— Bame BenmuuectBo. — EBHYX Ci0¥i BomIes B 3a/1 ¥ OBICTPHIMHE IIaTaMU MPUOIH3UICS K UMIIEPATOPY.
[ITenHyB eMy mapy CJIOB Ha yX0, OH JOCTaJl U3-3a MMa3yXu MOSICHYI0 Ta0NMUUKy, KOTOPYIO HOCHUIIU
IPUABOPHLIE. YBUIEB €€, UMIIEPATOP IIPUIIEN B SIPOCTD U, IIBRIPHYB TabOIUYKY HA I0JI, THEBHO
BOCKJIUKHYI:

— Hacnepnsiil npuHll, noyeMy TabnuyKa U3 TBOETO ABOpLA 0OKa3anack B [laBunboHe CloaHbU?
JIto CssHb TIOKPHIJICS XOJIOMHBEIM ITOTOM M, JPOKa, Tpo6opMoTa:

— Oret... Bame BennuecTso, 1 He 3HAIO.

— Tol He 3Haemb? — JIto X3, IOTEpSB TEpPIIeHUEe, KPUKHYIL:

— IlpuBeguTe ux croma!

[To ero mpuka3y eBHyx Cioli TPOMKO CKOMaHIOBaJ, ¥ B 3aJl BBEJIM [IBYX II€PeIyraHHbIX 0 CMEPTH
MaJIEHbKUX €BHYXOB.

— Bamme BenuuecTBo, nomaaute! Bamie BenuyecTBo, momapute!.. — EBHyXu, He nepecTaBasi, Ounu
ITOKJIOHHI.

— I'oBopuTE, KTO IpHUKa3al BaM IMomxkeub [laBunboH CloaHbU? — THEBHO cripocun JIo Xs.

EBHyx# yKpagkou B3T/IsIHY/IM Ha JIto CsiHS, HO HEe OCMEJIMJIUCh YKa3aTh Ha Hero, IpoaosiKas
KJIaHSITHCS:

— Bamre BennyecTBo, MEL... YMOJISIEM, IIOIIAAUTE HAC.

— Harmeus!! MmiepaTop cpaliuBaeT Bac, eC/Iu He CKaxeTe ITpaBay, Oeperute cBOU rOlI0BhI! —
EBHyx Cio¥ MOBBICUII TOJIOC, HO UMIIEPATOP PE3KO0 B3TJISHYI Ha HEr0, 3aCTaBUB TOTO MOCIIEIIHO
OTCTYTIUTb.

HecmoTps Ha TO 4TO €BHYX CIOM NEPECTYH CBOU IIOJTHOMOYMS, €T0 CJI0Ba BO3bIMENH 3Q(EKT.
EBHyxHU, He TlepecTaBasi, KJIQHSIKUCh U PhIfaIn:

— Baime BenmuuecTBo, MBI IeHiCTBOBAJIM 110 IIPUKa3y HACIEOHOTO IIPUHIIA, TOJ0KT N [1aBUIbOH
Cr0aHbHY HOYLIO.

— B3pop! Korga s mpuka3swiBan BaM noaxkurath I1aBunbon Cioanbu? — HacnemHBIM TPHHII,
OXBa4yeHHBIX y2KaCOM, IIBITAJICS OnpaBaaThCa. OH yxKe MOHSJ, YTO IoIal B 4yXKYI0 JIOBYIIKY.

— JIto CsiHb, 9 cmpainuBaio Te0s1, 3aueM Thl oaxer [TaBunboH Cioansu? Kakue y Te0Os pa3HOTIacus C
rocroxou [Hao? — Ha nune JIro X3 yuTancs rees, HO BHyTPU OH OCTABaJICS CIIOKOEH, CIIOBHO
Ha0JII0Man 3a mMpeaCcTaBIeHueM, OXKUaas Pa3BUTHS COOBITHH.

Cutyanuus CioXKujaach BHe3amnHo, U HacjeqHbIN IpuHL JIto CSHb 0Ka3asicsa He B COCTOSHUU
IIPOTUBOCTOSITH 00BUHEHUSIM. KaHIyiep BaHb B 3TOT MOMEHT OTCYTCTBOBAJI BO ABOpIie, u JIto CsHb,
OCTaBIIKCh OOUH, HE MOT JIETKO CHSTh ¢ ce0s mofo3penue. EQMHCTBEHHOE, UYTO EMY 0CTaBasioCh, —
3TO IPOCTHO ONPAaBOBIBATHCS, HAHESCh, YTO OTEI] YBUAUT €0 PEIIUMOCTh ¥ IIOMMET, YTO OH HE
BHHOBEH. JIto CAHb CTOSITT HA KOJIEHAX, IpoxkKa 1 663 0CTaHOBKHU KJIaHSsICh, B30 BCEX CHJI ITHITASCh
CHATE ¢ ce0sa oOBuHeHUs. Mnepartop JIio X3, HaOmofas 3a 3TUM, HEBOJILHO B3IOXHYI. ET0 CHIH
IOTIaJT B JIOBYIIIKY, HO [laXKe He IIOHMMaJl, KaK U3 Heé BeIOpaThcs. Kak ke 9TOT cTaphiii minyT Baub Tao
ero y4un?



