— A Temeps 0 TBOEM BTOpPOM OpaTe. ETo pOICTBEHHUKHY CO CTOPOHBLI MaTePU 3aHUMAIOT BazKHBEIE
IOJIXKHOCTH B MECTHBIX OpraHax BlacTH, BIUsSHUE HeManoe. C MabIX JIET OH IIOCTUT aCTPOHOMMUIO U
reorpaduio, 04eHb YMEH U HauMUTaH, faxke caM MMmepaTop ero xBajuil.

— OTO0 5 ¥ caM 3Halo...

— A tBoi TpeTtut 6paTt? CeMmbs [IMH BeflaeT GHMHAHCAMHU, a OH C ETCTBA MPEKpPacHO pa3dupaeTcs B
MIPUABOPHBIX KIIKMKaX. Y HEro faxe eCTb KOMIIPOMaT Ha HEKOTOPHIX YUHOBHUKOB.

— My-3p, 51 BC€ 9TO 3Hat0. UTO TH X04elllb CKa3aTh? — TaH L[3WHBION He TOHUMAJ, K YeMY KJIIOHUT
Tan My. Pa3Be oH He coOupascs paccka3aThb O ero CeKkpeTe?

— Hy u KaK Tel gyMaelllb, OHU CUJIbHBEI? BEeNUKO UX BIUSHUE?
— Koneuno, cunbHbB, — oTBeTHUI TaH LI3MHBION.

— { mymaro, OHU CUJIBHEL... KaK OBl He Tak!

— ...My-9p... — HacnegHbIN IPUHI] B3OOXHY]L.

— Yto 3HauaT cembu Xy, JIu u [I¥H 110 CpaBHEHUIO C TBOeU ceMbel LI3gH? B riaBHOM BETBU pofa
LI351H BHIIIO IBE UMIIEPATPHUIIBI, BCE MPSIMEBIe TOTOMKY 3aHMMAIOT BEICOKME TIOCTHI. Jlaxke OTIPLICKU
OOKOBHIX BETBEM, 3aHSIBIINCH TOPTOBJIeH, OOTaTel0OT Ha BCIO OKPYTY, & Ha TOCylapCTBEHHOU CITykK0e
CTQHOBSTCS YECTHHIMU YNHOBHUKAMU. YKe 10 YUCIIEHHOCTH OHU UMEIOT IIPEUMYIIECTBO.

— My-3p, — Tan Li3uHbi0l Hayas IOHUMAaTh, 4YTO XOUeT CKa3aTh TaH My.
Tan My nipogokui:

— Jaxe ecnmu 0TOPOCUTH BIUSIHUE U CBS3H, IIOTOBOPUM O Jifoasix. OHU C IEeTCTBa, IyCTh U He OBUIM B
daBope, HO X0Ts OBl He NTOIBEPraiCh NaBIeHUI0. A THl C MaJIbIX JIeT [I0JIydas Harpanabl ONHOM PYKOH,
a Opyro¥ pyko# TeOs momaBisiy. B mecsTh NeT TH MOIY4YUI TUTYI HaCIeIHOTO IIPUHIIA, HO HUKOTa
He UMeJI peasibHOM BacTu. Thl 0Ka3asiCsl MeX [BYX OTHel — Mexnay MmnepaTtpurei u MmnepaTopoMm,
TEPIEJ YHUXKEHUS U TepeHoCcun o6unrl. Pa3Be X yM MOXKET CPABHUTHCS C TBOUM?

Tan 1]3unbI0l cMoTpen Ha Tan My, KOTOPHIH TOBOPUIT BCE 60Jiee 3MOIMOHANIBHO, CIIOBHO 3TO
KacaJIoCh ero camoro.

Tan My, nnepeBens OyX, IPOLOJIXKUIIL:

— Ecnu roBOpuUTh 0 IPOUCXO0XKIEHUHU, O XapaKTepe, 0 yMe — OHU TeOe He paBHHL. THl K TOMY Xe
MOJIOKE UX Ha HECKOJbKO jeT. O 4yeM THI ITIepeKUBaelllb?

— ... — Tau lI3uHTBIOM He 3HaJI, YTO OTBETHUTE.

