— Tebe He HYXKHO 3HATh, I'le Th. — YelnoBeK, CKPHLITHIH IO KAIIOIIOHOM, YIILIOHYIICS, U €T0 T'yOhI
ClerKa MPUIIOMHSIIMCh, 3aCTaBIISS TO3BOHOYHUK COTpPOraThCs. Ero romoc cran eré 6oee XpUIIIEIM U
HU3KUM. — B mo6oM ciy4ae, Tyna, KyOa Thl XOTeJI IIOIacTh, TH O0/IbIlle He BepHEMIbCS. JIydlie
CIIOKOMHO OCTaBalCs 3[IeCh U OTBeYall Ha MOU BOIIPOCHI.

Bau O gpozkain BceM TeJIOM, IIEITasICh OTIION3TH Ha3aj, HO €N, IIPOH3UBIINE €T0 KITIYHITH,
MIPAKTUYECKH IPHUKOBAIX ero Ha MecTe. OH MOT TOJIbKO KPHUYaTh U30 BCEX CHITL:

— 4 Bcero nuus cnyra KnaHa ['y... 4 Hudero He 3Haw! KTo TH Takou? 3a4eM TH MEHS CXBATUII?
YenmoBeK, CMOTPSIINI Ha HETO CBEPXY BHU3, YCIIBIIIAB 3TO, TOUEMY-TO IlepecTa yarbaThCs:
— 4 cxBatun Te0s1, YTOOH CIIPOCUTD, TIOYEMY THl XOTEJT HABPEJUTh CBOEMY TOCIIOTUHY?

Baii 1O, yCIEIIaB CJI0BO «TOCIIOAWH», B TIa3aX MPOMEJILKHYJIO 3aMeIlaTeIbCTBO, U OH HEBOJILHO
po6opMOoTa:

— CBoero rocrnopuHa... Tel TOBOPHUILL 0 cTapiieM rocrnoause? Het, mogoxau! Tl roBoputis o I'y
Yxucy? Tel yenosek 'y Yxkucy!

Cunb F0aHbaHb, CKPHIBIINH JTUIO MO/ KAIIOIIOHOM, XOJIOAHO CMOTPEJT Ha HEro ¥ ¢ HaCMEIIKOH
IIPOU3HEC:

— TrI He Tak YX H TJIVII.

— Tol... Tak THI mo60BHUK ['y Uxkucy! — Baii IO, yBumeB ero peakuuio, B MTHOBEHUE OKa IIOHS 4TO-
TO, ¥ €T0 JIUI[0 UCKA3UJIOCh, OH IIPHUCTAJILHO CMOTPEJI Ha HETo, IIOTePsB YaCTh CTPpaxXa ¥ C HEHABUCTHIO
npomunes. — HeynuBuTenbHO... HeynuBUTENBHO, YTO OH IOACTABUJI MEHsI, OKa3hIBAeTCs, OH yXKe
[laBHO He HeBUHEH, BCETO JIUIIb PACIyTHHIM Mep3asel, Idy!

Cunsb I0aHbaHb, yciblas, Kak oH ockopOnset 'y Yxkucy, B3rJA ero cTasl X0NOAHBIM, Kak néf. OH
OTCTYIIUJI Ha WIar ¥ MPOU3HEC:

— IIpomouTe emy poT.

EnBa OH 3aKOHYMJI, U3 TEMHOTHI BRICKOYMIIA TE€Hb, JTUI[0 KOTOPOH ObIT0 HepasnuuuMo. OHa CXBaTUIIA
Baii FO 1, HeCMOTps Ha ero KpuKU U COIIPOTHUBJIEHUE, PE3KO OKYHYJla ero rojioBy B BOAY, IO3BOJISS
KPOBH CMEIINBAThLCS C BOAOMW, a 3BYKH IIJIeCKa 9XOM Pa3HOCHUIIUCH 10 TIOMEL[EHUIO.

— M-mMm... Her... Cacure...

