Kaxnmpiii MHIMOEHT TaK WK WHa4e OB CBSI3aH CO CTapIlel HeBeCcTKOM. YTo xKe OH TAaKOTo CHesal,
yTOOBI OHA TaK MOCTyIHIa C HUM? MoxKeT OBITh, M3-3a TOT'0, YTO YV CTapuIero 6para g0 CHUX IOpP HET
3aKOHHOTO chiHA? Ecyu OBl 3TO OBITIO TAK, OHA [0MXKHA Oblyla Okl HaBpeouTh LI3uHX9, a He YyHbTao.

I3unxs! Bonb oT noTepu L[3MHX3 BO CHE BHe3amHO oxBaTuia ero. OH BCKOYMII ¥ HallpaBUJICS B
Ob6urtenb «BepHuTe MHE MOM KHUTH». XYaHbCH, OIIEJIOMIIEHHBIN, TOIBITAICS MIOOHATHCS, YTOOR
IIOCJIEIOBaTh 3a HUM, HO, IPOCUOEB Ha KOJEHSX CIIUIIKOM JOJIT0, OH yIaJl, MBITasCh BCTaTh. AHb
[ITaoxya, ycnblliaB I1yM, 00epHYJICS U 3aMeTHIT XyaHbCH.

Anp laoxya npukasan npusectu L[3unxs u Cs0 [loyMs0, a caM BEPHYJICA U B35/ IIOPTPET
IIpOIIaBIIETO.

— ITocmoTpH, KTO 3TO!

— A? — XyaHbcu yauBuics. — ['OCIIOOUH, 9TO XKe NMPUEMHEBIN oTel] LIuHbi0aHb, ero 30ByT Bax
JISTHY9HB, OH XUBET B KBapTayie Kaumoa.

3aMeTuB, 4TO [eJI0 He TaK IIpOoCTo, XyaHbCU IIOCMOTPENT Ha BeipaxkeHue nulia AHb lllaoxya u cxkan
T'yOHL.

— ¢4 HeCKOJIBKO pa3s mepenaBaji eMy BeIly, U Y MEHSI eCTh 3allHCH.

XyaHbCH, BeIpOCLIuY psigoM ¢ AHb [llaoxya, MPUBLIK 3allUCHIBATh BCE, UTO BEIXOAUIIO U3 IOMA, JaXKe
eCJIy 9T0 OBLIM BEIH [7Ig TPUEMHOro oTia L{uHbloaHb. PaHblle 3T0 GbIJI0 IPOCTO IPUBLIUKOM, HO
Telephb 3TU 3alKUCHU 0Ka3alauCh I0JIe3HEIMU. XYaHbCH PEIINII BEITIOXKHUTE BCE.

— T'ocrioguH, nepen HoBEIM rofioM, KOT{la MBI TOTOBHUJIM ITPAa3OHUYHEIE 3allaChl, CTapIlas HeBeCTKa
CIIpOCHIIa, B KaKoii JlaBKe MBI 0OBIYHO MTOKYIIaeM CyIlIeHble TPOAYKTH. [I0TOM OHa CIIpOCHIa, CKOJIBKO
MHe JIeT. f OTBeTHJI, ¥ OHA CKa3asa, 4yTo LIMHBI0aHb CTApIIe MEeHs BCET0 Ha HeCKOJIBKO JIET.

3mech XyaHbCI/I, KaxXkeTCsI, YTO-TO TIOHSIJI, ¥ CJIE3HI HATIOJIHUIM €T TJa3a.

— C Tex nop LluHbl0oaHb 4aCTO BCTpeYanach CO MHOM BTaliHe, BCETa OCTaBIIsijia MHe YTO-HUOYIb
BKyCHOe 1 npocuiia ®yHaHs mepenath 9T0 Oyryio. OHa gaxe CIIMIA MHE Mapy TyQens.

XyaHbCH HE CMOT CHEPKAThCS, ¥ CIE3BI yIIau Ha I10JI Iepef HUM.
— 91 0OBIYHO HEe HOCHUII UX, Oeper.
Ox BcTan u mokasan Ty¢pnu Aub [laoxya.