— Orerr... — B MoMeHT, Korfia HMIIEpaTop U HacJIeOHbIN IIPpUHIT 00MEeHHUBAJIUCh B3rasggamu, JIo KOs
BEHIITIETI Bnepén, OIIYCTHUJICA Ha KOJIEHU 1 CKa3all:

— Oret, s He Beplo, YTO 3TO [IeJI0 PYK cTapiuero OpaTta. IIporry Bac, pacciaemyiTe 3To.
JIto X3 cimerka yoquBUIICS U CIIPOCHUIIL:

— 05, a TH Kak gyMaenIn?

JIto KO3 oYTHTENEHO OTBETH:

— Orer, 5 cunMTalo, YTO y CcTapuiero 6para He ObII0 MPUYKMH yOUBaTh rocnoxy Llao. Bo-mepBhIx,
rocmoxa [lao — mmuoHKa 1apcTBa CsH, U cTapmui OpaT HUKOrga Okl He UMeJI ¢ Hel mena. Bo-
BTOPHIX, CTApILINYK OpaT 3aHUMaeT M0JI0KEeHNe HaCcllefHOTo NIPUHIIa, ¥ Hero HeT MPUYKnH
CrOBapUBaThCS C MHOCTPAHHBIMU LINMKUOHAaMU... [Ipolry Bac, paccnenyure 3To.

[Tocne sTux cnoB uMnepaTtop 3agymasncs. OH npucrtansbHo nocMoTpen Ha JIo FO3. Ero cviH, KOTOpHIT
OOBIYHO 3aHUMAJICS UL yueboi 1 60eBEIMU HCKYCCTBAMHU, OBITT 6JIM30K C HACJIeAHBIM IPUHIIEM U
BTOpBIM IpuHIIEM. [laxke ManeHbKul JIto HsiHb, e11€ He MOHUMAIOIIUHM ITPOUCXOSIIET0, JTI0OUIT
IpucTaBaTh K HeMy. MiMnepartpuiia yacto xBanuia JIto KO3 3a ero mo6peiil Hpas, U TeIeps, CYOs 10
BCeMY, OHa Obl/la IIpaBa.

B 3ane YsHMUH BoLlapuiaach 3jI0Belas TUIIWHA. JI10 LIsgHb, CTOSBIINY B CTOPOHE, CMOTpe Ha JIio 03
¢ spocTbio. Takol ymoOHBIi cily4aii, a oH ero pa3pyumun! Jlto LIgHb cuenarn mar Buepén, cobupasich
IIOMJINTh Macja B OTOHb, HO BCIIOMHMJI HacTaBjieHue rocrnoxu Iy nepen ero npuxogoM: €Cliu KTO-TO
OymeT 3acTymnaThCsl 3a HaCJIeMHOT O MIpKHIla, HaOmogai 3a cuTyaluen. Eciu 06cToATeIbCTBa
U3MEHSTCS, Tebe ToxKe CleayeT BEICTYIUTh B €r0 3aluTy. BcmoMHUB 3T0, JIt0 LISHE OCTaHOBUIICS U
PELIu IPOOOJIKUTL HaOII0aaTh.

— Oreu. — HacnenHbli IPUHL TOKJIOHUICS:
— Oremn, 9T0 He 5 coenarn. [Ipouly Bac, pacCleayuTe 9TO.
'ueB Ha nue JI1o X3 OYyTUX, ¥ OH CIPOCHUITL:

— Iloyemy TOrHa IOOU U3 TBOETO ABOPLA OKa3anuch B [laBunboHe CroaHbu? [[BOpeEL HACIETHOTO
npuHia u [TaBunbon CioaHbY Aajieko APYT OT Apyra. Kak Tl 9T0 00BSCHUIID?

— 9T10... — JI1o CsIHb He 3HaJI, YTO OTBETUTH. [IBa MaJleHbKUX €BHYyXa, CTOSIBILIE Ha KOJIEHSX,
MerCTBUTEIbHO OBITIM U3 €r0 JBOPIIA.

