— Bame BenmuyectBo, — crapiuit eBHYX Yxkao Oy, COMPOBOKAABIIAY UMIIEPATOPA, UL METHKOM
B3TJISSHYB Ha CTapyIo CIIyXKaHKY, 00paTuics K ummnepatopy CUHBY:

— JT0 cTapas CclyKaHKa U3 CBUTHI 0/1aropogHoi cympyru Jio.

B 3TOT MOMEHT CTapad CIIyKdHKa JpPOXKaJlla BCeM TEeJIOM, KadK JIMCT Had BETPY, X Ka3aJIOCk, BOT-BOT
ImoTepdeT CO3HaHue.

— YTo B 3To¥ Kop3uHe? — JIo Baii ykasan Ha 6aMOyKOBYI0 KOP3UHY PAOOM CO CITy>KaHKOU. —
Heyxenu oHa cobupanach BEIKankiBaTh 6aMOyKOBEIE TOOETH?

WMnepaTtop CHHBY MOJTYA YKa3all PyKOH.

OpuH 13 CTPaXKHUKOB IIOJOIIEN K KOP3UHEe U, OTKPHIB YEPHHIN IIENTKOBEINM CBEPTOK BHYTPH,
OTIIATHYJICS B yXKace.

[Tpu cBeTe GoHapeil Bce MPUCYTCTBYIOUINE YBUAEIH, YTO B Pa3BEPHYTOM YEPHOM LIEJIKE JIeXKaJl
MEDPTBBIH IIJTOI.

Jlo Baii BCKpUKHYJI, 3aTEM NIPUKPEHLI POT PYKOU, CMOTPS Ha UMIlepaTopa C IaHUKOU B I1a3ax.

— He 6oiicsi, — umneparop Cunby, pemus, 4to JIo Baii ucnyrarsncs, oOHSI ero ¥ mpruKasan
CTPaXXHUKAM:

— BuI mpoBoguTe TPETHETO KHSI351 00paTHO B 3an YaHMUH.
— B-Bamre BenngectBo? — romnoc JIo Basg gpoxann.

— He 0oiicsi, BCE B mopsioKe, — JIUII0 ©MIIepaTopa ObIJI0 MPAYHBEIM, HO OH MSATKO ycloKauBan JIo Baii.
— Baii, unu 06paTHO U KAKM MEHS, XOPOoII0? Byab MOCTyLUTHEIM.

Jlo Baii yuién nog oxpaHOW CTPakKHUKOB.

Tonbko Torga uMnepatop CUHBY ITIOBEPHYJICS K CTapoil CIIy>KaHKe, JieXKalllel Ha 3eMJIe.
Yxkao Oy TPOMKO CIIPOCUII CITYXKAaHKY:

— YTO0 30€eCh MPOUCXOOUT?

Ho crapas ciyxkaHKa He MOTJIa TOBOPUTD, TaK KaK CTPAXKHUKH, O1acasiCh, YTO OHA MOIBITAETCS
TIOKOHYHUTD C COOO0M, 3aTKHYJIU €f POT TKAHBIO.

— OTtBenuTe e€ o0paTHO, — IMpuKa3an ummnepatop CuHby, 3aTeM 000aBUII:
— OTO He [OJIXKHO BRIATH 3a IIPEeHeIkl IBOpIia.
— Bam cnyra nosunyetcs, — YkKao Oy MOKJIOHUIICS.

B Ty HOub JIo Boii He Bupen umnepartopa Curby. OH 3HaJI, 4YTO UMIIEPATOP, BEPOSITHO, TMYHO
[oIpalliBa CTapylo CNykaHKy u3 3aja JUH B TeMHuIle 3ana YauMuH. Ecimu oH He omubarncs, 3Ta
CIyXKaHKa JoJIKHa Oblsla BePHYTHCS B 3al JUH U COOOIIUTH HanoxHuIle JIio, 9To BCE caenaHo. YTo
KacaeTCs IPUYKHEI, 10 KOTOPOX OHA OTCYTCTBOBajla BCI0O HOYb, CIIyXKaHKa, BePOSATHO, HaIllyla Okl
IpeqJior, CKa3as, YTO CIIbIIIAJA JTIofel 3a 6aMOYKOBOM POIIEH ¥ MO3TOMY IIPSTanach BCIO HOYb.
VimmepaTop CHHBY XOTeJ IIOCMOTPETh, KaK HaJloXHUIA JI10 pa3srpaeT 3Ty CleHy. ITO OB OUYeHb



TEPIETUBLIA UMIIEPATOD, TIO3TOMY OH He CTaJjl Obl Cpa3y XKe IPUXOOUTH B IPOCTh, @ BMECTO 3TOT'0
pemm HabIoaaTh 3a OUePeNHBIM IIPOSIBIEHUEM TPSI3U B TIyOMHaX ABOPIIA.

