— Momnopoii X034HUH... TO4YeMy?

lluaxyaHb, COOpPaBIIUCh YKYCUTh HUTKY, 3aMepJia, fepxka B OJHOU pyKe UTJly, a B IPYTrOd — HUTH, U C
HefoyMeHHeM BO3pa3uiia:

— ¥V Bac u Tak Maso XopoIIel OfeXak, a ekeMeCcsSIHoe Moco0ue elle u ype3aT KHATuHA. Eciu He
3alITONATh 3TOT PYKaB, BHL...

I'y UXKucy CKOJIb3HYJI B3TJIAIOM II0 OfleKIe, ero MBICIIM Ka3a/luCh JajIEKUMU, U OH, Ka3aJioch,
Pa3MEBIIIISAI O YEM-TO:

— STy omeXxny Bupeila CTapaﬂ rocnoxa. KHATUHS, BO3MOXKHO, 386}7I[8T, HO CTapaﬂ TOCIIOZKa TOYHO
He 3&6YJIGT. Ecnu oHa 06eLuaJ1a YCIIOKOUTH MEHA, 3TO He ITPOCTO IIyCTEIE CJIOBA.

]_[I/InyaHB, YCIEIIIAB 3TO, CPa3y &Ke 3aropeiacsk:

— Mornopoii x035iuH, 3Ha4uT, CTapas rocroxa yepes napy AHEU IIOOAapUT BaM HOBYIO ogexnay? Ecmu
TakK, TO B 9TOM IOy BaM He MPUHETCS OECIIOKOUTLCS 0 3UMHEN ofleXKMe, KaK 3I0POBO!

I'y Yxkucy, Bums e€ pafocCTh, CJIeTKa OIYCTHUII I'la3a, OTTOHSSA OT ce0sl BOCIIOMUHAHUSA, U Ha €ro JINIe
mosiBUjIach cjaabas yinbiOKa. Ero B3rsm CKOJb3HYI Ha CTOsIIIee HEIIOMAIEKY 3epKao, ¥ ero Maslbllbl
KOCHYJIUCh €T0 Xy[I0T0, IOYTH KOCTJISIBOTO JINIIA, CJIOBHO OH BU[EN B OTPakKeHUU APYTroe JIUL0 —
IIpeKpacHoe, C TOHKUMHU OPOBSIMU U T'J1a3aMu, IOJOOHBIMY OCeHHEH BOMe, TUI0, B KOTOPOM OBIJIO YTO-
TO HEYJIOBUMO XKEHCTBEHHOE.

— Jlaxe ecnu y MeHs OyeT HOBasi Ofek/ia, B TAKOM TOIIEM TeJjie OHA BCE PaBHO OyJEeT BUCETH
MEIIKOM.

lluHxyaHb, OTJIOKUB OLEXKAY, PaSOCTHO MOANPLITHYJIA U TYT Xe fo0aBuma:
— Krt0 370 rosoput? I1o-M0oeMy, MOJIOLOU XO3IUH CaMbIi KPaCUBBIM!

Cxka3aB 3TO, CTy:KaHKa HaKJIOHUIACk, 4ToOb Hanuth ['y Ykucy dalo, u, MOJOUAS K HEMY, BAPYT
BCIIOMHMJIa 0 4€M-T0. OHa ITOpHIJIach B pyKaBe U, [OCTaB UTO-TO, [IOJIOKUJIA 3TO IIepef X035IUHOM:

— Ax 3, 4 4YyTh HE 3a0kn1a! Momnomo# X03sH1H, BOT Ballld IE€HLIH.

[Tepen TeM Kak OTIIPABUTHCS B I'MaBHEIN oM, I'y Uxucy otman LluaxyaHb Bce CBOU COepeXeHus,
oracasiCh, UYTO OHA He CMOXKeT ORICTPO YroBOPUTh MaTyIIKy MuHb. Ho, K ero yausnenuto, LluaxyaHs
CMOTJIa BEpPHYTh YaCTh OEHET, XOTS UX 0CTaJIoCh COBCeM HeMHOro. OH B3sJ1 cepebpo B PYKH, B3TJIAHYII
Ha HEro ¥ PaBHOMYIIHO CIIPOCHUI:

