Boii ['oxyaii npoHUKCSA YyBCTBaMHU K FO3HSIHB, ¥ B IHU, MPOBEEHHLIE B 9TOM OOMeE, CTaJl UCKaTh
BO3MOXKHOCTH OBITh O/IM2Ke K Hel, y3HaB, 4YTO OHa Ho4yb OoraToro Kymiia [lao FOHs u3 cTonmuibl. MaTh
HOousHb Ob1a HamoxHuIen 1lao FOHS, 1 13-3a KO3HEH XKeHH ee OTIPABUIIA B 3TOT CTaPHIA IOM B
IIPUTOPOTIE.

Bau 'oxya¥l mo4yBCTBOBAJI XKAJIOCTh, U 3@ HECKOJIBKO AHEU MeXy HUMU BO3HUKJIa B3aUMHas
cummaTtus. Kaxabi Beuep, Korga HacTynana Houb, FO3HgIHE urpana Ha nuTtpe, a Bau ['oxyau cugen
pSAIOM, CIyllasi U HaclnaXaasch BUHOM. OOHAKO CYaCTIMBbIe JHU OBICTPO 3aKOHYMIIKCH, U, KOTTa
Oyps ytuxna, Bai ['oxyaro IpUIIIOCh IPOAOJIKUTE NyTh. [lepel 0The3M0M 0H o06elan rocrnoxe
[1ao, 4TO mocJie BO3BpAleHUs B CTOIHIY 00513aTe/IbHO KEHUTCS Ha HeH.

Yepes HECKONMBKO qHel Bait I'oxyait BepHYJICS B CTONHUIY, U, ITOCTIe TOTO KakK Mmo6rmaromapul
uMIIepaTopa, oTrnpasuics B moM Llao FOus. Ilao FOHB GBI BCETO JIMIND KYIIIIOM, B TEIepPh
BBICOKOTIOCTaBJIEHHBIM YMHOBHUK XOTEJl XKEHUTHCS Ha ero JOYepHu, YTO IIPUBEJio ero B Boctopr. OH
cornacuicst Ha Opak, u Bait ['oxyal cpa3y ke npuka3sai Ba# JIunio nmpuBectu rocrnoxy [lao KOsHSHD
B CBOM 10M, YTOOBI YTOJIUTh TOCKY IT0 HEH.

l'ocnoxka [{ao KOsHsHE OblIa CIIUIIKOM CIIOKOMHOM, U TI0CTIe 3aMy2KeCTBa OHa ITPAKTUYEeCKH He
BLIXO[IMJIA U3 MOMa, COOJIIomasi BCe IpaBuila IPUIMYKS ¥ He BMEIIMBasICh B fiefia Mupa. YTo OBl HU
IIPOMCXOAUJIO 3a IpefesiaMu foMa, rocrnoxa Llao HUKorga He 3afaBajia BOIIPOCOB, U Baii ['oxyan ctan
CUMUTATh ee CBOeW OM3KOM moupyroi. Kaxawii pa3, KOrga OH YyBCTBOBAJ Ce051 paCCTPOEHHEIM, OH
IIPUXOAUT K HEY U [AEeNIUJICI CBOUMU IepeXUBaHUSIMU.

Muorue rogsl Baut I'oxyau u rocroxa Lao FOsuaHE xXunu B rapMonuy, HO Baut ['oxyail HUKorga He
MOT TIPe[INOI0XKUTh, YTO rocroxka [lao Oblla IMMMOHKOM, TIOO0C/IaHHOM HacIegHbIM mpuHIieM. Kormga
Boaii ['oxyaii MOHSI CYTh efla, OH IIOYyBCTBOBAJI 00JIb B cepfilie — ero JII000Bb 0OKa3aslach HallpacHOM.
Korpa oH pasrapmai 3aMbICesI, OH He CMOT YAEepKaThCsA ¥ IIOCMOTPEI Ha rocrnoxy Llao.

l'ocnoxa Llao yyBCcTBOBala BUHY — OHA IIPEKpPaCHO 3Hasa, Kak Baii ['oXyail 0THOCUJICA K HEU BCe 3TU
TOOHI, HO TaK YK CJIOXKWJIACH 00CTOSITENIBCTBA, YTO BCE 3TO OBLJIO YCTPOEHO HAClIeNHHIM npruHLeM. OHa
Oblyla He3aKOHHOPOXKAeHHOU nouepkio [lao KOHS u He Moria cCOonpoTUBIATHCS. Bojee TOro, XK13Hb ee
MaTepu Oblla B pyKax HaCJIeQHOI0 IPUHIA, U y Hee He OBUIO BEIOODA.

