Cunb KOaHbaHb, YBHIEB, 9TO OHAQ, JaXKe 6}7}1}7‘-11/1 10D €TI0 KOHTPOJIEM, IIBITAETCSA YI'POXKAThE €EMYy 3TUM
HEN3BECTHBIM KETOHOM, y'J'IbI6Hy'J'ICH C eIBa 3aMETHOM HAaCMEIIKOH! ¥, HAKJIOHUBIIIKACE, TUXO IIpOu3HeEC:

— HanoxHuiia, BaM Jy4llle TOBOPUTH THUIllE, UHAYE, €CITM KTO-TO YCIIBIIIUAT UM CITy>KaHKHU Bac
3aMeTsT, BaM MIPUIETCS OTBeYaTh 3a MpeIioboessHie ¢ TOCTOPOHHUM MYKYUHOM, U HUKTO He
CMOZKEeT Bac cractu!

LI310HB-ITM HE 0XKHUOAJA, YTO OH He OOUTCS, U MOHSJIA, YTO OH IIPHIIEN He pagu XXeToHa. B eé roiose
cpasy ke BO3HUKJIA MBIC/Ib, ¥, OPOCUB B3TJISIA Ha JIeXKalryio psmoM ['y YKuI3uH, OHa CAesasa BUf,
4yTOo KoJiebieTcs, U cKka3asa:

— Kucts IIPHKa3a HaXOOUTCA TaM...

Cunb K0aHbaHb IIPEMIITIONOXKMII, UTO OHA 3HAET, KaK MCIO0Tb30BaTh 9TOT IIPEAMET, U, YCIIBIIIAB 3TO,
BHUMATEJIbHO IIOCMOTPENT Ha Heé. 3aMeTuB, KaK OHa OTBOIUT B3TJISM, OH IIOHSJI, YTO YTO-TO HE TakK,
HO 0e3 cTpaxa IOJouIes K OKHY, OTKPBIT MEOHEIN SIIUK U BEIHYIT He(PPUTOBYIO KUCTh. BHUMATETEHO
OCMOTpEB €€, OH aKKypaTHO 3axaJl €€ B OKOHHOM paMe U Habiofars, Kak U3 KUCTHU BeIpBaJICs OeJIblii
IBEIM, YCTPEMUBIIHICS B TEMHeIoIIee Hebo.

Korpga Genblii pIM MOAHSJICS B HEO0 U paccesiyics B TyMaHe, B T'Mla3ax L[310Hb-1IM MeNIbKHYa TEeHb.
MyxX4uHa B YepPHOM, CTOSIBIIMH PSIOM, ITOHOIIEN M CHSJ cepeOpsHyIo UTIY C e€ 1en. [Ipexnae yueM
OH YCIIeJI IOBEPHYTHCS, OH IIOUYBCTBOBAJI XOJIOM 3a CIIMHOM, ¥ pa3facs NeqsHOMN IoJioC:

— Krto THI? [Touemy y Teb6s xeToH Llouxya?

Cunb OaHbaHb ellle He ycIien 00epHyThCS, YTOOB YBUAETh, KTO CTOUT 3@ €ro CIIMHOM, KaK 3aMeTHI,
41O LI310HB-11IM y2Ke BCTajlla U CMOTPEeJia Ha Hero C efiBa 3aMeTHBIM TOP2KeCTBOM. OH IOHSJI, YTO 3TOT
r'0JIOC CBSI3aH C XKETOHOM, U y2Ke coOMpascs MOBEPHYThCS, KOTTA YCIIBIIIA, KaK roJI0C 3a ero CIIuHOou
CJierKa OpPOTHYJI, ¥ XKEHCKUU r'0JI0C, HU3KUU Y XPUILJIBIY, IPOU3HEC C HOTKOU COMHEHUS U HaleXIbl:

— Heyxenu TEHL... CBIH HAIlEr0 rOCIOAUHA?

