HewusBecTHO, ¢ Kakoro MmoMeHTa TaH LI3uHBIOM, KOTAa ero YTO-TO TPEBOXKHUIIO, CTall IPUXOAUTH T10
BeuepaM K Tar My. CHavasa 3To OBUIM ITPOCTO BU3UTHL: IIOCMOTPETh. 3aTeM OHM BMECTe ITUIU Yai,
3aKyCHIBAJIA CJIQIOCTSIMH, a 11033Ke HaCJIeIHBIN IPUHI] I0JTI00MI JeIUTh OOHY IToCcTenNb ¢ Tan My.
Kaxpreii pas, rinsaasa Ha KpolleyHoe TUYuKo Tad My, OH 4yBCTBOBaJI, KaK TPEBOra B €ro ceppaLe
IIOHEMHOTY pacceuBaeTcs. OH 0CO3HaBaJl, UTO €Il€ CTOIHKO BCETO HYKHO CHeJiaTh, IIOOTOTOBUTS,
3alIUTUTh, X Y HETO IIPOCTO He 0CTaBaJ0Ch BPEMEHU Ha Ievalu.

Tan My Obln1 3TOMYy 04eHb paf. OH CUMUTalI, YTO 3TO LOKa3aTeIbCTBO €T0 ayphl — HANEXKHOU ayphl
crapiero 6pata. BoT Befib HaCcJI€QHBIN ITPUHI: CTOMT €MY CTOJKHYTBCS C HEIIPUSITHOCTHIO, CPa3y

0eXUT K HeMy XKayoBaThcsl. OH aXke He IIO03pPeBasl, YTO UMEHHO eTr0 HeXHOe JIMYUKO UCLEeIILI0
IPUHIIA.

O6bryHO TaH My He CIIpalIKXBall, YTO TPEBOXKUT HACJIE€OHOI'O IIPHUHIIA, B€b OH OBIT BCETO JIMIIDb IOHBEIM
CIIYTHUKOM [JIs1 YTEHUA. Ho Telepb 0CTaBaJICsA BCETO I'Of.

— O, 4TO CIy4uIoCh? Pacckaxu.
— C To0o0i1 KakK paccKaxemb? Thl BCE paBHO He TIOUMETb.

— Krto0 cka3zan, uTo g1 He mouMy? Heyxkemnu THl X04ells Iepecnats ¢ [JeBuuenn UH, HO UMIepaTpulla He
paspelIaeT, ¥ TH TePIUIIbL?

— Yo 3a rioynoctu!

Tan LI3uHBION NIPOTIHYI PYKY U IIJIenHya TaH My 1o XKHUBOTY.
— Oy, HWYero CTPAIIHOTO.

— ...He B aToM gmere...

TaH LI3MHBIOM TaBHO 3aMETHJI, YTO €r0 IOHBIU CIYTHUK 110 BO3PACTy ¥ BHEIIHOCTHA COBEPIIEHHO HE
COOTBETCTBOBAJI CBOEMY BHYTPEHHEMY MUPY, U €T0 HUKAK HeJb3s ObII0 CYUTATh OOBIYHBIM PEOEHKOM.

— Xe-xe, MoxeT, [leBulla YH 3a TBOEU CIIMHOM YTO-TO BHICIIpAllIKBasa?
— OTKyza TH 3Haellb?

— 9T0 XKe nmpocTo. B cnenyromieM rogy Tebe IPEICTOUT... Xe-X€...

Tan My XUXUKHYII, @ 3aTeM IIPOJOJIKHUIIL:

— KoHeuHo, HyKHO 0elCTBOBaTh IEPBHIM. TH OJMH, a TPU XKEHIIUHLI 00pIOTCS 3a TeOs, TakK UYTO
IPUAETCS IPUIOXKUTE yeunus. OHa, HaBepHOe, TTOAKYIIKUIIa TBOUX CIIyT?

— Ia.

— Hwuyero ctpamuoro. Ha camoM fese, 3TO TOYHO CBSI3aHO C UMIlepaTpuilei. be3 eé HaMeka oHa OB
He oCcMeJuiiack. BeposTHO, OHa IIPOCTO fyMaeT, Kak Tebe yroguTh. He mepexuBaii.

'oBop4 9T0, OH ycrnokauBarle noxyjonan Tad L[3MHBI0A 110 TOJIOBE.
— THI CTUIIKOM MHOTO 3HAEIIh.

Tan LI3uabIoN cxBaTul pyKy Tan My u omycTun ee€.



Taun My CHOBaA IIOOHAJ JIQIIKY W ITPOOOJIZKHII BOSUTHCA C T'0JIOBOM IIPpHUHIIA.