Ha cnenytomee yrpo umnepaTop CHHBY MPUILEN B KOMHATY, Tae oTAkxasn Jlo Bai, 1, ceB y KpoBaTH,
CIIPOCHIT:

— MHe cKa3sanu, 4To Thl He CIaJjl BCI0O HOYb?

Jlo Baii BHITNIgAen Tak, Oy[ATO XOTEJ CIPOCUTH YTO-TO, HO He pellancs.
HWmnepaTtop CuHby B3[OXHYT U TUXO0 cKalain Jlo Bato:

— Baii, 3a0yab 0 TOM, YTO ThHI BUJIEJ IIPOIIJION HOYbIO.

JIo Bau TyT XKe KUBHYII.

— Boit, — umneparop o6Hs1 JIo Bass, — 3T0 He uMeeT K Tebe oTHoeHus. Ha camoM fene, BCE, YTO
IIPOMCXONUT BO BHYTpEHHEM [BOpLie, He UMeeT K Tebe oTHOIeHUs. [ToaToMy B OymylieM, HaX0IsICh
PSIOM CO MHOY, He BMeIINBalcs B fenna BHyTpeHHEro gBopua, IOHA?

JIo B3l MOKOPHO OTBETHUII:

— Bam cnyra nosuHyeTcs. Bupens, kpome 3aia YaHMUH, 1 HUKy[a HE MIOUAY.

— Trl ucnyrancsa? — uMmmepatop Kpemnde o6Hsn JIo Basg. — Baii, s mokaxy Tebe.

— Yto mokaxete? — cupocuin Jlo Bau.

HWMnepatop OTBETUI:

— 4 nokaxy Tebe BCe YpOACTBa 3TOTO MHUpa.

JIo Baii IpOCTHO 3aMOTaJl r'OJI0BOM.

Ho uMmnepatop cka3zai:

— Boii, TBO¥ OTEI] CIUIIKOM CUIBHO TeOsI 00eperas, Ho Thl BCE PaBHO [OIXKEH BLIPACTH.

[Tpominioi HOYBIO, JOTPAIIMBasi CTAPYIO CIyXKaHKY U3 3aia JuH, uMmnepatop CHHBY 4yTh HE YMep OT
SIPOCTH, HO OH He OblT 0COOeHHO yIUBIIEH. 3a TOOBI ITPABJIEHUS OH BU[IEJI BCEBO3MOXKHEIE UHTPUTH U
3aroBopksl. Ho Korga 3710 4eaoBeYeCcKO IPHUPOAEI CHOBA IIPEICTAJIO IIepPe ero ria3aMy, UMIepPaTop
BOPYT IOHSJI, YTO OH HE CMOXKET BeYHO 3alllAIIaTh CBOETO ChiHa C YKHUILBKUHD. JI0 YXKUITIO TOXKE He
cMoxkeT. JIo Baii JomKeH Hay4YUThCS 3aIUIIaTh ce6s1. YKUIBUHD X0Tesa, YTOOb OHU C CHIHOM
HUKOTTIa He IPU3HaBaIUCh OPYT Opyry. [la, BHyTpeHHuU OBOpEl — 3TO KpoBaBas 00MHs. 3aueM el
OBLIO TOTPYKAaTh CHIHA B 9TO, 00peKast ero Ha BeyHble cTpaganusi? «Ho, YKUIBUHE, — MBICIIEHHO
oOpaTuscs UMIIepaTop K CBoel yieniiei Bo3a061eHHOM, — B3l BCE paBHO [OIXKeH BeIpacTu. Ecnu
OH He 3HAeT YPOJ[CTB 3TOT0 MUPa, KaK OH CMOXKEeT BbIXKUTL? Pa3Be pe3ugeHNIUs JIeBOr0 MUHUCTPA
HaXOOUTCS BHE 30HBI KOHMIUKTOB?»

B tot nens lllan Cu npuHéc Jlo Baii ce30HHbBIE GPYKTEL, TofapeHHble JIo YKuM, ¥ IPUIIEN B 3a
YauMuH, 4TOOL YBUAETHCS C HAM.

— Kak noxuBaet rocnoxa? — Jlo Baii monynexarn B Kpecje-Kadalke y JIYHHOTO OKHa B CBOEH
CIIasibHE.



— locnioxka B mopsinke, — otBeTtun lllan Cu, 3aTeM nomoien 6muxe K JIo Bato ¥ TMx0 ckasan:
— TpeTtuit KHSI3b, Hy2KHO JIU COOOIIUTEL 00 3TOM rOCIoxe?

— He pmenaut uuyero, — Jlo Baii cMOTpen B OKHO ¥ TUXO CKa3a:

— IIpocTo Habmomai CoO CTOPOHHI.

