Hanoxuwunia JIu 4yTh He moTepsiia co3HaHKe. YTo 3agyMaiu UMIIepaTop ¥ uMiepaTpuna? Pa3se oHu
UCITO/IB3YIOT ee ChiHa, 4ToO0s! JIo Bali, mpocToi YMHOBHUK, MOT ITOTPEHHUPOBATHCS HepKaTh peOeHKa?
Kewm 6511 JIo Bait? Becero nuiitk pogcTBeHHUKOM uMIiepaTpulibl! Ee ChIH ObIT CHIHOM JpaKoHa!

Cxkasarts, 4To JIo Baii nepxan gecsaToro npuHIa, 6su10 O IpeyBenuueHreM. CKopee, OH ero C
TPYZIOM yAepkKuBaj Ha pykax. JIo Baii uyBcTBOBas ce0st HEYKIIIOXKe, U OeCITHIN IIPUHII, KOTOPOTO OH
IepxaJ, ToXe 4yBCTBOBaJ ceOs HeKoMGbOpTHO. Peaknus MiafieHIeB Bceraa caMasi mpsiMasi, U
[ecsTHIM NPUHI] 3alljlakajl, Hauas 0eCcopsamoYHO ABUTaTh PyYKaMU U HOXKKaMHU.

— Het! — YcnrimmaB may chiHa, HanoxkHUIA JIu feficTBoBasa ObicTpee, yeM myMaina. OHa BCKOYHUIIA
C I1e3JI0HTA.

Jlo Baii, mepKaBImii IecsATOro MpUHIla, 00epHYJICS K HanoxHutle JIu. He TOIbKO OH, HO ¥ BCe
IIPUCYTCTBYIOILLKE B 3ajie YCTPEMUJIU B3TJISObL Ha Hee.

Hanoxnwutia JIu B 3TOT MOMEHT He oOpalllaja Ha HuX BHUMaHus. OHa BUfIeNIa TOJIbKO CBOEr0 ChIHA B
pykax JIo Basi, ero maneHbKOe Teno 6ecropsiouHo OBUTAIOCh, @ pyku Jlo Bas, Ka3amocsk, He
BHIIEpKUBaIM Beca.

— Moii pebenok! — Hanoxuuta JIu, 60sich, 4To JIo B3l ypOHUT fAecaToro mpuHIila, *HCTUHKTUBHO
Opocunacs Blepef, BEIXBaTUIa CEIHA U3 €r0 PYK U Jaxe TonKHyna JIo Bas.

Bce mpou3orio Tak GEICTPO, YTO HUKTO B 3ajie He yCIeNn cpearupoBath. Korma Bce mputiu B cebs,
IecCsTHIY MPUHII yKe MJIaKal Ha PyKax Y HaloxXHuIE JIu, a JIo Ba# cTOsIT HA KOJIeHSX.

— ToI x0TeN ypoHUTH NpuHNa?! — HanoxHuna JIu, fepXxa Ha pyKax CBOero CblHa, HaKOHeI] CMOTJia
TIEPEBECTH [yX, U BCSA ee IpoCcTh o0pymunack Ha Jlo Basi. — Eciu 651 ¢ 4ECSTHIM IIPUHIIEM YTO-TO
CJIyYUIIOCH, TH OBl CMOT OTBETUTH 3a 3T0?! Ero BenuuecTBo Benen Tebe nepkKaTth €ro, a THl JOJIXKeH
ObL1 OBITH OCTOPOXKEeH! Kak TH MOT OBECTH IIPUHIIA 0 cie3?!

— IIpomy nmpouenus, 61aropogHas cynpyra, — JIo Bai MOKOPHO CKJIOHUTI TOJIOBY, TpU3HAaBasi BUHY.
Benp npuHI 3aniakan Ha ero pykax.

— Ecnu TH IPUYKHUI Bpe[ IPHHIY, YeM Thl COOMpPaENIbcs UCKYIIUTh CBOIO BUHY?! — Kpuyasa
HanoxHuIa JIu, obpamasice K JIo Baio.

— Heropgau! — MMnepatop CUHBY yAapuil 10 IOAJOKOTHUKY CBOETO TPOHA U BCTall.

— 41 moctouH cmepTH, — JIo Bait ymapucs n60M 0 IO C TAKOU CUIIOH, YTO Ha €ro JI0Y MOSBUIUCEH
cuHsKH. Bce B 3are, BKIo4as camoro Jlo Basi, momymanu, 4To ciioBa uMIiepatopa ObUIA agpecoBaHBI
eMy.

