I'y YKrcy MOYTH MHCTUHKTHUBHO XOTEJ YKIOHUTECS, HO €CJH OBl OH JeWCTBUTENIEHO OTCTPAHUIICS,
Cunb JIuHbXya, KOTOPOTO OH C TPYAOM OTBafXJI, HABEPHSKa He 0TCTasl Obl. [IpUIIIOCH €My 3aCThITS,
TI03BOJIUB TOMY NPUOIU3UTECS. YTONKY I'y0 eBa 3aMETHO IIPUIIOAHSIIACH, CJIOBHO OT POOKOM YITBIOKH,
a MSTKMM TOHOM OH CTapaJiCcsi CKpPHITh TTy00Ky10 37100Y:

— Ecnu Baie BricouecTBo c061aroBoIuT Npuiity, Yxkucy OymeT oueHb pam.

Cunb JIuHbXYa, TONYYUB YIOBIETBOPUBIINM €T0 OTBET, KPAaeM Ijla3a 3aMeTuJ1 OeJI0CHEXKHYIO MOYKY
yXa COBCEM PSIOM CO CBOMMHU ry0aMu, IIpU JIyHHOM CBETE BHITJIIEBIIYIO TAKOU CO0Ia3HUTEILHOM.
Emy HEBOJIBHO 3aX0TEJI0Ch IPUKYCUTD €€ U IIOCMOTPETh, HE IOKpacHeeT nu oHa. OGHAKO OH BCerga
yMeJ OTJIMYHO CAEPXKUBATH CBOU IIOPHIBEL. XOTS B [yllle eMy XO0TeJI0Ch HeMeJIEHHO BOCIOIb30BaThCA
'y Uxwucy, u3-3a HefgaBHel "tarHou BcTpeun” I'y Uxkucy ¢ Cunb FOaHbaHEM U CBOET0 XKeJlaHUs
IIOJIHOCTBIO 3all0JIy4YUTh 9TOI'0 YeJIOBeKa, OH PellXyI e CTBOBaTh He CIellla U Me[JIeHHO
BBIIIPSIMUJICS.

Ot ropsuero nbixanus Culb JIMHbXya y camMoro yxa ['y UkKucy uyTh ObIO HE IOTEPSIT
camoobrafilanue 1 He HaOPOCHUIICS Ha Hero. YBuzeB, 4uTo CuHb JIuHbXya He CIIellla BRIIPSMUIICS U,
y7nbeI0asich, MOBEPHYJICS, CKPHIBIIKUCH B rajiepee, oH cy3ui ria3a. Ha Cunb JIuHbxXya Oblja TOYHO
Takas Xe KHsXKeCKas ofexna, Kak u y Cuns FOaHbaHs, HO Ha B3rnaf ['y Uxkucy, ero yxonsammn
CIIMHOU CUTTYST ObUT 0€3MEpHO YPOLTIKBee, UeM y TOro YesioBeKa. ['y UKucy HeBOIbHO IPUILYPUIICS,
C TPYLOOM IIOfaB/isas YOUMCTBEHHEIN OJIECK B Tla3ax.

Epsa I'y Yxkucy managed to send away Cunb JInHbXya ¥ IOBEPHYJICS, YTOOH Ha NPy HauTH 'y
Yxkuxyas u I'y Yxkunsus, Cusb FOaHbaHb, fepxka B pyKax IIyCTO# cOCyx ¢ BuHOM "benad rpyma”, ¢
pa3BeBarIIMMCS Ha BEeTPY IJIAlloM U CJIerKa IIOKPaCHEeBIIXMY LleKaMy, BEPHYJICA B CBOU ITOKOU. OH
IIPUCIIOHUIICS K OKOHHOU paMe, 3aTEPSIHHO T Ha IPYLIEBYIO POIy B, CIIOBHO 3aCThHIB B
OLleTIeHEHUHN.

[To3amu HETO Pa3[@asuCh ATy, OCTAHOBUBILMECS HETIOJAIEKY, ¥ U3-3a YIJIa BHIIE] MyKYKMHA B
TIapYOBOM XajlaTe C Y30POM B BUIE TafaloIUX JIEIECTKOB, B TEMHO-CHHEN MEX0BOM HaKUIKE C
n3o0paxeHueM 6esoro cioHa. OH ObUT UyTh HUKE POCTOM, HO CTaTh ero Oblyia 605iee U3SITHOMU.
Bcren 3a ero B3rISIIOM OH ITOCMOTPEJI TYZa XKe U, YBULEB JIXIIb JIETSAIINe BO BCe CTOPOHHI JIETIECTKH
I'Pyll, HEOOYMEHHO HaxMypu OpoBH.

— Ou? Yero 3acTrin? B 3TOT pas s Te0s onepenun, 3Ty YapKy NuTh Tebe!

