I'y Xait4yao, yCIbilIaB €€ CJI0Ba, CIerka pa3Kajl Iajbllbl, T03BOJIUB YalllKe Yas yIacTh Ha CTOJ C
JIETKUM 3BOHOM. ET0 B3TJIsI[I, TOTHBINA PA3MEIIIIEHUH, 0CTAHOBUIICS Ha rocrnoxe CUHB, a yIbIOKa
OblTa TPOHU3aHa KECTOKOCThIO.

— MaTYH.IKa, OeJi0 He B TOM, CMOT'Y JIK 51 COEPZKATBCSA, a B TOM, COTJIACHEI JIX BHI.

— Pa3 yX THI BCE TOHS, 51 CKaXy IMPSIMO0, — rocrmoxa CHHb, TTISIOA B €T0 I'1a3a, IOTHbIe
yOHUHCTBEHHOTO HaMepeHusi, 00s171ach, YTO OH JEeMCTBUTEIIBHO MOXKET Pafii CBOeH Kaphepsl
pacopaButhcs ¢ ['y XanTan. CxKumasi B pyKe IJIaTOK, OHa Me[JIEHHO ¥ YETKO IMpou3Hecna. — [IycTh
['y XaiiTaH YMPET, HO g X04y, YTOOEI MOSI I0Yb XKHUJIA.

— Tak BOT 4TO BH 3agyMalln.

I'y Xaii4yao yxe maBHO 00qyMbIBasl, Kak n30aBUTHCS OT 'y XaliTaH, HO U3-3a TOT0, YTO rocrnoxa CuHb
Obly1a cTaplei MPUHIIECCOM M er0 POIMHOM MaTePhIO, OH He MOT OCHIyIIaThCs e€. Ecnu OBl OH TalHO
pacnpasurcs ¢ ['y XaiitaH, rocrnoxka CuHb He ocTanack Obl B CTOpOHE. Temneps, IOJIyYUB €€ CoTIacue,
OH YCIIOKOUJICSA ¥, He pa3fyMblBasi, KUBHYIL.

— JlagHo, g ToXe He X04y yOMBaTh CBOIO POJHYIO CECTPY... [Iocye 3TOro He HyKHO OymeT coob1iaTh
XawTaH. {1 BCE MOATOTOBIIIO, MATYIIKa, MOXKETEe OBITh CIIOKONHEL.

locrioxa CuHb, IIOHSB, UYTO OH COOMpaeTCs UCIOIb30BaTh IOAMEHY, B3LOoXHYya ¢ o0nerdenneM. OHa
Bepuna, 4To ['y Xaiiyao 3HaeT Mepy, I03TOMY He CTajla Hu4ero no6aBnsaTs. CUAs pSIIoM C HUM, OHa
HaJua eMy 4Yalo ¥ HaloCle[oK Mpeaynpeauna:

— He 3a0ynb CKPBITH 9TO OT €€ OKPYXKeHUs, HHaYe OHA He CMUPUTCS U 0053aTeNbHO I0XKalyeTCs
KHSI310 — THI XK€ 3Haelllb eé xapakTep? Eciu BCE BRIAIET U3-TI0M KOHTPOJIS, He TOBOPH, YTO 5 He
Ipeaynpexaana.

I'y Xaiiuao, crymiasi HacTaBieHus rocrnoxu CUHb, IOHSI e€ onaceHus: ecnu ['y XaliTaH y3HaeT, OHa,
BEPOSITHO, He 3aX04YeT 0TKa3aThCs OT CTaTyca 3aKOHHOM CTapIled qodyepHu KiaHa [y, ¥ Torga Bce
MIOMIET HAIIEPEKOCSK, a IJIaH C €€ MHUMOK CMEePThIO0 ITPOBAIUTCS.

[Tocrne aToro oHu 06a, IEPEOAEBIINCE, OTIIPABUIUCE B [ TTaBHEIN ABOP, TMie CIy4YaiHO BCTPETUIU
BTOPYIO BeTBb ceMbU. OOMEHSIBIINCh HECKOJIBKUMU T100€3HOCTSIMU, OHH BMECTe BOIIIX B ['JTaBHEBIN
[BOD, TOe, KaK ¥ 0KUaN0Ch, YCblany maad. [1nay ucxomgun ot LIgHB-IIM, 3a KOTOPOU CTOSINIA Ha
kojyeHsx 'y Xaiinu u 'y Xaiiu, ToxXe miauyume. B KoMHaTe 1lapuiia MpadyHas aTMocdepa.

l'ocnoxka Cunb u ['y Xait4ao, yBULEB 9T0, 0OMEHSIIUCH B3TJIAAaMHU U, OIIYCTHUB T'OJIOBbI, TUXO MOMOIIIA
K ['y BoHBMSHIO, KOTOPHIM CTOSA Y KPOBATH C MpayHEIM IulloM. KpaeM ria3a OHU 3aMeTUU
IIpefiCTaBUTEeNell BTOPOM BETBU CEMbH, KOTOPHIE 3a IIMPMOU CTapaTeIbHO TEPJIU I'/la3a, IPUTBOPSASACH
ray00KO omevajeHHbBIMU. M3H-11T1, oAAepKUBaeMasi CBOe! 3aKOHHOM 104ephbI0, 0OCTAaHOBUIACH Y
crona, a 'y BaaeMuns nopomen K ['y BoHbMSHIO U, B3T/ISIHYB Ha 3aHABECKH, 3a KOTOPHIMU JiexKaa
CcTapas rocIoxa, CIIPOCHIT IETIOTOM:

— Crapmmmi 6pat, 4To BOOOIIe TPOU30MII0?