Baii FO, ¢ cuoit ymepKuBaeMblIii IO BOJOM, TOCIe HECKOJIbKUX MOIBITOK BEIPBATHCS MMOGIETHE]T,
OBIXaHKEe CTaslo NMpephBUCTHIM. CHHBb FOaHbaHb ClerKa MOgHSI PYKY, BEJIEB TEHU OTCTYIIUTH, U,
XOJIOOHO SO Ha ero XXKalKui BUM, TUXO0 IPOU3HEC:

— B mepBHIit pa3 s mpocTo mpoMoio Tebe pot. B cnenyromuil pas, ecnu 0ygenrs 60aTaTh TIYIOCTH,
nocyencTBus OynoyT xyzxe. CKaxKu, 3a4eM THl XOTeJl HaBPeOUTh eMy?

Bait O, TONIBKO YTO IEPeXKUBIINYN TakKue My4YeHUs, IIOYTH BCE Telo ero 0oseno. OH U3HAYaAIbHO
00s17ICST 9TOT'0 MeCTa, HO, Y3HaB, YTO ero CXBaTU/IM pagu MecTH 3a ['y Yxkucy, mogHOCThIO cioMarncs. B
rja3ax ero YnTajaach HEHABUCTh, HO OH He CMeJI OCJTyIIaThCsl, C TPYOM BHIIIJIEBLIBAS BOAY,
IIPEPBIBUCTO OTBETUII:

— I'y Uxwucy... OH Bcero NUIIb CHIH OT HaJOXHULE U myaH! Ero 6pak u Tak He B ero BIacTU... Eciu



OH BRIMET 3aMyXK 3a 60raToOro CTapuka, CTaB ero BTOPOM JKEeHOM, jTy4yiie Okl OH BBIIIEST 3@ MOETO
Opata! Ecnu 651 I'y Ukucy ObIT YeCTHBIM, MO¥ OpaT ToxKe Obla ObI YeCTHHIM... Eciu Ob1 6paT XKeHUIICS
Ha 'y Uxkucy, oH cTan 6bl pOICTBEHHUKOM KitaHa ['y, u 51 OBl TOXK€ MOT CJIe[OBaTh 3a CTaPIIUM
rOCIIOOUHOM. MBI OBl IIPOCTO ITOMOTAJIKA APYT APYTY, YTO B 9TOM IIJIOXOTO?!

Cunsb I0aHbaHb, cryuias ero, CTAaHOBUJICS BCE X0JI0AHee, MOHUMas, 4yTo Bait FO kynun sy, 4To05
BTSIHYTh CBOEr0 OpaTa, UCK/IIOYUTENILHO U3 CBOUX JINYHHLIX UHTEPECOB, He 3aAyMbIBasiCh O TOM, UTO B
TAKOM 3HATHOM KJIaHe, Kak ['y, HemtoOUMBIY CHIH OT HaJIOXKHUIIE], IOTEPSIBIINY HEBUHHOCTD, HE
IIPOCTO BHIMAET 3aMyX 3a TOT0, KTO er0 00ec4ecTu.

— B3anMOBBITOIHOE COTPYOHUYECTBO? THI €I11€ MOXKEIIL TAKOE TOBOPUTH!

Ecnu Ob 06ecyenieHHBIM ObIT KTO-TO U3 3HATH, 3TO OBIJI0 OBl OMHO [EJI0, HO eCJIM 3TO IIPOCTOM CIIyTa,
Kak Opat Boii 10, Bait CaHb, ero OBl IPOCTO 3aBEPHY/IM B IIMHOBKY U BEIOPOCUIIN B OPaTCKYI0 MOTHILY,
a I'y Uxwucy 6bICcTpO «3a0osesn Obl» uiu OBIT OBl BEIOAH 3aMy2K 3a KOT0-TO U3 HU3ILIETO COCJIOBHS,
OCTaBUB ero Cyab0y Ha BOJIIO CIy4asi.

Iymasi 06 3TOM, OH MEeMJIEHHO MOJOIIEN K OacCceiHy 1, HacTynuB Ha Bait FO, CHOBa IOTPy3us €ro B
BOMY, Habmomas, Kak OH O0PeTCsi, XOJIOMHO TPOU3HECS:

— TrI X0TET, YTOOHI OH ZKEeHUJICA, HO CIIPOCHUII JIX THI €TI0, XO4€eT JIN OH, YTOORI €T0 OTPABUJIIH, XO0UET JIK
OH OBITH C TBOUM 6paTOM, X04eT JIM OH CTAaTh }KeHOfI-LHyaH?

