Bupst, Kak mjaaMs B OBOpIIe IMOOHUMAETCS BCE Bhilie, CuHb JIMHbXya B TY K€ CeKYHY 3ax0Te
cOexkaThb, HO MeXaHM3M, KOTOPHIH 'y YKKCY TONMBKO YTO aKTUBUPOBAJI, OB TpegHa3HaueH [IJIs TOTO,
yTOOBI TPEeBPATUTh 3aJl AHCUHB B KeJIe3HYI0 KJIETKY. B TeMHOTe OTrOHb IIOOHUMAJICS 110 KOJIOHHAM,
IBEPHBbIE PYYKU IIOCTEIIEHHO MTOKPHIBAIACh 00KUTalONIM KapoM. CuHb JIMHBXYa, C TJIa3aMH,
HaJIMBIIMMHUCS KPOBBIO OT SPOCTH, HO HE MMesl BO3MOXKHOCTH YTO-T10O0 CHenaTh, MpofoIKal pyouTh
PEIIETKY, OKPYXKAIOIIYI0 UMIIEPATOPCKUM TPOH, U B OEIIEHCTBE KpUYall:

— IMomonok! Otmyctu Mensi! Haue s yobio Tebs!
— Trl gymaels, 4TO ¥ Temephb 1 60I0Ch CMEPTH?

I'y YKuCy CHSIJI C TOJIOBBI UMIIEPATOPCKUM BEHEI], ero UCKaXXKEHHOe JINIIO B CBeTe IIJTaMEHHU CTaJo elé
Oonee OTYETIUBHIM. B ero 4€pHHIX I'1a3ax YUTAIOCh IUIIb Oe3yMue, a Mmabllbl MEeJIeHHO CKOJIb3UITH
TI0 JIUITY YEeJI0BEKa, KOTOPOT0 OH MPUKKUMAJI K TPy, ¥ OH TUXO ITPOLIEIITaIT:

— OH eIMHCTBEHHHIH, KTO JTIOOUII MEHSI B 9TOM MUpE...

[TnamMs o3apuo monoBuHy Heba. B mpenenax MHOTOCIOMHBIX IBOPIIOBHIX CTEH, Ka3aJI0Ch, pa3faliuch
YbU-TO KPUKH, 3BYKU OPYKUS BCE €I[€ 9XOM PA3HOCUIIACH 110 OKPYTe, Kallii KPOBY Iafjajii B BOAY,
co3maBasi He0OOJIbIMe KPYT'H, KOTOPHIE BCKOPE MOJIHOCTHIO ucue3nu. Y BMecTe ¢ 60eM KOJIOKOIIa B
BO3[yXe OCTaJIach JIMIIb OfHa ¢pa3a:

— 41 3acTaBI0 Bac BCeX COIMPOBOIUTH €TI0 B 3arPOOHEBIN MUp!

B TeMHOTE CHayasa Bcé OBIJIO TYMaHHO, a B yIllIaX pa3faBaiiCh TPOMKHE KPUKH.

— Momnopoii rocnongus! Monomoy rocrnoinH, MIPOCHUTECH CKOpee!

— Ecnu BB He IPOCHETECH U He OIlpaBaeTech, KHATHHS Bac TOYHO yOnET! [TpocHUTECH XKe!

I'y Ykucy BHE3aImHO OTKPHII I'Jla3a ¥ XOTeJ CeCTh, HO IIOUYBCTBOBAJI, UTO BCE TEJI0 COBEPIIEHHO
cnaboe. [TogHSB PyKY, YTOOBI OIEPEThCS HAa KPOBaTh, OH 0OHAPYXKUJI, UTO He MOXKET [Jaxke Halpsdb
MBIIIIIEL, U 9YTh HE yIIal.

Kaxk TO/IbKO OH HEMHOTO IPHUIIEN B ce0si, T0JI0Ca 3a JBEPBIO CTAJIHU CIIBIIIHEI eIIIe SICHee.

B KOMHaTe CyKXaHKa, KoTopas Obllla B IAHWKE, YBUOEB, YTO OH MPOCHYJICS, ORICTPO Moabexkana K
HEMY, OCTOPOKHO ITofiepKalia ¥ C PafOCThIO Ha JIMIE CKa3alla:

— Momnopoii rociofuH, Bel MPOCHYIUCH! ITO TaK XOPOIIO!

