MbosH Banui... Cxxumas pynsb, FOu JIuub(al THX0 IPOU3HEC 3TO UMSI.

OH menCTBUTENTBHO HEOOIIEHU ero. He TOJIbKO OCMEeNUIICS MPUYUHUTD BPEM €0 KOTY, HO U, CYOs IO
BCEMY, ©MeJl HeIIOCPeICTBEHHOe OTHOIIEeHHE K TOMY, 4TO mmpou3oiio ¢ Cy Baiicu. 910
mercTBUTEIbHO UHTEpPecHo. Ha nmuie H0i JIuab(ast mossBunIach yneOKa, U OH IOAyMaJl, YTO, TOX0XKe,
IIPHIIIIO BPEMSI TIOTOBOPUTH C HUM.

OpHako ceiyac camMoe BaXXHOe — 3TO BBUIEYUTDH CBOEro KoTa. Ciierka IoBepHYB I'0JI0BY, OH
nocMoTpes1 Ha BoaHb UYsHa, KOTOPHI CHOBA YCHYJ B KOP3UHKE, U er0 6POBU HaXMYPUIIUCh.

Panee, n3-3a 6eCmOKOMCTBa 3a KOTa, OH He 00paTHJI BHUMAHUS Ha €T0 CTPAHHBIE JeWCTBUSA. Temeps,
[I0AyMaB BHUMaTeJIbHEe, OH BCe XKe YyBCTBOBAJI... YTO-TO HelagHoe. Pa3Be 9T0 He cTpaHHO? Pa3se
HOpPMaJIbHBEIY KOT, YBUAEB HE3HAKOMIIA B IOMe, CTaHeT IyMaTh O TOM, YTOOHI IT03BOHUTD X035AuHY? U
KaK OH BooOI1le y3Hasn ero HoMmep Tenedona? Xorsa FO# JIuub(aii 4yBCTBOBAJ, YTO HCTUHA I'Ee-TO
pPsIoM, eMy BCe e OBITIO TPYOHO IOBEPUTH... [IeMOH-KOT... HeyxXkenu Takue CyliecTBa
OEUCTBUTENILHO CYIIECTBYIOT B MUpe?

Iaxe ¢ ero BHICOKOM CIIOCOOHOCTHIO TPUHUMATh HEOOBIYUHbIE BEIIH... Ha TOICO3HATETbHOM YPOBHE OH
He MOT IIPU3HaTh, YTO OH BOCIIUTHIBAET J€MOHA-KOTa, KOTOPHIM MOXKET 3BOHUTH EMY.

«3JX, Jaxe ecjIy 3TO JEMOH-KOT, TI0YeMy OH TaKOU TIyIb?» — B3goxHy FOu JIuHb(3M, 0CTaHOBUB
MalllMHy U BEIHUMAas KOP3UHKY. [ 1115 Ha MajleHbKUi KoMOo4YeK Bans YsHa, B ero cepale ocTanach
TOJIBKO HEKHOCTb.

Cosmuit Boanb YsH He 3Hal 0 CIIOXKHBIX 4yBcTBax KO JInHBb(3. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH IIOTPY3HUJICS B
CTPaAHHBIN COH.

Bo cHe oH yxke ObUT MEDPTB.

B ero rpyou Topyasn KMHXKaJ, a MyX4YKWHa, YOUBIINI €T0, CMOTPEN Ha HET'O CBEPXY BHU3, C
IIPe3PUTEIHHON YIEI0KOI Ha ryfax. Ero Hekorpma MsArkoe JUI0 Tellepb HAalOMUHAJIO JIUI0 IeMOHa.
Myx4rHa BBIIEPHYJ KUHXKAJ U3 rpyau BaHb YsHa, a 3aTeM... 3amiakall.

INa, 3ammakaii.

XOTs1 ero JHII0 0CTaBalI0Ch 0€CCTPACTHHIM, ¥ OH He M3[aBajl HM 3ByKa, CJIe3bl BEICTYIIUIIA Ha €ro
r7a3ax, Kamls 3a Kaljel cTekas 10 1eKaM Ha 3eMJTi0. MyKurHa CTOsJT HeIIOJBUXKHO, Ka3aloch, 0e3
KaKuX-Tu00 3MOITNH, HO TEKYyIlHe cie3bl 6e30M1M60YHO BhITaBaid ero 60Jb.

Banb YsH ToXkKe 4yBCTBOBAJ 007b. Bo CHe OH OIIyIas, Kak ero Ipyab pa3phiBaeTCs OT MyYUTETbHON
6onu. OH gaxke He MOT IIOHSITh, ObIIa 1T 9Ta 60/Ib OT KMHKajla, BOTKHYTOTO B €T0 TEJI0, UTTA OT
CUJBbHBIX 9Mo1ui. OH X0TeN cupocuth: «Hu JInHbGhM, MoYeMy TH Ijladellnb? Begb 3T0 TH yOuUI
MeHS, TaK M0YeMy ThI IIJIa4elnh?»

Ho Baub YsH He MOT 3afiaTh 3TOT BOIIPOC, TIOTOMY YTO OH OBIJI BO CHE, ¥ BO CHE OH yKe OB MEPTB.