— Tak Mano ocranocs?
[luHXyaHb, BUIS €r0 3alyMYMBOE BhHIpaXKeHUe, HaflyIa I'yOsl ¥ BO3MYIIIEHHO OTBETHUIA:

— Baime moco6ue ¥ Tak HEBEJIMKO, a BHI eIIlé JTI00uTe MOKYIaTh CTaphle YepHUIIa U KHUTH. K ToMy Xe
BRI JAJTM MaTyIIkKe MUHb HEMHOTO IEHEeT, TaK YTO OCTAJI0Ch COBCeM Mario... O 4éM BE AyMaeTe?
Ceiiuac TOJIBKO CepearHa MeCsIla, a Y Bac yKe IOYTHU HEeT fAeHer. ECiu B 3TOM MecsIie Bl 3aX0TUTe
KYIIUTD ellé OyMaru uiax Y4epHUJI, TO BO BTOPOM ITOJIOBUHE Mecslla BaM MPUAETCS MUTAThCS BO3AyXoM!

I'y Yxkucy 3Hai, 4To 0Ha OECIIOKOUTCS M3-3a TOT'0, YTO OH MHOTO JIeT ObIJT B HEMUJIOCTH, U €T0
3aKOHHAs MaTh, Korfia Obljla He B AyXe, ype3alia eMy efly ¥ Bofly. B meTcTBe OH HECKOJIbKO pa3
BOPOBAJI €Mly V CIyT U U3 KyXHH, YTOOH He TonomaTh. [[310Hb-1111, 3aHsTas 3a60TOM 0 JouepH, He



3aMeyalia ero crpamasui. [Io TOro KakK OH ITOIAJT BO IBOPELl, OH ObIT MATKUM U IIOKOPHBIM, ¥ KaXK[IbIH
IeHb, KOTa eMy YOaBajaoCh JOTPOHYThCS OO0 OyMaru ¥ YepHUJI, OH He YyYBCTBOBAN Cce0s HECYACTHBIM.
Ho oH He mMoOHKMaJI, 4TO ero XKU3Hb OblNa TOPOH XyKe, YeM y 0OBIYHOTO ChIHA HAJIOXKHUIIEL K
COXKaJIeHHIo, KOT7la OH HaKOHeIl CMOT XUTh B IOCTaTKe, ero cepfile OO0 yKe pa3buro.

— Crapble YepHUIIa ¥ KHUTH...
Te Bely, 0 KOTOPBIX OH KOT'Ia-TO MEeYTaJll, TeIephb Ka3auCh eMy TAaKMMHU CMEIIHbIMH.

I'y Ykucy MpoBEN NabllaMu 110 CTOJY, THIe JexXally JoOpoTrue YepHuila u OyMmara, U TUXO IIpHUKa3ar
LuHxyaHb:

— Cobepu BCE, 4TO UMeEeT BO3PaCT, U Te YepHUIIa, 32 KOTOPHIE 51 KOT[a-To 3amIaTuil 00JblIie
IeHbTU. Y MeHS eCTh CIIoco0 MPeBPaTUTh UX B JEHBIH.

Vix HBIHEIIHee MoJI0XKeHre ObIJI0 TSKEIBIM, ¥ B ToOMe 3aKOHHAs MaTh U CTapIIas CecTpa He OCTaBSAT
€ro B IToOKoe. MaTymka MuHb A1 HUX He IPeACcTaBlsia yrpo3sl. bonee Toro, ¢ Tex mop KakK OH
BO3POMWIICS, Y HET'O MOSBUIUCh HEKOTOPHIE IIJIaHbI, U, €CJIU OH He ouubarcs, UX OCyIleCTBIeHUe
noTpebyeT OoJbIINX feHer. [JaxKe eClIi OH CMOXKET IIPoJiaTh 3TH YepHUIIa U Gymary, OTKyna B3sSTh
OCTalbHBIE CPefCcTBa?

Ceropus kuaruug u Ctapas rocroxa II0CCOpUUCh, a CTapas rocroxa Ka3Huja ClyXKaHKy cTaplien
CECTPHL...

'y BoubMsIHb HeHaféexkeH, a oT CTapoy roCIoXY TOXKe HUYero He SICHO...