['y BoaHbMSIHD, YCIIBIIIAB BOIIPOC, HE U3MEHHUJT MPAYHOI'0 BEIPAXKEHUS U, B3TJISTHYB HA HET0, OTBETHUIT
CTPAHHEIM, TEMHBIM B3TJISIOM:

— Pa3Be BH yKe He BCE 3HaeTe? 3aueM CIIpallIuBaTh?

Fy BsHbMUHE, BU[S, UYTO TOT HE X04eT TOBOPUTH, ITOYYBCTBOBAII cebs HEeYBEPEHHO. OH TONBKO YTO



y3Has o cMepTu Opara, HO He 3Han nmogpoOHocTel. OgHaKO, TS Ha MpayHoe nuto 'y BoHbMSHS,
OH HE CMOT CHepKaTh JTI0OOIBITCTBA 1, CKABIIUCH OT CTPAxa, TUXO CIPOCHUI:

— MEI 3HaeM 0 CMEPTHU TPETLETO 6paTa, HO HE€ 3HaeM IIPUYUHEIL.

Ero cnosa nosucnu B Bo3nyxe. He Tonbko rocrnoxa Cuab u M3H-1IIN Cpa3y IOCMOTPEJIX Ha HETo, HO U
nyay Lgue-mu npekpatuicsa. OHa, ¢ KpaCHBIMU I'Jla3aMy, IOOHSIA TOJIOBY U, BCXJIUIIBIBAS, CIIPOCUTIA:

— [Ia, crapimmii 6paT, 4To ke mpou3onuio? [louemMy MOM TpeTH TOCTIONUH TaK BHE3AITHO yIIEN?

['y BaubMsiHb 0KHuOan, 4To I'y BSHEMUHD He CIEepPKHUT 3TOT BONPOC, U LIgHb-111 00513aTETbHO
IOXBaTHUT ero. Ho oH caM He 3HaJ, KakK 00bsICHUTL cMepTh ['y BoHbuHa. B3moxHyB, OH MOHSJ, YTO He
CMOXKET YKJIIOHUTHCS, U, OIYCTUB T'OJIOBY, TOMOT LISTHB-IIIM MMOTHATHCS, TUX0 CKa3aB:

— He TPEBOZXKbCs, TPEThA HEBECTKA, 3TO... 3TO OOJITasd UCTOPHI.

LIaHB-111M, YCIIBIIIAB €T0 CJI0Ba U YBUOEB €ro 3aTPYAHEHHOE BhIpaXkKeHue, MOHsa, YTO CMEePTh [y
BanbuHa He OBINIa TAaKOM IIPOCTOM, Kak Ka3asmock. OHa yxke Bupmena Teno ['y BaHbuHA U 3aMeTHIIa, YTO
€ro JIUIIO0 BRITJISIAEIIO CTPAHHO — He KaK y YeJioBeKa, IOrubIIero 0T HeC4aCTHOTO ClTydasi, a CKopee
KaK y TOT0, KTO ObIJT yOUT 110 3aroBopy. Ero yneiOka HalmoMuHama... CMEPTh OT CTPACTH.

B To BpeMms Kak L[sgHb-111 OBITIa MOJTHA 3aMelIaTeIhCTBa U HE MOTJIa CAepKaTh edaly U THeBa M3-3a
cmeptu 'y BoaHbuHA, U3 riyOuHE 3aHABECOK Ha KPOBATH pa3fasics cadbIi, eBa CIIBILIHEIE 0JIOC:

— TpeThbst HEBECTKA, BOUOU.

I'y Ykurcy, TONBKO YTO MOMAOIIEAIINIA K IIKPME, YCIIBIIIAI T0JIOC CTapOy IOCIIOXKY. [IBe JoYepu BTOPOH
BETBU CEMbH, IIEAIINE C HUM, POOKO OMYCTHUIM T'OJIOBH ¥, He PEIIUBIINUCH TOJONTH OI1XKe, TUXO
IIePETOBOPWIN MeXAy co00M, 3aTeM OTOILIIN B CTOPOHY, CJIOBHO CJIy>KaHKH, ¥ BCTAJIU B YIIIy.