Cunb IOaHbaHb, BHE3AMTHO OYHYBIIKMCH OT €TI0 CJIOB, BEIIPSIMUIICS, CKOJIB3HYII IT0 HEMY B3TJISIIOM U
MeIJIeHHO MepeBest riaa3a 06paTHO. B ero TEMHO-CMHUX 3pavyKax YTO-TO MepLasio, HesSICHO, 0 YEM OH
oyMarit.

Csio E, cTapImumii CHIH ¥ HaCJIeOHUK T1aBH KiaHa Cso u3 XKysHa Cso YaHbMKUHA, KOTOPOTO
UMIIEPATOP TUYHO Ha3HAYHU/I BEeJIMKUM MapIajoM BOKCK, C IeTCTBa ObIT APyroM, He pa3
pa3[esnsBIINM XKU3Hb ¥ CMepTh, ¢ Cuub F0anbaneM. CTOHMIIO CIIYYUTHCS IBOPIIOBOMY MHUPY, OH CPa3y
Ke GexkaJ Bo mBopel]. IT0osIBIIsI/ICS OH Ha GAHKeTe JIKIIb [JIs BALA, ¥ CTOMI0 YHHOBHMKAM BOEHHOTO
BEJOMCTBa IOMILITAThCS IOJONWTH, KaK OH Hcue3as OeccienHo. Ecau uMnepaTop mOCkUIal JIIofel Ha
PO3LICKH, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB €TI0 00s13aTeIbHO HaXOMUIK B IMTOKOSX [IITOr0 MPUHIIA, H IIPUTOM
BOPe0Oe3ry IbsSHBIM.

[MockonbKy otel] Csio E KoMaHIOBa MOIIHOM apMUel ¥ TOCTOSTHHO OXPAHSIJI TPAHUIIE 3a IpeaeiaMu
TiepeBajia, UMIIepaTopy OBUIO HeymoOHO CTPOro Haka3kiBaTh Csio E. OmHAKO TO, YTO OH He JII00U
Cunpb HOaHbaHs, 6bIJI0 U3BECTHO BCEM CAaHOBHUKAM ABOPA. I103TOMY BIIOC/IECTBUY, KOT/Ia
yCTpauBajy JBOPIIOBEIE IIUPHI, ABOP IO-IpeKHEeMY OTIpaBisi Csio E yka3s, HO G0JIbIe He OCTaBIISII



OJId Hero MecCTa. I/IMHepaTop IIO3BOJIAJI €My, JINIIb TOJIBKO HAYMHAJIOCHh ITUPIINECTBO, 6paTB BHHO U
0exarTh K HﬂTOMy IIpUHIY, 00JIbIIe He o6pa1ua5{ Ha HETO BHUMAaHUI.

[Tpo1mo MHOTO IeT, ¥ MHOTYE BOeHadyallbHUKU IIPY ABOPE, YYUTHIBas oTHouleHue Cso E, He
OCMEJIMBAJINCEH CIIMIIKOM CHJIbHO 3710C0BUTh 0 CuHb FOaHbaHe, 001agaioIeM TEMHO-CHHUMHU
rra3aMu. HampoTuB, OTHOLIEHHUS T'PaXKHaHCKUX YMHOBHUKOB ¢ CuHb FOaHbaHeM OBITH BeCbMa
HATSHYTEIMU, 0COOeHHO y 'y BoaHBMSHS, MOYUTAIONMIEero Tpaguimu. YneHoB ero ceMbu CuHb FOaHbaHb
HU pa3y He BU[eJ], UMEHHO II03TOMY OH BCTpeTua ['y UKHKCy B IEPBHIM Pa3 U COBEPLICHHO HE y3Hal
€ero.

Csio E monro Msinicst psijoM ¢ HUM, HO He MOXKOAJICs HUKAaKoM peakiuy. HakoHell, 0H CTPaHHO
OTJISIAENT ero, Tla3a BAPYT CBEPKHYIIH, ¥ OH HEOXKUIAaHHO I'POMKO 3a0pall eMy IIPSIMO B yXO:

— Bame BricouectBo, [1aThIi mpuHIl! Pa3Be MBI He JOTOBOPUINCH COPEBHOBATLCS B JIETKOU
TMMHACTUKE U COPBaTh LIBETOK I'PYIIM C CAMOT0 BEICOKOTO JiepeBa BO ABoplie? KTo BepHETCS
IIOCTIEIHUM — TOT HaKa3biBaeTcs BUHOM! [ToueMy ThHI Che30UIT U BO3BpAlAelIbCs KYIbHAYATH?!

YesnoBeK, TYIO YCTABIIUICS Ha IIBETKU IPYIIM, B3APOTHY OT €r0 KPUKa, XOJIOAKO B3TJISIHYI Ha HETO,
TIOTISITUJICS. HAa PACCTOSTHUE BBITSHYTOM PYKHU U JIUIIHL IIOTOM CHOBA IIOJHSII T'OJIOBY, IPOOJIKAs
YCTaBISATLCA Ha TPYLIY.

