Ha mMpayHoM He60CBOMe 0TpaxkKaluch TEMHO-KPACHBIE TEHH, TYCTOM OBIM OT I0XKAPOB IOTHUMAJICS
13-3a JIBOPIIOBLIX CTEH, CKPBEIBAst KPOBb, CTEKAIIYIO B MIEJTH MeXKAY CEePhIMU KaMEeHHBIMHU MJTUTAMHU.
Kpuku u a4 pasgaBaauch U3 JaOUPUHTA KOPUIOPOB, OCTPHIE JIE3BUS Meuel BOH3AIUCh B IIJIOTh,
pa30prI3ruBast e€. 3BOH JOCIIEX0B U TSKeJlble Iary 3By4aliy, KaK HellpephIBHEIM 00 MEeIHOTO
KOJIOKOJIa Ha TOPOACKHUX BOPOTAaX.

IOOHT'! — ConpaThl 3a CTeHAMH T'OPOMa, He B CHIaxX OOJIbINe XKIaTh, KPEIIKO CXKUMaJIu B
IIOKPaCHEBIIUX OT X0JI0fla PyKaX CBOU KOIIbs, 0XKHKfas, I0Ka TY4YHBIY reHeparl, CUOAIINY Ha KOHe, He
IpUKaXeT HayaTh IITYpPM. B UX yIax HelpepheIBHO pa3faBaliCcs 3BYK KOJIOKOJIA.

IOOHT'! — Ilapa 4epHBIX CAIOr C BHIIUTEIMUA 30JI0TBIMHU APaKOHAMM, C TPOXOTOM CTyIas II0 KPOBU 1
TeJlaM, OCTaHOBHUJIACh Y BXOfla B I'JIaBHBIM 3ajl. 3BYK KOJIOKOJA Teleph OB e[Ba CJILIIIEH, CJIOBHO
MIOCTIeJHUM B3 0X.

IOOHT! — B 9TOT MOMEHT B I'Ty0OMHaX UMIIEPATOPCKOrO0 ABoplia Benmuko# LIy mapun HacTOSIINM af.

[Tepepn 3anom AHCUHB 0CTANIOCh BCETO ABA CTpazXka. YBUIEB TOJIY MATEKHUKOB, OHU MTOMBITAINCh
OpocuTthcs B 00ii, HO B CIey0lllee MTHOBEHNE 3BEHSIINY KIMHOK Pa3HeC WX HaflBOe V BXOMa.

Borenimmit CMOTpPE CIIOKONHO U 0e3MSATeKHO, HECIIEIIHO [Iaras Briry0b 3a1a, ¥ YCTPEMUI B3TJISA Ha
TY GUTYPY, YTO BOCCEMana BEICOKO BO ThMe, JINLI0 KOTOPOM CKPHIBAJIOCH IO UMIIEPATOPCKUM BEHIIOM.

BepHBII €BHYX, CTOSIBIINY Ha CTYIEHSX, JaXKe BUs, YTO Bparu yXke BHYTPH, KPUKHYJI BO BECh I'0JIOC:
— Kro-uubyns, 3amutute Ero BemuyecTso!

Ho npexpe yeM OH ycresn 3aKOHYUTh (Hpa3y, KUHKaJ MPOH3UJ ero CuHy. EBHYX C TPYAOM OTKPHLI
r7a3a, CJIOBHO XOTeJ YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO TaK ¥ He CMOT BHIMOJIBUTH HU CJIOBA, NIpeXkAe YeM UCIYCTHUII

IyX.

YenioBeK Ha TPOHE OMYCTHUJ PYKY, €T0 XOJIOAHbIM B3TJISIA CKOJIL3HYJII ITI0 OKPOBABJIEHHOMY JIE3BHIO.
Tonkue ry0OBl B CBeTE CBeuei ClierkKa M30THY/IMCh B YapyoLei yIroKe.

— JIu [13, XOu MeHsl BHU3Y... B OMMHOYKY MHe HE IIPOUTH ITOT MYTh.
— JlaBHO He BUAENNUCH, YXKHUCy.

Ha GmecTsImux CTEKISHHBIX IIMTaX OCTAIMCh KPOBABHIE CIIEMH OT camor. Bormeimii, He MOPTHYB
r7a3oM, yOu ImocjaegHero 4yeioBeKa psmoM ¢ cobol, a 3aTeM C yIbIOKOM Ha JIuIle MOM0IIeN K
crynensM. Ero y3kue riasa, moxoxue Ha 3MEUHbIE, TPUCTATBHO CMOTPENIM Ha YeJI0BEeKAa Ha TPOHE.