— Iloiimem co MHoOU B 3an YanMuH, — uMmnepatop CUHBY X0Tes ToMoub JIo Bato MOgHATHECS, HO eciu
OBl OH cHefas 9TO Ha rjla3aX y BCeX, 3TO ObIIO ObI CIUIIKOM OOJIBIIION MUJIOCThIO IJISI IPOCTOTO
YWHOBHHUKA.

— Baime BenmuuecTBo? — Jlo Baii, ¢ cuHsikamMu Ha 710y, IOHSJ TOJIOBY U C HEJOYMEeHUEM CMOTpPETT Ha
nMmnepaTtopa CHUHBY.

— Tlo#imeM, — cka3aj uMIepaTop. — THI BCe ellle He BCTaellb?

JIo Yxuu BCTasla, Kak TOJIbKO HajoxHULa JIu Havana pyrats JIo Bas. Ee BHe3anHas BCIBIILKA
3acTajia UMIepaTpHULly BPacIjioX.



— Bamre BenmnyectBo, — Jlo Yxuu, TobKO KOrfa uMIiepaTop nogoen K JIo Batw, BcnomMHUIIa, 4TO
HY2KHO 3aCTYIUATLCA 3a HEro.

— HiMmepaTtpuiia, oTHoxHY, — uMnepatop Cuaby, yBumes, 4To JIo Baii BcTan, o0epHYyICS K
uMIeparpune. — f yXoxy.

CkasaB 9T0, HMIIepaTop CI/IH"by BCTaJI, ¥ TPXU HAJIOZKHUIIBI, CUOEBIINE BHU3Y, TOXKE IIOOHAIUCE.

— Bo3pmu peGeHKa 1 Bo3Bpamancs, — uMmmnepatop CUHBY IIOCMOTPEIT Ha HalnoXHUIY JIu, ¥ B €ro
B3TJIsSIfIe YKe He OBII0 mpexkHel TennoTel. OH CHOBA CTaJl TEM XOJIONHBIM UMIIEPaTOPOM, KOTOPHIH He
TI0Ka3bIBajl CBOMX 3MOLUH.

Hanmoxuuia JIu HakoHeI moHsiia, 4To JIo Bait 6 TeM, Koro uMinepatop CUHBY ceidac 0CoOOEHHO
mo6un. To, uto Jlo Bait mepxkarn ee chiHa, ObI7I0 pUKa30M uMIepaTopa. Pyras Jlo Bas, oHa
(bakTHYeCcKu KpUTHKOBala caMoro ummneparopa. HamoxHura JIu XxoTena ynacTs Ha KOJIEHU U
IIPOCUTB NIPOLIeHUs, HO uMnepaTtop CUHBY yXKe yuern ¢ JIo BaeM.

— Cectpa JIu, — JIo Yxkuu, 4TO OBIIO PEOKOCTHIO, BEIpa3ua HeIOBOJIbCTBO. — Thl MOXKEIb VHTH.

Hanmoxuuna JIu, gep:ka Ha pyKax AeCSITOTO IPHUHIA, CTOsI/Ia B HEJIOBKOU 1M03e. TPy HaIOXKHUITH,
CHUJIeBIlIMe BHU3Y, BHYTPEHHE PafoBaluCh. ITa HAJIOXKHUIIA JI, BUAMMO, TOXe Oblna riiymna. Pogus
IIPHUHIA, OHA 3a0klIa O CBOEM MeCTe.

— CecTpsl, BH TOXKe MoXKeTe yiTu, — JIo Uxkuu Gosblile He CMOTpesia Ha HanoxHuily JIu. Temeps
IEeCSATHI IIPUHI] B €€ IJla3ax yKe He Ka3aJiCsd TaKUM MUJIBIM. — 4 X04y OTHOXHYTb.

— M&I OTKIaHUBaEMCS, — IIPUHITEI IIEPBEIMUA IIOKWHYJIX 3al.