[Tocnenytomue coObTHS CHa Baub UsH noMHUI cMyTHO. OH JIUIIL CMYTHO IOMHMI, Kak FO# JIuubdai
npucesi, 0OHSJ eTro U Hayall YTO-TO IIeNTaTh eMy Ha yXo... Boaub UsH He Mor pa3o0paTh CJI0B, HO
YYBCTBOBaJI, KaK CKBO3b HUX IIPOHUKAJIA I'Ty00Kas medarb.

Bo cHe Baur YsH He UCHBITHIBAJI HY Kallji¥ HeHaBUCTU. Ka3asioch, OH MOHA YTO-TO, IIOHAI... II04eMy
FO1 JIunwdan youn ero.



3ateM Banb Usn mpocHyncs. 'onoBa 6ojenna Tak, CI0BHO ceruac B30opBeTCs. OH HHCTUHKTUBHO XOTEN
IPUKPHITH TOJIOBY JIallaMu, HO, IPOTSHYB PYKY, 00HAPYXKUJ, YTO €r0 PYKH IPEBPATUINCEH B MYLUIUCTHIE
namsl... OH 3a0bIJI... YTO CTaJl KOTOM.

[ToTpsic roioBo#, 4TOOH M30ABUTHCS OT TOJIOBOKPYKeHUsI, Banb YaH moHsm, yto i JIunbhait cHOBa
npuBe3 ero noMmou. Ceitvac oH yiexasn Ha 6ombiioi kpoBatu FOi JInHb(IS, ¥ BO PTY OCTaBasCs
TOPBKUY NIPUBKYC. AX, BeposATHO, FOu JIuHb(3H gan eMy 1eKapCcTBO?

YyBCTBYSI, YTO €r0 TSKej0e TeJI0 CTaj0 HeMHOTO jierde, Baub YsH peurus mpocTo OTOOXHYTh U He
MYy4uTh ce0s gasblie... 3a0MHO OH MOT OBl IOAYMAaTh O TOM, YTO XK€ ITPOUCXOMHUT.

Ycnoxkousmmcs nocie Bctpeuu ¢ Cy Baticu, Banb UsH cepbe3Ho 06ayMal cBoe IOJI0KEHHE.

Bo-nepBrIX, OH IEUCTBUTENILHO IIPEBPATUIICSA B KOTA. ITO He COH U He rajuttourHanusa. OH, BaHp UaH,
Tenepb KOT. Bo-BTOPEIX, y HETO ocTanuchk BocrioMuHaHus o0 FOu JIuabsgse. OT ux 3HaKOMCTBa [0
1I00BH — KaxXkmoe COOLITHE, KaXmasa neTaslb OLUIX SCHE B ero namMaTu. Ecnu 651 9T0 OblIa ero
danTasus, Baub YsH OB TOUHO He MMOBepPuUi. B-TpeThux, OH BUmen MaH baillHa, KOTOPHIM paccTancs
c H0it JIunwsdaemM, u Cy Baticu, KOTOPHIN YKe yMep... ITO 03HAYaAI0, YTO OH BEPHYJICS B MOMEHT,
OTJIMYHBIM OT BDEMEHU CBOEU CMEPTH.

[MTogBops utor, Baue YsH mpuiien Kk abCypaHOMY BEIBOAY: BO3MOXKHO, OH BEPHYJICS Ha HECKOJIBKO JIeT
Ha3afl, B TO BpeMs, Korfa ele He mo3HakoMuncs ¢ O JIuabdhaem.

CmyTHO nomHs, uTo KOt JIuHb(AM KOTma-To AepxkKal KoTa, Boaus YsH HMKaK He MOT BCIIOMHUTh, KaK
TOT BRITTIsiAEeN. Korma oH ObLT 4esoBeKOM, y Hero Oblja ayyieprusi Ha KOIIayblo IIepPCTh. XOTS OH He
HEeHaBH[eJI 9TUX MaJIeHbKUX XKUBOTHHIX, HO ¥ HEe MOT CKa3aTh, YTo J1Io0un ux. Y B ero namsartu HOun
JIuabd31 mepxkaj KOTa HefoJro...

Ho ecnu npegmonoxenue Boarb YsHa OBITI0O BEPHEIM, U OH OeMCTBUTEILHO cTan KoToM O JInHb(hIs,
TO 9TO O3Ha4aso... 4to FOu JIuubdaii cHOBa BCTPeTUT «Baub UsHa», U y Hero OyfeT IIaHC... YBUETS,
Kak oH caM u it JIurb(hait BI00IsSI0TCS.

CnumkoM ¢paHTacTAYHO. Mbicnu Banb UYsHa cTaHOBUNIKUCH Bce Oojlee aOCypOHBIMHU, HO, TTISIAS Ha CBOE
IyIIKXCTOE TEJI0, OH He MOT He IIPU3HaTh, YTO JaKe CaMblii HEBEPOSTHBIM COH MOXKET OfHAXK[bl CTaTh
peanbHOCTHIO.