Korga oH cHOBa 3aroBOpPMHII, €ro rojioc OBLT IOYTIINBBEIM, HO BCE TEJIO OBITO HalIpsA2KEeHO, KaK TETHUBEL
JIyKa, TOTOBOT'O B 710001 MOMEHT BEICTPEJINTE, YTOOHI OGpBISl"aTL KPOBEIO YEJIOBEKA II€pen HUM U He
OaTb eMY 00JIbIIIe BOCCedaThk Ha 3TOM TPOHE.

— B mMoeMm nnaHe OBIJIM HEKOTOPHIE YIIYIIEHUS, U 10 JIOTUKE THl MOT OBl cOeKaThb, HO THI BCE ellle
3mech, B 3ase fAHcuHs... Heyxkenu xkKngan MeHsa?

C TpoHa pa3nasncs XOJIOOHEIU CMeX.
— Ceiiuac HaM He HyKHO TPaTUTb BpeMs Ha IIyCTHIe cJioBa. {1 3aaM Tebe TOIhKO OJUH BOIIPOC.

[Tox 3BOH KEMUYKHBIX HATEH U IparolleHHbIX KaMHel UMIIepaTOPCKOT0 BeHIla JIUI0 MTOAHSAIOChH
BBepX. Ero uepTrl ObUIM HEBEPOSITHO KPACUBEL, HO Y3KACHBIM 1IpaM, lepecekKaBIInil ero U0, IIOYTH



IIOJTHOCTBIO PA3PYILINII 3Ty KPAaCOTYy, AeJiasi €ero ele Oornee MMyrawIiliM B MPA4YHOM 3alJie.

— f uckpense otHOCHUIICS K Tebe, Oynb TO B ycambOe KinaHa ['y unu B cTeHax gBopla. [loueMy Xxe THI
BCE BpeMs CTpeMucsl yOuTh MeHs?

— VIcKpeHHE 0THOCHUJICS KO MHE?

YesoBeK y CTyIeHel, yCIbIIaB 3T0, PACCMEeSIICS, CJIOBHO YCIIBIIIAI UIYTKY. 3aT€M OH PE3KO MOTHSI
JIUIIO0, OTKPHIBAs YEPTHI, CUSIOIINE, KaK JyHa, CJIOBHO SIPKWH CBET, CIIOCOOHBIA OCBETUTHL BECH 3all.
Iaxe ¢ HACMEeITMBEIM BEIPaKeHUEM JIHIla OH ObLT HACTOIBKO KPACUB, YTO MOT JIUIIUTD KU3HHU.

— Ecyu OBl TH e CTBUTENIEHO OTHOCHJICS KO MHE HCKPEHHe, TO He CTajl Obl CHAeTh Ha TPOHE IOCe
yOHICTBA CBOET0 IPENBIAYIIero MyXa, a mepeaas Okl ero MHe!

— Tlepenats Tebe TPOH?

YenmoBek Ha TPOHE YCMEXHYJICS, CJIOBHO YCIIBIIIAB YTO-TO CMelrHoe. ETo Ty6rr H30THYTUCH B
HaCMeIIKe, a B3TJISAM CTall OCTPHIM, KaK KIMHOK. OKPOBaBIIEHHKIM KUHKA B €T0 PYKe MIPOHECCS MUMO
BHCKa YeJIOBeKa y CTyIeHel, 0OCTaBUB KPOBABYIO LlapaliHy Ha ero MpeKpacHo ueke. YepHule
BOJIOCHI yIIaJiu Ha ero IJIeYd, U OH MCHOBEHHO U3MEHUJICS B JIUIE, IPUS B IPOCTh.

Hpe}Kne YeM OH yCIIeJI 3arOBOPHUTE, PA3daJICA 3BOH UMIIEPATOPCKOI'O BE€HII4, X YEJIOBEK Ha TPOHEe
MeIOJIEHHO IMOOHAI PYKY, YKa3bIiBasi Ha CTOAIIET0 BHU3Y.

— Cumnb JIunbxya, ecnu Ovl 5 mepemas Tebe TPOH, ThI OBl TO3BOJIUI MHE JOKHUTh 0O CETOOHSIIHET 0
OHSa?

CuHb HI/Ibeya YCMEXHYJICs, MEOJIEHHO BRITACKHMBAA MEY. On IIPOBEII IIaJIbIIEM II0 KPOBH Ha IIIEKE, d
3aTeM HallPpaBHJI JIE3BHE Ha JINIO YeJIOBEKa Ha TPOHEe, IIPOU3HOCA KaxKaoe CI0BO C XOJIOTHOHU
SCHOCTEIO.

— Bame BenuuectBo, BE 0muOaeTeCs.
YesioBeK Ha TPOHE Aaxe He IOIIEBENIUICI, U B OTPOMHOM 3ajie Pa3faBaliCs JIUIIb ero rojioc.

