Crouno JIto {1 mpor3HeCTH 3TH CJIOBA, KaK OHa Cpa3y IOHSJA, YTO CHOBA CoBepiIuia omuOKy. OHa He
MOTJIa He 3aMEeTUTh, KaK JIULO €€ My>Ka MIHOBEHHO IIOTEMHEJIO, HO, CTOJIKHYBIIUCSH C LI351H
Mb3HnuHEeM, OHa IIPOCTO He MOTJIa COXPaHATh CIIOKOWCTBHE.

He roBops yze 0 IICUXO0JIOTMYECKOM TpaBMe, KOTOPYIO OH e OCTaBHJI, HO faxke TOT GaKT, YTO OH B
OIMHOYECTBE IIpHexal B TopofoK R B kaHyH HoBoro ropma, He MOT He BBI3BATh Y HEE I'Iy00KOT0
0eCIIOKOHUCTBa.

KaxkoBa Onina ero mens? YTo OH TOBOPHUII pomuTesisaM LI3sH mo eé nmpuesnga? Brelio 11 CBI3aHO C HUM
TO, UTO OHa eIlé He yCIlesla BOMTH B IOM, KaK yxKe moyy4una 0e3:kal0CTHBIN OTIIOp?

Ecnu 3TO meicTBUTENBHO TaK...
B rrazax JTio f MeNnbKHYI XOJIOIHBIH G1€CK.

Ecnu 3T0 JelCTBUTENIBHO TaK, TO 9TO KOCBEHHO CBHIETEIbCTBOBAJIO O TOM, UTO BIHsHUE 1I35H
MoaHNUHS Ha CTAapuKOB LI3sTH OBITI0 Topa3no 0oJIbIlle, YeM OHA Mpefnoaraia.

JTio 1 HeBOJIbHO CTUCHYIIA 3yObl. BCE 3TO OBITIO IeJIOM B3POCIIBIX, CBAAbORI, PA3BO/Ib], PACCTAaBAHUSI —
Kakoe fIeJI0 OO 3TOr0 MaJleHbKOMY COIIIKy? Ho eMy, BUOUTE 1M, HE CUOUTCS CIIOKOMHO, OH JIe3€eT B
yyxKue fesa, 4ToOsl II0COIepHUYaTh C Hell!

OHa yKpagkoW B3TJIsTHYJa Ha LI3ssH MaHUHS, COepKuBasi BHYTPEHHIO SPOCTh, U C 0e3yIpeyHoH
MaTepPUHCKOM yIRIOKOM Ha JIUIle CKa3aa:

— CMOTpU-Ka, 5 Tak ucnyranack! Ecnu OBl g 3Hasa, YTO U ThI BEPHEILCS, 51 OBl IpuBe3Iia Tebe 4To-
HuOynb. Hy KakK, cibllliana, YTO TH C cecTpol Obll B ropone H, a Tenmeps yuuinbcs B IMmepckomn
cronuue? TH TaKoOM YMHBIM PeOEHOK, TOpa3/i0 CAMOCTOsITeIbHEe Hallero JIusgHa!

JTio 4 ¢ ynbiOKoit xyonHyia L3su ®aHuyKO0y 0 pyKe:
— Auxoy, nIpaBfa Bean?
I3sgH ®aH4KO0y IIOCIEIIHO KUBHYII:

— KoneuHo, KoHeyHo! [leTH, KOTOphIe ye3:KaloT U3 IoMa, DEUCTBUTENIbHO CTaHOBATCS Oojee
3pensiMu. Korga Thi 6511 B roponie W, st 9acTo 6ECIIOKOUIICS, HO Telepb, BUAS TeOs TaKUM, S CTIOKOEH.

Y JTro 4 engBa mepHYyachk IeKa, yIb0Ka 4yTh HE COPBaIach.

C 1131 ®aHYXKOy y HEE BCE pexke ObLIO B3auMonoHuMaHue. OHa MPOU3HECTIa 3TH CJI0BA, YTOOH OH
TIOOXBATHII €€ UEeI0 U CKa3aJ, uTo JIio JIMSIH ToXKe 0YeHb CaMOCTOSITeNTbHEIN, YTOOR XOTh KaK-TO
COXPAHMTH JIUIIO Iepe[] cTapuKaMu. Ho 3TOT CcTapuK BMECTO 9TOT0 HayaJl BCIIOMHUHATE IIPOIIIIIOe.