Boaii 1O, BEIPBEIBASICE U3-II00 €r0 HOT'H, CJIOBHO OoJbilie He 0OsIJICS ero, II04YeMy-TO Ha4all XBaCTAaThCA,
€ro rjia3a, CJIOBHO OTPpaBJIEHHBIE, CMOTPEJIN Ha HETO. Ilazke B TaKOM 2KaJIKOM COCTOSHUU OH He
YIIYCTHUII BOSMOXKHOCTHU HaCM€EXaThCA:

— Vnen myaHa... Pa3Be He B TOM, YTOOBI BRIUTH 3aMyXK 3a MYXKUMHY U CTaTh KeHOH-myan? I'y Yxucy
BBITJIIIUT TaK, HO pPa3Be Y HETo yXKe He eCTh TalHbIN JTI000BHUK, KakK TH? 4 Tebe roBopio! Eciu TH
IIoCMeelllb MeHsI CXBaTUTh, MoM OpaT Tebs He ocTaBuT! U cTapmuii rocnoguH... Ecnu oH y3HaeT, 4To
s IIpOIasi, OH 00513aTeIbHO HAWIeT MEHS. ..

Cunp FOaHbaHb 3HaJ, 4T0 Bay IO He 3HaeT ero HaCTOSAILIET0 UMEHHU, BEPOSATHO, AyMasi, 4YTO OH
CKPHIBAET JIUII0 ¥ OEPKUT ero B3allepTU U3 CTpaxa mepeq BiacThio KinaHa ['y. OH He cobupancs
HUYero o0bsICHSATD, HO, YCIIBIIIAB, YTO JaXKe B TaKOM cocTosiHuM Bait FO Bce emée nymaet o I'y
Xaif4ao, CJIOBHO TOT HEMCTBUTEIILHO OB IJIST HETO BCeM, Jaxe mogymai, uTto ['y Xaidyao MoxKeT ObITh
MHTEPECHBIM YeJI0BEKOM, HO I'0JIOC €r0 0CTaBaJICSA XOJIOOHBIM U PaBHOLYIIHBIM:

— TrI yke HaCTaBUJI €My pOra, ¥ Thl BCEro JUIb ciyra. OH Bpsf U gacT Tebe gaxe UM, He TOBOPS
yX&e 0 TOM, 4TOOBI MCKaThb TeO0s.

— Tt Bpémb! — Bait O, cTucHyB 3y0OHI, 37100HO CMOTpPENT Ha HEro, yBepeHHO Bo3paxas. — CTapIiui
TOCIIOOUH I00UT MeHs, MHayue 3aueM Obl OH ITOPYYHUJI Tocroxke 3a00TUThCst 060 MHe! [Taxke Korma
CTapIIKY rOCIIOOUH ye3xKaJl 10 fiejlaM, TOCIIoXKa, 3amnupas MeHs, He cMeJla ype3aTh MHeE ey U Bofy!
A Temieph TH TOCMET MeHS cXBaTUTh! Ecu cTapimii ToCTIOAuH yY3HaeT, OH Tebe moKaxeT!

Cunb lOaHbaHb, YCIIBIIIAB €r0 OIIpaBOaHWA, YCMEXHYJICA, YYBCTBYS, YTO OHdKe 'OBOPUTE C HUM
OdaJIbIll€e HEBBIHOCUMO:

— Twt gymaens, I'y Xatiuao mepenan Te0s I'y XalitaH, 4TOOH 3alUTUTD T€0S?

— YT0 TH X0Uelllb CKa3aTh!



Boaii 1O, YBHOEB, 9TO TOT IIOBEPHYJICA XU PACTBOPUJICA B TEMHOTE, ITIOYYBCTBOBAJI HEYBEPEHHOCTE H,
HEBOJIbHO 3aKpHU4aJl eMy BCJIe[:

— Bepaucs! OO6BSICHH, YTO THI UMEEITH B BUTY!

