'y BoaHBMSHB, YBUAEB, YTO CTapas roCloxka TaK Pa303/1uiach, MOHSI, YTO OHa AEUCTBUTEILHO B
rHeBe. XoTs Matymka Cy# cooburumia, 4To e€ 3M0POBbe B MIOPSIKe, CTapasi rOCIoXKa BCE ke Obla B
BO3pacTe, ¥ TaKue CUJIbHBIE SMOLIMY MOTJIA el HaBpeauTb. OH C TPEBOr'OM OMYCTUJI I'OJIOBY. XOTS B
ero rjla3ax He OBIJIO IIeYanu u3-3a cMepTH ['y BaHbUHA, ¥ ero BhIpakeHue OBIJIO JIUIIL TT0OKA3HBIM,
Telepb, KOTrma cTapas rocrnoxka He X0TeJla ero MpolaTh, B ero rjaal3ax IosgBUIach TaHUKa.

— Maryuika, noxarnyiicra, 6eperute ce0s, yCIIOKOUTECH!

['ocnoxka CuHb, YBHUIEB 3TO, TOXKE OMYCTUJIACh Ha KOJIeHU 103aau ['y BoHbMSHS, BRITUPAs CIE3b U
TUX0 N0oOaBUB:

— IIpomy Bac, yCIIOKOUTECH, CTapas rocrnoxa!
I'y Xai4ao nocnegoBas €€ IpUMepPy, ONYCTUBIIKNCH Ha KOJIEHU U IIOKJIOHUBIIKCH:
— IMoxanyiicrta, 6a0yIKa, YCIIOKOHUTECH!

— BaM He HYKHO CTAaHOBUTHCS Ha KOJIE€HH, Bbl HE BUHOBAaTH! — CTapas rocroxa, IIias Ha HUX,
IIOKpacCHesa OT THEeBa, €€ PyKa [poxKaJja, yKa3biBas Ha ['y BaubMsAHSA. — Thl MyMaellb, YTO CMePTh
TBOero OpaTa ObljIa OmpaBAaHa, YTO OH He OMO30PHJI Halll KJIaH ¥ PeIInil TBou mpodieMel. TBOs kKeHa
Y TBOU 3aKOHHHIYU CHIH, HABEPHOE, TOXKE TaK AyMaroT!

'y BoaHbMSIHb He OKH[Ia/l TaKUX CJIOB ¥ 3aMep, eT0 JIUI0 BEIPaXKalo PacTEPSHHOCTH, a B I'/Ta3ax
TOSIBUTIACh TeHb 00kl ['ocmoxka CvHB, 3aMETHB 9TO, HE3aMETHO OITyCTHIIA TOJIOBY, PA3MBIIIISS, U
€€ BeIpaXKeHUe CTAJI0 3araJOYHBIM.

— Marymka, 94TO BHl XOTHTE 3TUM CKa3aTh? BEl XOTUTE paHUTh MOE cepple?
I'y Xayyao, yBUOEB, KaK €ro oTila yIpeKaloT, C paCTepPSHHOCTBIO IPOU3HEC:
— Babymixa...

— TBo¥t OpaT BHE3aHO YMeD, U UCTUHA U3BECTHA TOJIbKO KHSI310 M, KOTOPHIM HUYEro He CKa3al
3apaHee. Kusi3p U pmeiicTBuTenbHo HeoObYeH! — CTapas rocrnoxa, Bufs, Kak ['y BaHbMSIHb cTpagaer,
IIOYyBCTBOBaJIa 06JIeryeHre, OTKUHYBIIKCH Ha MONyLIKY. E€ pyKa omycTuiach, a B rjaa3ax BCIIBIXHY
rHeB. — Ho ckaxu MHe, CKOJIBKO IIpaBAbl B TBOUX CIIOBax?!

['y BoaHbMSIHD, YCIIBIIIAB 3TO, TOXKE PA303JIUIICS, €T0 JINIIO IIOKPACHETIO OT SPOCTHU:

— Martymka, KakK 6bI TO HU OBLIO, OpaT yKe yMmep, 3T0 (paKT — BBl yIIpeKaeTe MeHs, XOTUTE, YTOOH 5
CTpafas, Uik IPOCTO XOTUTE, YTOOH! 5T TPU3HAT BCE?