LI310HB-1ITH, YCJIRIIIAB 9TO, MHCTUHKTHUBHO XOTEJIAa YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO B 3TOT MOMeHT CuHb F0aHbaHb
Pe3K0 00EPHYJIICS ¥ YBUIEI CTOSIIYIO ITO3a0u HEro XeHIIUHY B 0eJIoM OfesTHUY U C 0eJ10i MacKoi Ha
nurie. OH ¢ yOWBIIEHHEM OCMOTPEJT €€ U Kpermye CXKaJjl KEeTOH:

— T®I TONIBKO UTO CKa3aJsa... TOCIIOOUH"?

— TBou rna3a... — B 9T0T MOMEHT XeHIIMHa yBUfesna nulo Cunb FOaHbaHS ¥ €r0 TEMHO-CUHUE
r7a3a, OCBellleHHbIe JIYHHEIM CBETOM. BMecTo Toro 4ToOnl pa3rHeBaThCs, KaK Oxkupgana L[310Hb-IH, 1
oToOpaTh KETOH, OHa, Ka3aJIoCh, ITOHsJIa YTO-TO U, COEJIaB IIar BIiepel, IOKJIOHUIACh eMY, TUXO
CIIPOCUB. — BHI... CBIH TPUHIIECCHI?

Cunb FOaHbaHb, yCIIBIILIAB CIIOBO «IIPUHIlECCA», U3MEHUIICS B Nulle. [IBaAnaTh JIeT Ha3ayd B Benukoi
llu npuHILlecca U3 IJIeMeHU YKyp4KaoHel npubsuia B MUHAY U CTajla HalOXHULEH uMIepaTopa. ITo
osuta U-¢oit, maTe Cunb F0ansnuna u Cub FOanbaHsa. TOT, KTO CMOT y3HATh €T0 U Ha3BaTh
IIPUHIIECCOM, HaBepHsIKa ObLT U3 TeX, KTO IIOMHHUJI T€ BpEMEHa.

Cunp KOaHbaHb OBII OOJHOBPEMEHHO YOUBJIEH U cOur c TOJIKY, €ro Bpa}KI[e6HOCTI:> HEMHOI' O
YMEHBIINIACH. OH He 3aMeTHJI, KaK U3MEHHUJIOCH TUIT0 1I310HB-IITH, KOTHa KEHIIHA Ha3Balla ero
CBIHOM IIPHHIIECCEI.

— Ilpunnecca?



2KeHIuHA, YCIIBIIIAB €TI0 BOIIPOCUTEILHEIN TOH, CHSIJIAa MAacKy, OTKPHIB CBO€ CIIOKOMHOE JIUI0, U
BHUMAaTENbHO ocMoTpena Cunb F0aHbaHs. Yepe3 MrHOBEHME OHa C JIETKOU TPYCThI0 CITPOCHUIIA:

— Ipunnecca Muxsub poguiia 6IM3HENOB, ¥ Y MJIafIIero Oy ronyosie rna3a. Bel — ToOT [ISTHII
IpUHIL?

Cunb KOaHbaHb CMOTpPET Ha HEE C CJI0KHHIMU 4yBcTBaMu. OHa rosopusia 06 Y-}t Tak CIOKOMHO, €€
nu1o 66110 GIeMHBIM, HO B BOJIOCAX BUTHEUCEH CEOble MPSIOU, CIIOBHO OHa Oblyia yke HeMmonoma. OH
IIPEIIONIOKUII, YTO OHA OblyTa OOHOM U3 TeX, KTo 3Han M-¢ai B mpoirnoM. OH BCIIOMHUJ, YTO 1[310Hb-
mu cnyxuna Y-Gay, 1 y Hero BO3HUK BOIIPOC O IPOUCXOXKAEHNY XKeToHa. Kak Takas nmpocras
HaJI0XKHUIA, Kak LI310Hb-111, Moria 06/1afilaTh TaKUM MOTYIECTBEHHBIM IIPEIMETOM, KOTOPHII
IIPUBJIEK YeJIoBeKa C TaKOW CHUJIOM, YTO OH IOSIBUJICS 0e3 IMpemynpeXaeHns, 1 KOTOPHIXA 3HaN 0
IIPOIJIOM?

