— CTapaﬂ roCIoxa, eciii 00JbIlle HUYEro He HY2XHO, 4 yOalIdI0Ch.

T'ocmmoxxa CuHb Habm0Oana, Kak YKuioHb, O71eIHas OT cTpaxa, Obl/la BHIBEOEeHA. XOTsI OHa Oblna
YeJI0BEKOM C TTTyOOKMM YMOM, HO HOJITHE TOMbl IIPUBBIK/Ia KOMAHIOBaTh, @ €€ BCIBIIbYUBEIN XapaKTep
He TT03BOJISIJI € 0CTaBaThCS CIIOKOMHOM II0CJIe TAKOTO IIOBOPOTa COOLITHI. Temeps, KOTa yrpo3a
OblTa yCTpaHEeHa, OHA X0Tejla YUTH.

— CTapiuas mo4yb CErofHs TOXKe Mepexua 10K, ¥ 5 X04uy HaBeCTUTh e€. Hapmetocs, Ctapas
roCIIoXa...

Crapas rocmoxa, fepzKaBlllas Y4ETKM, HA MTHOBEHUE 3aMepiia. E€ B3TIsig CKOMb3HYII 110 JIULY
rocroxu CuHb, U OHa CIIOKOMHO CKa3aJa:

— lMomoxnu, MHE eCTh YTO TeOe CKa3aTh.
3aTeM OHa MOBePHYJAch K I'y YKHUCY, KOTOPHIHA BHIIPSIMHUIICS, U €6 JIUI0 CMSITUYKUIIOCh:

— Cycy, ceromHs T IEPEKUII 0K ¥ HecIpaBemJInBOCTh. babyika momnét 2Kyiuss ¢ To60# B [BOP
2KyHnu, 94ToOB! MpHUHEeCTU Tebe YTO-HUOYOb A7 YKPEIJIeHUs 3M0POoBbs. TH eI1é He ONPaBUJICS, UOH U
OTIIOXHHU.

I'y Ykucy moHMMaJI, 4TO 3TH CJI0BA 03HAYAIOT, YTO €T0 XOTST YIAIUTh, YTOOE 06CYIUTh YTO-TO
npyroe. OH yzKe BHIMTPAJI 9TOT PayH, 1 00JIbllle HUYEro He U3MEHUTCS, T03TOMY OH IIOKOPHO
KMBHYJI. YX0[s, OH CIlellajibHO OPOCHII TIOJTHBIN MTpefaHHOCTY B3rIsA Ha ['y BoHbMSAHS, 3aCTaBUB
TOTO Ha MCHOBEHUE 3aCTBITh C YAILIKOU 4as B PyKe, IIpeXfe 4eM IIOUYTUTEIbHO OTBETUTE:

— BHyK cnywaeTcs.

Kak Tonpko I'y Uxkucy Beimen, Ctapasi roclioxa BHE3allHO yCMeXHYJach, 60J1blile He HalloMUHas
xoJyiofHOTO 6omxucaTTBy. OHA CXKajla YETKU B pyKe U ITOCMOTpeia Ha rocrnoxy CHHb, Yb€ BEIpaKeHNe
JIUIa U3MEHUTIOCh:

— HeBecTka, 0o Toro Kak Cycy IpHIIEN, TH X0Tena, YTOOH s 1 Baiie BeicouecTBO yBUIeIH IIPaBayY O
TOM, YTO CJIy4HUJIOCh C TBOeU mouepnio? Temeps, KOraa TH IOJIy4YUsia IIpaBay, Thl YCIIOKOUIACh?

F'ocmoxxa CHHBR M3MEHUJIACH B JIMIlE, HO He IMocMesia Bo3pa3uTh Ctapoi rocmoxe. OHa nuib Opocuia
YMOJISAIOWIKY B3TJISAM HA MyXKa:

— Marymika...
'y BoHbEMSIHB, YBUIEB B3IJIAL KEHE, CJIeTKa CKJIOHWUII FOJIOBY U IIONIPOCUII 3a Hee€:

— Martymika, JIMHBCH ITPOCTO OECITOKOUIIACh O OYEePH, OHA He X0Tejla HaMepeHHO 00BUHATEL CyCy.
[Toxanyiicta, IOUMUTE €€.