T'ocnoxka L]ao HeXKHO Toraguia cjierka OKPYTIUBIINICS XKUBOT, B ee cepple OylieBaay THICIYU
SMOIMH, U OHa CTpafajia. Temephb OHa CTaja MemKou, KOTOPYI0 OPOCUNH, ¥ IPUUYUHOU TOMY OBLI
pebeHoK B ee yTpobe. BHauane, mocne 61u3octu ¢ Bait 'oxyaeM, oHa TailHO IpUHKUMalla JIeKapCTBa,
yToOB U30€eKaTh OepeMeHHOCTH. Ho co BpemeneM FO3HSIHE Bce 00JIbIlle TPUBS3bIBanach K Bai
[oxyaio, oHa UCKpeHHE IOTI00KIIa 9TOr0 MYKUKUHY, U, TI0CJIe TOITUX Pa3AyMUi, pelIusia pUCKHYTh.
Temephb OHa mONTy4YuIa 0KUOAEMBIN PE3yIbTaT.

T'ocnoxka LJao ykpagkoii mocMoTpesia Ha Bait ['oxyasi, u, yBumeB 60/1b U THEB Ha €To0 JIHIIE,
IIOYYyBCTBOBAJIa, KakK rjla3a HaIOJHUJIKCH Clie3aMHU, HO OHa cepkKasa cels, He IaB UM IIPOIUTHLCS.

— ThI el CTBUTEIBLHO He XOUYelllh Ha3BaTh TOTO, KTO Te0s momocian? — Hacaegubrd npuH JIo CSHb
SIBHO TIOTEPSI/I TePIIEHUE.

— Y0eiiTe MeHs, MHe HeUero cKasaTh, — MYK4YMHa 0CTaBaJICSd HEMPEKJIOHHBIM.
JIto Cs1HB 3710Belle YCMEXHYIICH:
— Xopot1i1o, pa3 TH TaKOM YIPSIMBIN, y MEHS €CTh CIIOCOOLI 3aCTaBUThL Te0S TOBOPUTb.

3aTeM OH CHOBa 0OpaTwics K Boaub MuHUXKYyaHY:



— ITompoOy# BEIICHUTH, KOMY IIPUHAMJIEKUT 9Ta OEKMa.
— He Hy)kHO, — BHe3aIHO 3aroBopuia rocrnoxa Llao, u Bce B3rIsAb YCTPEMUTIUCH Ha Hee.

T'ocnozxka LJao coGpasnack ¢ IyxoM, BCTajla C IIOMOIIbIO CITy>KaHKK ¥ MefJIEHHO TIOfOIIIa K
HACJIETHOMY IIPUHITY, OyCTUBIIKACH HA KOJIEHHU:

— HacrnepnHbli IpUHI, He HY2KHO pPacClefoBaTh, 9TO 5 Jajla eMy yKa3aHue.
JTio Csinb OBITT YOUBIIEH, HE 0XKuUAas, 4To rocroxka [fao cama mpru3HaeTcs.

— O? Pacckaxu, 3a4eM THl X0Tejla yOuTh MeHs? MoxeT, Tebst Toxke KTO-TOo Imomocyan? — Yneoka JIo
Csns Oblyia 37I0Bele, OH M3HAa4aIbHO XOTEJl UCIIOIb30BaTh 3Ty QUTYPY, YTOOH 3aCTaBUThL Bai
Toxyas moHATH cutyanuio. Ecnu Baii ['oxyalt oTKaxkeTcsl MOGYMHUTLCS, B foMe repuora KOxa Gorblire
He OymeT mokosi. Ho oOH HHMKaK He 0XKM[aJ, YTO rocrnoxa Ilao cama BRHIUOET BIEpen, YTO CUIILHO €T0
YOUBUIIO.

I'ocmoxa Lao yYXKe OBlyla TOTOBA K CMEPTH U HE 6osimack YI'po3 HaCJIeJHOT O IIPKXHIIA. Ona MeqIeHHO
IIOOHSTa I'OJIOBY B IIOCMOTpPEJIA Ha Bau FOXY&H, B ee TJla3ax OblJla HeXKHOCTB, a PYKH JIEZKaJIX Ha
2KMBOTE, IIOJIHBIE COZKaJICHHU.

— [Touemy TeI MOTuuIIL? — JIt0 CIHb TOPOIUIL.
l'ocnoxa LJao oTBesa B3I U XOJIOAHO CKa3aa:
— HacnenHsii IpuHI, Y3HaEIb JIX TH 3TO?