JTio K09, Bupst, uto JIto CsIHb HE MOXKET OTBETHUTh, HAKOHEI] 3aTOBOPUII:

— Orer, s IOMHIO, IBa MeCsIla Ha3af IIEJ CUIIbHBIN MO0KIOb, 1 00KOBas 4acTh [BOpIla HACIEOHOTO
IIPUHIIA, JOJIT0e BpeMs ITyCTOBaBINasi, 00PyIInIach U3-3a BETXOCTH. Brl, y3HaB 00 3TOM, IIpUKa3aiu
OTPEMOHTHUPOBATH ABOpel. Ecu s He ommbaioch, 3TH [BOE, BEPOSITHO, ObIIM HAMPaB/IeHH TyAa B TO
BpEMSI.

JI10 CsHB, BCIIOMHUB, IIOCIEIIHO [00aBuI:
— Orerl, 9 BCIIOMHMJI, UMEHHO TaK U OBLIO.

JTio LisiHb Ooniblile He MOT CAEPKUBaThCSI. HecMOTps Ha CBOM T'HEB, OH BBICTYIIUJI BIIEPEN, OIYCTHUIICS
Ha KOJIEHH U CKa3aJl:



— Orer, Impoiuty Bac, paccnenyﬁTe 9TO U BOCCTAaHOBHUTE J106p06 HMA CTapIiero 6paTa.

OTIUYHO, OTTMYHO, OTIMYHO! — MBICJIEHHO BOCKIUKHYT JTt0 X9. CoxpaHsisi KaMEHHOE BEIPaKeHUe
JIF1Ia, OH ITPOU3HEC:

— B aTOM fenie MHOTO HESICHOCTEH, U ero Hy2KHO paccienoBath. C CErOMHSIIHETr0 AHS HaCJIeOHBIN
IIPUHII HEe TTIOKKUaeT CBOU ABOpel. Bce, MOXeTe UATH.

JTio CsiHb c 06nieryeHreM B3[OXHYI. Bce nmpucyTcTBylomue nokKuHyIu 3an YsuamuH. Jio LIsHb,
pa3apakEeHHBIN, YIIEN mepBLIM. JIto FO3 MeaieHHo MEN o 3aiy, KaK BOPYT HaClIemHBIN TPUHIT
IOOTHAaJ ero:

— Tpetuit 6part, MOMOKIH.

JTio KO3 00epHyICS ¥ TOYTUTENIHHO CIIPOCHIT:
— Crapumit 6paT, YTO-TO CIIYUYUIIOCH?
HacnenHrii IpUHL yIBIOHYICS:

— Cnacu60 3a TO, YTO 3aCTYIHICS 3a MEHS.

— Crapuru#t 6paT, He CTOUT IIPEyBeIUYUBaTh. I MPOCTO CKa3as TO, YTO HOJIKeH OblT cKa3aTh. U 5
BEPIO, YTO 3TO He TH caenan. — B rmasax JIo K03 ynTanach pemuMOCThb, ¥ OH TOBOPHUII MEAJIE€HHO 1
CIIOKOMHO.

HacrnenHbIM TPUHI] IOYYBCTBOBAJI TEIJIO B Cepflle U YIBIOHYICS:

— B OGnuxaiiiiee BpeMs s, BEPOSITHO, He CMOTY IIOKMHYTH IBopell. Korga OymeT BO3MOXKHOCTS, 5
X0TeJ1 OBl IPOTYIATHCS ¢ TOOOM 3a IIpefenaMu ABOpPIia, HanpuMep, B [loM reprora HOHa.

JIro ¥03 yneiOHYyICS:
— 4 obemaro crapueMy 6paTy, YTO KOrfa-HUOyab IPOTYIsSioCh C TOOOH.
— YKe m030HO, IOPa BO3BPAIIATECS B ITOKOU.

JIro F03 KMBHY ¥, OOKIABILINCH, IOKA HACJEOHBIN IIPUHI YHAET, oTIIpaBuiics B [IBoper YaHIH
BMECTE C IPUABOPHBEIMH.

— T'ocmogua Bau yxke npocHynca? — JIto KOs, Bolsg BO BHYTPEHHUE ITOKOU, cipocui OyayH.
OynyH KUBHYyIIA:
— locionuH Bait erié ciuT.