— 4 3Hal0, YTO THI TOPONMIILCS, HO TIOAYMal: yIIpaBIsOLUMi T0X0XK Ha IoIybora, pa3Be OH IIPUBET
ObI KOT0-TO, KTO He SIBJIIETCS IeMOHOM UM MOHCTpoM? CKaxu, 3aueM Tebe cpaBHUBATE ce0s1 C
IeMOHaMU U MOHCTpamu?

— 4 He cpaBHMBaIO cebs ¢ meMoHaMHu... ¢ OpaTom 2KaueMm. ITpocTo 51 4yBCTBYIO... — TaH LI3uHbION He
3HaJI, Kak 00BbSICHUTL CBOM YYBCTRBa.

— 4 3Ha10, YTO THI TOPONMIILCS, BOIHYEILILCS, HO CIIellIKa HU K YeMy XOPOoIleMy He IpuBeneT. Kak Thl
IyMaellb, 4yeM 3aHuMarcs 6paTt 2KsHb B TBoeM Bo3pacTe?



— JT0... I IeUCTBUTEJILHO He 3Hal0.

— 4 tebe ckaxXy: B TBOEM Bo3pacTe OH ellle Mmiakan! bpat XKaub, Benukuii Mactep 2K9Hb, yIUTEIDb
2K9Hb, IPOCTH, HO Pafy TOTO, YTOOH HACJIe[HbIN IPUHI] 00pesl YBePEeHHOCTh, TeOe MPUOeTCs TOHECTH
3TOT I'PY3...

— Kaxk Taxk... MYXK4YWHEBEI HE IIJIa49yT... — B I'OJIOBE Tau LI3uHDBI0S BO3HUK o6pa3 MOTy49ero 2KsHb
LI3kIIIaHS, IJIa9yIIero U KaJIyIoIIerocd. On COOPOTHYIJICSA, HE BE€PSd CBOUM MBICIIAM.

— IlpaBpa, npaspa! He cMoTpH, 4TO OH celi4ac TaKOW CUJIBHEIN. Y BCeX OBITIO HETCTBO, BCE Yepe3 3TO
IIPOXOIOUJIM, TaK Bedb?

— M-Mm... — x0T4 TaH LI3uHbBIOM COMHEBAJICS, €T0 HaCTPOEHNE AEeUCTBUTEIbHO YIYUYIIUIOCE.
— Xe-xe-xe, — Tan My, Bups, 94T0 HaCJegHBIN IPUHI] IPUILIE]T B ce6s1, ObII 0YeHb JOBOJIEH.
B ato Bpems B gpyrom asope 2K9Hb L[3bIIaHb YUXHYIL:

— Anuxu!

OH moTep HoC.

— B nocnenHue nHU CTAHOBUTCS BCE XOJIONHEE, OTKyAa 3TOT XOJIONHEIN BETEP?..

— Bamre BricouecTBo... — FOaHbp0a0 THXO HOTOXKUI Y OBEPH.

— YT0 Ccny4unocs?

— 970... fepunia M IpoCUT aygueHIuN. .

— ...IlycTb BoHgeT.

IIBepb OTKpEIIach, U MH-3p 1€rkoy MOXO0AKOH BOIIa B KOMHATY, IOUYTUTEIHHO MOKJIOHUBIIUCH:
— WH-3p npuseTcTBYyeT Baie BricouecTso...

[TogHSB rojloBY, OHa yYBH[Ie/Ia HACJIeMHOI0 MIPUHIIA, CUASIIET0 3a CTOJIOM, a psimoM cTosit Tan My ¢
MOYTHUTEILHEIM BUIOM. Ha cToe CcTosin napels [ijisi embl, HAaKPBITHIM KPHIIITKOW, HEU3BECTHO YTO
BHYTPH.

— IlpuBetcTBylo, rocnogus TaH, — WH-3p 3Haa, 4TO Y HACJIEQHOI'O IIPUHIIA €CTh IOHBIN CIIYTHUK,
BTOPOM CHIH KHS139 MuH. PaHbIle oHu u3beranu BCTpeY, UMb U3peKa BUAS OPYT ApyTa u3maneka.
CeropiHsi OHY BIIE€PBbIE BCTPETUIIUCD.

— IIpuBetcTBylo, gesunia M, — Tan My BeXJIUBO IIOKJIOHUJICA.
— Tan My, Tl MOXKelllb yOanuThCcsa. [IoroBopuM 3aBTpa.