OtpaB npukag, ['y YKucy BepHYJICS K CTOJY U MaIllMHAIbHO Hayall BOOUTH IajbllaMy 110
TIOBEPXHOCTH. ET0 nasnbliibl clly4aiHO KOCHYJIMChH YET0-TO, ¥ OH 3aMep, OIYCTUB TJla3a, YTOOH
paccMoTpeTh 3T0. Ero 3pauku BiepBbie 3aCTHUIM Ha MECTeE.

— 37T0... 4TO?
[luHXyaHb, YCIIbIIIAB €r0 rOJI0C, TYT XKe HaKJIOHUIACh, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETH, U C YIBIOKOM OTBETHUIA:

— Mornopoit X031H, 3TO Ballla He(ppUTOBas MOABECKA C ABYyMs pribamu. Brl uTo, 3a6bin? JTO Balla
camas IleHHas IoABecKa, MoAapoK OT MAaTYIIKU Ha Ballle AecaTuneTre. Bol HOCUNIK €€ C OeTCTRa.

— HedpuTtoBas nmogBecka c AByMs pribaMu...

I'y Yxucy Me[IeHHO TIOAHST IIPO3PaYyHyIo 3eJIEHYI0 TOBECKY IIepe[ Ila3aMy, ¥ ero HajIbIlkl
OpOrHyyu. ITO OblNIa Mapa phid, 00BHBAIOIIKX KeMUyKKUHY. KauecTBo HedpuTa ObIJIO HE CaMBIM
y4IuM, ¥ pe3bba 0CTaBIIsiIa KeJaTh JY4IIero. 9To ObIT IOJAPOK, KOTOPHEINA MOTJIa COEIaTh CEMbS
CPemHero mocTaTka CBOeMy PeOEHKY Ha IPa3MHUK. B KHIXKECKOM JoMe Jaxe CIIy4aiHO
BBICTABJIEHHEIE HE(PUTOBEIE IITUPMBI OBLITH JTyYIIIe.

9To OBLT eTUHCTBEHHEIH TOJAaPOK, KOTOPHIHU 1[310Hb-11TH TTOflapuia eMy Ha IeHb POXKOeHUs. XOTs OH
He CTOHJI TOYTH HUYETo, B MPOIIJION KU3HKU OH OepekKHO XPaHUII ero 0 YeTHPHAOIATH JIET, TI0Ka eT0
He YKpaJsl 4ejIoBeK, cBamuBIuuiics ¢ Heb6a. OH monro ropeBas 00 3TOM, TIOKAa OMHAXK/IE, KOTHa BCE
M3MEeHUJIOCh, OH CHOBA YBUMEII 3Ty IIOOBECKY, HO €T0 CepAle yXke OBII0 pa3buTo.

MoxkeT, CXOOUTh TIOCMOTPETh Ha LIBETHI IPyIIn?

B TOT rom, Korfa OH jexkaj Ha caMo¥ GOJBIIOM Ipylie B JBOPIIOBOM Cafy, COPBAJ BETKY C eIlé



HEPACKPHIBIIMMHUCS IIBETAMHU, YKPAIIIEHHEIMU POCO#, ¥ BCTABUII €€ cebe B BOJIOCH, OH Ka3aJics
IIpeKpacHEIM, KaK HeflocsiraeMas 3Be3fa. Ero BEICOKOe TeJio MOTJIo OOHSATDH €ro IeJIMKOM, HO B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB OH yMep y HEero Ha pykKax, y/bl0asch, C 3aKPHITEIMYU I'JTa3aMU, CUSIOUINMY, KakK 3BE3MHL.

OH cxaJl MOBECKY B PyKe, MPUXKaJl €€ K CB0OeMY X0JI0THOMY JIUITY, CJIOBHO YyBCTBYS TEILNO,
HCXOMsINee OT Heé, TeIJIO TOI0 eMMHCTBEHHOT0 YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIN HCKPEeHHe JTI0OMITI ero ¥ TOTOB
OBLT OTHATH BCE, YTO y HETO OBIIO, UL ObI OH ObLT cHacT/IKB. OH TUXO IIPOIIEITall:

— YaHtbaHb...