Ann ITaoxya cMoTpen Ha XyaHbcu. TOT OBITI C HUM C MISITH UM LIECTH JIET, U, XOTSA PopManbHO OHU
OBbLIM TOCIIONUHOM U CJTyToi#, B ayiie AHb [ITaoxya Ovin 61uxKe K XyaHbcH, ueM K Oyryio. Bupns ero
CJE3Bl, OH He MOT 0CTaBaThCS PaBHOMYLIHEIM. ['HEB OT TOro, 4TO ero o0OMaHymy, OblsT HeBHIHOCUM. OH
3nusicd Ha XyaHbCH 3a TO, YTO TOT ITO3BOJIUN ceOs MCIOIb30BaTh, ¥ Ha CTapILIyI0 HEBECTKY 3a TO, UTO
OHA CJIUIIKOM [aJeKo 3alllja.

— YTo TH mepemaBal o e€ mpocroe?

— Hy... mBaxmbl nepefgaBan 6aHkHOTH. O6a pa3a u3 6aHka ['yannu. B TOT feHb, Korfa Bl OBLIN B
[TaBunbone brnaroyxaunsou CnaBel, g epefa eMy CIUTOK 30JI0Ta.

— 3onoTto? Kakoe 30510T0?



— l'ocnmoguH, 3TO OBIIT OECSTUIISTHOBHIM CIIUTOK, OTUEKAaHEHHBIN YIIpaBJI€eHUEM LI3uHYKa0 B TPUOLATH
IIATOM rogy KafIHYHa. Korpa oHa mana ero MHe, 3TO OBLI IIPOCTO CJIIUTOK, 0e3 YIIaKOBKH, JaXKe 0e3
OTIIEYaTKOB MHalbIEeB. 4, YTOOBI HE IIPUBJIEKATE BHUMAHNA, 3aBEPHYJI €TI0 B TKAHE.

— HecsTh nsH... — npobopmoTan Aub [Ilaoxya, HayaB UCKATh 3aMKUCH O 30JI0TE, OTUEKaHEHHOM
yIpaBjieHreM LI3MHYXKa0 B TPUALATh OATOM rogy KaumyHa.

Haiigs HyKHYI0 KHUTY, OH YBUIEJI, YTO B IIPOIIIOM T'Oy, Tepel 3UMHUM KEePTBOIPUHOILIEHUEM, ObIIO
otuekaHeHo 2 000 nsgHOB 30510Ta. [To 3amucsamM, 1 500 nsHOB OBIIM OTIIPABJIEHH B Ka3HY, a
octaBmmmecs 500 — HarpaxXngeHBl HOBLIM BOEHHBIM a/muTaM. Kpome crapinero 6paTa, TOJIBKO OJUH
YyeJlIoBEK B CTOJIMIIE IONTy4Yu Harpagy. Ho Begb 3TO 30710TO OBIIO UMIIEPAaTOPCKUM ITOAAPKOM, KTO
ocMmenuics Obl ero TporaTh?

He roBops ye 0 TOM, OTKy[ia B3SJINCh 3T [ECATH JITHOB, KTO Ke OBUI 9TOT IponaBiuii? Bax
JIgH4Y9Hb... BaH JIgHY9HE... ET0 Hy>KHO OBIJT0 00s3aTENTHHO MTPOBEPUTE. [I0UeMy OH HOYBIO TOIIET B
TIepeysIoK 3a BUHHEIM Mara3uHOM, YTOOB! BHIOPOCUTE (hJIaKOH C simoM 3Meun? [IpuéMHBIN 0Tel]
LIuHBI0AHb...

Lunboanb? OnATh CIyKaHKa CTapilel HeBeCcTKu! Y cTapiieit HeBeCTKH OBIJIO YETHIPe CIIYKAHKH,
OJIHa M3 HUX, KaxeTcs, yMepna, 3Banu eé Llyu unu Jlou. Octanuck Tpu: [lanbiia, LIluHbI0aHb U
LI3pImuH.

LI3bmuH? ITO UMS 3BY4YUT 3HAKOMO. LI3bImuH!

Tor Ban JIsHY3HB, KOTOPHIY OTIpaBUil LI3bINUH nepenaTh NUCEMO XyH LIMHBIOHD U3 TPYIIIIEL
«KpacHag akTpuca». Ban JIgH43Hb, LI3bINKH, cTapllias HeBeCTKa, Tpymna «KpacHas akTpuca»...
CnuurkoM MHOTO 3alyTaHHBIX HUTEU, U T0Ka HEeBO3MOXKHO Pa300paThCs.