3penue 'y Uxwucy Bcé emé OblJI0 HEMHOTO PAa3MBITHIM, HO OH Cpa3y y3HaJ 9Ty CIIyKaHKY, KOTopas
BEPHO CIIyKWJIa eMy [0 [ABAAIATH JIeT, a 3aTeM, BEIHIT 3aMyXK, yMepiia oT 60e3HU. ITO OBIIa ero
npegaHHas CIyra.

— LluH...XyaHb?

Kak TONMbKO OH y3HAJ €€, ero Tejo BOPYT COOPOTHYJIOCh, U OH MHCTUHKTUBHO OTJISIIeINICS. YBUOEB Ha
CTOJIe THCLMEHHEIe ITPUHAMIIeXKHOCTH U CBETIIO-TONTy0bIe 3aHABECKU Ha KPOBATH, €T0 PAa3yM CIIOBHO
3aM€Ep3, a rojioca CHapyXKU CTajlu elllé OTYETIINBEE.

3a mBEphIO CTOSI/IA KEHITUHA CPEOHUX JIET, OleTas B POCKOIIHEIE OeXK Ik, C KPYTJIBIM JTUI[OM U
CIIOKOMHOM YIIBIOKOM, HO CJIOBa €€ OBIIM OCTPHI, KaK HOXK:



— YeTBEPTHIYA MOJIOLOM TOCIOAWH CTOJIKHYJI CTApIIyI0 MOJIOAYI0 TOCIOXKY B 03€p0, X OHA [I0 CUX 110D
6e3 co3HaHus. KHATUHS HEITPEeMEHHO X04YEeT BUAETH YETBEPTOTO MOJIOLOTO TOCIOAUHA, T03TOMY,
IIPOILlYy Bac, HAJIOXKHUIA, He MellalTe!

LI310HB-IITH, VBHUOEB, UTO 3@ HEHM CTOSIT JIIOOM, ¥ YTO, €CJIM OHA He COTJIACUTCS, OHU BOPBYTCS B
KOMHATY ChIHa CHJIOH, IpHIJIa B y2Kac. Ho oHa Oblza BCero JUIllh HAJOXKHUIEH U He CMeJla IIEPEeUUTh
3aKOHHOM XXeHe, TeM 0oJiee 4TO KeHa Oblyla cecTpoi uMmieparopa. OgHUM MU3UHIIEM OHa MOTJIa
pas3maBuTh e€ u eé geteli. OHa MOTJIa TOJIBKO CTOSITh Ha KOJIEHSIX U YMOJISITh:

— Martymka L3uns! Cmunyirecs, noujagute Moero Cyrapa, He 3a0upaliTe ero ceiiuac... Y Hero
Xkap... OH He X0TeJI TOJIKaTh CTapIIyI0 MOJIOAYI0 TOCIIOXKY, 9TO BHIIIENI HECYaCTHHIM ClTy4ai...
[TowaguTe €ro XOoTh pas...

I'y Ukucy cumen B paCTEPSHHOCTH, CYIIAs IITyM BOKPYT, ¥ OPOXKaIel PYKOU MOMBITAICs
paccmoTtpeTh cedst. Ho ero B3risih cHavyasla ymaa Ha HOTM — HOTH, KOTOPBIEe He ObIIM OTPe3aHH! 10
KOJIEHO, a BCE ellé ObLIM Ha MecTe.

Yto npoucxonut? Pa3se oH He ymep? U ero Horm...

CeMHapLaTUIETHUM OH COIIPOBOXK[aJ CBOI CTapPIIyI0 CECTPY B UMIIEPATOPCKUM ABOPEL], B IBaALATh,
IIOCJIE CMEPTH HACJIEOHOTO MPUHIIA, OH BHIIIE] 3aMyXK 3a HOBOTO UMIIEPATOpPa, B TPUALATE OBIT
oTIpaByieH B XOJIOMHEIN ABOPEI, a 3aTeM B30ILIE Ha TPoH. OH Cropes 3aXKuBo, JepxKa TOT0 YesloBeKa
B 00BATHAX. KakK 2Ke OH ceffyac MOXKET JieKaTh Ha KPOBATH 1LIeJIHIM ¥ HEBPEIUMBIM ?

OH CMOTpeJ Ha CBOM HOTH, Ha CBOU ApOXKalue PyKH.