Crapast rocmoxa, BUfisl, YTO CHIH 3aCTYIUJICS, He CTala Bo3paxkaTh. OHa CHOBa HaydaJja rnepedupaThb
YETKM ¥ CIIOKOMHO MaxHyJla PyKOH, faBas OHATh, YTO rocrnoxka CUHb MOXKET YUTH:

— JlagHo, yXKe 11030HO. Pa3Be THl He X0TeJla HaBECTUTh CTapIIyo Ho4Yb? Yau.
[IpoBopus rocnoxy CuHb, KOTOpas MOCIELIHO yaanunace, I'y BoHEMAHb TakKe BCTa:

— Maryika, ye IM03IHO, BaM TOXKe II0pa OTOOXHYTh. & yIansioch.



— EcTh ofiHa Bellb, KOTOPYIO 1 IONIKHa Tebe cKa3aThb.

Crapas rocmoxa He TIOJHSA I'1a3, €€ YETKKA Ha MTHOBEHNUE 3aMepJIU, U €€ XOJIONHOEe BhIpakeHue
ucyesno. OHa BOPYT 3aroBOpUIIa:

— 'oBopuTe, MaTy1IKa.
['y BabMSHD He 3HaJI, YTO X0UeT cKa3aTh CTapas rocroxa, HO ero JUI0 ObLIO IIOJIHBIM YBaXKeHUs.

[Tocne Toro Kaxk npembAynui KHsA3b Y yMep, OH ObLJI BOCIUTAH MaTephIo, U UX OTHOIIEHUS OBLIH
oueHb Ou3KuMU. Bonee TOro, yuuTsiBast 0COOBIN CTATyC UX CeMbH, ['y, OHH y2Ke MHOTO JIeT
HaXOMMJIUCE B IIeHTPe BHUMaHus. CTapas rocroxa, KOTopas CMOTJIa yiepXKaTh BlIacTh B ycagsbe I'y
CTOJIBKO JIET, BKJII0Yas cepxKuBaHue rocrnoxu CuHb, KoTopas Oblna cTapliel IpUHILIECCOH, He
TOJIbKO GJ1arofaps CBOeMy CTaTyCy NpUHIeCCH U3 KiaHa [la LI3unb, HO u Gnaromapsi CBOeEMY
[aJbHOBUIHOMY YMy, BHyIasna ['y BSHEMSAHIO He CTOIBKO JII000Bb, CKOJIBKO yBaXKeHUe U CTpax.

— C Tex nop Kak nana guHactus Ha LI3uns, npouwno yxe cTo jaeT. Kinan MyxkyH, y3ypInrupOBaBIIUT
BJIACTh y KJlaHa HaHbp, pa3menun uMnepaToOpCKyl0 CEMBIO Ha Hall KJlaH ['y ¥ BO3BHIIIAIOMIUICS KIIaH
Cuns. Bo BpeMs nepeBoporta KiaH Cusb, 61arogapsi BOEHHOX MOIY, IIPOABUHYJICS Aajblile, a Hall
KyiaH ['y ocTasicsi BTOPHIM, CTaB BETBbIO KHS34 BUHI35IHb. HO KPOBL B HAIIIMX JKMJIaX BCE €Ie
KOPOJIeBCKas.

CTapaﬂ TOCIIOZKA ITPpHKa3adJjla BCEM CIIYy2KaHKaM ¥ MAaTYIIIKaM BHIMTH U3 KOMHATHL. Eé B3rJiAn
IIOCTEIIEHHO CTaHOBHUJICA 1"J'Iy'60KI/IM " IIPOHUILIATEJIbHBEIM. OHa nonoxuia 4YeTKH Ha KPOBATh U YKa3dlla
IMajibleéM Ha BOCTOK — B HAIIPABJIEHUHN I/IMnepaTopCKoro OBOpIa.

— IloaTomy, X0Ts rocrnoxka CHHB U UMeeT BLICOKMY CTaTyC, ¥ OHa CecTpa UMIlepaTopa, Hall KiaH ['y
He HuXe KjaHa Cusb. TH OOJIKEH 9TO IOHUMATh.