[Tpounoe, KoTopoe JIo S coBCceM He XOTesa 3HaTh, ¥ OHA TYT ke mpepBaina L[3sH PaHUKOY:

— Ia, ma, JIusH u Cs0nMuHb y4aTcs B IMmepckown cTonuile, B OyAyIeM OHM CMOTYT IIOOIePKHUBATh
OpyT Opyra.

JTto JIustH c yneIOKOM Ha JHIle, HO C TTyOOKO CKPHITOM IIyCTOTOM B Tjla3ax, CKa3all:

— KoHeyHo, y MeHS B LIIKOJIe €CTh HECKOJIBKO [Ipy3el, KOTOPhIe UMEIOT BIusHue B FIMIepckoim
cronutle. Ecnu y Csgonmuus OyoyT Kakue-To IPo0JIeMEl, OH BCErla MOXKeT 00paTUThCS KO MHE.



138 M3HIVHL YCMEXHYJIICA:

— [la, Yxan 1135 ¢ ToOo# 651130K, mpaBaa? OH MO 3JIEHINUY Bpar, U S He 3Hal0, KakKue KO3HU OH
IpoTUB MeHs cTpouT. Ho, OpaT JIto, TBOS cllaBa B IIKOJIe M3BECTHA. ThI, KAK U IOJI02KEHO BEIXOMITY U3
3HATHOW CeMbH, TPATHUIIb IEeHbI'M C Pa3MaxoM, O0JIbIe TOX0XK Ha 60raToro apucToKpaTa, 4eM Te U3
cembu Yxkas. Kcraty, Yxkan 1135 u ero gpy3bs HelaBHO yrpoxKajau MHe, CKa3aiy, 4YTO HaugyT
MOMEHT, YTOOBEI MHE HaCOIUTh. TEl 3Haels 00 3ToM?

Bcé aTo 65110 YnCTOM BEIOYMKO#M LI351H MaunuHs. UYxkan 1133 OblT cTapille HEro Ha HECKOJIBKO JIET U
yXKe MOoYTH 3aKaH4uBasn y4éoy. Ero otHomenus ¢ JIto JIMSSHOM TOYHO He OBl ONU3KUMU, OHU MOTJIN
JIAIIL TIOTOBOPUTH IIPU BCTPeUe, moodeaTh UIIM CO3BOHUTLCS, HO He 6ojiee TOTO.

YzkaH 133, X0Ts 1 He OBLI BEIAAIOIIMMCS, BCE JKe Bpallajics B 3TUX Kpyrax. XoTs ceruac LI3sH 09
II04YeMY-TO CTaJl X0JIoOfHee K HeMy, HO JIio JIUSIH ¢ ero MPOUCX0XKAeHNEeM U CTIOCOOHOCTSIMU He MOT
BLI3BATh ¥ HET0 yBaxKeHUs. [laxke TaKue IOBEPXHOCTHBIE OTHOIIEHUS OBIJIA pe3y/IbTaTOM TOT0, UTO
JT10 JIusiH BIIOKMI B HUX HeMao geHer. OH melcTBUTENbHO obmasncs ¢ YxkaH 1133 1 ero KoMnaHue,
HO OTKy[a eMy ObIJIO 3HaTh 0 Bpaxkae Mexay HUMU u LI3sH MaHnuHeMm?

HuxkTto emy 00 3TOM He roBOPUII!
Ho ecnu OH CKaXeT, 4TO He 3HaeT, KTO B 9TOM IOMe €My IIOBEPUT?
AGCOTIOTHO HUKTO!

Crapuxku 113gH OblIM TEMU, KTO 6€30TOBOPOYHO BEPUI CBOEMY BHYKY. OCTaybHEIE DOOCTBEHHUKY B
IoMe He cTanu Obl BMEIIMBATHCS B 9Ty TPSI3HYI0 UCTOpHI0. HeCKONIBbKO Asigeil U OAAI0LUIeK C CaMoro
Haydaja He CIMIIKOM XOPOIIO OTHOCUIUCE K JIto 4 u eé chiHy. LI3gn ®anuxkoy cnbiman, Kak Jiio JIusau
Ha3bIBaJl €T0 ChiHa yomogkoM. [axe JIio 4 B my1ie 37unacs.

OHa melCTBUTEIbHO HeHaBumena L[3ssH MaHIMHS, HO €€ ChIH IeHCTBOBAJI CIUIIKOM HeoOmyMaHHO.
[ToueMy OH He MOT YOApUTh HaBepPHSIKa, YTOOLI HE OCTABJISATH CIEHNOB?