Csio E, yBUEB, YTO €T0 KPUK He BO3BIMEII NEeHCTBHUS, T0-HAaCTOSAIeMy 3acoMHeBasics. OKHHYB ero
B3TJISIIOM CBEPXY HOHU3Y, OH CIIPOCHIT:

— OW, a roe COpBaHHBIM TOOOM IIBETOK TPYLIN?
YernmoBek, MPUCIOHUBIINICS K CTONOY rajepen, He MOJHSN faXe BEK, OTBeYas:
— Ymarn.

— Ynan? — Xots cHapyxku Cs0 E BHITJIAeNn IpeKpacHbIM I0HOIIEeH, eclii yOpaTh 3Ty KPaCUBYIO
IIKYPY, BHYTPH OH OB Tpy0, KaK HUKAKOM OPYTOM. YCIBIIIAB OTBET, OH LIIMPOKO IIATHYJI BIIEPET,
IIPSIMO TIepes HOCOM 3aflyMUYMBOI0 YeJioBeKa, U, TPAXHYB COCYOM C BUHOM "benas rpyma‘, 4yTe He
yOapui UM eMy II0 JIUIY, TPOMKO OpS:

— Ynan — 3Hauut npourpan! Ilex ckopeii!

Cunp FOaHbaHb HUYETO HE CKa3aJl, IPOCTO B3SJI COCY[, CAeall IJIOTOK 1 JepkKai ero B pyke. Ha aTor
pa3 OH He CMOTPEJ Ha TPYIIY, a JoCTal U3-3a Ia3yxu He(PUTOBYIO IIOABECKY U IIPU SPKOM TYHHOM
CBeTe Tepen IOMOM CTajl BHUMATEJIbHO €€ Pas3TIIsigbIBaTh, MajbLbl MEAJIEHHO TTIaAUIN TEKCTYPY
HedpuTa, CIOBHO MUIlla HAa HEH YTO-TO.

Csio E, yBUIEB, UTO TOT B3SJI COCYH, HO HE ILET, HaxKe MIPU CBOEH Me[JIUTETbHOCTH IOHSJI, YTO YTO-TO
He Tak. OH IepecTas TOPOIUTh €T0 MUTh U, HAIIPOTHUB, MTOACEIT MOOIUKE, CIIPOCHB:

— ...Twl 9yTO TaM pasrnsgabBaelb? He Oyments TUTh?

Cunb lOaHbaHb, 3aMeTUB €ro NpubuKeHne, OLICTPHIM OBUKEHUEM IIEPEBEPHYII PYKY U KPETKO CXKaJl
IIOJIBECKY, 3aTeM OecIIyMHO 3aCyHY/ €€ B pyKaB. YT0OOBI CKPBEITH 9TO, OH CfeJian 00JIbIIOH TTTIOTOK
BMHa. TEMHO-CHHUE TJla3a SPKO ropeyii B HOYHOM TbMe, CJIOBHO MOTJIM 3aKeUb OTOHb:

— 4 mopmo3peBaro... 4YTO CErOfHS BCTPETHI... (et TpyI?



Csi0 E, ycrpilaB 3TH C/I0Ba, OCTOJIOEHEI 0T U3YMIIEHHSA:
— ®ero rpym?
— BepHo.

'nsaps Ha yBepeHHO KuBalollero pspoM Cunb K)aHbaHs, B3TJISIH KOTOPOTo OBLI sSipue IYHHOTO CBETa,
Csio E ucnmyranHo CTJIOTHYJI, YYBCTBYS, YTO €My TPYIHO BEIOABUTH 3BYK.

Omnako Cunb FOaHbaHBb, TO 1M HE 3aMETUB €T0 U3YMJIEHUS, TO JIU IIPOCTO UTHOPUPYS €ro, CHOBA He
creltia oOaBHUII:

— U nputom ¢ero-MyKUNHY.

— ...0er0-myxunHy?! — Kpacuboe KHUKHOe 1UL0 Cs10 E MrHOBEHHO UCKa3uJIOCh 10
Hey3HaBaeMoCTH. OH MHCTUHKTHBHO MOTSHYJICS PYKOM MOTPOTaTh €ro j100, He MPOCTYOUJICS K OH U
He OpeduT U OT Xkapa:

— V¥V 1e6s uTo, nuxopapka? Heyxenu BCTPETUI NpUBUeHUE?
— O yém yymsb?