[TomoxnuTe, B Iefie O IATH TPyIaX, Y4eTBEPO 3JI0[IeeB YMEPIIH OT sfia 3MEHU, a 3aTeM UM Iepepe3anyu
ropio. CrykaHKy yOUIM yoapoM II0 3aTHIIKY, CMEPTh HacTyNuIa MrHOBeHHO. Ha MecTe
IIPECTYIIEHUS OOJIZKeH OBl OBITH IIIECTOM YeJIOBeK. A 3Mel...

U peno pmecsaTuneTHed JaBHOCTH, CMepTh JInHb YKuII0A 1 ero ceMbu. CIIyXy 0 IPpUYUHAX, KOHEYHO,
JI0KHBIE, HO Be[lb YOUWCTBO HOJIZKHO OBIZIO UMETh KaKyl0-TO IIPUYUHY...

MaTb TOBOPHIIA, YTO CMEPTH TOCIOXKK YXKIH OUeHb IT0X0Ka Ha CMEPTh HAIOXKHUIIE HAaCJIeMHUKA
Mapku3a 3uHabsaHa. MoxeT ObITh, 1e/I0 B peOEHKE?

Peb6énke? XKena JIuap UYKUIIOS, BO3MOXKHO, HOCUJIA 3aKOHHOTO HacJeHUKa JIuHb, HO peOEHOK
HAJIOXKHUIIEI HaCJIeTHWKA MapKu3a LI3MHbsIHA — 9TO BCEro JIUIIh HE3aKOHHOPOKIEHHBIN ChIH. XOTS,
eCJId TOYHee, He3aKOHHOPOXKIESHHBIN CTapIIUK ChIH. JIMHB JIaH ToxKe ObUT HE3aKOHHOPOKIEHHBIM
CTapIIAM CHIHOM.

Anp [Ilaoxya pe3Ko BCTall, XJIOMHY ce0s mo a6y u TpoMKo 1mo3Ban ®yrys. OH man eMy HeCKOJIbKO
yKa3aHUH, a 3aTeM, YTOOH OBITh YBEPEHHBIM, HAMIUCAJ 3alIUCKY U OTHpaBun Oyrys c Hel.

Ban JIgHusHL... BaH... JIgH... YsHb... Y2HE! BoT 0HO 4TO!
Ecnu ero goragka BepHa, TO 9TO [eJI0, BEPOSITHO, MOTpebyeT BMeNIaTeIbCTBa UMIIepaTopa.

Bckope npunuu L3uaxa u Cgo [oymsio. Aub [llaoxya cHST ¢ ce6sg HepUTOBYIO IOABECKY, pa3odpar
€€ U JocTaJl MaJIeHbKYIo IledaTsh [ focyra. [IocMOTpeB Ha ynully, OH Iepefall e€ XyaHbCH U BeJlell
eMy OTHeCTH nedats K [[Iaub JIuHy, 4TOOBI TOT IIOMOT OPraHKW30BaTh BCTPEYY C TJIaBOM YIpaBlieHUs



[MTanaTel HaKa3aHuM ['ao CuHBIM. 3aTeM HYXKHO OBIJIO OTIIPABUTHCS B PE3UOEHIINIO repiiora AHEIO
unu Mapku3a OyaHs ¥ HAWTH Bpaya, CIIEUaIM3UPYIOIIerocs Ha IeUeHUH Hapoaa USHbX9Hb. Bpau
IOJIKeH ObLT MPUTOTOBUTEL BCe HEOOXOMMMEIE JIeKapCTBa, 0COOEHHO [IJIs TIOATOTOBKH K POfaM U
II0CJIEPOI0BOr0 yXofa. EMy ciemoBasio ObITh TOTOBEIM K OTHE3y Ha CIEYIOUUl NeHb, TaK KakK 3a
HUM IIpHefieT KapeTa U3 Pe3ufeHlrnn KHI3d My.

Cs0 [loyMs0, yCbIIIaB 3T0, IIOKPaCHESI ¥ CHOBa XOTeJI ITOKJIOHUTHCA. [1o ero peakuuu Asb llaoxya
IIOYTH IOBEPUJI B €T0 JINUHOCTh M3 CHa. OH YCIIOKOHUJI MaJbYUKa U BeJleJl eMy 0CTaBaThCAd B JOME.
[TogymaB, OH BCE ke CIIPOCHUTL:

— Trl He IPOTUB NOXUTE C LI3MHX3 BO IBOpPE MapKu3a KaKoe-TO BpeMs?