Cunsb F0anbanb, Mytafmmii 6paT ero meporo Myka Cutb KOaHbu U CBOOHEIN OpaT ero BTOPOro Myxa
Cunsp IOaurnuHa, ObUT CHIHOM HanoXHUIE Y. XoTa Cruab OaHbOUH OB IIOX0XK Ha OOLIYHOTO
yernoBeka u3 Benukoi Ly, Cunbs F0aHbaHb YHaCIEOOBal TEMHO-TONTy0ObIe TJIa3a CBOEH MaTepu-
XY4K9HKU. B ©uMIepaTopCKOM [BOpIie, Ie BCe Ipe3upaiy Xy4xkasHoB, Cuab F0aHbaHb C TAKOU
BHEITHOCTHIO OBITT 00peYEH Ha HEMUIIOCTh. MIMIlepaTop HeHaBUAET €T0 3a I'/la3a U fdaxXe Mocle
COBEPIIEHHOIETUS HEe Jal eMy TUTYJIa UJIA 3eMellb, OCTaBUB €r0 HUYTOXKHBIM MSATHIM IPUHIIEM.

Ho uMeHHO 3TOT Ipe3upaeMblii BCeMH TISTHIM MPUHI] II0CTIe CMEPTH HUMIIepaTopa YOI BCeX CBOUX
OpaTheB, 3aXBATUJI BIACTh Haf Bemukoi LIu u, BMECTO TOTO YTOOLI CaMOMY B30MTH Ha TPOH, TTOCATHUI
Ha Hero Mo0MMOT0 YeJI0BeKa, a caM IIorub B HeyIaYHOH IIOMHITKE TePeBOPOTa.

A0XyH, TH 3Haels?

Hamra maTh manma MHe u OpaTy uMeHa «[IuH» U «AHb», XKefas, YTOOLI MBI XKUJIA B MUPE U
CIIOKOMCTBUHM, HE CTPEMSCH K BEICOKOMY TPOHY. HO pa3Be B 9TOM MUPE MOXKHO IOIYYUTh TO, YETO
X04Yelrn?

Kak u T0, uTO g nosmo0un Te6s1. KTo Mor momyMarth, 4To 5 o6 Tebs?

Ero rosoc, TONHLIA CMeXa, CTIOBHO BCE eIlé 3By4asl Y Hero B yIlaX, HO, CXK¥MMas TOOBECKY B PYKe, OH
BIIPYT SICHO IIOHSIJT — JlazKe eCJIM OH ITPOXKUBET eII€ OfHY XKU3Hb, YeJIOBEK, KOTOPOTO OH JII0OUT U
KOTOPOMY OBIJT JOJIKEH, y2K€e IaBHO MEPTB.

Ou moru6 He oT pyku CuHb JIMHBXYA, @ U3-3a €T0 KEeCTOKOCTH.

I'y YKucy 3anpoKuHYJ TOJIOBY, 3aKPHLJI TJ1a3a, U ero Masibllbl Hobeenn 0T HaupsxkeHus. ETo romioc,
BBIPBABILUICS U3 YCT, OBLT JIETKUM, KaK IIbIJIb, YHOCHMAsT BETPOM:

— C Tor0 mHS, KaK MBI BCTPETHUIMChH, TH CKA3aJjl, YTO CUUTAEILIh MEHS CBOUM [JPYTOM, U 5 TOBEPHUIL...
OH omwm0cs B MoOBY K OMHOMY Y€JIOBEKY, TI03TOMY OOJIbIle He MOT IOBEPSIThH CBOEMY CEPALY.
A TOT, KTO IefiCTBUTEIIBHO JTIOOUT €T0, yMep y Hero Ha Tiia3ax.

On IIPUHSAJI JIO2KE 34 IIPpaBAOYy U IIOJIYYMJI TO, YTO 3aCIIyKHIIL. Ho oH Tak u He MOHSI HaCTOSIIen m00BY,
IIOKa OHA He YyIJla HaBCermga.

Kak rmymo.
U TH, U 4.
— ...YHaHBaHb.

Coyctsa Kakoe-To BpeMs ['y Uxucy HaKOHell OTKPBLUI I'Jla3a. B TeMHOTe ero 3padyku ropeiu, CJI0BHO B



HUX ITbIJTaJ]I HEYTaCUMBIH OTOHb:
— Ecnu B 3TO# XKU3HU... T CHOBA BCTPeUy Tebs, THI BCE eIll€ 3aX0Uelllb...
Ecnu B 3TOii XKU3HU I CHOBa BCTpedy Tebs, TH BCE eIl€ 3ax04elllb OBITH CO MHOM [0 KOHIIA.

4 6osmbire He mpegaM Tebs.
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