Bait [I3uHBI0aHB, Ka3aa0Ch, COIIEN C YMa, He IepecTaBast pa3MaxuBaTh OOIBIITNM MEYOM:
— Xoportro? [la T IPOCTO UCIOIb30BaI MEHS KakK IelKy!

JTro K09 He pemrancs 3amuiaThesi, 00sICh paHUTh Bali LI3uHBIOAHS:

— HOans, BricyIIat MeHs. f Torma OBLI ellle Majl ¥ He TIOHUMaJl HUYero B JTI00BU.

— Yyws! He onpaBabiBaucsi, EPXKUCH!

[TpumBOpHLIE YKe MOTEPSIIM Jap PedyH, HeJoyMeBas, YTO 3a CIEKTAKJIb PAa3birPHIBAIOT UMIIEPATOP U
uMIepaTtpuiia. C MoNIyoHs J0 Beuepa OHU He IIpeKpalllaiyd CBOIO IepenasKy, ¥ B KOHIIe KOHIIOB CIIyTH,
yCTaBIIIME OT 3TOTO 3PEJIuIlla, Pa30IIIUCh [0 CBOUM [IejiaM.

Boaii LI3uHBIOaHD, C pacTpenaHHEIMU BOJIOCAMU U TSKEJI0 IbIlla, epXKajl Med B PyKe:
— JIro FO9, momowigu ciofa, mayt MHe PyOaHyTh TeOs mapy pas.

JIro FOs ycmexHyncs:

— Hert yX, He mogouny.

Bait [I3uHBI0OAHD B THEBE OPOCUI Med Ha II0JT:

— He noporigems? Torga He AyMai, 4TO CMOXKeIlb MHOY KOMaHA0BaTh.

JTro K09 3abecmokounncs:

— JlagHo, mogouny.

Baii LI3uHBI0aHD XUTPO YIILIOHYIICS. ..

Korga 3axrimu orau, KOars6ao ybpas ocTaTKy yKUHA ¥, BO3BpAIasiCh U3 KyXHHU, 3aMeTHUJI, KaK
CTapiIas rocloxa ¢ ABYMs CIy’KaHKaMM HallpaBUIach Ha 3agHuil oBop. K0aHr0a0 HACTOPOKUIICS U
OvICcTpO TTocnenoBan 3a HuMu. CHavasla OH ITOAyMaJl, YTO TOCIIoXKa uaeT K rocrnoxe 1lao, HO, K eTro
YIOUBJIEHUIO, OHA BOIIIA B IOM MATYIIKU LISHB.

PazouapoBanusiii, KDanr0ao BepHYICS B BOCTOUHEBIN (IUTED.
— Moropno# rocriogus. ..

KOaun6ao Bomen B KOMHATY. Bait I[3uHbBI0aHb, 3aAyMYKUBO CUMS B Kpeciie, mepKasl B pyKe YalllKy 4as,
HO He TIOJHOCHUJI ee KO PTY. 3aKpHIB ABephb, K0aHb0a0o CHOBA ITO3BAI:

— Mornopo# rocrnogus. ..
Bait [I3uHBI0AHL OUHYJICS U YIALIOHYIICS:
— Yto cnyuyunocs?

FOanwv6a0 nro0un BumeTsh ynblOKy Baii LI3uHbi0aHs, U €ro yIIu I0KpacHeNIu. X0TS OH U OIIyCTUI
T'OJIOBY, CKPBITh €TI0 YKPaMJIUBhIH B35 ObIT0 HEBO3MOXKHO:

— M-Monomo# rocnoauH... KDaHp6ao TOIBKO YTO BUOEN, KaK TOCIIOXKa ITOIIa Ha 3alHUHM OBOP, HO OHAa
moua K MaTymke LIsSHb.



Boii LI3nHBI0OaHDb MOCTABUII YallIKy Ha CTOJI:

— MaTy'Il[Ka I_[EIHB BCerga BeEjla cebs BEICOKOMEDPHO, HO TEIIEPH, OTPAaBJIEHHAaA 3MEUHBIM S00M, OHAQ,
HaKOHEIl, YCIIOKOUTCH.

OH moBepHYJICA ¥ BHUMAaTEIbHO TocMOTpen Ha FOaub6ao0, ynrbasics:
— TuI moBOMIEH?

K0aHb0ao OTKPHRII POT, HO JIUIIIb Yepe3 MIHOBEHKE CMOT BHIMOJIBUTD:
— Kannbao HUKOTA He fiepxKaJl 371a Ha MaTyIKy LIsiHb.