I'y YKrcy paBHOAYIIHO IIOCMOTPEN HA HUX, HO, B OTJINYUE OT HUX, He CTaJl IPATaThCA B YTy, a,
o0ouns mupMy, IORHS B3TJIA, HaOmonas 3a CTOSIIKMMY Iepef IUPMOU JIIOIbMHU.

B 3TOT MOMEHT 3aHaBeCKU pa3[BUHYIUCH, U MaTylIKa CyH, C TPeBOTOY Ha JIULe, BhILIIA, KUBHYB [y
BaHBMSHIO, KOTOPBIY CTOSAI PAaoM. Beipaxenue nuna ['y BoaHbMAHA cpa3y CMATYUIIOCH, U OH yXKe He
BBITJIAIE]I TAKUM MpPayYHEBIM.

Bupgumo, cTapast rocroxa Ha 9TOT pa3 He CJIMIIKOM II0CTpajasia OT u3BecTus o cMepTu I'y BaHbUHA.

3ameTus 3T0, ['y Ukucy OBICTPO MOHSAT cUTyauuio, Habmonas 3a MaTyurkoi Cyi u I'y BaHbMsHEM.
Kak TonbKo 3aHaBeCKHU pa3fmBUHYINUCE, LIgHb-1IM 3amiaKalia, 6poCUBIIKMCH K KPOBaTH, He obpatias
BHUMAHMS Ha TO, YTO CTapasi TOCII03Ka TOJIBKO YTO Cejla M e€ JIHUI0 BCE erne Owmo 6memaeiM. OHa
CXBaTHJa MJIaTOK ¥ TPOMKO BOCKIMKHYJIA:

— Marymka!

E€ romoc 3agpozxkan, u I'y Xaumu, cTosias 4yTh II00faib, TOXe 3alilakana. ['y Xaiiu, Ka3anoch,
OTBJIEKCSI, HO €T0 TojIoBa Obljla OIyIleHa, ¥ OH BHITJISAEN TakK, OyOTO ToXKe Iiakai. ['y BaHbMSHB,
YCIIBIIIAB T171a4, BEIPA3U Ha JIUIlE JIETKYIO ITeYallb.

OH, He oOpairag BHEMaHusg Ha ['y BoHbMUHS, TIOOOIIEN K KPOBATU CTApPO TOCIOXKH U C TOKa3HOU
3a00TO¥, CJIOBHO T'TTy0OKO OlledyaeHHbIY, MATKO IPOU3HEC:

— MaTymKa, BBl HAKOHEI] OYHYJIUCh, BBl UCIIyT'aJIX MEHS.



— Yo6upaiics orcioma! — Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 cTapas rOCIIOXKa, TISAs Ha M1avyiyio LIsHb-1111, ocTaBanach
CIIOKOMHOM, HO, yBumeB ['y BoHEMAHS, €€ MU0 n3MeHUI0Ch. E€ rna3a nokpacHenu, U OHa gpoxalien
PYKO¥ yKa3alla Ha [IBepb, BIIEPBhIE 3a BCE BPEMS Pa303JIUBIINACH. — THl YOUJI MOETo ChIHA, KaK THI ellle
cMeelllb 3[IeCh 0CTaBaThCs!

sub-11u ¥ ['y BoHEMUHB, YCIBIIIAB 3TO, IOHAJIH, YTO B CJIOBaX CTApPOU I'OCIIOXKYU CKPBEIBAETCS HEUTO
Oonbillee, CBSI3aHHOE C TaHOM cMepTH 'y BaHbMHA, 1 HACTOPOXKEHHO IpUcayiIanuck. OgHako 'y
B3HbMSAHB, XOTS ¥ He 3aMeTHJI UX IeMCTBUM, TyT Ke OTpearupoBall, arHyB BIEPEN U CXBaTHUB PYKY
cTapoii rocnoxu. OH UCKpeHHe ONYCTUJICS Ha KOJIEHU Y KPOBATH, €ro JIUI0 BEIpazxaso rnevyaib OT
notepu OpaTa ¥ PaCTEPSIHHOCTb.

— Marymka! XoTsI CMEPTb TPeTbero OpaTa CBsi3aHa CO MHOM... T He BUHOBEH B ero rubenu. TpeTuit
OpaT moru6 pagu Hamero kKjaaHa ['y! Bel HOKHEI IIOHSTH 9TO ¥ He THEBATHCS, YTOOL HE HABPEIUTh
CBOEMY 3[J0POBBIO!

— IMousiTh? — YcmbimaB 9Tu ciioBa, LIsHb-1td ¥ ['y BSHEMUHB Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aCThIIA, HO OBICTPO
BEPHYJIUCH K CBOUM POJIIM: OOUH — MedalibHBIM, Apyrasd — mnavyinas. CTapas rocroxa ke X0JI04HO
cMmotpena Ha ['y BoHbMsHS, BEIpBajia CBOI PYKY U C IOKPaCHEBIIUMHU I'Jla3aMy [Ipou3Hecsa. —
IMOHKMaI0 TeOs, HO KTO IIOMMET TBOETr0 IIOKOMHOro 6paTa?!
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