[ITan Cu c 6eCrIOKOMCTBOM Ha JIHIle CKa3all:

— Ho rocnoxa cobupaetcst MoceTUTh HamoxKHuIry JIio B 3ane JuH.

Jlo Baut ycmexHycs:

— Hwudero cTpamHoro, TETS He yMeeT urpaTth. EC/TM paccKa3ath eif mpaBy, CIIEKTAKIb OyoeT
MCIIOPYEH.

— Tpertuii KHA3B?

— He Bonnyiicsi, — Jlo Baii B3 B pyKu 3eNE€HBIN QPYKT, UTpas ¢ HUM. — YeM cnabee XKeHIIUHA, TEM
0oIbllle y MYKUMHEI XKeJTaHus 3alluilaTh €€, He Tak nmu? He Ooiics.

— [Ia, Bam cnyra noHsn, — Illan Cu npepnosnoxuni, 4To Jlo Bait yxke BCE yCTpOuI.

— Wpu, mobnarogapu rocnoxy 3a nogapok, — JIo Baii mocMoTpes Ha Ty4Yu Ha TOPU30HTE U CKa3all:
— CKOpO MOUAET MOXKMOb.

Bcé nmpousonno Tak xe, Kak U B IPOIIJION XXKU3HU.

Tpu mHS cnycTd UMIepaTpulla IoCeTHIa HanoxXHuLy JIio, KoTopas Oblna IIaBHOW HaJIOKHUIEN
BHyTpeHHero aBopiia. B oNHOYE I1aBHbIM eBHYX 3ana JuH npulsil B 3an YaHMUH U COOOIINII, YTO
HasnoxHuta JIto norepsna pebéuka. MmmnepaTop CUHBY OTIPABUIICS B 3ajl JUH U BEPHYJICS B 3al
YanMuH Ha paccBeTe C Mpa4yHEIM JIUIOM. BCKOpe BO OBOPLIE PACIPOCTPAHUIIUCH CITyXH, YTO
yMIlepaTpulia noceTula HajnoxHuuy JIio, mogapusia ey Jalky jJeKapcTsa A1 COXpaHeHUs
O6epeMeHHOCTH, ¥ HaJTOXKHUIIA JI10, BEITUB JIEKAPCTBO, OTepsisia pefEHKa TO! Ke HOYBIO.

— Bame BenuuectBo! — JIo Bai BHITNISIgEN Tak, OYOTO XOTEN 3alIUTUTh UMIIEPATPHUILY.
— He Topomnucs, — umnepatop CuHBY COXpaHSJ CIIOKOUCTBUE, yCIloKauBas JIo Bau:
— Y MeHs BCE o[l KOHTPOJIEM, ITPOCTO HAOIIOmak CO CTOPOHEL.

HMnepatpulia XoTena BCTPETUTHCA ¢ ©MIepaTopoM CHHBY, HO OH OTKa3ascsd. JIo YKuM Toxe X0Tel
BCTPETUTHCSA C UMIIEPATOPOM, HO OH TOXKe OTKa3asl. B pe3dynbraTe Cayxu 0 TOM, 4YTO UMIIepaTpula
BHMHOBATa B II0Tepe peOEHKa HaT0KHHUIIL JI10, paCIpOCTPAHUIINUChH €€ CUJIbHEE.

[IBa mHS CIyCTS BOOBCTBYIOIAs MIepaTpulia npubsuia B 3an ®9HbY U IPSIMO OTTyHa U3bsjia
3alpelleHHbBIY IpeIMeT — InadpaH.

Korga umnepatop Cunby npuséen JIo Baii B 3an AHBHSIHD K BIOBCTBYIOIIEN UMIIepaTPulle, TOYTH BCe
HaJIOXKHULIE BHYTpeHHEro ABOpIia yKe coOpaucCh.

BroBcTByIomIas UMIepaTpulia Cuiesa Ha IIeHTpaJbHOM TPOHE C THEBHHIM BhIpaXkKeHHUEM JIUIIA, a



TOJIBKO YTO MOTEepsiBlIasi peOEHKa HamoxkHua JIto cupmena ciupasa oT Heé, ¢ JIyH CioaHeM pPSIOM.
HMnepaTpuila ke CTos/Ia Ha KOJIeHSX Y HOT BIOBCTBYIOIIEH MMIIePaTPUIILI, TOPHKO IIIaYa.

Jlo Bait coemas BUfI, YTO XO4YeT IOJOUTH U IIOMOYb, HO uMnepaTop CUHBY OCTAHOBHUII €T0.
BmoBcTBylomas uMmnepartpuiia, ypuaes Jlo Basi, Beirnsigena emié 60mee HeJOBOIbHOM:

— Baime BenmuuecTBo, 3a4eM ThHI IIPUBETI €T0 CIofla? — OHa yKa3asa Ha JIo Basi, obpamasich K
nMmnepaTopy CUHBY.