9TO yXe He Te PYKHU, TOKPHITHIE IITPaMaMH, C IaJIblIaM¥, KOTOPhIe OBIIM CJIOMaHBI ¥ C TPYAOM
nBuranuch. Ho oHu BCE erné ObUty 671eHBIMU, XYOBIMHU, C TETKUM CHHEBATHIM OTTEHKOM Ha KOHYHMKAX
IIaJIbIIEB.

— 9 xuB... d 0elCTBUTEIIFHO KUB...

Ero rmasa nocreneHHo IIOKPACHEIIH, cn1abocCTh B Teje YCHUIINBAJIaCh, €r0 Ha4alio 3HOOHUTD, HO OH He
06paH.IaJ'I Ha 3TO HUKAKOro BHUMaHuA. Ero PYKHU OpOXKaJi, HO OH MEOJIEHHO CXaJl UX B KyJIaKH, d B
T'Jla3aX 3aropeicd CBET, CIIOBHO 3BE3[IHI B HOYH.

— MoJsozoit rocnonuH, 4YTO C BaMu?

Cnyxanka L{uHXyaHb, YBUEB, YTO €€ TOCIIONUH BHIIIISIUT CTPAHHO, IOCIEIINIa HaIUTh YallKy Jad,
OCTOPOZKHO MO/yJIa Ha Heé U MMOIHEeCa K HeMy, ¢ 3a00TO# B ryiasax:

— BrI gonro cnanu, HaBEpHOE, XOTUTE NUTh! BrIlleTe HEMHOTO BOMHI!

I'y UKucy moCMOTpeN Ha TPO3PavyHyo BOAY, B KOTOPOI 0TpaXkanoch ero xymoe, 67eqHoe U0, U
BIIPYT HE CMOT CAepKaTh TUXOT'O CMEXAa, KOTOPHIH Mepepoc B TPOMKHUM XOXOT CO CIIe3aMH.

[Mox kpuku Lunxyans I'y Yxkucy, marasich, BCTal C KPOBaTH, IOOOLIEN K 3epKajly y KpOBaTU U, HE
oOpailasi BHUMaHUS Ha LIyM CHapYXU, Hadajl paccMaTpuBaTh ce0si. Hen3BeCcTHO, CKOIBKO BpeMeHH
IIPOIJIO, TIpeXK[e YeM OH BAPYT YCIIOKOWJICS, ¥ Ha ero rybax mosiBuiach 6e33ByyHas yibOKa.

Pa3 yx OH BepHYyJICS, 3aU4eM eMy IIPOIIaTh TeX, KTO CAesal ero MPOILUIYIO XKHU3Hb HEBEIHOCUMOU, U
II03BOJIATh UM KUTH CIIOKOMHO U CYACTJIUBO?



B mpormtoi xXu3HM, KOTIa OH eIé He ObUT 3aTHaH B YTOJI, OH BCerja JyMaJl, YTO eCJId OH YCTYIIHT,
OHM B KOHIIE KOHIIOB IT0XKaJIEIOT er0 U OCTaBsT B MOKoe. Eciiu oH OymeT uCKpeHHe JTI00UTh, TOT, KOTO
OH JIIO0UT, HUKOT A He IpefacT ero — HO YTO Ke ITPOU30IIIIO0 B UTOTe?

Crapiasi cecTpa, KOTOpas X0Tejla PacTOITaTh ero, 3aKOHHAs MaTh, KOTOpas IIPeBpaTuia ero u3
MYXKYUHBI-IITyaH B XXKEHIIUHY-IIIyaH, MaTb, KOTOPas IIepecTajla BUIETh ero IMoCcjie CMEPTHU €T0 CECTPHI,
OTell, KOTOPHIM BUEN B HEM TOJIBKO IEIIKY, IBa MyXa, KOTOPhIe laXke He 3HAJIM eT0 XapaKTepa, u
TOT, KOTO OH JIt00MJI, KOTOPHIH pa3pyIIu ero JUI0 U HOTH...

B 9TO# XKU3HU, pa3 YK OH BEPHYJICS, OH BEPHET BCE 3TU [OJITH, ONUH 3a ApyTrum!