ET0o COMHEHUS TOJBKO YCUIUIUCEL. BONMBIIMHCTBO CUJI, KOTOPHIE M-(haii mepxkKaa B pyKax Iepen CBOen
CMepThi0, OBIITIH IIepeialkl eMy, HO KaKas CBSI3b OblJIa MEXIY 9THM KEeTOHOM C HafMuChio «I[1oHXya»
U 3THUM YeJI0OBEKOM?

C stumu MeicnsiMu Cunb FOaHbaHb YABIOHYIICS, M €70 TEMHO-CUHUE T'1a3a 6JIeCHYIN:
— IMpunnecca U4xk9Hb... BBl TOBOPUTE 0 MOer MaTepH... U-pair?
KeHmuHa, yBUEB, 4YTO OH He 3HaeT, Oblla yAuBIIeHa, HO Yepe3 HEKOTOPOoe BpeMs KUBHYJIA:

— U-dai... ma, 3TO TUTY, KOTOPHIM fan eil uMneparop Benukou 1u nmocie Toro, Kak oHa BOIIJIa BO
IBOpeTI.

Cunb FOaHbaHb Ha MTHOBEHUME 3aMOI4all, BCIOMHUB, YTO €r0 MaTh He mobumna YIIOMKUHATBh CBO€ MMI.
OH nuilb OJHAXK/IBL BUIET Ha eé Beepe I/IepOFHI/I(l)bI «49K3HB>. Tenepb, YCIIBIIIAB 3TO OT KEHIIMUHEI,
OH THUXO B3OO0XHYII:

— Tak 3Baju MOI0 MaTh... M43K9HE... TOJIBKO ceryac s Y3HaJI 3TO...

— Ecnu BB 3HaeTe MOIO MaTh, Haxe e€ HaCTosIIee UM, ¥ 3HaeTe 0 Hac ¢ OpaToM, ¥ 0 MOUX Tlla3ax...
TOTTIa Balll TOCIIOAUWH, HOJIXKHO OBITh, OBITT 0O4EHB OJIM30K C MOEH MaTeEPhIO?

Cunb FOaHbaHb 3aMeTHJI, KaK €€ B3TJIAA CTajl CJI0XKHBEIM, 1, CJIeTKa IOIIeBeIUB MajbllaMi B pyKaBe,
OH yKa3all Ha L[310Hb-11IM, KOTOpas y2Ke He MOTJia CKPBEITh CBOM CTpaX, ¥ C YIBIOKOM CITPOCHII:

— Tor, KT0 OBl 6TM30K C MOEHM MaTepPhi0, HAaBEPHSIKA He OBIT MPOCTOM HAOXKHUIEN, 0COOEHHO TaKOou
TPYCIUBOM. Balll rociofivH, MOJIXKHO OLITH, HE OHA, BEPHO?

2KeHIMHA, YCIbIILIAB 3TO, IPE3PUTEIHLHO TIOCMOTPeNIa Ha LI310Hb-111, e€ B3TJIA OBIJT OCTPHIM, KaK
HOX, ¥ SIBHO He IUTAJl K Hell HuKakKou cuMnaTtuu. OHa B3TJITHYJIa Ha KEeTOH U, pa3apakKeHHO
(bBIpKHYB, CKa3ana:

— Kak 310 B03M0KHO? ['ocTioguH — 3T0 rocrnoguH! Moy rocrioguH OeCTBUTEIbHO HOCUTT (paMUImnio
11310HBb, HO 9TO TOYHO He OHa!

3aTeM, He 06pa1_ua;{ BHHMAaHUA Ha SaﬂYMqHBBIfI " CJIETKa ynHBJ’IeHHBIfI B3rnan Cuab KOaHbaHS, OHa
YKa3aJla Ha 1I310HB-IITH ¥ XOJIOIHO IIpon3HeECIa:

— Ona Onlna CHy}KaHKOfI Moero rocnopgvHa. Korga rocnogux yMeDp I1oCjie POgoB, OH DTOBEPHUII en



HaIlero MOJIONOT0 TOCIIOAKNHA, HO OHa CKPhUIA €T0 JIMYHOCTh, U 51 He MOTJIa ero Haiitu. MHue
IIPUILIOCh TOTYUHATHCS €€ YyTp03aM M 0CTAaBaThCS PSAIOM, YTOOR! 3aIIUINATh €€!