Cunb K0aHbaHb, BUOS, UYTO TOMY He BEPUT, He CTajl 00BSCHSATH. [IoNKB [0 AHA BUHO "Benas rpyma" u3
cocyma, OH IIPUIIYPUIICS U OPOCUTT COCYH B HETO. II0TOM BHIIPSIMUIICS ¥ OONBIIMMHU IIaraMu
HaIpaBUJICI IPOYb C ranepeu. Bckope ero ¢urypa crana yoaniaThCsA U BOT-BOT AOJIKHA Oblla
VCUE3HYTh U3 10Jig 3peHus Csgo E, HO royoc ero 3Bydasn SICHO U YBEPEHHO:

— EcTb uM4 u paMunus, Kak ke MOXKET 3T0 ObITh IPU3PAKOM?
— EcTb emé u uMs ¢ hpamunuen? Torga HaBepHOe... He IpU3paK?

Cso0 E pednekTopHO moiiMasn OpoIeHH b cocyn 06enMu pyKaMu, Tpo6opMoTa YTo-To U cobpascs
paccipocuts noapobHee, HO MOAHSB I'1a3a, He 00HAPYKUIT YEPHOU CrIUHBEL. OH pacTePSHHO 3aCThL
Ha MecCTe.

— Dii-31, Kyfa ThI?!

['anepesi MOCTENEHHO MOTJIOTHIA YEPHYIO TEHD, @ BMECTE C HEIO M 9XO0 pa3faBIIuXCs ciioB. Ocrancs
JIVIIB Y€JI0BEK, KPEIIKO CKUMAIOLINH COCY/, KOTOPHIH HOJIT0 CTOS, TJISAS B IIyCTOTY, HE B CHJIaX
IIPUUTH B CebsI.

EnBa BRI U3 ranepeu nepen nokosmu, Cuas KDaHbaHb BHE3AITHO OCTAHOBUIICS, B3TJISIT €T0
IIOTEMHEJI, ¥ OH HU3KHUM T'0JIOCOM I103BaI:

— IOHy.
Kak TonbKO rojoc ynas, TeHb 6eCIIyMHO OIIyCTUIIacChk, CJIOBHO IIEpO.
— X039HH.

Cunb IOaHbaHb NOAHSAT HeQPUTOBYIO TIOABECKY C ABYMS PHIOaMU, MIETKHYII 110 HEH TaJIbIleM,
TI03BOJIUB €l IOBEPHYTHCS OOUH pa3 IIPU JIYHHOM cBeTe. [1oce KOPOTKOT0 MOJTYaHUS OH TUXO
IpHuKa3an:



— HemenneHHO BHISICHY, YETI0BEK MO0 UMeHU 'y UXKHUCY, KOTOPBIA CMOT y4acTBOBATh B JBOPILIOBOM
UpYy...

Ora dpas3a obopBanack Ha mMonycaoBe. YemoBeK B YEPHOM KHSIKECKOM XajlaTe CIIOBHO 0 YEM-TO
BCIIOMHMJI, CTOSI Ha MECTe ¥ HEMHOT'0 IT0OJyMaB, He BhIIepXkaj | IIpo6opMOoTa:

— Mor y4acTBOBaTh B ABOPLIOBOM NIUPY, 3HAYUT, ABISETCSI OOHUM U3 YIEHOB CEMbU YMHOBHUKA
paHra He HuXe TpeThero. A ¢damunus I'y... Ecnu pamumnusa 'y, To OH HaBepHSKa U3 KnaHa ['y B
pe3ugeHnnu KHI34 U.

MEICTIb IPOHECIaCh MTHOBEHHO, ¥ OH BAPYT IIOHSJI UCTUHHOE IIPOUCXO0XKAEHNE TOro YejoBeKa. CxkaB
HeQPUTOBYIO IIOOBECKY C IBYMs pPhiOaMu, OH YETKO ITPOU3HEC TI0 CJIOTaM:

— BrisicHu 1Ipo X0351MHa B pe3upeHunu KHA35 M no umenu 'y Yxkucy.

CkazaB 9T0, OH 00epHYJICS, HO He YBU[IeJ, YTOOH NOTYMHEHHEIN yién. CuHb KOaHbaHb PEIIUI, YTO B
3TOM fieJie eCTh YTO-TO CTPAHHOeE, U CJIeTKa HaXMypuJl 6poBU, Cepalle ero TSIKeJO0 OIMyCTUIOCh:

— Kak, ¢ 9TuM 4eJI0BEKOM 4YTO-TO HE TaK?

YeloBeK, CTOSIBIINY Ha KOJIEHSX B €TI0 TEHH, YCIJIBIIIAB 3TO, Ha MTHOBEHHE 3akoJjie0ascs, a IoToOM
THUXO0 OTBETHUII:

— X035I1H, 3TOT YeJI0BEeK MHE U3BEeCTEH.
Cunsb IOanbanb 00epHYIICS K HEMY, TEMHO-CHHIE 3DaYKU 3aCBEPKaIU:

— Tebe u3BecTen?
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