't it?

— Just you and your mouth. Go eat a sour tangerine to plug it up! — Emperor Kailong pointed at the
plate of tangerines, expressing disgust at Song Lian's loquacity, but he did not interrupt him.

If anyone could read Emperor Kailong's mind, it was Song Lian. The Second Prince quickly replied:

— Your son left home very early this morning, when the air was still chilly. Tomorrow morning, I will
bring the children to see you.

Only now did Emperor Kailong show a sincere smile. Perhaps thinking that he was about to see two



grandsons, he actually felt a bit hungry. He turned his head to order a meal. Hearing this, Song Lian
was so excited he nearly shed tears, and hurried off to make arrangements.

— Your Majesty, your subject still has one matter to speak of. — Seeing Emperor Kailong's
expression relax, Gu Mo quickly interjected. Song Lian's words had made it clear: the young princes
had suffered. But both of these young princes were living in his courtyard. Who was mistreating
them? If he didn't explain, it could lead to big trouble. — "I grew up in the military camps of the
Northern Border and am not used to being served. Furthermore, it is inconvenient to have people
serving me. And..."

— Speak, let's hear it.
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