Kamio1ioH coCKONIb3HY C er0 YEPHHIX BOJIOC, 00HaKKB CBEPKAIOIIYI0 He(PUTOBYIO KOPOHY, OCTPhIE
yépHBIe OPOBU U Te TEMHO-CHUHUE TJ1a3a. ['yOrl, KpaCHBIE, KaK KPOBB, CJIerKa MPUIIONHSIINUCH, U U3
TEMHOTHI pa3fascs roioc:

— 3aBapH OBEPb HArJyXo, IOCMOTPHUM, CKOJIBKO OH CMOZXKET IIPOXKUTH, ITPOAOJIZKAA BUOETh CBOU CHEI.

C 3TUMU CJI0BAaMHU OH BHIILIEJ U3 TOTAWHOW OBEPHU, OCTABUB 3a COO0M HU3KMM I'0JI0C, COPOCHUT YEPHBIN
TTaln ¥ Gpocut ero Ha cTyn. ITomoias K OKHY, OH OTKPBUI €r0 U KOCHYJICS IaJibIlaMy IIBETYIIEN
rpywy. Bosixasg apoMar LIBETOB, OH BHE3allHO U3MEHUJICS B JIALE U TUXO IIPUKa3al:

— [TozoBute K03 M3ii, MHEe HYKHO € KOe-YTO [IOPYUUTE.
— Ila, TOCIIOOHH.

B To BpeMs Kak denoBek B [I0KOSX IPUHIIEB CPHIBAJI BETKY T'PYIIN U C YIBIOKOM CMOTpE Ha He€E, B
KoMHaTe [IBopa XKyuiu B pe3unerunu K134 M 'y Yxucy Takxke NpUCTaIbHO CMOTPETI Ha CBETIIO-
3€JIEHBIU I[BETOK TPYIIX, CTOAIMIKY Ha dalle. HeKoTopoe BpeMs OH 3agyMYUBO CMOTpPEJI Ha HETo, a
3aTeM NoBepHYyJcs K LluHxyansb, yOupaloieit B KOMHaTe, ¥ CKa3al:

— Ilo3oBurte Xy fI, MHe HYKHO €My KOe-4TO IIOPyYUTh.

LluHXyaHb, B 3TOT MOMEHT yOuparouiass KOMHaATy, Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMepJia, Ha JIUIE €€ MOSBUIIOCH
COMHEHMeE, ¥ TOJIbKO Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BPeMSsI OHa PeIIniach MOBEPHYTLCS U, TS Ha IPOGUIIb
CBOETO0 TOCIOAMHA, TUXO0 IIPOU3HECNa:

— l'ocniopuH...
I'y Yxkucy, yCrblllaB €€ HeyBepeHHOCTD, TIOBEPHYJICS K Hel U C yJIBIOKON CIIPOCHIT:
— YT0 cny4unocs?

LluuxXyaHb BCIIOMHHUJIa BCE, YTO IIPou30Iio cerofus. OHa u Baii FO conpoBoxmanyu rocrnoauHa, HO
BEPHYJIUCH TOIBKO OHU OBOe. [T03:Ke OHa ychbiiana, 4To Bau FO xoTen oTpaBuTh rOCMOANHA, HO B
uTore otrpasun ceds. E€ uyBcTBa K Bait FO u3MeHuIuCh 0T 6€CIIOKOMCTBA K CJIOXKHBEIM, ¥ OHA JOJIT0 He
3HaJla, KaK K HEMY OTHOCUTHCS, II09TOMY HEYBEPEHHO IIPOU3Heca:

— BrI cka3anu, uto Bai FO oH...

— CeropHsuIHre COOBITUS TH Y2Ke 3Haelb. Bait FO xoTesm 0TpaBUTh MEHS, HO 51 BOBPEMST 0OHAPYKUIT
3TO, ¥ S Cy4YalHO Momas K HeMmy. Tereps OH, BepPOsSTHO, OYOEeT C BeIMKUM KHs13eM Bao u 6osblie He
BEPHETCH.

['y Uxucy He npupaBal 9TOMy 0OJIBIIOr0 3Ha4eHUS, IUIIb CTajl 00jIee OCTOPOKHEIM B BOIIPOCE
OAT0TOBKY 060eBhIX CyT. C yIBIOKOM OH YKa3asl Ha OKHO M TUXO0 J06aBuUI:

TpeTbe 00HOBNIEHNE.
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