— KoneuHno, s 3Ha0 MHOTOe. CMOTpPH, Cpenu 3TUX TPEX XKeHIWH [leBunia UH 00s13aTeIbHO 3aiiMeT
caMoe BEICOKOE IIOJI0XKEHHE.

Tan LI3uHBION CHOBA OMYCTUJ PYKy peOEHKa M CIIPOCHII:

— [ToueMy THI Tak gyMaelb?

Tan My cHOBa IOIBITAJICS IIOJIOXKUTH PYKY Ha r0JIOBY IIPUHIIA.

— I[ToTOMY YTO THI €€ JTIOOUIIIE.

[TpuHI CXBaTUII HETIOCIYIIHYIO PYKY, HO He OTIYCTHUI €€, KPEeIKO CxKuMas.
— Kak THl MOXKeIb GbITh YBEPEH, UTO 51 OyAy MOOUTH e€?

Marnenbkasa pyuka Tan My npoposixkaia gepraTbCs.

— I[ToToMy uTO OHa 003aTeIbHO 3aCTaBUT TeOS MONI0OUTH e€. OHa IPEBPATUTCS B TOTO, KTO Tebe
TIOHPABHUTCS.

Tan LI3uHBION CKUMan 6eCIIOKOMHYIO PYKY.

— TrI X04elIb CKa3aTh, UYTO OHA U Aajblile OymeT HaMepeHHO BLIBeIbBATh 000 MHE?

Tan My, He cyMeB BBIpBaTh PYKY, COAJICS ¥ IIO3BOJIUI IIPUHITY HEPKaTh €€.

— Hy ma, Bemb 0Ha — HeBeCTKa, KOTOPYIO BeIOpajia UMIIepaTpulia. Y Heé eCTh MoaIepkKKa~

Pyka Tan My mepecTaja COIPOTUBIIATLCS, U MIPUHI] HEXKHO CXKUMaJ €€, HaclaXaasiCh MATKOCTHIO.
— THI BUOHUIIE BCE HACKBO3b.

Tan My, nmony4ruB KOCBEHHYIO II0XBajly, He oOpallaj BHUMaHUs Ha TO, 4YTO €T0 PYKYy MHYT.

— Koneuno. Kto s Takou?

Tan LI3uHbION YIBIOHYIICS, HEBOILHO T4 Ha peb€HKa psAmoM. MajleHbKoe Teblle, HeXKHOe JTMYHKO,
HO MBIC/TH, KOTOPbIE HEBO3MOXKHO pa3rafaTh.

— Te1, THL... MHOTHA 9 COBCEM He YYBCTBYIO, YTO Thl PeOEHOK.

Ycneimas 310, TaH My ToXe OBEPHYJICA K HeMy. UX B3Il BCTPETUIUCH, U HA MTHOBEHUE
BOIlapHUIiaCh TUIIHHA.

— X0-X0-X0-X0~
Tan My BOpyT CTpaHHO pacCMesiCs.

— 4 — nosenutens [lemeprr Cemu LiBeToB y nogHOXKUSA rope Xyaro u beside kamus I[1aHbry,
BeJIUKUY 0€CCMEPTHBIN, THICSUeIeTHUM Oelblii 3Meit! [IpocThie CMEPTHEIE, HEYXKETH He
IIPEKIOHUTECH IIePeio MHOU ~

Tan LI3uHBION IPOMOTYal.



HacnenHbi IpuHI JOITO HE pearupoBas, U TaH My no4yBCTBOBaI HEJIOBKOCTh. OH IIOCMOTPENT Ha
aToro pe6EHKa, KOTOPHIY TPOCTO MOT4a CMOTPEST Ha HETO0, ¥ MOAyMaJl: a BAPYT 3TOT MAJIBIII, KaK U
[peBHUE CyeBEPHEIE JIIOAU, ITI0BEPUTI eMY!

— O... 4, 9 nowmyTul. He npuHMMayu BCephes...
— My-9p, ecnu TH He XO0Yelllb PacCKa3kiBaTh, HUUET0 CTPAIIHOrO. f He Oymy CIIpallnuBaTh.

YBumeB UCKPEHHUH U cepbe3HBIN B3rAn TaH LI3uHbios, Tan My HETOBKO TOIIEBEIII PYKOH,
KOTOPYIO BCE eIl mepaKas IPUHII.

— ITO C/IOKHO O0BSACHUTE. f pacckaxy Tede MOTOM, XOPOII0?

Tan L[3uHBION CXKall pyKy, He faBas el IeBeIUThCH.

— Xoporo.