— Bam cnyra npuBeTCTBYET BLOBCTBYIOIIYIO nMnepaTpuly, — Jlo Bay mokmoHuUmC.
BpoBscTByOmasa nMepaTpuiia faxe He B3T/ISHYJa Ha HETO, TOJIBKO (EIPKHYIIA.

Jlo Baii BHITTISIOEN CMYILLIEHHBIM, HE 3HasI, TO JIM BCTaTh Ha KOJIEHHU, TO JIX OCTATbCS CTOSITh.
— Jlo Ba#i, — nnpousnéc umnepatop CUHBY:

— Ilopoviou KO MHe.

JIya CioaHb B 3TOT MOMEHT II0OYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO YTO-TO HE TaK.

— Yro npoucxogut? — uMinepaTtop CUHBY Ces ceBa OT BOOBCTBYIOILIEN UMIIEPATPULILL U CIIPOCHII.
BpoBscTByOIasa uMepaTpuiia ckasana:

— Pe6GEHOK HaMoXKHHUIIL JI10 BHE3aITHO YMep, pa3Be g He JOoJIKHa 3TO PacCiiefloBaTh?
HWwmnepatop CUHBY CIPOCUIT:

— W gT0 BRIACHUJIA MATYyILIKa?

BroscTByOIas uMIiepaTpulia ckasana:

— Cmpocu CBOI0 UMIIEPATPUIy, CIIPOCH €€, ToYeMy B e€ gBopiie Ob madpaH!

— Marymmka, — mavyinas uMIepaTpuiia ckasana:

— 4 He 3HaW.

BpoBcTByOmasa uMeparpuila ckasana:

— TrI He 3HaeIlIb, YTO HAXOAUTCS B TBOEM COOCTBeHHOM [BOpIie? Tl AyMaellb, YTO S NeHCTBUTEIbHO
COCTapHUJIach, ¥ MOM Pa3yM CTasl CJ1abbIM, ¥ THl MOXKEIIh MEHS 00MaHyTh?!

— Martymka! — umnepaTpuiia Obljla B yKace U IjakKalia, He B CUJIaX TOBOPUTH.
Hanoxuuna JIto B 9TOT MOMEHT CJ1abBIM I'0JI0COM IIPOM3HECIA:

— MaryImka, 3T0, OOJIXKHO OBITh, He UMEEeT OTHOIIEHUS K CECTPE, He BUHUTE €€.
BpoBscTByOIasa nMnepaTpulia NocMoTpesia Ha HaJloKHUIY JII0 ¢ cocTpagaHueM:

— T geiicTBUTENBHO Tiyna? OHa MPOCTO MOIb3yeTCs TBoel Ko6poToii!



— Marty1ka, — HajoXKHuUIA JI10 TOXKe BCTajla Ha KOJIeHW, — He TIOPTUTE CBOE 3MOPOBhE M3-3a THEBQ,
s BEpIO, UTO 9TO He OBIIO CAeIaHO CeCTPOM, CecTpa He MpUUKMHUIIA OBl MHE Bpefa, MaTyIlKa! —
HaJI0XKHuUIIa JI10 3amiakaa, CI€3bl KaTUJIACh TI0 €€ JIUIY, BEI3BIBASI XKAJIOCTh.

— CioaHb, TOYEMY THl He IIOMOTaelllb CBOe! MaTepH BCTaTh? — BIOBCTBYIOIIAs UMIIEpaTpUIla YyTh He
BCTaJla caMma, YTOOBI TOMOYb HajloXkHUIle JIio, 1 cka3asna crosiueMy JIyH CioaHio:

— Eé teno ceftuac cnuimkoM ciiabo, 4ToOBl CTOATh Ha KOJIeHaX!
— Marymika, — HajoXHu1a JI10 0TKa3aaach BCTaBaTh, YMOJISS BOOBCTBYIONIYIO HMIIEPATPHUILY:
— TToxany#cTa, MPOCTUTE UMIIEPATPHUILY, HHaUe ST YMPY 37eCh Ha KOJeHsX!

— Toi rymas! — BOOBCTBYIOLIAS HMIlIepaTpHUlia BRITIsAEeNa T7Ty00K0 OrTOpUYEHHOM, — [TlouyeMy TH He
MOKEeIllb ITOHATH!

Hanoxxuauna JIxo mniaakana:

— 4 v uMmepaTpulia Bcerga OBIIM KaK CECTPHI, T HUKOTa He TI0BEPIO, YTO OHA NPHUYMHNIIA MHE BpPef.
Mary1ika, 3TO S HeC4aCTHA, 9TO s BUHOBATa B CMEPTU MaJIeHbKOTO IpuHIla! MaTyIka, 3TO He UMeeT
OTHOIIIEHUS K cecTpe!
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