Csio loymsi0, yMHEIN He II0 TofjaM, Ha MTHOBEHUE 3a0yMaJsics, a 3aTeM yJILIOHYJICS.

— Pa3Be KT0-TO OCMeNUTCS HaBPEOUTh MOJIOLOMY I'OCIIONKHY IIOf BallluM HaOnoneHueM?
Anp IlTaoxya He CTajl CKpPHIBATh:

— MHe HYXKHO BCTPeTuThcs ¢ ['y Mo u gpyruMu. Y MeHsI eCTh IIOJ03PeHHUe, YTO CeTOIHSIITHIE
COOBITHS B JOME — 3TO YbsI-TO IIOMBITKA 3afiepKaTh MEHS, TI09TOMY S MOJIKEH HedCTBOBATh OLICTPO.
TaMm... BO3MOXKHO, Gy[ieT omacHo.

Amnp [Ilaoxya He cKa3all, 4To BO CHE, B IeHb ITPA3IHOBAHUS JHS POXKIEHUS UMIIEPaTOpa, IIOYTH
TI0JIOBMHA TIOTrPAHUYHBIX T€HEPAJIOB MPUOBIIK B CTONMITY IO IIPUKa3y. BTOpPO MPUHII, KaK TOBOPHIIH,
BEPHYJICS B CTOJIMIIY B Ha4yajie BTOPOTO MECSIIa, HO IOSIBUJICS Ha IMyOJIUKe TOJIbKO B MIOHE. B mome
HUKOT0 He OBIJIO, ¥ Jake BO OBOPIIE He yOamoch HoOUThCsS aymueHnuu. Yto kacaercs I'y @aHa,
YyeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIA 0ORIYHO OBITT HEPA3/IyYeH CO BTOPHIM IMIPHUHIIEM, OH Mc4Ye3 Ha monropa. [Iaus JIux
JIMYHO CIIPAIINBAJI BTOPOTO IIPHUHIIA, HO OTBeTa He moayunil. Kazamock, OH Haxe TaHO pacciiemoBalt
3T0, HO 6e3pe3ynbTaTHO. Temeps, OTMISIALIBAsCh Ha3afl, COOLITHS BO CHE Ka3aucCh BCE Goee
CTPAHHBIMH.

Oymast 06 aTom, Anb Illaoxya ycMexHyscsi cebe — OH CJIOBHO OKOJIOBaH.

HeszameTtHo oH momeén go gBeper 3ana YXKyHbBIOH. CeromHS y BX0Ha CTOSIN IBO€ U3 IBeHANIaTH
cTtpaxen otia — Llyit Temss u Llu 9pHio. Lyi TemsH, yBuaes ero, nomen qonoxuth. Aeb [[laoxya
He MOT IIPOCTO CTOSITh, IO3TOMY 3aBEJ Pa3roBop ¢ Ly IpHIo. OpHIO ObIT HALMM, KoTOporo AHb FOi
nopo6pas B MonogocTu. OH IOTepSI IOJIOBUHY yXa W3-3a X0JI0fla ¥ HeHaBU el KOpPYyMIIMPOBaHHBIX
YUHOBHUKOB [0 IITyOuHH gyuru. OH OB 4eJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIM Bceraga O0pOJICs CO 37I0M.

[Toka onu pasroBapuBany, Llyu Telsn BepHYJICS U CKa3al:
— TpeTuit MONIOIOM rOCIOAWH, MapKKU3 IIPOCUT BaC BOUTH.

Amnp [llaoxya nmoknonusncs Ly IpHIo u yxke cobupaics B3sTh LI3WHX3 3a PYKY, KaK BOPYT €ro
BHUMaHUe NprBJekna 00yBb OpHIO. OH He yIepXKacs U CIIPOCUTL.

Iz JpHIO 3acMesinicsi, HEeJIOBKO ITOYeChiBasi FOJI0BY PYKOM, ITI0X0XKel Ha Beep.
— Xe-xe-xe...
Lyu TelsH, cMesch, IOXJI0al JPHIO 110 MIeYy:

— He CKpPOHo, TpeTI/Iﬁ MOJIOAOM TOCIIOOYH, 3TH TY(bJ'II/I coemnana LluHbroaHb U3 OBOPaA CTapIiaero



MOJIOOOTO I'OCIIOgXHA.

— Xe-xe-xe...
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