Baii LI3uHBbI0aHb MSTKO YIIBIOHYJICS:

— Kannbao, ¢ Tex Mmop Kak s 0YHYJICS [TOCIe MafieHus: B BOY, Tl 3aMEeTHJI, KaK s U3MEHUJICS?
K0ann6a0 He perrancs OTBETUTD, 3aCTHIB Ha MECTE.

— Tl'oBopwu, He Oo¥ics.

YcnrimaB aTo, FOaub6a0 crierka KUBHYII:

— Mosnozoit rocnoouH OelCTBUTEIbHO U3MEHUIICS, HO...

Boaii LI3uHBIOaHD IPEPBAI €r0, yCMEXHYBIIUCH:

— MBI, MyKYMHBI, TOTKHBI OBITh CUJIbBHEIMU U BEJIMKOAYIIHLIME, He oOpalasi BHUMaHUS Ha MEJIOYH.
Ho mpyrue mogu KOBapHB ¥ MeIIAlOT HallleMy 1mokoo. CKaxy Tebe mMpsiMo: S He CTPEMITIOCh MCTUTh
3a Kaxayio o0umay, HO X049y OBITh CIIOCOOHBIM JTI00OMTh ¥ HeHaBUETh. Thl IIOHUMaehb?

FOannbao 3amymarcs, 3aTeM HeYBEPEHHO 3aKHUBaJl.

Baii LI3uHbI0aHb, YBUIEB €70 KMBOK, IIOUYBCTBOBAJI JIETKYIO IPyCTh. FO0aHb0a0 OBl HOOPHIM
YeJIOBeKOM, HUKOTTIa He MMEBIINM 3/IbIX HamepeHui. Ho u cam Baii 1I3uHBI0aHL PaHbIIe He OB
KecToKuM. OHAKO XKM3Hb HHOTA 3aCTaBISET UATH Ha KpallHUE MEePHL.

B KoMHaTe Bomapuaach TUIIKHA. Bl [3WHBI0AHb JONITO MOTYal, IPeXae Y4eM CIPOCHUTE:
— Kannbao, ckaxku, KakK THl [yMaelllb, KaK OTel] KO MHE OTHOCHUTCS?

C Tex 1op KaK OH OYHYJICA IIOCJIe MafeHus B Boay, Bait L[3uHbI0aHb HEe pa3 cTalKuBacs ¢ Bai
['oxyaeM ¥ Hayasl [I0l03peBaTh, YTO TOT 3HAET NpaBay. Eciu oH IelCTBUTEIBHO 3HAET, TOUEMY He
packphiBaeT ee? MoxkeT, 6outcs 3a MaTh U cynpyry Lly? Wnu... Yem Gosblile 0H gyMar, TeM 00Jiblie
6ecniokousicsi. Ecnu oH He CMOXKET yHACTIENOBATh TUTYJI, €ro cyab0a OymeT Xxyxe, 4eM B IIPOIIJION
JKU3HU.

— KOann6ao mymaer, 94TO rOCIIOAUH OTHOCUTCS K MOJIOMIOMY TOCIIOOUHY XOPOIIIO, — TUXO CKa3all
FOaunbao.

— Xoporio? — nepecnpocun Baii [I3uHBI0aHb.

KOaHb0ao KUBHYII:



— ITa, FOaub0ao Tak mymaer.
Boaii 13uHBI0aHb TPOMOJTYATT, 3aTEM B3TJISTHYI B OKHO. Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMs OH MIPOU3HEC:
— VXe 1o3aHO, Topa UATYH Ha 3afiHUM [BOP.

Ou BcTan, u K0aHp0ao nmocmeui 3a HUM. X03IUH U CTyra IMOKUHYIU BOCTOUHBIN (QIUresnsb U Mo
ITIOKPOBOM HOYM HAIlPaBUIKCh Ha 3a[HUN [BOP.

T'ocnoxka Llao, xoTs1 u ObIJTa BUHOBHA, BCe XK€ HaXOAUJIach Iof IpucMoTpoM Bait 'oxyasi. B manpHeM
yTJly 3alHEr0 [ABOpa OHa IIpUHSJIa JIeKapCTBO U yKe 3acHylna. [Tocie Toro Kkak CBeT morac, fBoe CIyT,
OXpaHSIBIIKME OBEPh, HAUasy LIenTaThCs. Balt LI3uHbBI0OaHb HOAT0 HAOII0OMal 3a HUMU U3 TeHH, IIpexe
yeM npuka3san K0aHb0ao OTBIIEYb UX.