Jlyn CrooaHb, yX0[s, IOCMOTpPEJI Ha HaJIOXKHULYY JIK. OTa XKeHIIWHa cerndac BhITJIsgena XKajko.
BcmoMHUB, KaK OHa Beja cels IIocje Toro, Kak ero MaTh IoTepsiiia 671aroCKII0OHHOCTh UMIIEPaTopa,
Jlyn CroaHb BHyTPEHHE YCMEXHYJICA. JTa KeHIMHa, POOUB ChIHA, BO3ropAauiack. [IycTs Teneps oHa
IIOKUBET TakK, KakK XXuja ero Math. 1 elre, 0Ha ocMesuiIach Tak nocTynuTs ¢ JIo BaeMm. JIyn Croans,
crenys 3a HacnegHbeIM npuHIieM JIyH FOeMm, nokunyn 3an OoHbH, AyMas, YTO 9Ta KeHIIWHa
OEUCTBUTEJIbHO 3aClIyKHUBAeT CMEPTH.

Korpma Bce YIIJIX, HAJIOZKHHUIIA JIu 3amnmakana, riagaos Ha JIo Yxkuu.

— CecTpa, 5 He XOTeJla Tak IMOCTYIaTh C TPETEUM TOCIIOAUHOM. 1 TPOCTO 6ECTIOKOUIACh 3a HeCTOTO
TIPUHIA ¥ He CMOTJIa CAepXKaThcs. [ToXKanyicTa, He CepAUCH Ha MEHS.

Jlo Ykuu, BCIIOMHUB, Kak JIo Bai yuren ¢ cuHsikamu Ha 10y, I04yBcTBOBana 001b B cepalle. Ecnu 6b
OHa 3HaJIa, YTO BCe Tak 00epHeTCs, 3aYeM OHa BooOIe mpeamoxumia Jlo Bato momepxaTth ChHA
HastoxHuLE JIn? KcraTty, celH HajmoXKHUIE JIu. JIo YXKKUHU TOJIBKO cedyac 0Co3Hasa, YTO 3TO OBIJI CHIH
HaJIOXKHUIIE JI¥, a He ee COOCTBEHHBIM PeOeHOK. BO3M0OXKHO, OHA CIIMIIKOM H0JIT0 Oblla
uMIepaTpuileii. Crbillla, Kak MPHUHIL Ha3bIBAIOT €€ MaTephio, OHA MOYTH 3abkblsia, 4To, KpoMe JIyH
st 1 ero O6paTheB, V BCEX OCTAIbHBIX OBITH CBOM POMHBEIE MATEPH.

— CecTpa, — HanoxuuMa JIu mo3Bana JIo Ykuu, 1 B ee T'0JI0Ce CIIbIIanach MOJb0a.

— Jlo Baii — yMHOBHUK, — cKa3asa JIo Yxkuu. — Ecnu TH BUAUIIE, YTO OH owIu0Ocs, moyemy Ovl Tebe
He yKa3aTh eMy Ha 3T0? 4 ycTana, a Thl TOJIbKO YTO POoOuia. Bo3pMu gecsToro mpuHIa U
Bo3Bpalancs B [IBopen LIuHbCI.



Hanoxnunia JIu moHsMa, YTO COBEPIINIIa TIYIIOCTh, HO, BUAS, Kak JIo YKuu cena u Havaja MUTh Yal,
MIOKJIOHUIIACh U, MOAAepKUBaeMasi CBOel HIHEH, BhIIJIa U3 3aJia.

— l'ocmoxka, — lllan Cu noporern K JIo Yxun.

— IIpoBeps, Kak TpeTuu rocruonut, — ckasana Jlo Yxuu. — OTHeCH eMy Ma3b J1s1 pacCaChlBaHUS
cuHgKOB. Ecnu eMmy 60/1pHO, 003aTe/IbHO IT030BU Bpayda.

— Cnymato, g cerdyac e oTipaBiiock, — [llan Cu OCTEIIHO OTBETUII U yKe COOUpaCs YXOOUTh.

— IMopgoxpmu, — JIo Ykuu CHOBa oCTaHOBUIIA €r0. — [IyCTh OH Iepeq TeM, Kak YUTH U3 [ABOpLia, CHOBa
3aifeT Ko MHe. { X04y yBULETEH €ro.

— [Tonumaro, — Illan Cu, MOTy4YuB IIpUKa3, yuel.

Jlo Ykum ocTanach CUIeTh OOHA, TOTPyKeHHas B CBOM MbIC/IH. JIo Baii cefiyac ObIJT COKPOBHUIIIEM
cembl Jlo. Jaxe crapiias HeBecTKa Oy Xya He roBOpHUJia C HUM CTPOro. M BOT cerogHs HaJIOXKHULA
JIu oTpyrana ero. JIo Ykuu 4yBCTBOBasa, YTO €€ CEPAIe CKUMaeTCs OT O0JIu.

