— Xe-xell, Og0eHbKa, BB TaKou yMHBIM! — Tan My ocMOTpes Ha HeTro C BOCXUIIIEHUEM.

— 9, MaJIbIll, YTO TYyT ocobeHHoro? Hamr rybepHaTop, BOT KTO IeMCTBUTENHHO yMeeT pa3bupaThCs C
neaMu.

Tan LI3uHBION, yCbIIIaB 9T0, 00MeHsscs ¢ TaH My B3TJIIH0OM.
Tan My noHAT HaMeK:

— I'y6epHaTop? bparen, rybepHaTOp — 9TO OOMIBIION HavYalbHUK?
— Ila, 607bIION HAYAIbHUK, — 0TBeTHJI TaH LI3uHBI0N.

Tan My Hagyn ryO®5L.

— 4 He 06110 GOIBIINX HAYATLHUKOB, OHHU TIJTOXHE!

— He rosopu rnynocreii, — Tan L|3WHBION IOCIEIIHO OCTaHOBUJI €70, 3aTEM C ONTaCKOM B3TJISHYII Ha
MYXKUYUHY U YIBIOHYICS. — [IsineHbKa, He CEpAUTECH, OpaTell elle MaJeHbKUM, HU4Uero He MOHUMaeT.

— Huuero, HU4Yero, — MaxHyJ pyKou MyzK4uHa. — Marbli, BEl, He00Ch, U3 IPYTUX KpaeB?
— Ia, MBI ponuyen uiieM, B HaubusH nmpoe3moM, — oTBeTun Tad LI3MHBIOMN.

— A, TIOHSITHO, — MYyXK4HMHa 1oBepHyycsa K Tan My ¢ yneiOKoi. — Marnbii, He 60¥ics, Hallu 60bIIne
HayvaJIbHUKYM He TaKue, Kak B JPYTUX MeCTaX, Hallll — XOpolIue. Xe-Xeu.

Cxa3aB 3TO0, OH 3aMeTHJI HOBEIX [TIOCETUTE e 1, II03M0POBABINKCE, IO/ 3aHUMATLCS CBOUMHU
IeJaMu.

Tan My nnocmotpen Ha Tad L[3UHEBIOA.
— IToxoxe, y aToro rybepHaTopa LI3s5iHa pemyTalus Hemmoxas...
— Yry, 10X0xe, B 3TOM [iejie eCTb CBOU CTPAHHOCTH, IIOMAeM IIOCMOTPUM B IPYTOM MeCTe.

OHu BHIIIY U3 YalHOU U IPOTYJIUBAJIUCH 110 yiulle. TaH My He IlepecTaBall €CTh 3aKyCKU U
cnagocTy, a Tas LI3uHBION IIATUT 32 HETO, OMHOBPEMEHHO NIPUCIIYIIXBAsACh K pa3roBOPaM BOKDYT.

Bo BpeMs o6efja OHY 3alllTH B JIAMIIAYHYIO, ¥ KaK pa3 cOOMPAJTUCH TOECTh, KOT/Ia Ha YIIUIlEe CTaJo
ITYMHO.

Tan Aub mpuOBIT C OCHOBHEIM OTpsimoM. Ha camoM fiesie OHM [OMKHBI OBITH MPUOBITE BYepa, HO TaH
fdub, cnemys yKkasaHUSM TaHa, 3aMe[JIAI JBUXKEHNE U 3afepKasicsa Ha [eHb.

[TpuOITHE UMIIEPATOPCKOTO IIOCTAHHUKA Ha 0T, XOTS 1 He OBIJI0 00BSIBIEHO, YTO 9TO CaM HaCJIeTHBIN
IPUHII, ObIIO Ba3KHEIM COOBITHEM.

Tan fAHb exas BepxoM BO T'JlaBe OTPsia UMIIEPATOPCKOM TBapAuH 110 yIKlle, HAIIPABIISISICh K Ye3THOMY
yIIpaBJIEHUIO, @ TIOOOTBITHLIE KUTEM CIeN0BaIl 3a HUMHU, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETh Ha 3PeJIUIIIE.

— O, mo#t OpaT Ha KOHe Tak KpyT! — Bocxutusncsa Tan My.