— Ia, g ynamtocs, — Tad My NOKJIOHUJICS Y BBILIE] U3 KOMHATHL.
Hacnenubii npuHL MOBEPHYJCSA K MH-3D:

— [Touemy 1 BOpyT npuiia? T yKe yKuHaIa?

— Ege Het. d xoTena HaBeCTUTh Ballle BeicouecTBO... 4, BO3MOXKHO, TPOSBUIA AEP3O0CTh...



HaCJ'[eI[HHﬁ IIPUHII IIOHAJI, YTO 3TO HOBAas YJIOBKa €ro MaTepH. [Toxoxe, IIPUIIIIO BpeMd TIOUTH U
N3BUHUTHCA IIepen He.

— Huyero cTpaiHoro. f Toxke 4yBCTBYIO ce0s MoJaBIeHHEIM, TBOM IPUX0M KakK pa3 KcTatu. Cagucsk.
— Ia.

— 39X, CerofHs Ha YTPeHHEM IIpreMe S BCTPETUI OA0 U MOTOBOPU C HUM O MaTepu. 1 Xxouy ImouTu
Y U3BUHUTHCS Mepeq Hel, Ho 60I0Ch, YTO OHA BCE elle 3JTUTCS Ha MeHs.

— Bame BricouecTBo, He OecnokoiiTeck. [J[ymaio, MepaTpuila He CTAaHET Bac yIpeKaTh.

— XOT# 3TO Tak, 1 BCE PaBHO BOJIHYIOCh. TaH My TOXKe CKa3asl, 4YTO MaTh HE CTaHET CO MHOU
CCOPHUTHCS, HO... — Ha JIAIe HaCJIeJHOI0 MPHUHIIA IIOSBUIACh TPYCTh.

— Bame BricouecTBO, momyMaiTe: B TOT ieHb, Korga MnepaTpulia moccopuiachk ¢ Bamu, oHa
IelCcTBOBala U3 Ny4mux no0yxpueHui. Pa3 Tak, pa3Be oHa fgelicTBUTENbHO OymeT Ha Bac cepauThes?

— M-M... TH IIpaBa.

— 41, mpocTas XeHINWHA, He pa3bupaioch B iejIax ABOpPa, HO IOHMMAI0, YTO MaTh U CHIH CBSI3aHHI
ceppieM.

— Ila-ga, 3aBTpa 4 IIOMAYy, — B AyLlIe HacJeOHbIN IPUHI yCMexXHYyJIcA. CBs3aHbl cepaueM? B
MMIIEPaTOPCKOM CeMbe MaTepel U CLIHOBEU CBSI3BIBAET HE CEPIIlle, a BEITOfa.

HacnenHbiii MPUHIT TPOIOIKUIT:

— THI ellle He yXWHalla, TaK 4TO faBal noeguM BMecTe. F0aHb0ao, mofail yKuH.
Haun6ao y gBepu OBICTPO IMOOAN YKUH.

[TpuHOCS yKUH, OH He3aMeTHO 3abpas J1apel] Co CToJa.

3a eqo¥ He Pa3roBapuUBaloT, 3a CHOM He 00nTaloT. HaciemHBIN IPUHI] CTPOTO CIE0Ba 3TOMY
IIPaBUITY.

Wn-3p ymanunacse.

Briiins 3a mBepsb, oOHa nprKalana Cso bu:

— V3Hai, 4To 3a napen 0w y Ero BricoyecTna.

— BbI 6€CIIOKOUTECE...

— XM, 3THU [IB€ [IEBUYOHKM, KOTOPHIX A BCErHa II0faBisijia, HaBePHIKA 3aMBILIJISIOT YTO-TO.
— Ecnu BEISCHUTCS, YTO 9TO OOHA U3 HUX...

— HayuuTts ux BecTu cebsi MIPUIMYHO HE COCTAaBUT TPy[a.

— Ia, s IOHSNA.

Tem BpeMeneM Tan My B cBoeli KOMHaTe OBLI He B Oyxe. XM, OISATh Y2KUHAJ C TOU XKEHITUHOH, XM,
elle ¥ Tak rpy0o co MHOM 00oIIesics, XM, ellle ¥ Ha3klBaeT cebs «Ty», XM, ellle U IpUKa3ajl MHe



yIaIUTHCH...
— locnopuH... — nogowmen FOaubdy.

