— OTKpOM OKHO, KOTjia MONAEIID KyIaThCs, IPOBETPH HEMHOTO0 KOMHATY, — JIo YKuIll0o MOTSIHYT 3a
BOPOTHUK, EMY yKe CTaJl0 HEBEIHOCUMO HaXOOUTLCS B 9TOM KoMHaTe. 2Kapa Oblyia TepnuMou, HO
CTPaHHBIN, HEOIMCYEMBIi 3araxX BEI3LIBAJI Y HETO TOJIOBOKPYKEHHUE.

[Tocne Toro xak Jlo Yxkwuuro ymesn, Bau Jlaus octancs cTosiTh y KpoBatu JIo Bag, He 3Had, 4TO
CKa3aTh, WK NIPOCTO YIAaCTh Ha KOJIEHU U MIPOCUTH IpoieHus. OH 3aKycuin ryoy.

— He kycau, — Jlo B3y, nexaBimuy Ha KpOBaTH, 3aMETHUJI 9TO U JIETOHBKO yHaapuil Bau JlaHg 1o pyke.
— Emie 4uyTh-4yTh, ¥ OyaET KPOBB.

— lNocnoguH.

— JlapmHo, 51 3Hal0, TH He X04elllb, YToOH 51 exan B CeBepHyio Hb, — JIo Baii, pa3MbIisis BCE yTPO,
pellnsI, 4YTO MOHAJ IPUYUHY BYepallHero cpbiBa Bau JlaHsa. — TEl Ha MeHs 3/IUIIbCA?

Jlo Bait cBepHYJICS KalauyrKoOM Ha KPOBATH, OLIyIIas pe3kue 60/ B HUKHEHN JaCTH XKUBOTA, CJIOBHO
ero KMIIeYHUK OBl oBpexkaeH. Takas 60/b Obl/Ta eMy 3HaKOMa, HO CEeTOHsI OHa CHOBAa BEPHYJIACH,
3aCTaBJIsAsl €r0 HAIPSATaTh BCE CUIIBI, YTOOBI TEPIIETh. DTO TaKXKe OTBIEKAJIO ero OT Pa3MLIIINIEHUH O
CcTpaHHOM ToBeneHuu Bau Jlaus. OH Bcerna moBepsin Bait JIaHio ¥ PEIInI, 4YTO TOT JeMCTBUTEILHO
IepexnBaeT M3-3d €TI0 PeIlIeHUs OTIIPAaBUTLECA B CeBepHy}o HHB, CEpPOUTCHA Ha ero yrpsamMCTBO U HE
CITymIaeT moBOmOB. JIo Bait Goibllie He yriyOIsiyicss B 9TU MBICTU. BHe3aIHo OIIyTUB TEIIO B HUXKHEN
YacTH KHBOTA, OH IIOBEPHYJICS Ha 00K, 1 Bait JlaHb, CHOs Ha Kpalo KPOBATH, IOJTOKHUII €My Ha XKUBOT
JKapOBHIO.

— 910 noMoxkeT Tebe MOUyBCTBOBATh cebs nyyine, — cKa3as Bait JaHb, ero ria3a ObUIM KPaCHBIMHY.
— Te1 nnakan? — crpocun Jlo Bai.

— Hert, — otBeTtun Bait Jlans. — Korga s pa3xkurai yross, 301a [Iolaja MHE B ria3a.

Jlo Baut x0Ten 4To-TO CKa3aTh, HO BMECTO 3TOr0 TUXO 3aCTOHAJ ¥ CHOBA CBEPHYJICS.

Baii JTanb MATKO MaccupoBas kKuBOT JIo Basi, 4yBCTBYS, KaK TOT IIOCTEIIEHHO pacciabiisieTcs MmMof ero
pykamu. 3To HeMHOro obneryuno ero aymy. OH He cka3as Jlo Baio mpaBay, MOTOMY YTO OHa Oblsia
CITUIIIKOM TsKesa Ay Hero. Bce cuutanu TeHeBbix CTpaxel LIunvuHb IPI3HBIMU CO3NAHUSIMHU, U,
BO3MOXHO, OHM Oblu npaBel. Ho Bait Jlaunb He xoTen, uToOk! JIo Bait Toxke Tak myman o HEM. Kx
BCcTpeua B [TomecTbe LlunuHb He OBbI7Ia CaMBIM YHU3UTEJIBHEIM MOMEHTOM B €0 XXKu3HU. HacTosmuii
030D OBLT B TOM, KaK OH XKaxK[aJ TawHoro cHamoObs Llununb. Baii JlaHb Hagesicst, uTo JIo Bau
HUKOT[a He YBULOUT €r0 TaKUM.