OHa gocTasa u3-3a Ia3yxu JePeBSIHHY0 Ta0MMUKY U MOJI0XKHUIA ee Ha JIafloHb. Korga Bce yBUIENH ee,
oHa JoOaBuia:

— Tenepb TBI NOJIZKEH IIOHATE.

— Tel... THI mmuoOHKa LapcTBa CaH? — JIto CsiHb 3aKuUIlesI OT THEBA, OH HUKAK He 0XKUJaJl, 4To Y
rocrnoxu Llao OymeT Takoi KO3BIPh, U TEIleph ero epBoHavasIbHEIM IJIaH 0Ka3ascs 6eCIIoIe3HBIM.

l'ocnioxa Llao ropmo mopHsisia rojioBy, He IOKa3kBasd cTpaxa:

— Bce packphiTo, s 00peyeHa, HO X04y IOMPOCUTE ¥ HACJIeOHOTO IIPUHIA OHON MHUJIOCTH, YTO
CKaXellb?

— YmMupatomuii He MOXeT IPOCUTh MunocTed, — JIto CsiHb OB B SIPOCTH, €MY XOTEJIOCh TYT XK€
yOUTDb 3Ty MEP3ABKY.

F'ocnoxa Llao ycmexHynachk:
— Ecnu HacnemHBIM IPUHIL COTTIACUTCS, 1 HA30BY MeCTa, I'le CKPLIBAIOTCS OCTAJIbHbBIE LIMTAOHHI.

OTH CcjI0Ba BBI3BAJIM IIIOK Y BCEX MMPUCYTCTBYIOIMIUX, ¥ O0JIbIIe BCeX yauBuics Bau ['oxyaii. Kak oH Mor
IIOAyMaTh, YTO TaKasd CIIOKOMHAas XKeHIMHA, KaK rocrnoxa Llao, okaxeTcs CBI3aHHOU C LIapCTBOM
Csan? Heyxemnu oH OB Tak CJien?

Hacnepmnabii MpUHIL 3HAI, YTO rocmoxa Ilao mkeTt, HO He MOT OCTaHOBUTH ee. [lepen BceMu OH
IOJIZKEH ObIT COXPaHSITh BUOUMOCTb HHTEPEeCca M CIIPOCHUIT:



— ThI gyMaellib, 4YTO MOXKEIIb TOPTOBaThHCSA CO MHOU?
l'ocnioxa Jao HEBO3MYTHMO OTBETUJIA:

— Hacnepnsslll IpuHI, 3a4eM MHe 004ThCA? 1 BCero NUIIL XKeHIMHA, HO He 6010Ch cMepTH. Eciu ThHI
He X0Yelllb 3HaTh, yOel MeHs.

— THI...

JTto CsiHb OBIJT HACTOJIBKO 30J1, YTO HEe MOT TOBOPHUTb.

— Hacnepueiv npuHL, — JIo LIgHb BHE3anHO MOOOIIEN U TUX0 CKa3all:
— OTO [IeJI0 Cepbe3HOoe, I CUUTAl0, UTO HYKHO JOJI0KUTh UMIIEPaTopy.

Xopota THI, JTto LIstHB, TH OCMENUIICS TONUTH IPOTUB MeHs. JIto CsiHb cepauTo mocMoTpes Ha JIto LisHs
¥ XOJIONHO CKa3al:

— XopoI1o, gaBanTe AON0KUM UMIIEPATOPY.
T'ocmoxka ITao TaitHO B30XHYJIa C 00IeT4YeHeM — OHa BPEMEHHO craciia pebeHka.

— IMpuBemute ee Bo gBoper, — JIto CsSHbL OTHAI MPHUKA3, U cepplie rocmoxu [Jao cHOBa 3amMepIIo.
Ecnu ee 0TBe3yT BO IBOPEI], OHA BPSI JTU CMOXKET COXpaHUTh pederka. ['ocrmoxa Ilao pemuma
PUCKHYTb.

— Aaa... MO XXUBOT...