— YT0?! — pa3mpaxkeHHO.

— Ero Brico4yecTBO mmpuciaan gapell ¢ eou.

— ... — Jlapen, onsaTe mapen;! OH 4TO, AyMaeT, 4YTO 1 KpOMe e[bl HUYEero Ha CBeTe He LIEHI0?
— IIpunecu!

— [la, — KOaHb(y nocnenms IpUHECTH apel], IOCTABUI eT0 ¥ OBICTPO yOaIuics.

Tan My OTKpHII €ro U CTal eCcTh, Bop4a. X0T4 efa Owlyla BKyCHOM, HO... Ou? [log MUPOXKHEIM JiexKasa
3alucKa...

«BMecTe B rope ¥ pafoCTH, B 9TOX XKU3HU 63 CoXKaNeHUN».

— ... — Tan My cupsTasn 3anucKy. 9TO YyBCTBO TallHOM Ilepefaydy 3aliCOK BEI3HIBAIIO CTPAHHOE
OLIYILIIEeHNE, CIIOBHO OH U3MEHSJI 3aKOHHOU CYIpYyTe...

Yronku ry6 Tan My HeIpou3BOJIbHO MOTHAINCE. OX, 9TOT MaJIbIll TaKOM IPOTUBHEIM. ..
— IeBuIia.

— Ia, BEIICHHIIA?

— Ila, HO 9TO He Te [Be OeBYOHKHU. [ToxoxKe, 9T0 rocnoauH TaH.

— Tl'ocioguu Tan?

— Ila, MHe TOXKe II0Ka3aioCh CTPaHHBIM, HO MHOTHE BUMAEIH.

— M-M... moHATHO. bynb Haueky. Moxels UATH.

— Ia. 4 ygamniocs.

Ourymrasi cBoio c1aboCTh ¥ HEIOCTATOK CHUJI, HAacliemHbIM npuHIl TaH [[3UHDBIOM, TOYyYUB YTELIEHNE OT
Tan My, cTtan ycepaHee TPYOUTLCS, OMHOBPEMEHHO MIPOSIBIISAS MaKCUMaJIbHYI0 OCTOPOXKHOCTD. [Tocne
YTPEeHHEero IprueMa OH OTIPABUIICS BO ABOpel, B MiMmepaTopckuii KaOWHET.

OH TIPOCTOSJ TaM IIOYTH BCE YTPO, ¥ TOJIbKO K 00eqy MMImiepaTop pa3pemuiun eMy YUTH.

Bcé aTo BpeMs OH IPOCTO cTosiyI, MMmepaTop “3pefiKa 3a/iaBajl eMy BOIIPOCHI, BEICITYIIINBAS €T0
MHEHMEe, HO BCE 3TO OBIIM He3HAUUTEJIbHEIE BeIIH.

Bo Bpemst o6ema oH oTmpaBuics K MiMmepaTpuiie.
— Mary1mka... ChIH IPHUIIENT BEIPa3UTh IOYTEHHUE.
— IOu-3p, Hy XBaTUT, HE CTOU, MUY CIOAA, CAJUCh.

— MaTYHIKa, CbIH BUHOBAT, HE CMEI0 CaTUTLCA.



— Hy XBATHUT, 9TO 34 I'JIYIIOCTH. B TOT meHb S TOXKE CIUIIKOM TOPOITHUJIaCh, HE BRICIIyIIAJIa Tebs. A
TOXK€ BHHOBATA.

— Her, MaTy1ika, 3TO $ MJI0X0 ITOCTYIIHUIL...

— Hy xBatur, He 6ynem 006 atoMm. Mol FOii-3p BHIPOC, V¥ HETO €CTh CBOU 003aHHOCTH.

— Marymika...

— He 6ynem 06 atoMm. KO#i-3p, Kak npoles CeToONHANIHUY NeHb B KabuHeTe MmepaTopa?
— Bceé xopo1mo... — Ha nulle HacleHOTO IPUHIIA IOIBUJIACH JIeTKasl TeHb Pa3049apOBaHUS.
— M-M... — MMnepaTpulla, YBUAEB €ro BeIpaxkKeHUe, BCE MOHSIa U 3aAyMasach.

— Mary1ika, TIOMHUTE MOETO CITyTHUKA?

— M-Mm? IToMHIO, CBIHA KHI35S MUH.
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