KOanb6ao GBI HEBEICOKUM, HO OYEHb IIPOBOPHEIM. On GBICTpO IIpoMYajiCd MHUMO CIIyT, U T€
3aKpHUYaJin:

— Krto Tam?

OpuH 13 HUX, 00Jiee HU3KOPOCJTIBIY, CKa3al IpyTroMy:
— OcraBaiics 3[ecCh, 5 IOUAY IOCMOTPETD.

C atumu croBamu OH mobexan 3a FOaHbbao.

Boaii Li3unbioanb Obl pa3gpaxkeHd. Eciu 61 cefiuac 3mech Obi1 JIsH Y2K9Hb, Bce ObLIO OB IIPOIIIE.
TToka OH Pa3MBIIIISAI, KaK IOCTYIUTh, U3 TEHH BHE3AITHO BEICKOYKTIA GUTypa U MOTHUEHOCHO
nonbekana K JBePH rocroxu 11ao, OTIyInuB 0CTaBLIErocs Cayry. Bai I[3uHb0aHb 3aMep, HO, YBULEB
JIUII0 He3HAKOMI[a, TIOYYBCTBOBAJ 00IeTYeHue.

JIssH YK9Hb MOJT4Ya YCMEXHYJICS, CTOS B KOPUAOPE, 3aTeM yKa3al Ha KOMHATY ¥ OTTALIHII
OTJIYIIIEHHOTO CIIYTY B yTOJL.

Baii [I3uHbI0aHb OBICTPO TOHOLIET K IBEPH U, YOEAUBIINCH, YTO HUKTO HE BUOUT, BOIIEJ BHYTPb.

— K10 Tam? — I'ocnnoxa Llao nmpocHynach U, CeB, IKXPOKO pacKphlia Ijasa, Isasa Ha GUrypy B
OBepsX.

— He 6oiitecs, rocnoxa llao.
Baii LI3uHbI0aHb He coOuparscs 3axurath cBeT. OH MefJIeHHO TOAOIIeN K CTOJTy U Cell.
Ycneimas ero ronoc, rocrnoxa Llao y3Hasa ero u ¢ He[OyMeHUeM CIIPoCcua:

— YXe 03gHO0, MOJIOAOM rocrofauH. [Touemy B He OTHBIXaeTe B CBOeM KOMHaTe? Pa3Be BhHI He
fouTech, UTO rOCIOANH y3HaeT? Unu...

— Tl'ocoxka 1lao, He rapmaiiTe, — npepBai ee Bait LI3uHbBI0aHb TUX0. — ¢ mpuIes, 4ToOk 3aaTh BaM
HECKOJIbKO BOIIPOCOB.

Focmoxka Lao pripkHyNIa:

— YT0 MOIOM0¥ TOCIIOANH X04eT Y3HATh?



Baii LI3uHbI0aHb YIBIOHYICS:
— Xopotuo, Torga g 6yay mpsMOIMHEEH.
OH cpenan may3y, 3aTeM IIPOJOJIKUIL:

— l'ocnoxka 11ao, BEI XKMBETE B loMe yKe I1ecTh neT. OTel] cYuTaeT Bac 6JIM3KUM APYTOM, U HUKTO B
ooMe He MOXKET CPaBHUTLCS C BaMU B ero cepale. U B BalieM ceppiie, KpOMe 0TIla, HaBEPHOE, HUKOTO
Oosbire HeT... CKaXuTe, BH [IeHCTBUTEIBHO IIMUOH apcTBa CSIH?

F'ocnioxa Lao onycTusa ria3a. B TeMHOTe 0OHa He MOIJia BULETh OKPyXKalollye IIPegMeTH], HO ee
B3TJIsiA OB TPUKOBAH K OOHOM TOYKE:

— Ia, 1 DelCTBUTENbHO LINMKOH IfapcTBa CsiH, BHEIPEHHAas Clofa.

— T'ocioxa Llao, mouyeMy Bl Tak yBepeHH? HeyxKemnu Bbl CUATAETE BCEX OCTaIbHBIX JypakaMu? —
HaCMEIITUBO cripocun Baii LI3uHbI0aHb.

l'ocnioxa Llao yguBuiacs:
— YTo BHI MMeeTe B BULY?
Boii LI3uHBIOaHb B3OOXHYII:

— Orell, X0TS ¥ 3aHUMAET BLICOKHUH IIOCT, He UMeeT BOEHHOM BiIaCTH. Mou OsIM TaKKe HaXOOsITCs
0] ITPHCTAIbHEIM HabJlofeHreM uMIepaTopa. Kpome Toro, Most MaTh — CTapllas CeCTpa Cympyru
[y, mosToMy umnepaTop Hensz0exkHO OyaeT BHUMATEIbHO CIIeIUTh 3a HaMHU.