Tan My 0TBepHYJI TOJI0BY, HO BOPYT CHOBA ITIOYYBCTBOBAJ I'PYCTh U IIOBEPHYJICI K IIPHHILY.
— Boo01e, 3amoMHu: ST Ha TBOEM CTOPOHE U He MPUYHHIO Tebe Bpena.

TaH LI3uabiorn cMoTpen Ha Tan My, He Mopras.

— Xopotio, 1 BceTfa 3TO 3HaJl.

TaH My 3aCTeCHSIICS ITOJ 9TUM B3TJISIIOM, HO He MOT 0TBecTH rna3. OH cMoTpen Ha TaH LI3UHDBIOS U
MBICTIEHHO J00aBHII: Maxke eciiu Te0s, 9TOT pe6EHOK, OpPOCSAT POTUTENH U IPefafyT Bce POMHEIE, s BCE
paBHO OyOy Ha TBOEH CTOPOHe.

Hacnepnsiii npuHI yimen, Ho Tan My He Mor ycHYTh. C HUM 4TO-TO OBLJIO He Tak! B mpoIion Xu3uu
OH JTI00MT XKEHIINH, 9T0 OBIJIO ICHO Kak feHb. Ho ¢ Tan 1[3unbioeM Tan My Bcerpa 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO B
ero cepille YTO-TO He TaK. JIagHo, eMy HEMHOT'0 HPAaBUTCS 3TOT peOEHOK. XOTS y HEToO HET
neno®uIuy, HO BTSN 9TOT0 PeOEHKa JelCTBUTENIHHO COMI €0 C TOJIKY, 3aCTaBJIsAJI €0 Cepple
KOJIOTUTHCH.

CHauana eMy Ka3ayioCh, YTO 3TOT peOEHOK 3a0aBHBIM: TaKOM MaJIeHbKUM, HO IILITAIOIIANUCS €T0
3anuTUTh. [I0TOM OH Hayas XkKaJieTh ero: pe6EHOK, KOTOPOro He TIOOKUIN HU OTEIl, HA MaTh, ¥ BCE
OKpPYXKalolie MpeceqoBaIi CBOU ey, 3aTeM, HeM3BEeCTHO KOTIa — MOXKEeT, Korma pPe0EHOK Japuil
eMy TIOJapKH, UJTK ITOMOTaJll feflaTh YPOKHU, UK KOTHa 3a CTOJIOM ero jo0uMas efa Bcerma 3aHuMara
00JIBITYI0 YaCTh, — 3TO YYBCTBO HA4aJI0 IIOCTEIIEHHO PACIIPOCTPAHSATHCS.

BrITh 3a00TIMBO OMEKaeMBIM PeOEHKOM, KOTOPHIM HaMHOro miapiie Tebs... Xots Tan My u He 3HarT,
KaKue YyBCTBA MCIBITHIBAJ K HeEMY TaH L[3WHBION, HO OH OeWCTBUTENIBHO ObIJT TOKOPEH 3THM
MAaJTBIIIIOM.

B03M02KHO, B TPOIIION KM3HU OH BUIEN CIIMIIKOM MHOTO JIIOfed, KOTOpEle HU4ero He menanu 6e3
BBITOJIbI, ¥ TIO3TOMY €To cepille OBIII0 TakK JIETKO IIPOPBAHO HCKPEHHOCTHIO 3TOT0 pebEHKa.

9%, Kyna fenach MOsI penyTalus. ..

Ho Tan My GBI 4e7I0BEKOM, KOTOPBIHM MOT JIETKO OTIIYCKATh IIPOIoe. B 3ToM XXKU3HU OH TOYHO OymeT
¢ 9THM PeOEHKOM [I0 CaMOT0 KOHIIa. B mouéTe uim B I030pe — BCE BMECTE. BEITh TOCTOMHEIM
MUHHCTPOM U TeHepaJjioM Toxe Hemioxo. Kakas pa3Hulla, Kakue 3To 4yBcTBa? I1ycTh ceiiyac BCE
nyTaeTcs, pa3bepeéMcs IIOTOM, KOTia CTaHET ICHO. [laxe ecqu 5 IpaBfa M0Ji00JII0 3TOT0 MaJIbIIla,



YTO C TOro? B XyAgmeM Ciiy4dae, y‘-IéHHﬁ yMupaeT Ojd TOro, KTO €ro IOHNMaeT.

Tan L[31HBIOM BEPHYJICS U XOPOLIO CIaj, eMy IPUCHUICSA IpeKpacHb CoOH. Ho Ha cnenyomuii feHb
MMIlepaTpulia oJly4Yusia U3BeCTHe: HaCaeIHbIU IIPUHI] BEIPOC.