Ha yTpenHem cobpaHuu umnepaTtop CUHBY NPUHST PellleHre OTIIPaBUTh Bolicka B CeBepHYIO fAHE.

Jlo Boaii mepenan co6CTBEHHOPYYHO HanucaHHoe nuchbMo CyHb JIu. Kak u JIyn CioaHb, OH OTIIPaBUI
mecTh TeHeBhIX CTpaxken U3 JIeKapCKOro moMecThs: Csiou, SKOOBI [IJIs 3aIIUTHl, HO Ha CAMOM [IeJie
niist cmexku. CyHb JIu [omkeH ObIT OTIIPaBUTHCS B CeBepHYIO Hb BMecTe C HUMH.

EnBa CyHb JIu yies, Kak B pe3uneHunio Jlo npuOw ykas uMmneparopa CuHBY, BeI3bIBatoImuii JIo Bas
BO OBOpeI.

— locroguH, THL celyac CMOXKEIh UATU? — CIIPocuil Bali JlaHb, YyBCTBYS ce0s OMyCTOLIEHHBIM U
TOTOBEIM YOUTH Ce0sl.

— CwMmory, — Jlo Baii, onupasick Ha pyky Ba#i Jlaus, mopHssca. Ero Horu OblIuM cnaOBIMU, U OH IIIEJI,



CJIOBHO II0 BaTe, a BHU3Y BCE ellle YyBCTBOBAJIACh 0OIb.
— IlaBaii 51 moHecy Te0s, — mpensioxkus Bai JlaHb, TOMHBEINA BUHBI U KaJIOCTH.

— CeropgHs Henb3s, — oTBeTus Jlo Baii. Ecnu mMnepaTop y3HaeT, 4TO OH faxe He MOXKET BRIUTU U3
IoMa, TO 0 Kakou moe3nke B CeBepHYIO AHb MOXKET UATH PEUDL?

— 9T0 BCE MOS BUHA, — CKa3an Bait JlaHb, KOTr[ia OHU CEeJH B Kapery.

— Jlanw, — Jlo Baii, nexa Ha MATKOM IIOAYIIKe B KapeTe, B34 Bau Jlans 3a pyky. — [laii MHe
HEMHOT'0 BpeMeHHU. Korfia s 3aKOHUYY BCE, UTO [OXKeH cenaTh, Mb yeneM. B Cioanbpuxoy. M Gornblize
HUKOTTIa He BepHEMCSI.

Boii JlaHb KUBHYN. ECcnu eMy cyXneHO ObITh PAIOM C 9TUM YeJIOBEKOM, OH IIOCNIeflyeT 3a HUM Kyfa
YTOIHO.

— Tax 4to He Oecnokorcs 060 MHe, — mpopmonkui Jlo Baii. — 4 He mo3Bosmio cebe monacTts B Oexy. U
THI TOXKe, JIaHb. CI0aHbYKOY — TBOSI POOUHA. ECIIM TaM XOpOIII0, MBI CMOXKEM TaM OCTAThCS 0 KOHIIA
HAIUX OHeH.

Baii JIaHb € TPyOOM yIBIOHYICS.

— locioguH, TH Befb JOJIXKEH 3aHATH MECTO KaHIpIepa. Kak Thl MOXKeIb IyMaTh O TOM, YTOOHI
IIPOXKUTH KU3Hb CO MHOU B CI0aHbUXKOY?

— Kro Tebe 3To ckazan? — Jlo Baii mepeBepHYJICS U JieT Ha KojeHu Boaii Jlans. — ['ocygapCcTBeHHbIE
nesna, Mup... Y MeHsI HET CTOJIbKO CHUJI, YTOOB 3a60TUTHCS 000 BCEM 3TOM.