Baly1ika, yCbIIaB 9T0, IOgyMaa, YTO OHM CMEIOT MOHUMATh €€ BHYKa B IMIIepCKoit cTosule. ATOT
JIto JIusTH IPOCTO HEBLIHOCUM!

Ho oHa He Mora cKa3aTh 3TO IPsAMO. ['119 Ha CBOEro BHYKA, KOTOPHIY BHITJISIZIe]I TAKUM HaUuBHEIM U
npocTonyuHsM, 6abyika He MorJla caepkath 6ecrokoiicTBa 1 decided BrICKa3aTh CBOU YYBCTBA,
pyras Li3sgH ®aHuXKOYy:

— OTO TH HACTOSIT HA TOM, YTOOBI JKeHUThCS Ha Hel! Tak ymnpasnsi eto nonyuiie! [leHbru Hamen
CeMbH He IJIs TOT0, YTOOBl OHU WX TpaHxkupunu! Eciu xoueT TpaTuth, IycTh caM 3apabaThiBaeT!

1131 ®aHuK0y OBLN SIBHO HEIOBOJIEH, eMy OBIJIO KpaliHe HeIpPUsATHO U3-3a TOTro, uTo JIio JIusH
mocaxkgan LI3aH MaHNuHIO.

JTio JIustH ToKe 4yBCTBOBaJ ceOs1 HecpaBeninBo o0uxkeHHbIM! HO ero ImoKupoBaHHOE U MTOTHOE
HETOJI0BaHMS BhIpazkKeHre JIiIla BCe BOCIIPUHSIHN KakK urpy. HUKTO He cTas ciaymaTh ero 00bsICHEHUS.
K cuacrtsio, Yxkas 134 B KOHIe KOHIIOB BCTaJla U IOILITAIACh CIJIaAUTh CUTYAlUIO:

— JlagHo, agHO, faBalTe BCe YCIOKOMMCS. YKe MO3IHO, IT0pa UATH YKUHATh, MJIajlias HEBECTKa...

Ona B3sa JIo A 3a pyky:



— HOIZI[éMTG YXKHWHATh, IIOMEHbIIIE TOBOPUTE.

L3575 M3HTUHDL 3aMeTHII, YTO OHA HAaMEPEHHO UM CIy4YaiHO TPOTUBOCTOUT EMY,
MHOT'03HAUYMTENIFHO B3TJISIHYJI Ha HEE, HO HUYEro He cKa3aJll. C JIETKOM yIBIOKOM OH MOOOIIENT ¥ TIOMOT
6aby1ke cecTh 3a cTojl. B nome 1131 Gbiyta fOMpabOTHUIA, KOTOpPAs yKe IPUTOTOBUIA LEJIBIN CTOJT
ropsiuux 607, CTAapuKM CETU Ha MIOYETHRIE MECTa, MJIAAIINe YIeHb CeMbU 3aHSIIA CBOM MECTa.
Babymka notsuyna Li3sH MaunuHS K cebe.

['nsapgst Ha MTHOBEHHO MOTeMHeBIHH B3y JIto 5, LI35iH MaHIUHE YIIBIOUICS UCKPEHHE.

Xotst ;o HoBoro ropa emé octaBaaoCch BpeMs, 6ONBbIIMHCTBO MJIA/IINX YIE€HOB CEMbU OBITA 3aHSTHI
paboToit ¥ He MOTJTIM OCTAThCS MO KOHIA MPA3THUKOB. DTOT YKUH ORI YCTPOEH II0 ITPaBUIaM
HOBOTOMIHETO BeYepa.

Mnapiue qoJKHbI OBUTH 110 OYepeau IO3OPaBIATh CTAPIINX, HAYMHAS C CAaMOT0 CTApIIEro U o
nopsaKky. LI3ssH MoHIKUHDL He XOTeJI JaBaTh MIOBO/A IJIS IIEPECYIOB, TIO3TOMY, KOTHA ASAs U ApyTHe
Havalld KIaHATHhCS, OH HE3aMETHO BCTAJl ¥ OTOIIEN B CTOPOHY, OKA3aBIIUCh PSIAOM C XYI3bl, KOTOPHIH
C BOCTOPTOM fIepaKaJl B pyKax CBOIO JIIOOMMYI0 paguoyIIpaBisieMylo MallliHKY. MaMa fasau Oblta pafia
3TOMY, a TaKXKe HEMHOTO CMYIlleHa 13-3a IPOU30IIEIIero, I03TOMY ORICTPO BCTasla U
IPUCOEIUHUIACh K MYXY.