HeiicTBuTenbHo, Tan AHb, KOTOPpOMY OBITIO YyTh OOJIbIIE IIeCTHAALIATH, OB B paciBeTe cui. C



OeTCTBa 3aHMMAaBIINUICS 00eBEIMU HCKYCCTBaMH, OH OBIIT CTpOI7IHBIM U IIOOATAHYTHIM, CHOA Ha KOHE, OH
BRITJISAOEI]I BEJINYECTBEHHO U BHYIIUTEJIBHO. Ero nuno OBLIO CEPhE3HEIM, OH PEeOKO ynblﬁaHCH, C IOHBIX
JIET CIIYZKHUII B I/IMHepaTOpCKOI;I I'Bapouu, 1 €ro 00JIUK n31y4dal HeHOKOHe6I/IMYIO CIIPaBEeOJINBOCTD.

— Kpyt? Y10 9710 3HauuT? — Tan LI3uHB0N He CIIBIIA TaKOro CI0Ba, HO 10 BEIPAXKEHUI0 Iulla TaHa
IIOHSJI, YTO 3TO YTO-TO IIOJIOKUTENIBHOE, XOTS BHYTPU [I0YYBCTBOBAJI JIETKYI0 PEBHOCTb.

— 993... — Tan My He 3HaJ, KaK 00BACHUTH, U TOBEPHYJICS K IIPUHILY.

[TpuHIy OBIIO MATHAALATL, OH He ObIT TAKUM BBICOKUM, KakK TaH fHb, HO TOXKe OBIJT CTAaTHHIM U
npuBJeKaTebHEIM. ET0 riasa, cierka IpunofHATHE Ha KOHILAX, IPHUAaBald eMy HEMHOTO OeP3Kui
BU[I, IPSIMOKY HOC ¥ MyXKeCTBeHHOe Nu10. Celiyac OH CKJIOHUJI ['OJIOBY, ClIeTKa HaKJIOHUBIIUCH K TaHy,
opmHa OpPOBH MPHUIIOMHSITA B BOIIPOCE, @ YEPHEIE T'Jla3a CMOTPEJIH Ha HEero, 0Xujas OTBETa.

TaH My HeBOJILHO OTBeJI B3IJIsAM, He BCTpPedasich Iia3aMu ¢ Tad L[3MHBI0EM, U OIYCTHUII B3TJIAL Ha €Tr0
ryOnl. ['yOBI OBIIM TOHKKMMM, YTO AEJIajio UX CTPOTHMHU, HO TOJIBKO OH 3HaJl, YTO MHOT/A B YrojIKax pTa
MIOSIBJISINCh IMOYKY, KOTOPHIE CBOTUIIU €0 C YMa...

— Hy, 3T0... 9TO KaK THL...

TaH LI3MHBION CllerKa HaXMYypUJICs, HO, BUAA peakuuio My-3pa, IIOHSJI, 4YTO TOT TOXKE UM
BocxuIaeTcs. Hy 4To X, B 3TOT pa3 OH ero MpPOCTHT...

— My-3p, MOXKeT, TOXKe IIOCMOTPUM?

— A... Oxeli, gaBaii. — Tan My, ellle He IIOJTHOCTHIO IPUIIEIINIL B ce0s, MalllMHAJILHO ITOC/IEN0BAN 3a
Tan LI3uHBIOEM, YTOOH IOCMOTPETH Ha 3PEJIHIIIE.

Y Bxopma B ye3nHoe yIipaBieHue Tad fHb Clie3 C KOHS, BEICOKO IOOHSAB UMIIEPATOPCKUM yKa3. B aToT
MOMEHT ABEPHU YIIPaBJIE€HUS OTKPHIIUCH.

['y6epHaTop HanbuysHa BhIIIENT HAPYXKy. MoIoooi YelIoBeK JIeT ABaflaTy C HeOObIINM, OJETHIH B
oduIiMaabHy0 MaHTHIO I'yOepHaTOpa, BHIIIEN C HECKOJIBKUMHU CITyKallliMU, YTOOH IIPUHATH YKa3.

Tan $IHB He CTal 3aYUTHIBATH YKAa3 Ha yIIKIE, @ BOIIENI BHYTPh YIIPaBIeHUs. 3aTEM IBEPH 3aKPHIIUCE,
1 3pUTesIsIM 0oJibllle He Ha YTO OBIII0O CMOTPETh.

Jliomu He cpa3y Pa3olLIIUCh, a MPOJoIKaNIu 00CyKaaTh MIPOU30IIeIIee.

— Ou? [loueMy npucanyd UMIEPaTOPCKOro nocjaaHHuKa? Y Hac B HaHbY9HE UTO-TO CIIyYUIIOCH?
— KT0 3HaeT, MOXKeT, HA/lIOTH MOBHICAT.