Crapas Tocoxka He 0XH[IaJla, YTO OH, BMECTO TOT0 YTOOK 0OBSICHUTD, OCMEJIUTCS el IepeyunTh. Eé
3[I0POBbE U TaK OBIIO CNTA0RIM, U TEIEPh OHA II0YYBCTBOBAJIA T'OJIOBOKPYXKEHNe, eIBa He IOTePsB
CO3HAHWUeE.

K cuactrio, maTymika Cyi BOBpeMs 3aMETHJIa 3TO U MTOJXBaTHIIa e€, II0JaBasl YallKy JIeKapCTBEHHOTO
yasi, 4TOOH YCIIOKOUTD CTAPYI0 rocmoxy. [Toce 3TOro cTapas roCIoxa, TS2KeJo [billia, yKa3aia Ha
'y BoHbMSHS, €€ r'1a3a MOKpacHeNHu elre 0oblie.

— ThI...

'y BaHbpMSHB, Ka3aJI0Ch, YCTaJl CIIOPUTH O TOM, Kak yMep ['y BoaHbUH, ¥ BOPYT OIyCTUJICA Ha KOJIEHY,
CKJIOHMBIINCH Nepe[ CTapOu FOCI0KOM:



— Ilpomy Bac, MaTyIlIKa, yCIIOKONTECH. Temeps, KOTrfa TpeTuit 6paT yMep, TPEThsI BETBh CEMbH €IIIE
He pacraachk. Ham Hy>KHO OyMaTh He O IPUYUHE CMEPTH, a O TOM, YTO OYAET [Jasblile C TpeThel
BETBBIO.

YcpimmaB 3T0, cTapasi TOCIIoXKa HaKOHelIl YCIIOKOUIACh, IITy00KO B3TOXHYJIA U JOJIT0 MOJT4aia, IIoKa
CHOBa He yCIblllajia TUXui mnaay LIsHe-11. 3aTeM OHa HaxMypHUJIach U CIIpOCHUIIa:

— Yto? Kus3p U cHOBa 4TO-TO 3agyMain?
'y BoaHbMSIHD, BUMS IOOO3PUTENIHFHOCTD B €€ I'J1a3aX, C pa3gpaxKeHueM OTBETH:

— Maryika, MeXay MHOU U TpeTbuM OpaToM OblJla KpOBHAS CBSI3b, S HE MPUUYKHIO Bpefia TPeThel
BeTBU!

— Ecnu Tak, T0 3TO Xopo1io. — CTapaﬂ T'OCIIOXKa4, YCTaB OT BCET'O ITPOUCXOOAIIETr0, MaXHyJlad pYKOfI,
YTOORI MaTyIIKa Cyf/i TIOIOKMJIA eI OOHY IIOOYIIKY. OHa cHOBa BHINHJIA TJIOTOK Yas U TUXO
cKazana. — CKaXx#, 4TO THl 3agyMall... IIOKa 4 emie MOT'Y CIIBIIIIATh.

Fy BsHbMSHE, Ka3anoCh, He 3aMeTHJl CapkKa3Ma B €€ CJIOBaxX M CIIOKOMHO OTBETHUII:

— Ilo MoeMy MHEHHUIO... TIOCJIE CMEPTHU TPEThero 6paTa B TPEThEN BETBU OCTAJICS TOJIBKO OUH
3aKOHHBIY HACIEeOHUK, KOTOPHIM MOXKET IMIPOIOIXKUTE Pof. [laBaiTe YCTPOUM ITOMOJIBKY IJist Xaiu B
TIepUOf Tpaypa, YTOOH IIOYTUTh IaMITh TPEThero OparTa.

Crapas rocnoxa, yCibIIaB 3T0, ClIerka yAUBUTIACh, HO He CTajla BO3paXKkaTh, 3ayM4YHNBO CKa3aB:
— I[MTomonBka? Th x04Yemb IPoOBeCTU 0O COBEPIIEHHONIETHS i Xaliu 3apaHee?
'y BoHbMSIHD, ITOHSB, YTO OHA He IMIPOTHUB, C KICKPEHHOCTHIO B TOJIOCE OTBETHII:

— Temneps, Korfa TpeTHii OpaT yIén, g, Kak rflaBa KnaHa ['y ¥ gapasa Xaliu, MOTY OT eT0 UMeHH
IIPOBECTHU 00PSIT COBEPILIEHHONIETHS.