— Torpa 4uTo TH OyHelns fenaTh B OyaymmeM? — crpocui Baii JlaHb, IpomoskKas MaCCUPOBaTh KUBOT
JIo Boas.

— Byny x®uts ¢ T060i, — orBeT1 Jlo Baii. — Tonbko MuI gBoe. KcTtaTy, JlaHb, TH X0Tenl OB UMETh
pebeHKa? — BAPYT CIIPOCHJI OH, TOBOPS 0 OyAyIIEM.

— HeTt, — otBetun Bait Jlagb. — MHe MOCTAaTOYHO OJHOTO TEO.

— Xopotio, Torpa 6yemM TOIbKO MHI iBoe, — cKa3ai Jlo Baii. — Halimem MecTo B Ci0aHbUXKOY U
IIOCEJIIMCS TaM.

Byt JlaHb C TOPEYbI0 OTBETHUIT:

— Cr0aHbUXKOYy — He caMoe JIydlliee MeCT0. OTO IOTPaHUYHBIM FOPO, ITeli3aKy He caMble KpaCUBEHIE,
TOJIBKO IIYCTHIHU U IIYCTHIHMU.

— Tam tuxo? — cupocun Jlo Baiu.

— He nomHI0, — oTtBeTun Baii JlaHb. — { MOMHIO TONIBKO, YTO [AOPOT, BEOYIIUX HAPYXKY, TaM HEMHOTO.
— 3HA4uT, 9TO U30JIMPOBAHHBIN TOPOT?

— HaBepnoe, — cka3an Baii Jlab. — U TH BCE ellle X04Yellb Tyga noexaThb?

— Ia, — otBeTun Jlo Ba#i. — 3T0 TBOS POQMHA, S HOMXKEH XOTs ObI BITIAHYTh Ha HEE. TBOSI MaTh Befb
TOXKe TI0XOpOHeHa TaM? f1 JOJIKeH cxkKeub AJI He€ HeMHOT0 OyMaKHbIX JeHeT.



— Xopotro, — TUX0 CcKa3an Bait JIaHb, omycTUB rojioBy. — Korga Thl 3aKOHYMIIL CBOH [ejia, MbI
noeneM B CI0aHbYKOY.

JIo Baii monoXkKu roioBy Ha KoneHu Bau JlaHg ¥ 3aKphI I'ia3a.

— Cnm, rocriogus, — TUXO0 cKalas Bai JlaHb. — f pa30yxy Te6s, Korga MbI IOAheNeM KO OBOPLY.
Jlo Bait TxX0 3acToHas u 0oJblle He TOBOPUII. BCKope OH HeNCTBUTEIBHO YCHYIIL.

— [Iun3el, — Boii JlaHb NIPUOTKPHUI 3aHAaBECKY KapeTHl U 103Ba LIUI3b], KOTOPHIM 1Ie/T BIepenu.
— Bpar Baii, — Llumze mopbekai K KapeTe.

— locnioguH ycHyn, — TUXO cKa3as Baii Jlans. — MouTe moMenieHHee.

LIu13sl KUBHYT U CHOBa 1obexkar Brepeq. Moty MenneHHee OBIZIO CAMBIM ITPOCTHIM [I€JIOM.

Boii JTaub 06Hs7 JIo Basi, omHOM PyKO¥ IIOIIPAaBUB €r0 pacTpemaBIIiecs: BOJIOCH. Ero B3rmsy He
OTpHBIBaJICS OT crsiero JIo Bas, u oH Kpemye npuxan ero K ce6e. Kak 661 OH X0Tes, 4TOOH 9Ta
KapeTa Be3Jia ux B CI0aHbYXKOY.

Kak ObI MejIeHHO HU exasa KapeTa JIo Bas, oHa Bcé paBHO go0pasach 0 BOPOT MIMIepaToOpCKOTo
IBOPIIA.

— l'ocnoguH, — MaJleHbKUM €BHYX, oxunaBmuy JIo Basg u crienuanbHO HpI/IFOTOBI/IBHII/Iﬁ [JIsd HEeTO
INaJIaHKWH, IIOKJIOHUJICSA U CKa3aJl:

— Ero BenuuecTBo CKa3all, 4YTO FOCIIOOMHY HYKEH CJIyra, ¥ pa3pelini roCIoauHy Baii BOUTH BO
IBODELL.