— He MoxeT OBITh, HAJIOTH TaBHO He IOBBILIANIM, M HUKAKUX BOMH HE CIIBIIIHO.

— HaBepHoe, HUUETr0 CEPHE3HOTO, XKUBU Cce0€e CIIOKOMHO.

— My-3p... TebGe He KaxKeTCs, YTO YTO-TO He TakK?

— Kaxertcs! 2Kano6y ummepaTopy nogany, a xkuTtenu HanbusHa O6yaTo HU4YEro o0 3TOM He 3HAI0T?

— IHa... My-ap, oyMalo, Ha yIullaX Mbl HUUEro He y3HaeM. MoxeT, BepHeMcsi? BedepoM CIpocuM y



OpaTa fAHS.

— VYry, xopomio... — Tarn My 0vl1 HEMHOTO cCMyIeH TeM, 4To TaH L[3unbioi Ha3kiBan TaH AHA
O6paToM. EMy Ka3anoch, 4TO IPUHI] MOT OBl TPOCTO Ha3BIBATh €0 110 UMEHH. ..

Ha camowm fene, B cepane mpuHila Tan My OblT ero 4ennoBekoM, a TaH fAHE B OyAyIneM CTaHET YacThio
UX CEMbHU, U, MOXKET OBITh... CTapmuM 6paToM? Tak 4TO Ha3kBaTh €T0 OpAaTOM 3apaHee He OBIIO
mpo061eMo, YTOORI TOTOM HE IPUIIIOCH IePeyYHUBATHCS.

B ob6uiem, B mo00M [elie HyKeH XOPOIINH yYuTeb. Yipasnsaommi Cioll He IPocTo 00y4as IpruHIa
VCKYCCTBY UHTPUT, HO U YUUJI €T0 OBITh TOTOBHIM KO BCEMY 3apaHee.

OHu BepHYJIUCH B TOCTUHUILLY, T X03591Ka CYMTasla Ha cueTaxX. YBUIEB UX, OHa I1030POBaJiach:
— O, Bepuynucs? Kak Bam Haubusn? UHTEpeCcHO?

— WUnTepecHo, nuHTepecHo! CerogHs maxe BUAENIU UMIIEPATOPCKOro nocnaHHuka! — Tan My
PamoCTHO MONIPHITHYII.

— O7? [1la? MMmepaTOpPCKOTro MOCIaHHKKA IIPUCTIaNH... ITO HOBOCTE.
— B HanbusHE 4TO-TO CNTy4YUJIOCH, Pa3 MpUCIaay I0oCIaHHuKa? — crupocuil TaH L[3UHBION.

— 999... He cnrimana. HaHbY9H XOTh U HE MaJIeHbKUH, HO CIIOKOWHBIN. Eciiu OBl CITy4HIIOCh YTO-TO
cepbe3Hoe, YTOOHI ITOC/IaTh UMIIEPAaTOPCKOI0 ITOCTIaHHNUKA, BECh TOPOf OBl yKe 3Hall.

— A, TIOHSATHO.

— 993... — X03s4HKa 3aJymMajach, 3aTeM go0aBuia. — XOTs, eCJIM TOBOPUTH O ITOCJIAHHUKE, TO €CTh
OJIHA BeIIlb, HO g HEe AyMalo, YTO 3TO BaXKHO...

— Yro? Yto? — Tan My TyT XKe IIpeBpPaTUIICs B JIIOOOMBITHOTO pebeHKa, Ioaoias 6/uxe K X035HUKe.

— Xe-xeli, Hu4ero ocobenHoro, B HanbuysHe Bce 06 3TOM 3Ha10T. — X03s1iKa, BUAS, Kak TaH My
CMOTPUT Ha Hee C JTI0OOIEITCTBOM, paccKasasa.

— Heckonpko net Ha3an B HaHbuaH nepeexasna 6oraTast CeMbst KYNIoB. [0BOPST, Y HUX OOJbIINe
CBSI3M B CTOJIMIIE, OHU TOPTYIOT TKAHSIMU U Ou3HEC y HUX umeT Oomnbuion. Ho... Takke XOOSAT CIyXH,
YTO OHM HE TOJIBKO TKAHSIMHU TOPTYIOT, HO U COJIBIO.

— Comnpio? KorTpabaHoii comu? ITo XKe cephbe3H0e MpecTyIienue. — yauBuics Tad LI3uHBION.