ToT GBLI TOJIOCOM YeTTOBEKa, KOTOPOT'0 OH KOTHa-To JitoOus 6osbiie Bcero. C TeX 1Mop, Kak OH BIEPBLIE
BCTPETHJI ero B ycagbbe B TPUHAMIATH JIET, OH CTaJl eT0 eMUHCTBEHHON Hamexmou. Ho 9Ta Hamexkmaa
He MPOTSHYJIa eMy PYKY, KOTfla OH OB B OTYASTHUU U TOTOB OBLT yIIacTh B 6€37IHY, @ BMECTO 3TOT0
TOJIKHYJIa ero B IIPOIACTh, XkKeflasi pa3buTh BOpedesry.

[ToaToMy, XOTS KaxK[0e CJIOBO cedyac OBIJI0O KaK OCTPHIM IIHII, XKeJIalolIiii UCKOIOTh €T0 10 CMEPTH,
oH OoJibllle He YyBCTBOBas 0oiu. B ero cepaiie ocTaBanachk TOJIHKO PEIIMMOCTb CTOPETh BMECTE C
Bparom.

ToT 4esnoBek IIpoaoJIZKaJl TOBOPUTE I1€pe] HUM, HO 3TO He 3aCTaBJIAJIO €r0o IBUTI'daThCA HU Ha OIOWM:

— 4, KoHeYHO, omacaioch Bamrero BenudecTBa, ¥ yIipeKalo Bac 3a CIMIIKOM 0OJIbIION YM. YMHEBIE
JIIOJIM BCErJa BRI3LIBAIOT OIACEHHS, HO BBl — TOT, KOT'0 5 JII00J110... B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, BH OT/INYAaETECh
oT gpyrux. Ecrmu OBl BB TOIBKO MOCITYIIAIUCh MEHS, ST OBbl, YYUTHIBAS, UTO BHl IIOMOTJIM MHE 3aXBaTUTh
TPOH, OTHOCHJICSI K BaM XOPOIIIO.

— Y Momnoporo rocrnoguia MuHXya ¢ YePHBIM CEPJILIEM TOXKE €CTh TOT, KOTO OH JTIOOUT?

YenmoBek Ha TPOHE YCMEXHYJICS, CJIETKa IIPUIIOAHSB MOA00POHOK, OTKPHIBAsI I'1a3a, CKPHITHIE MO



BEHI[OM.
— He cmeliTe MEeHST CMELIUTS, ST B CAMOM [IeJie MOTY PAaCCMESIThCS.
— Bamre BenmnuecTBo, eciy BBl MOXKeTe Ha3kBaTh ce0s1 UMIIEPAaTOPOM, TO Ha3bIBalTe, TOKA MOXKETE.

Bups ero 6e3pa3nuyue, CuHb JIMHbXya BCIIOMHUII, CKOJIBKO YCUJIUN OH IIOTPATHII IIOCTIe TOT0, KaK
3TOT YeJIOBEK B3OIIIE]I Ha TPOH, M He MOT ClepKaTb CBoel 37100k, XOTS Ha JIUIIE eT0 BCe XKe
IIPOCKOJIb3HYJIa yIbIOKa TOPKECTBa.

— Uepe3 MIHOBEHUE X03HUH 3TOT0 3ajla CTaHy f.

B TeMHOM 3ajie TOJILKO €ro rja3a IPUCTATbHO CMOTPENIN Ha Hero, 3aXKuras HeBUOUMEIN OT'OHb:
— Jlaxe ecu CyX[eHO CMEHUTLCS, Thl AyMaelllb — 5 T03BOJII0 Tebe 3aHATh 3TO MEeCTO?

— Ecnu BBl He HanuueTe yKa3 06 0TpedeHuy, He BUHUTE JIMHbXya B 3a0BEHUU CTAPBIX YYBCTB.

YenoBek y CTyleHel, Ka3anoch, HaKOHeIl He BhIlepXKaJl, ¥ ero Hora 6ecCIIyMHO CTynujIa Ha
cTyneHbky. TeMHO-KpacHast KpOBb BIIMTANIach B KPaCHBIM KOBEP, CMELINBAsCh C 3anaxoM aMOpkl. Ero
coBa OBUIM OCTPHI, KaK HOX, CJIOBHO OH XOTeJI U3pe3aTh YejIoBeKa Iepell HUM Ha KyCKHU.

— 4 yeTBepTYyIO Ballle BeTMYECTBO, YTOOH! YTOJIUTh HEHABUCTH B CEPAIIE.

— THI HEHABUOUIIE?

YenoBek Ha TPOHE BAPYT PACCMESITICS, €T0 CMeX OBbLIT XPUILTIBIM M XKYTKUM, CJIOBHO CMEX JIeMOHa.
— Cuns JIuHbXya, HEHaBULETh [NOJIXKEH 1, a He THL.