['y Xaiiu He IPOSIBIISI HUKAKUX 3MOIMH, HO L]gHb-IM, Ka3ajoch, Oblia mopaxeHa:

— Maryuika, cTapiui 6parT... IPoBeCTH 00PSI COBEPIIEHHONIETHS U TOMOJIBKY mis Xaiu? Ho Xatiu
BCETO JIECATh JIeT...

— IlecsaTs NeT — 3TO [AeHCTBUTEIHHO MaJio, HO IIOMOJIBKa BO3MOKHa. — CTapas rocroxa, yCiblIIaB
€€ COMHeHHsI, CTPOT0 IIOCMOTpesia Ha Hee, u LIgHb-11, ¢ KPaCHBIMY T'JIa3aMu, He ITocMesa
BO3paxKaTh. — Terneps, KOra TPeTui OpaT yuiésn, y Tedss 0CTajics TOJIbKO OOWH HacliemgHUK. Eciau Thl
He IoAyMaelb 00 9TOM 3apaHee, Tl XOUelllh, YTOOH TPEThsS BETBb IIPECEKIIach?

— Marymika, g He cMeto! Temeps, Korga Mo TOCIIOOUH VIIEN, s OyAy CNyIIaTbCs Bac... — OTBETUIIA
LigHb-111H.

Crapas rocmozxka, ToBOps 3T0, TocMOTpesta Ha 'y Xaiiu, KOTOPHIM CTOSIT Ha KOJeHsIX 3a L[gHb-1u u
CMOTpEN Ha He€ ¢ pobOCThIO, ¥ CTPOTO ITpUKa3asa:

— Torga cpemnail BCE B TIEPHUOJ TPaypa, YTOOR MHe He MPHUIIIOCH 60JIbile 6eCITOKOUTHCS.

He moxupnasick oTBeTa Llsgub-1m, ['y BSHEMSIHD CHOBA 3aTOBOPHII, €70 B3I CTA MPAYHEIM, H OH
CIIOKOMHO moOaBUI:



— MaryIka, eCcTh elll€ OfHa Belllb, XOTSI OHA ¥ HEYMECTHaA, S X0Tell Okl 00CYIUTh €€ C TPEThEN
HEeBECTKOH.

I'y Yxkucy, cTOSIIIME 3a IXPMOM, YCIIBIIIIAB 3TO, ITPOBET MaIbl[aMHU [0 PYKaBy U eiBa 3aMETHO
yneiOHycs. ETo oTen neiicTBUTENbHO 3agyMall YTo-To.

LIsHb-1111, YCBILIAB 3TO, C YOIUBIEHUEM CIIPOCHUIIA:
— Crapuuii 6paT, YTO BH MMEETe B BULY?

— OOBIYHO CeMelHbIe CEKPETH He BHIHOCST Ha CBET, HO, iyMalo, TPeThsI HEBECTKa CIIbllIana 0 XaiTaH
— Temepb OHA He MOXKEeT BHIUTH 3aMyK 3a HaCJIeMHOTO IIPUHIIA ¥ CTaTh CYIPYTrod HaclegHUKaA.

I'y BoHBMSIHB, TOBOPS 3TO, C COZKAJEHUEM B3MOXHYII, ¥ €r0 CJI0Ba 3ByYaju HCKPEHHE. 3aTeM OH
moOaBuyI, oOpamasich K CTApOy TOCIoxKe:

— Celtyac B OBOPIlE HAIIPSIXKEHHAs 00cTaHOBKa. Ha mBOpIIoBOM OaHKETE ST XOTeN BCTPETUTHCS C
OparolleHHOU HaJIOXKHUIEH, HO JII0IKU UMIIepaTopa HECKOILKO pa3 MeHs OCTaHaBNIuBanu. Ecnu Ovl He
€€ ImpefBapUTebHasI JOrOBOPEHHOCTD, s ObI HE CMOT €€ YBHIETh... fI XOTes paccka3aTh BaM 00 3TOM,
MaTyIlKa, HO U3-3a CMEPTH TPeThero OpaTa HEMHOTO 3afiepxkarscs. [Ipoury mpoieHus.
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