Cunsb KOaHbaHb yBUOEN, Kak L[310HB-IIIM, CTOS MEPEN 3TOW KEHIIWHOM, ITIOYTH BHIIPHITHYIA OT CTPaxa,
Y TIOHSJI, YTO XKEHIIMHA F'OBOPHUT IIpaBAy. B TOT XKe MOMEHT OH BCIIOMHUJ yiiefguero 'y Yxkucy, ero
MOTyXIIee JINI0 ¥ SPOCTHBIN CIIOP MeXAy HUM M L[310Hb-111M, ¥ TO, KaK L[310Hb-11IM OTHOCHUJIaCh K HEMY
u 'y YkunzuH no-pa3soMy — «Heyxkenu TOIbKO MOS cecTpa — Ballla o4b, a 1 — HeT?!»

Korpga I'y Uxkucy IporM3HeC 3TH CJIOBa, B €r0 Tojioce Oblyla CKPHITAst HEHABUCTh, HO TAaKXKe U
obneryenne. Cunb K0aHbaHb 3HaJ, YTO HUKOTAA He 3a0ymeT 3T0. Temepb, BCIIOMKUHAS OTHOIIEHNE
LI310HB-IIIM ¥ BUAS, KaK 3Ta KEeHIIIMHA OTHOCUTCS K HEM, B €T0 T0JI0OBE MEeJIbKHYJIa MBICIb, 1 OH
Cepbe3HO CIIPOCHUIT:

— Barr Monogo# rocrmogud — 3T0...7
2KeHmuHa B3OOXHYTIa, ¥ Ha €€ JIKlle TIOSBUJIOCH BEIpaXKeHUe COXKaJleHus:

— Torpa Iltouxya, 4TOOH 3aIUTUTE rOCIIOANHA, Oexkanu B Benukyio YKoy, HO IOUTH BCe OBITU
TSKeJI0 paHeHHl. JTa Clly’KaHKa 3acTaBuia Hac IIPOMYCTUTh POXKAEHWE MOJIOLOT0 IOCIIOANHA, U
Korpa L{foHXya ITOJTHOCThIO BHI3IOPOBEIH, MIPOIIJIO HECKOJIBKO JIeT. MBI BEPUIM, UTO OHa He oOMaHeT
Hac, HO OHa YIIOPHO MoOJjYasa, ¥ 0 CUX ITIOP MBI He 3HaeM, OBIJT T MOJIOMOM TOCIIOAUH MabYUKOM,
IEeBOYKOM uy OJIM3HeIaMu, U I'e OH ceryac...

Cunb K0aHbaHb, YCIIHIIAB 9TO, TOYTH CPA3Y IMOHSIJ, YTO Jaxe eciu ['y Yxkucy He OBIT TeéM, KOTO OHa
Ha3bIBaJla MOJIOILIM T'OCIIOAMHOM, OTHOINEHKe [[310Hb-IIM K HEMY U TO, KaK OHa, ITOCJIe ero yXofa,
CXBaTHJa XKETOH KaK CllacaTeNbHbIHM KPYyT, He o0pallias BHUMaHUs Ha HET0, TOBOPHUJIO O TOM, 4To I'y
YKHMCY TOYHO He ObLIT €€ CHIHOM.

— ...9T10 Uxkwucy, mpaBga? — YBumes, Kak auio [[310Hb-1IM CTAHOBUTCS BCe O0jiee UCIyTraHHBIM, U KaK
OHa OTCTYIIaeT K KPOBATH, CJIIOBHO IIHITAsICh 3aKPHITh c000ii crsimyto 'y UxkuusuH, Cuib OaHbaHb
Cy3WUJI TJ1a3a, Pe3K0 MOBEPHYJICS U, yKa3bkiBasl Ha HEE KETOHOM, XOJIOMHO ITpou3Hec. — MoJsofoi
TOCIIOOXH, 0 KOTOPOM OHa TOBOPUT, — 3TO YKuCYy, ga? YXKHUCY... OH He TBOU CBIH, ITpaBaa?!
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