Balymika, risas Ha coOpaBUIMXCS BHYKOB, He YyBCTBOBaJIa 0c000# pagocTu. Kpaem riasa oHa
BHUJIeJIa TeX, KOT0 CYUTasa HeJOCTOMHEIMHU, HO, ITIOCKOJNIBKY 3TO OBUT KaHYH HoBOT0 roga, oHa He
XOTeJla YCTPauBaTh ClIeHY Iepel POACTBeHHNKAMU HEBECTOK U CoepKuBasa cebs, XOTs roToBa Oblna
B30PBATHCS.

1138 M3HIKMHD OeUCTBUTENIBHO IIOCTYIIUII IIPABUIbHO, BEPHYBIIKUCH TOMOI.

Ecnu Ol OH He BepHYJICS, ¥ KOHMDIUKT He 060CcTpui Obl Hempusa3Hb 6abymmky K JIto 9 u eé chiHy, eé
naH Mor Obl cpaborath. HecMoTpst Ha To, 4TO 6abylilka roBOpHUja C TaKOK YBEPEHHOCTHIO, OHa Oblna
BCEr0 JIUIIL 00LIYHOHN TOXKUION KEHIIUHOM.

C opHOH CTOPOHE — ropsidee XeJjlaHue ChIHA, C APYTro¥ — MOJIBOHE peO€HKa. KTo B 3TOM Mupe €
KaMEHHBIM CepAIIeM MOT ObI OCTAaThCS PABHOMYIIHBIM?

Xorts JTio JIusiH u OBITT HETOMsIeM, ero yM OblsI ropa3fo 6osee 3penbiM, Y4eM Y ero CBEPCTHHUKOB. Ecnu
Obl LI357H M3HIMHB C caMOro Hayasla He 3aCTaBUJI eT0 IT0Ka3aTh CBOI MCTUHHYIO CYLHOCTh, U €CJIN
OBl IIEPBOE BIIEYATIEHNE 0 HEM YKOPEHUIIOCH B CEP/ille CTaPUKOB, M30aBUTLCS OT HETO OBINIO OHI HE
TaK-TO IIPOCTO.

LI3ssH M3HNIMHB, KaK OBl OH HU YBazXKaJl CTAPUKOB, HUKOT'Id HE 3a0bIBAJI O YEJI0BEYECKOMH IIOPOYHOCTH,
KOTOpPas B HpOH.IJ'IOfI KM3HHU 3aCTaBUJId €T0 CIIOTKHYTHECA MHO2KECTBO pa3.

Ho, k cuacTsio, JIto JIusiH ¢ caMoro Hadajia OCTaBHJI Y CTAPUKOB IIJIOX0€ BlledaTeHue, U B 6yayiieM
MU3MEHUTH ero OyeT KpalHe CJI0KHO. B cepplle cTapuKOB caMblli HEHABUCTHBIHM peOEHOK He
00s13aTeNIbHO OBLT XyJIUTaHOM UIHU O6e3IeTbHUKOM.

113555 MaHIUHB OB YBEPEH, UTO A7 CTaPUKOB L351H KOBAPHBIN, XUTPHIN U TIOAJIbIHA YeJIOBEK OBIT
ropas3[ro OTBpaTUTENbHEE, YeM IPOCTO HUKYEMHEIH.

113515 M3HIMHB OIyCTUJI TOJIOBY U C TOPBKOM YCMEIIKOU ITOAyMaJl, KaK U3MEHUTCS UX OTHOIIEHUE,
€CJTM OHM Y3HAIOT ero UCTUHHYIO CYIITHOCTE.



OH nopmHAN pyKy 4 norjafuil Xyn3:el 10 T0JI0Be, KaK BAPYT YCIBILIIAJ rops4yee AblXaHUe PALOM C YXOM.
OH B3APOTHY, HO 3T0 651 rojioc JIio JIusHa:

— He 3a3HaBatics!
JTio JIustH OvIn BHE ce0s1 OT 3710CTHU. LI35TH MOHIMHE ITOCTOSHHO IIPUTBOPSIJICS TaKUM 0€300UIHEIM U

moOpEIM, YTOOBI ITOICTABUTD €T0. EC/IM OH He BHIIIJIECHET CBOM SMOLIMH, OH COMIET C yMa.
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