OH cnerka KalllJIAHYJI, 3aTE€M ITPOOOJI2KHAII:

— LapctBo CsH maBHO BpazxayeT C Halllel JIUHACTHEH, a MOSI TeTS yKe CTajla KeHOH mpuHIla UY9HS.
Heyxenu BB fiyMaeTe, YTO UMIIEPaTOp IapcTBa CsSH HACTOJIBKO IIYII, YTOOHI OTIIPABUTH IIMTHOHA B
IIOM YMHOBHKKA, KOTOPEIYM HE UMEET [OCTYIa K TOCylapCTBEHHKIM ceKpeTaM?

— 3T0...

T'ocrioxa Llao pacrepsnack. Mi3Ha4anbHO OHA CKasasa 3T0, YTOOHI CIIaCTU CBOETO OynyIiero pebeHka,
HO TeIepb, ITocyie aHanu3a Bai L[3uHbBI0AHS, B €€ CI0BaX IMOSIBUINCh OTPOMHEBIE pobeskl. OHa
Hajesyiach, YTO HUKTO OOJIbIIe HE 3aMETHUT 3TOTO.

Bsii LI3nHBI0aHb 3aMEeTHII ee 3aMellaTeNILCTBO U MOCIIeNINI CKa3aTh:

— T'ocioxka Llao, He BonmHyXTeCh. HacmeqHbIN IPUHL ceiyac HaXOOUTCSA B 3aTPYOHUTEIbHOM
TI0JIOXKEHUY, U aXKe eC/Id OH YBUIUT IIOMIBOX, OH HE CMOXKEeT CKa3aTh IIPaBAy.

l'ocnoxa Lao ucnyranace:
— YTO0 BHI XOTUTE CKa3aTh?
Baii LI3uHbI0aHb YIIEIOHYIICS:

— l'ocmmoxka L[ao, BBI, XOTb U MATKA4A 110 XaPAKTEPy, HE T'IIYIIHL. HaBepHoe, BEI YK€ TIOHSJIH, YTO 1 X049y
CKa3arTh.



— 4 He 3HaW0, — OPOZXKalllM I'OJIOCOM CKa3adJla I'OCIIOZKa Jao, He 3Had, OT CTpaXa WJIK THEeBa.

— 9X... — Boaii LI3unbioanb rioy0oko B3moxHYI. — ['ocmoxka Ilao, 3aueM BaM yIIOPHO CKPHIBATh IIPaBIy
1 oOMaHBIBaTh Cce0s?

OH 100U PYKy Ha CTOJI, IOCTYKUBas NaJibllaMHU 110 IJIafKOU [TI0BEPXHOCTHU:
— 41 morappIBarOCh O IpaBfe, ¥ YBEPEH, YTO OTElL...

OH He ycIiesn 3aKOHYUTH, Kak rocroxa Llao XosIoaHo mpepsaa ero:

— YTO0 BH XOTHUTE?

Boaii LI3vHBIOaHb TOMOTYal HEKOTOPOE BpeMS:

— T'ocmioxa Llao, BB Ie#iCTBOBAIY IO YKa3aHUIO HACIeOHOTO IPHHIlA, HO OH 6pocun Bac. U Bce 9TO
n3-3a pebeHKa B BalieM upese. 1 He omubawCch?

T'ocmozxka Ilao moHsIa, YTO ee CeKPeT PaCKPHIT, ¥ CKPHIBATh 00JIble HeBO3MOXKHO. Ho oHa Bce elre
Konebasack, He B CUJIaX CKa3aTh IMIPaBAy.

Baii LI3uHbI0aHb y2Ke 03KM[Iall, YTO Tocroxka [lao He cpa3y OTKPOeTCs, U C YIILIOKOM CKa3an:

— T'ocmioxka I1ao, ecnu BB He CKaxXKeTe MpaBay, Kak S CMOTY ITOMOYb BaM CITAaCTH Balllero pebeHKa?
Ero ynsiOKa cTana mmpe:

— B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, 3TO KPOBL 0TI, Mo OpaT. Kak g Mory He moMo4b?

— Yro...

T'ocnozxka Llao pe3ko mopHsiIa rojoBy, 60/bIlle He COXpaHss CIIOKOMCTBUS. Ee rma3a, Ka3anoch,
IIPOH3a/IU THMY, ITOJTHbEIE HaleKIbl:

— Brl roBopute npasny?
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