Ero Genble, Kak slIMa, IajIbIbl yKa3ajy Ha YeJoBeKa, CTOSIIET0 TaK 6/113K0. FiMIiepaTopcKkuil BeHel]
Ha ero roJjioBe MOJHSJICS, OTKPHIBas JIUII0, MCKaKEHHOe IIPaMOM, KOTOPOE B IIOJTyMpakKe Ka3asioch
ete 0ojiee KyTKUM. DTO 3aCTAaBUIIO YeJIOBEKA, KOTOPHIN yKe MPUOINKaICsS K TPOHY, OTHIATHYTHCS U
OTCTYIIUTh Ha HECKOJIbKO IIIaroB, II0Ka KTO-TO C3ady He CXBATHUJI €T0 3a PYKY, OCTAHOBHUB.

— MHe TpuauaTh Tpu rofa. S BcTpeTun Tebs B TPUHAMALATH, ¥ MBEL 3HAeM OPYT Apyra OBafuaTh jeT. B
mo0Bu 51 He Ipenan Tebs! B cepmile s 6b1T UCKpeHHee Te0st! A THL... YTO ThI MOXKeIllb HeHABUETh BO
MHe?

IBaAmaTh J€T Ha3agd OH OBI IIyaHOM OT HaJOXKHUIE Y ['y BoHbMSAHS, €IUHCTBEHHOT'0 KHS3S
bunnzanb 1 kHA39 Y Benukoit 1u.

B ycapb0e knaHa I'y oH BcTpeTun Monogoro rocrmogria MuHxya, KOTOPBIH IIPUILENT yXaKUBaTh 3a
3aKOHHOM moueprio ['y BaubMsHs. Ero KpacoTa u TanaHT ObIIM U3BECTHHI 110 BceMy MUHTY, ¥ OH OBIT
CHLIHOM TIOKOMHOI'0 MMIIepaTopa, 6paToM HEIHEITHEro uMrepaTopa, Benukum kHsg3eM bao Culb
JIuHbXxya.

OH OBIT MyKYMHOK-IIIYaH, XOTS ¥ CEIHOM OT HAJIOKHHUITE, HO MeuTall CIaTh 9K3aMeHHl ¥ CHOeaTh
Kapbepy.

Torpa, yBuneB 3HaMEeHUTOT0 Ha Bech MuHAy Momnogoro rocrnoauia MuHxya, oH OBl TTTy00KO
BOCXHUIIIEH UM U, GJ1arofgapsi ero MrkoMy OTHOIIEHUI0, ORICTPO nmopupyxkuicsa ¢ CuHb JInHbXya, axe
CcumTas ero CBOMM JpPyIroM.



Ho, 6y1:[y‘-II/I OKJIeBeTaHHLIM 3aKOHHOMU MaTephrl0, OH OBIIT BEIHY2KIIEH CTATh }KeHMHHOﬂ-myaH u
IIPEBPATHUIICA B HAJTOZKHUIY M3 IIPUOAHOTO 3aKOHHOU oo4dyepu.

A KH3b buHn3sgHs ['y BoaHbMSHB BhIJal CBOIO 3aKOHHYIO JO0Yb 3aMyXK 3a TOTHAIIHEr0 HaClemgHOT 0
[IPUHIA, eIUHCTBEHHOI'0 3aKOHHOTI0 IITyaHa UMIIepaTPULIHL.

OH 1oma B pe3ueHIINI0 HaCIeqHOr0 IPUHIlA, HO, H3-3a HEHABUCTH CBOEH CBOMHOM CECTPHI, He OBl
JII00OUM.

[Tocne cMepTH TOKOMHOTO UMIIepaTopa HaClegHbIM MPUHI] M UMIIepaTpHlia BHE3alMHO CKOHYAJIUCh, U
Ha TPOH B30I1eJ 4eTBepThi NpuHI CuHb FOaHbNIMH. 3aKOHHAS [04Yb KJIaHa ['y CHOBa BHIIILIA 3aMY XK,
cTaB uMnepatpulei Benukou 1y, a OH, mepexons U3 OOHOTO MeCcTa B APYroe, IoIajl BO ABOpel], CTaB
OIHMM M3 HaJIOXKHUKOB UMIIEpATOpa.

2Ku3Hb Bo gBOpIIe Obl/Ta CKYYHOM ¥ OOUHOKOM, ¥ OH He OblT To0uM. OgHaX Ik B UMIIEPATOPCKOM Camy
OH CHOBa BcTpeTus CuHb JIMHbXya, U OHU Hayajlu TalHO BCTpPedYaThCsa. BCKOpe OH eCTeCTBEHHBIM
00pa3oM BIIOOUIICS B HETO.
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