T'ocmoxa ITao ymaa Ha IIOJ, KaTasiCh ¥ TalHO yHapsis ce6s 1Mo XKUBOTY. Yepe3 HECKOIBKO YOapoB OHa
IeiCTBUTEILHO TI0YYBCTBOBAIA OO,

— KpOBE... KPOBE...
Baii FO#KyH mepBo# yBUfeNla KPOBb, IPOCTYIUBIINYIO Ha 100Ke rocroxku Llao, 1 B maHKWKe 3aKpudara.
Bau 'oxyaii ucmyrasncs ¥ MOCIELINI BIIEPe:

— Hacnepgneiy IpuHIl, rocnoxa 11ao, X0Th U IBISETCA MOEX HaJTOXKHUIIEH, OHa BCe XKe IIMNOHKA
rapcTtBa CsH u 3acnyxuBaeT cMepTu. OfHAKO OHa 3HaeT MHOTOe€, U eCJIA ee ceildac yBe3yT BO
OBOpeEL], OHA MOXKeT He BRIKUTL. f Npefjiaraio 3akJII0OUnTh IpecTynHuuy Llao B qome, a mocie Ballero
BO3BpallleHKS BO [ABOPEL] JOI0KUTh UMIIEPATOPY U IPUHSATH PEIIeHUE.

Bau 'oxyail moHUMaJI, 4YTO HEe OOJI2KEH BMEIINBaThCs, HO HEe CMOT YAEPXKaThCS U PELIUTI 3aIlllUTUTh
rocnoxy Llao.

JTto CsAHB yCMeXHYIICA:
— T'epuor Bai, T OeMCTBUTEIBHO XOUEIb 3TOT0?
Baii ['oxyait mo6aBun:

— T'ocmmoxka 1lao melcTBUTENILHO MINIMOHKA, HO OHA TaKXKe MOS HaJIOXKHHUIIA, U 9TO JIeJIo KacaeTcs
MeHs. YToOH ToKa3aTh CBOI0 HEBUHOBHOCTD, IIPOIITY BaC HOJIOKUTH UMIIEPATOPY U IPOBECTU
paccrnenoBanue, 1 6yny odueHb 6aromapeH.



JIto CsiHb yBUAET, YTO HEeJI0 YKe PeIIeHo, U eMy HyKHO ObLJIO HallTH APYToM CIIoco0 pa3pemnTh
CUTyalXIo, I03TOMY OH COTJIACUJICS.

— BO3BpaH.IaeMCH BO OBOpeEI.

JIio CsiHb BCTAJ ¥ HalpaBUJICA K BEIXoAy, a JIto LIsiHb mocieqoBa 3a HUM, eT0 MBICIIH cTanu 6onee
M30IIPEHHEIMUA — €My HY2KHO OBIJTO KaK MOXKHO CKOpee BepPHYThCS BO IBOPEI] U COOOIIUTL CBOEH
MaTepH, YToOBl BMeCTe pa3paboTaTh IJIaH.

C oTbe300M HaClegHOro IpUHIla IePEMOHMS IPUHATHUSA B y4eHUKU Bay LI3uHbI0aHd 3aBepIIuiiach.
Cnyru oTHecnu rocrnoxy Llao Ha 3agHUM ABOP U OTIIPABUJIUCE 3a JieKapeM CsaHoM. ['0CcTu Takxke
Hayvaau NoKugaTh oM. JIto KO3 Ovl mocmegHUM, KTO VIIes, ¥ IIepef] OThe3I0M OH C JIETKOH YITbIOKOM
cka3a Bai 113uHbI0aHIO:

— CeropHSIIHAS lIePEMOHUS IPUHATHS B Y4€HUKU ObIIa TOMCTUHE YHUKAIHHOM.
Boaii LI3uHBI0OGHD C TOPEUYbI0 YCMEXHYJIICS:
— HeoxwupgauHo.

— IIpaBga? — JIto KO3 yneibHyncs. — oM repuora FOHa B Oefie, ¥ ThI, KaK CTapIIdil ChIH, JOIKEH
IIPEMJIOKUTL COBET CBOEMY OTIy?

Baii LI3uHbI0aHb YIBIOHYICS, HO HUYETO He CKa3all.
JTio KO3 mosyunn oTBeT U ¢ yiIeI0K0M cKa3an JIu YKosgHIo:
— YuuTtens JIu, Bo3BpalllaeMcs BO OBOPEL.

Bce ymnu, u nom repuora FOHa BepHYJICS K CBOeMy 0OBIYHOMY CIIOKOMCTBUIO. BCKOpe IpuOhII 1eKaph
CsaH, ocMmoTpen rocrnoxy Llao u cka3an Bau ['oxyato Bo BHEIIHEM 3aJie:

— V Hee yrpo3a BEIKU[IHIIIA, HO [IOCJIe TIpHeMa JIeKapCTB Bce OymeT B OpSAKe.
Boaui ['oxyaii coXpaHsI CIIOKOUCTBHE:
— PebeHok B mopsigke?

— Hwuyero cepresHoro.
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