I'y Yxkucy rimy0oKo B3IOXHYJI, CKaJjl IIaJIbLbl B pyKaBe, CNTyIIasi IIyM BOKPYT, U Yepe3 MrHOBEHUe
BCIIOMHUJI, YTO celiyac Oblyla 3uMa, Korga eMy ObIo TpUHaALUATh eT. OH elllé He MpeBpaTUICT U3
MYXKYUHBI-1ITyaH B XXKEeHIIUHY-IITyaH, HO 3aKOHHAs MaTh yKe 3ayMalia ero YHUUTOXUTh. CTapiias
cecTpa B 3aJHEM cafy X0Tejla CTOJIKHYTh eT0 B 03ep0, HO caMa yIlaja, CIy4aiHo MOTSHYB ero 3a
co6o¥i. 3aKOHHAsT MaTh BOCIIOJIb30BaJIaCh 9TUM, YTOOE OOBUHUTH €0, ¥ OH OBIT 3aIIePT B CBOEM IBOPE
Ha TPU MecsIa.

Korma oH CHOBa BEHIIIETT U3 OBOpa, BCE nepen HUM U3MEHHUIIOCh.

['y YKuCy OIyCTHII TOJIOBY ¥ YIIEIOHYJICS, CJIETKA IOIPABUI CBOIO OMI€KAY, IOBEPHYJICS K CITyKAHKe,
KOTOpasi CMOTpeJia Ha Hero ¢ 6JIeCKOM B I1a3aX, U CIPOCHIL:

— I'me ogexXma, B KOTOPOU S yIan B BOAy?

— Opexma? — IluHXyaHb HEe Ccpa3y MOHSJIa, HO Yepe3 HeKOTOPOe BpeMsi, CJIOBHO OUHYBIITKCH,
oTBeTuna. — 4 eé y6paa, MOIOJO¥ TOCTIOAWH. Bam e€?

I'y Yxkwucy, marasi, 9yBCTBOBaJI c1ab0CTh BO BCEM TeJie, HO He IT0Ka3aJl 9TOro, JIUIIh MaXHYJI PYKOM:
— Celyac xe IPUHECH €€, U TPUHECH HOXHUIIHL.

lluaxyaHb, yBUEB, KaK OH CHeial HeOOJbIION Haape3 Ha PyKaBe, a 3aTeM pa3opBaj TKaHb, 3aCThlIa
B IIOKe, He ITOHUMas, 4TO OH 3agyMasl. Korma oHa xoTesa CIIpOCUTH, IIyM 3a [IBePhIO CTall elle
rpoMue, ¥ OHa IOHSANA, 4TO LI310Hb-ITH, BEPOSITHO, 60JIbIlle HE CMOXKET CHepPKUBaTh MaTyIIKy L[3UHb,
U C TPEBOTOY CKa3asa:

— Mornopoii rocrioguH, 6ema! MaTymuika L3uHb cefiyac BOUOET!
— LluuxyaHb, 1 Topy4y Tebe OOHO OeJ0, U THI [OJIKHa BEHIIIOJHUTEL €T0 HeEMe[JIEHHO.

I'y Yxkucy 6eryo B3TJISHYJ Ha OfeX[Ay C IIOPBaHHEIM PyKaBOM, eT0 TEMHEIE T'1a3a Oblyid 0€300HHBIMH.
OH HaKJIOHUJICS ¥ TUXO ITPOIIENTanl HECKOIBKO CJIOB, ¥ Korfa LIMHXyaHb ¢ HEJOyMEHUEM ITOCMOTpPENIa
Ha Hero, oH 6e3 KoneOaHui OPOCHIT OIeXKOY PSIOM C BELIAKOM ¥, ONETHIH TOIBKO B TOHKYIO
py0allKy, BEIIIET HAPYXKY.

— He Gecmokoiicst 000 MHe. Y MeHSI eCThb CIIoco0 n30e3KaTh 9TOH OefdEl.

LI310HB-IIIM BCE €IlI€ CTOs/Ia Ha KOJIEeHIX Iepef MaTylKou [[3uHb, yMosidsa He 3a0upaTh e€ ChiHa.
Martymka LI3uHb ycMexHymach mpo ce6si, BCIOMHUB HACTaBIEHUs KHATUHY, ¥ IIPOAOJIKaIa TIHYTh
BpeMs, I0Ka, HaKOHel], He pellusa, YTO [I0pa YXOOUTh, He BEI3bIBasd MOO03peHui. Ho Kak TO/IbKO OHa
cobpasnach YUTH, 3a €€ CIIMHOW pa3[asiCsi CKPUII IBEPHU.
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