Jlo Bait mo6maromapui uMIepaTopa, yiasOHYBIIUCE Bait JaHo.
— Torpa no#imeM co MHOH, JIaHb.

Baii JIans nocnepnoBan 3a nanankuHoM Jlo Bag, Boiiga B iMmepaTopckuii gBopel]. 9To OB BTOPOI
pas, Koraa OH CTYIIUJI Ha TEPPUTOPUIO ABOPIAa. MeCcTo, KOTOpOe paHbllle Ka3aJI0Ch HEJOCATaeMbIM,
Telepb He Ka3asaoCch eMy pauckuM yronkoM. llar 3a marom cnenys 3a Jlo Baem, Baii Jlans men, He
oTBOfs ra3. CKoymbKO ObI HU OBITIO 30JI0THIX 3aJI0B U MMPEKPACHBIX Mei3axei, OH He BUeN uX. B ero
rna3ax Obl1 TonbKo JIo Baii.

Korma JIo Bau Bomen B 3aim YaHMUH, €ro I0X0OKa IIPUBIeK/ia BHUMaHAe UMIIepaTopa 1 ero ChiHa.
— Yro ¢ ToO0U? — crnpocun ummnepatop Cunby, Korga UYxkao @y momor Jlo Bato cecTs.

Jlo Bait 6e33a60THO OTBETHIT:

— Buepa 4 1710X0 clan ¥ MOTSAHYI CIUHY.

— THI ellle TaK MOJIOf, a y2Ke MOTSHYJ CIUHY? — uMnepaTtop CUHBY XOTeNl OTYUTATh €ro, HO, YBULEB,
yTo JIo Baii rOTOB ynacTe Ha KOJIEHU U IIPOCUTH IPOLIEeHNs, CAEePXKAJICA U CMATYUII TOH. — Boii, 5
pellnsI OTIIPaBUTh BOWCKa B CeBepHYIO AHb.

Jlo Boaii cHOBa IIOMHSIICS.



— Baire BenmuuecTBO MynIpHI.

— 4 npocrto Gecnokoioch 0 Tebe, — uMmneparop Cunby Benen JIo Bato cecTs 1, Korga TOT CHOBa
OIIYCTHUJICSA Ha CTYJI, IPOLOJIKHUIIL:

— KaxoBa BepOSITHOCTB, YTO Thl CMOXKEIITL BEPHYTHCS LIEJIBIM U HeBPEAUMEIM U3 apMuu CriMa
HunIa?

Jlo Baii yneIOHYTICA.
— 4 cpenato BCcé BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOBI COXpaHUTh ce0s. [ToxkanylicTa, He 6eCrokouTech 000 MHe.

HWwmnepatop CuHBY IIPOBETT BCIO HOYB, CUAA neper nopTpetoM JIo YKuI3uHs, U B KOHIIE KOHI[OB
PEeILIn, 4YTo TOCYOapCTBO BaxkHee Bcero. X0Ts oH 3Has, 4To JIo Bait MoxeT morubHyTh B CeBepHOU
fHb, OH BCE XKe PEelLIn II03BOJIUTh eMY PUCKHYTh.

Jlyu Croasns u Jlo Boaii octanuce psagoM ¢ umnepatopoM CuHBY, CHOBa Iisifd Ha KapTy CeBepHou fAHY,
Pa3I0XkKeHHYI0 Ha 0Ny, ¥ 00Cyxkpaas npeacTosulyo 6utBy. JIyH CroaHb Obl1 paccesiH. OH yXe BCé
obmyMmarn u 6onblile He XoTen gyMath. OH JIUIIb X0JIOAHO Habmronan, Kak uMinepatop CUHBY 1aCKOBO
pasroBapuBaeT c JIo BaeM, ThicA4y pa3 HanoMuHas U npenynpexpnas. JIys CroaHb HaXOOWUII 3TO
3abaBHBIM. Kakas pa3Hulla, KaK CUILHO OH JIIOOUT ero? B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, TOCYAapCTBO, OCTaBIEHHOE
IpeJKaMy, BaXXHee BCEro.
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