— CroBa MaTepu ACHBI. — Fy BaubMAHE IOHKMAJI, YTO UMeJIa B BUOY CTapa;{ TOCIIOXKa, U B €T0
TJla3aX BCIIBIXHYJI OTOHE. ‘-Iepes MTI'HOBEHHE OH YCIIOKOMJICA U CKa3all:

— Ho Cycy BCE Xe JIUIIb CHIH OT HAJIOXKHUITHL, MHOrma s He Xouy, yTOOHRI rocoxa CuHb Oblla
HeJOBOJIbHa H3-3a MEeJIKUX JOMalllHUX NeJl, BeOAb Ha TPOHE BCE ellé HaxXOomuTcs KyiaH CHHb.

Crapas rocnoxa MefjeHHO [T0Kadasa I0JI0BOU, €€ IUL0 BEIPaXKaso Hecoruacue:
— B aToMm THI omubcs.
— INoxanyiicta, HacTaBbTe MEHS, MaTYIIKA.

— Becnopsiiok B moMe Hen30exKHO MOBIUSET Ha [ella IIPU IBOPe, KaK BUOHO U3 CETOTHSIITHET O
[IOBemeHud rocruoxu CUHb.

Crapas rocnoxa OTKMHYJIACh Ha KYIIETKY, e€ CIIOKOMHOe BhIpaXkKeHue CKPHBAIoCh B TeMHOTe. OHa
CMOTpeJia Ha Hero U roBOpuJia TBEPHO:

— MyX4WHH IeHICTBUTEIHHO He IOKHBLI BMEIINBAThCS B JOMAIIHNE [efia, 1 3Halo, 4TO ¥ Tebs
Oosbinye IaHbl. Ho T HOJKeH ObITh CIIPaBeJIMBEIM, YTOOBI HUKTO HE MOT HAWUTH U3BSIHOB U
TIOMEIIaTh fAejlaM IIPH JBOPeE.

Fy BaHbpMSAHE IOHKUMAJ, YTO CTapa;{ T'OCIIOXKa X04eT, YyTOOHI OH yoendin 0oJIbIlIe BHUMAHUS OeTsiM OT
HaJIOXKHUII ¥ He TTO03BOJISJI 3aKOHHOU MaTepHu CIIMIIKOM CHJIBHO WX YTHETATh. Ecnu aM6I/ILII/II/I KJIaHa Fy



OCYIIECTBSITCS, 9TU IeTH CTAHYT BaXKHOU moanepxkKou. ITomyMas, OH KUBHYII:
— Braromapio MaTymiky 3a HacTaBleHUs. {1 MOHSAT.

— 4 cTapelo, U Tenephb BCE 3aBUCUT OT TeOs U TBOUX fieTeld. He maiiTe MHe, cCTapyxe, IPOBECTH
OCTaTOK OHel B OecrokoiicTBe. — HedpuToBass HUTh YETOK CBETUIIACH ITPU CBETE CBEUEH, OTTEHSS
OremHbIe TANbIE, OepxKallie e€. — Uau.

KyiuHb TONbKO 4TO poBonuia I'y BaubMsHS, Korpa yBunena, 4to CTapas rocroxa OIyCcTHIa PyKy,
U Ha €€ Julle N0sBUIach ycTanocTb. OHa ¢ 6eCIIOKONCTBOM CIIPOCHTIA:

— CTapas rocrozxa, yxe Mmo3gHo. BaM HyXKeH OTObIX?

B 3TOT MOMEHT U3 BHYTPEeHHUX ITOKOEB BHIIIJIA ITOXKWUIasd KeHIIKHa ¢ moOphiM nuiioM. OHa BCcTana
psimoM co Ctapoit rocmoxoit, u 2KyIluHb 3aMojidasia, OTBeds APYTUX CIyKaHOK. Korma mouTu Bce
cnyru Bhiy, CTapasi TOCIoXKa OTKPhIIA T/la3a B TEMHOTE U THXO CIIPOCHIIA:

— Cy#ap, ckaxu... Cycy cerofmHs ObIJ... He TAaKUM, KaK 00BIYHO?