— Xopo1mo, MoxeTe uaTu. — JIto KO3 oTIyCcTun Cayr u TUXO BOIIEN B KOMHATY, CTapasich He
pa30youTh Bait LI3unbioans. OH MOJOLIEN K KPOBATH U YBUOET, YTO TOT, CBEPHYBIINUCE, CIIUT Y CaMOM
cTeHHl, 6yTO ero coH Obln 6eCTIOKOMHEIM. B3risiHyB Ha ocTaBiieecs cBoOOomHOe MecTo, JIto FO3
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK €My CTaJI0 TPYCTHO. DTO YYBCTBO OBIJIO HOBHIM [IJIs HETO, CJIOBHO Bait LI3uHBIOAHb
JKpJan ero Bo3Bpaiuenus. JIto KO3 GBICTPO CHSI OfeXAy U JIET Ha KpoBaTh. [I0BEPHYBIINUCH, OH
IIOCMOTpeIT Ha OnegHoe nuIo mepe co6oi. OH MOMBITANICS MPEOCTaBUTh, KaK Okl 3TO OBIIO, eciu OBl
OfHaXKMObI OH B3sJI Bait II3unbl0aHs B 2KeHbl. KakuM OB 9TO CTajo?



OH gOATO0 pPas3MBILIISTI, HO MPUXOOUIT TUIIL K XYAIINM BEIBOJaM. OTa MBIC/Ib [T0Ka3anach eMy
cMernHOM. OH XOTeJ He OOHOTO YeJI0BeKa, a BCio umnepuio. JIro O3 oTOpocun 3Ty upero u, TISAs Ha
Boaii LI3uHbI0aHs, HEOXKUIAaHHO HAKJIOHUJICS ¥ KOCHYJICSI er0 TOHKUX I'y0 TETKUM moresnyeM... JIio FO3
3amep. OH He mOHKMaJI, 3a4eM 3To caenas. OH... JIto K09, oxBaueHHBIN CMSATEHHEM, OBICTPO
OTBEPHYJICS, He XKeJasi 00Jbille CMOTPETh Ha Baii L[3unbioaH .

Baii LI3uHbI0aHb MEMJIEHHO OTKPHUI T'Jla3a U CJIeTKa cxkaJjl r'yOnl. Bcé mpou3oIio Tak ORICTPO, YTO OH
He ycreJl Hu4ero oco3HaTh. OH MOCMOTPe Ha gpoxkaimue mnaeun JIto K03, KOTOPEHIH, HOKHO OBITE,
coxKaJiesl 0 CBOEM IOCTyIKe. Baii [[3nHbI0aHL CHOBA 3aKpHIJI I'J1a3a U IMOTPY3UJICS B COH.

Ha cnepnywoiee yrpo OynyH u JISHBLIO XKOaNu y ABEPEX BHYTPEHHUX IIOKOEB. YCIIBIIIAB IIyM, OHI
BOILLJIU:

— Bame BricouecTBO, BBl IPOCHYJIUCH?

JTio KO3 KUBHYJI, IOJHSJCS U CJIerKa IOTSHY 11e0. HecMOTpsI Ha MOJIOIOCTD, B €T0 ABUXKEHUSIX
YyBCTBOBAJIaCh HEKAsI CTEIIEHHOCTE.

— [To3BoJIbTE TIOMOYH BaM OfieThCsa. — OymyH IPOTSHYa I0JIOTEHIe, KakK BAPYT JISHBINO
3acMesiach. OymyH cepauTo MOCMOTpENA Ha He€, U JISHBINO MOCIIEIIHO 3aM0oJTYana.

JTro KOs HaxMmypuncs:

— Yto cMmemHOro? Ckaxu.

JISHBIO, OIIyCTUB I'OJIOBY, CAEPXKUBAs CMeX, CKa3asa:
— Baiie BricouecTBO, BB IyCKa/IX CJIIOHU.

— Yt0? — JIto KO3 pedieKTOpPHO MPOBET PYKOH 110 Ir'y6aM U, TOYYBCTBOBAB BJIary, IOCIIEIIHO B35
nonioteHue y OyayH U BHTED JHIIO.

ABTOp X04eT CKa3aTh: Kaxk[bii pa3, Koraa s nuilly o Bau L[3unbioane u JIto KOs, Haxomsamuxcs
HaenuHe, MHe 0c0OeHHO xo4eTcst, 4ToOnl JIto KO3 B35 Bepx Hap Boait [[3unbloaHeM. A-a-a, g
OerCcTBUTENIbHO OeccTrimuulia!l Xa-xa-xa!l

Cnenute 3a 0OHOBJIEHUSIMU... 3aBTPa BEYEPOM YBUAUMCS, HEe IIPOMYCTUTE!
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