— Ila, HO 9TO BCETO JIUIIb CIyXH, HUKAKKUX J0KA3aTeIbCTB HeT. K ToMy e, y HUX CBSI3U B CTOJIUIIE, U
HUKTO HE XOYeT C HUMM CCOPUTHCS. [I09TOMY 5 yMalo, YTO ITOC/TAHHUK, BO3MOXKHO, TPUOBIIT
pacciegoBaTh 9TO MIeJIo.

— A. — Tan My cpenan Buf, 4TO pa3odyapoBaH. — A g OyMaJl, YTO-TO CEPHE3HOE.
— Xe-xXey, TNy, TH He IOMMellb. — X03511Ka 3acCMesijiach U MOolljla 3aHUMaThCS CBOMMHU [eJlaMu.
Tan [I3uabion ¥ TaH My BepHY/IUCh B KOMHATY.

— OX, MBI pacciienyeMm nejio 0 2KeCTOKOCTH, a4 TYT BOPYT IIOSABIIAETCA KOHTpa6aHI[a COJIN.



— TToxoxke, 3TO eNo He Takoe mpocToe. Eciu 9To Koppymims ¥ KoHTpabaHaa COJH, TO 9TO yXKe
cepre3Hoe mpectymnenue. Cembst LI3sHa. ..

— OX, TBOSI MaTh HUYETo Tebe He mepenana’?

— Her, 2 yeXxall B CIIEIIKE, MaTh, BEPOATHO, ITOJIy4HUJia NU3BECTHE TOJIBEKO ITIOCIIE MOETO OThE3Od. Ho
9TO CePhEe3HOE eJI0, MaTh HE CTAHET OelCTBOBATh OIIPOMETYHBO.

— §1 mymaro, 4TO TBOM OTeIl CITellMaIbHO OTIPAaBUII TeOsT pacciieoBaTh Nefo ceMby LI3siHA, U 9TO He
IIPOCTO UCIIHITAHHE.

— ITouemy THI Tak fyMaels?

— Ecnu 081 0H X0TeJ TeOs UCIBITaTh, OH He cTasl OBl JefiaTh 9TO TaK IBHO. Bo3M0OXKHO, OH
HUCHOBITHIBAET UMIIEPATPHUILY HIIH YTO-TO APYTOE.

— EcTb cMmBIcT... Tenepb TONMBKO Hafel0Ch, UTO MaTh U A4AS B CTOnuIlEe OyAyT BeCcTu ce0s CMUPHO.
— Vry... Kak xe ycran... ['onoBa 60muT... — Tan My fer Ha KpoBaTh ¥ 3aCTOHaJl.

— MHe KaxeTcs, My-3p cerogHs OblJI O4eHb CUACT/IUB, Ha3kIBAJl MeHs «OpaTileM» U Bell cebs Tak
nocnymHo. — Tan L[3uHbioN, BcioMuHas moBefeHue TaHa, He MOT CiepXkKaTh YIBIOKH.

— Tol emte roBopuins! f pagu nHGOPMaNUKU IPoOAas CBOI TyIIy...

— [Ila, ma, rocnoguH TaH, TEl MHOT0 paboTas, MoxXeT, 1 Tebe cuemnaio Maccax? — TaH LI3uHBION,
BUAs, 4To TaH My JIeXKUT Ha KPOBATH, ITOMOIIEN ¥ Hayal MaCCUPOBATh €T0 IIJIeUH.

— M-m... CunbHee, M-M... [la, IIJI0X0 cHenaells — He 3amiayy...

Tan 1I3uHBION MacCHPOBAJI €T0, TOCTEIIEHHO IIePexXos K HOTraM, 3aTeM K OefpaM, ¥, KOHeUHO, ero
PYKH HEBOJIbHO MPUONTU3UIUCE K srofuiiaM TaHa...

Tan LI3uHBION IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €0 MBICJIM HAUYMHAIOT MyTaThcs. ETo pyku 3amMepnu Ha Oedpax, He
pelasch MOAHATHCS BHIIIE, HO ¥ He XKeJjas YXOOUTh...

— O, maBa¥ Ipyroe MecTo moMaccupyi... — Tan My, KOTOPOro yxe JaBHO MacCHPOBAJIH 10 Geapam,
102KaJIOBAJICS.

— ... — Tan Li3unbIol C TPyOoOM caepxkKuBas cebsi, ero PyKu 3aMepiid B BO3AyXe, He pelasich
TIOHSITHCS BhIIIIE, HO M HE JKejlash yXOOUTk... B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OHU ONTyCTUIUCEH Ha MOSCHUILY.
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