— locnoxa, — warsa Cros nopouina K JIo Yxuu u Tuxo cka3ana. — Korga Ero BenuuectBo yxonu,
OH BeJjieNl TPeTbeMy T'OCIIOAMHY CEeCTh B MATKUY MalaHKuH. 4 Bumena, 4To Ero BenuyecTBo He
CepauTCs Ha TPEeThero roCrnofnHa. Y CIIOKOUTECE.

— 39t0 xopoito, — JIo Yxkuu noxnomnasna cebds mo rpyou. — Y Jlo Bast cmaboe 3mopoBee. A
IEeNCTBUTEILHO 00SI7IaCh, YTO C HUM YTO-TO CIIYYUTCS. ITA HAJIOXKHUIA JIM TPOCTO HEBEIHOCHMA.
PasBe Jlo Bait MOT ypOHUTH AecsiTOro mpuHIa? ITocMOTpuTE, Kak OHa Bena celst!

— T'ocioxa, — HaHA Ci05 Maccuposaa mneun Jlo Yxuu. — Hanoxuulla JIu TOJIBKO YTO poguiia
CBIHA IIPaKOHa, ¥ OHA, eCTECTBEHHO, BO3TOPAMIachk. Y Hee Telephb €CTh 0Iopa.

Jlo Yxuu Gornblile HUYETO He CKa3ala, HO HaHs Ci09, CTOSIBIIAS PSIOM, YBUIEA, YTO Ha JIUIIE ee
TOCIIOXKH, BCEIla CIIOKOMHOM ¥ YMUPOTBOPEHHOM, ITOSIBUIIACH 37I0CTh.

B 3ane Yaumus Jlo Bay, Bouas Beiien 3a uMnepaTopoM CUHBY, Cpaly XKe yIial Ha KOJIeHW U CKa3all:
— Barme BenuuecTBo, s ockop6un mpuHia. A moctouH cMmept. IIpoiny Haka3aTh MEHS.

— BcraBait, — umnepatop CUHBY Telephb MOT JTUYHO ToMoYb JIo Boto mogusThCs. CXBATUB €0 PYKY,
OH TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO OHA XOJIOOHAS, U HaxXMypuscs. — Tel 3amep3?

Jlo Baii mocmenrHo OTBeTHII:
— MHe He X0JIOIHO.

VimnepaTtop Cuaby ocMoTpen JIo Bas. OH GBI OeT 4OCTAaTOUHO TEII0, 3HAUUT, [IeJio ObLIO B €ero
cnaboMm 3m0poBke. [Tomymas 06 aToM, nMiepatop Cunby B341 pyKy Jlo Bas B cBou, oAy Ha Hee
HECKOJIbKO pa3 ¥ HaudaJl paCTupaTh, OOHOBPEMEHHO NpHKa3aB Yxkao Dy:

— IIpuHecH rpenky.

— Bamre BenmuuectBo? — JIo Bait OB MPOTHB TAaKOT'O0 BHUMaHUS CO CTOPOHEI UMIIepaTopa. Kpome Bai
JlaHa u ero oTia ¢ OpaToM, OH HeHaBU[eJl, KOTHa ero Tporanu. — Bamie BenuuecTso, MHe
OEeVCTBUTEILHO HUYEro He HyKHO, — JIo B3l He ocMenuBascs BEIPBaTh PYKY U3 PYK UMIIEpaTopa,
TOJIBKO IIPOAOJIKaI YBEPATh, YTO €My He XOJIONHO.



Yxao Oy GBICTPO IPUHEC I'PeiKy u mopan ee Jlo Bato. Ha meiicTBus uMIIepaTopa OH IIPednoyes He
oOpalaTh BHUMaHHUS.

Wmnepatop CuHBY HAaKOHEI OTIYCTUN PyKY JIo Bas, HO 3aTeM HOTPOHYJICS 10 €r0 CUHSKOB Ha JI0y U
TUXO CIIPOCHUIT:

— BonbHO?

Jlo Baii mokayar ronosoii. OH IeldCTBUTEILHO He IOHUMAJI, TI0YeMY UMIIepaTop Tak 3ab0TUTCS O
HeM. YTO CKPBIBAJIOCH 3@ 3TOM OeCIIpUYNHHON JOOPOTOM?
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