Y npuHIa OBlTa TOJUTIONHKS, YTO B €TI0 BO3pacTe He ObIJI0 YeM-TO YOUBUTEIbHEIM. Y3HaB, YTO
HACJIeMHBIN TPUHIL Okl v [IeBuisl MH, uMIepaTpuila BrIpa3uiia 00JIbIIoe YOOBIeTBOPEHHE.

TonIBpKO caM IIPpUHII] 3HAJI, 9YTO BO CHE OBLIIM UMEHHO Te MSATKHe MaJeHbKHe PYYKH U TO 030pHOE
JINYHUKO.

Hacnegubi IIPUHI 2KEeCTOKO OCyouJI cebs 3a 3TO. My-ap elllé TakK MaJ, Kak OH MOT TakK...

HewusBecTHO, C KaKOT0 MOMEHTa ero 3a6ota 0 My-ape mepecTasna GbITh YyBCTBAMU CTapLIero Opara K
mammeMy. OH XOTeI YKPHITh €r0 IO CBOMM KPHIJTOM, HO GOSITICS, YTO KPBIIO elllé HeqOCTaTOYHO
TIIBIIIHOE, YTOOH! 3aIIUTUTL ero. OH XOTeJ IIPUBS3aTh 3TOT0 pebéHka K cebe, HO 60sJICs, YTO KOorfaa
TOT BEIPACTET, 3TO ITOMEIIAeT ero uieanaM U aMOULIUSIM.

Y My-3pa ecTb TajlaHT, eCTh CTpaTerudyeckuit ym. Heyxkemnu oH 3anpéT ero B riay0uHax aBopia? Ero
COOCTBEHHBIN ITyTh MTOJIOH TEPHUM; V¥ HETO XBATUT AyXa 3acTaBUTh My-spa ugTu BMecTe ¢ HUM? My-3p
OTNIMYaeTCsl OT OOBIUHBIX JIIOMIEeH, Y Hero HeoObIUHbIE TalaHThl ¥ YM, HO BCE XKe OH BCETO JIUIIb
pebéHOK. Heyxemnmu oH IeHCTBUTENHHO KAKOU-TO OyX Uu 60XKeCTBO?

Iaxe ecoiu OH OOHAXK[IBI CTAHET BIAObLIKOM MOgHEOECHOM, 3aX04eT JIh My-3p OCTaThCsS PSIIOM C HUM?

B3poxnys, Tan LI3uHBIOM 0TKa3asCda OT MBEICIH Jajiblle KonaTthCsa B 9TOM. K cuacTeio, My-3p eme mar,
M Y HEro eCTh BpeMs nogyMaTth 06 aToM. Ceiiyac caMoe IjlaBHOE — KaK 3allluTUTh My-apa u ce0s.

HeBuria MH Harpaguia Ciayry, KOTOPBIM COOOIINII el HOBOCTH, ¥ caMa IOJIy4Yusia IIogapKu OT
umnepatpuilbl. OT Tan [3uHBIOS TOXKEe IPHUIIUIN IIETKOBEIe TKaHU. B ogHouacke [leBuria MH cTana Ha
oIbEME, IPYTHe HAJIOKHUIIB CMOTPENIH C 3aBUCThI0, HO HUYET0 He MOTJIM TOfefaTh.

B mocnenytourue nau TaH LI3MHBION TaKXkKe MOCEIIaT IBYX OPYTHUX XKEHIIWH, HO He BRIKa3kIBajl SIBHBIX
npennouyteHuil. Bemp VH-3p GbINa XKEHIIXHOM, KOTOPYIO BRIOpAsa IJist HETO MaTh, ¥ OH, KOHEYHO,
OOJIXXeH ObLI JTI0OUTE e€ 1 OBLT 00sI3aH 9TO [elaTh.

MexXOy HUM U MaTephio, TI0Ka OH He CTaHeT 6ojiee 3peJibiM, MOJIKHA Ohlla COXPaHSATLCS TOHKAs
rpaHb. MaTh BCerya 0CTaHeTCs MaTePhio, KeJIaloIlel KPeIKo KOHTPOIUPOBaTh pe6EHKa — MIPOCTO
13-3a HefloBepus. B 9ToM Mupe eCTh JIIO[K, KOTOPEIE MOTYT YyBCTBOBATh C€05T CIIOKOMHO TOJIBKO
TOT7Ia, KOTa BCE UAET 0 WX IUTaHy. Pa3 Tak, OH MOT IIPOSIBIIATH MOCHTyIIaHKEe MAaTEPH, U TOTTIA BCe
MOTJTH OBl JKUTh B MUDE.
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