[Toxunas XeHIKMHa OblIa HOBEePEHHBIM TU1IOM CTapol TOCIIOXKHU, CITyKUBIIEN el yKe HeCKOIbKO
necsatunetuil. OHa JIydille BCeX ITOHKUMaJsla CKPBITHIM CMBICTI CJIOB CBOEH T'OCIOXKY Y, YCIIBIIIaB BOIIPOC,
Cpa3y BCIIOMHUJIA CETONHSITHIE COOBITHS:

— He takum? Yto B uMeeTe B Buny, CTapas rocrnoxa?
Crapas rocnoxa CIIOKOWHO ITepeBesia B3TJISAH, € royoc ObUI TUXUM, HO TIOJTHBIM COMHEHUMN:

— W 10, KaK OH rOBOPWJI, ¥ TO, KaK OH [IEMCTBOBAJ... OTOT peOEHOK Bcerma OBl POOKUM M MSTKHM.
Ecnu ObI 9TO CIIyYHIIOCH PaHbIlle, OH OBl UCIYTaJICS U He BHIIIEN Obl U3 CBOeM KoMHaThl. Ho ceromus
OH YBEPEHHO OIIPaBaJICs, TePeJIoKUB BUHY Ha Iocroxky CHUHb, U IIPU 3TOM COXPAHHUJI CBOIO
pelyTanuio, He IaB i CKa3aTh HU CJIOBA.

— Ha camowm perne, st TOXe 3aMeTHIa, YTO CEeTONHSIIHIE COObITHS OBUTA CTPAHHBIMU. — [10XKUITast
JKEeHIHA, Maccupys Horu CTapoy Tocroxke, Ha MTHOBEHNMe ocTaHOBUIach. E€ riasa G6rmecteny, u oHa
CMeJI0 OTBETHUIIA:

— Ho, B otnuume ot Bac, Ctapasi rocrnoxa, s 60Jibllle BCET0 YOUBUIACh TOMY, YTO MaTyIika MuHb
COTJIaCUyIach 3aCTYIUTHCS 3a YETBEPTOT'0 MOJIOLOTO F'OCIIOAKHA.

YcnpimaB CHOBA UMST MATYLIKKM MUHD U BCIIOMHHUB, YTO 3TO €€ COOCTBEHHAs CIIyKaHKa, KOTopas
Bcerga Owlyla yecTHOM, CTapasi rocroxa He MOrJjia MOHSATh, II0YeMy Ta 3aCTyIuIach 3a ChlHA OT
HaJsioXKHULB. OHa Cllerka IPHUINyPUIach:

— Ia... Bumumo, g IelCTBUTEIBHO CTapelo U He CMOTJla pasTriisifeTh CBOEr0 BHYKA.
[Toxxunas XXeHIIWHA, YCIIbIIIAB 3TO, YILIOHYIACh U MPEIIIONI0XMIIA:

— Crapas rocrozxa, BBl My[pHI, ¥ Balll B3TJISA TOYeH. BO3MOKHO, YETBEPTHIM MOIOOOM TOCIOAUH
IIOJIY4YUJI HaCTaBJIeHHE OT KaKOr0-TO Mypela?

— Mynpena? — CTapas rocroxa HafoJiro 3agyMaach, YCIbIIaB 3TU CJI0Ba, CJIOBHO BCIIOMUHAS 4TO-
TO U3 IPONUIOTo. Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BPeMs OHa B3[OXHYJIA:

— B pe3upeHuun kHA34 M KTO 3HAET, KTO HACTOSLIUY MyOpel... MHOTO€e eIll€ IPeCTOUT YBULETE.



Beriins u3 mokoes Ctapoit rocnoxu, ['y YkKucy HaKOHeI TOYyBCTBOBaJI ce0st 60j1ee TPE3BHIM, U €T0
TI0XOIKa CTaJla ycTonuuBee. LIMHXyaHb I11J1a 32 HUM, IepxkKa OfleXK/y, U BpeMS OT BPEMEHHU C
BOCXUIIIEHHEM CMOTpesia Ha Hero. Korga oHu nopominu Ko Bxony B IIBop 2KyHIM, OHa IOCIENInIa
TIOAEeP2KaTh ero ¥ CIIPoCUia ¢ 3a60ToH:

— Mornopoit rociofuH, Kak Bl ce0sT 9YyBCTByeTe?
I'y Ykucy MomHsI PYKYy U IIOTPOTa 100, BEIIOXHYB TOPSYUM BO3OYX, ¥ C YIBIOKONH OTBETHUII:

— Emé meMHoOro KPY2KUTCA T'OJIOBA... HO IIOCJI€ TOT'O KaK IIOOYJI BETEP, 2Kap CIIall.
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