— YepHsi, npocHyncs? — HexHbll ronoc npepsai pa3MbluieEus Banb UsHa. OH MOBEPHYII TOJIOBY
u yeumen IO JIuab(da5, mepkaliero B pykax MaJleHbKYI0 MUCKY. Ha ero nuiie Ovlia 1erkas TPeBora,
HO UMEHHO 3Ta MATKOCTh 3acTaBuiia BoaHb YsHa B3OPOTHYTH.

OH He Mor 3a0bITh, Kak FO# JIuHb(D3 OBUT HEXKEH C HUM B TEYEHUE TPeX JIeT UX OTHOIIeHUH. 1 OH He
MOT 3a0bITh, HACKOJIBKO X0J0THBIM ObIT0 nutio FO# JInubdas, Korma ol youn ero. Ceiiuac atot O
JIluubdaii HarlOMHUT eMy 0 cebe, KOTOPOTo KOorpa-To u3basioBajay [0 Ipenena.

IoObIva, ocenneHHas HeKHOCThIO, B KOHITE KOHIIOB IIOJTy4aeT JIM OHA KPOBABYIO pacIpaBy OT
XUIITHUKA?

— O yeMm 3amymasnca? — Bups, Kak KOT C 30JI0TBIMU I'JIa3aMU HEIIOABUXKHO CMOTPUT Ha Hero, 01
JIuHB(IY C JTeTKOM YCMEIIKOK JOTPOHYJICS 40 ronoBel Banb UsHa. — B cnemytomui pas, Korga
YBU[UIIb HE3HAKOMIIA B JOMe, [TI0CTapalucs He [onafaThCs Ha Ina3a. MeHs He BOIHYET, €CIU OHU
YTO-TO BO3BMYT, 51 00IOCh, YTO C TOOOM YTO-TO CIIyUYUTCH.

— Msy. — MsArkoe MypJiblKaHbe He HecCJio B cebe HUKaKoro cMbIC/ia. Baub YsH MPOCTO MalIuHAIbHO



otBeTun K1 JIuHbP3IO.

— Boreer, He Tak nu? [laBai, noemsb HeMHOT0. — Korpma pyka O JIuubdas npubnusunack, Baub
YsH yBULEN, YTO B MUCKE HaXOOUTCS YTO-TO. ApoMaTHas Kallla C MOJIOKOM ellle ABIMUJIAacCh, U
HaCHILeHHBIN 3amax NPOHUK B ero HO3IpHU... BaHb UYsH... coancs.

«K uepTy MecTs u o0maH! Ceiiuac rnmaBHOe — HaecThcsl! K ToMy ke OH yXKe 3HaeT, Kakou HOu
JIuubdaii Ha caMOM fejie, TakK YTO BPSI I ero o0MaHyT BO BTOPO¥ pa3. Kak e OH rojiofeH...»
CrroHa Karmaja ¢ yrojika pra Banb UsHa, Korpa OH, ABUrasi CBOUMU KOPOTKMMMU JIallIKaMH, IIOT0JI3 K
FO# JIunbdato. Ecnu Okl 0H ObIT COOAKOM... €T0 XBOCT OBl Y2Ke OTBaIUICS OT BUJISHUS.

— He Toponuce. — Bupgs, kak Baub UsH Toponutcs, F0i JIuasdsit He 3HaJ, CMESITHCS €My UIU
nnakatb. OH gyMmar, 4uTo 60IbHON KOT OyHeT MpUBEPEIUB K efie, ¥ CIlelaIbHO IPUTOTOBUII
MOXOASIIYIO XXKUAKYIO MUILY, HO Teneps... FOu JIuub(al naxe nogymai, 4To, eClu Obl OH IIPOCTO Aaj
HEeMHOT0 Msica, Baub UsH OBl C pafloCThi0 OmOeXKaIl.

Kak xe BKyCHO... O0usaTh IO JIunbhaeM, Barbs UsH ¢ HacnaxkgeHUEeM el Kallly C CHIPOM, KOTOPYIO
€My aKKypaTHO IIOGHOCHUIH JI0KKoU. Karra Oblyia IpUrOTOBNIeHA U3 IPOCa, € foOaBlIeHNEM CHIPa,
TIOOXOOSAIIETO OJIs1 KOIIEeK. 3amax Oblll BOCXUTUTENIBHEIM, U Ha BKYC OHa ObIJIa OTJIMYHOM.

MeqeHHO CheB BCIO Kallly, Boub UsH, ¢ HAOUTHIM XXMBOTOM, C YOOBOJILCTBHEM IIOTSHYJICS Ha KOJIEHSIX
FOii JIueb(has, a 3aTeM Havasl TEPEThCs TOAO0POIKOM O €T0 PYKY, TPOCS, YTOOHI €ro IIoYecalli.

Hy 4TO0 XK, Iaxke CTaB KOTOM, BosHb Y3H He CMOT BOCIIOJIHUTEL HEOOCTATOK yYMa, Hu, Cygd I10 BCEMY, €T0
COCTOAHNE TOJIBKO YXYOIIHUIJIOCH.

YBuneB Baub YsHa B TakoM coctosgHuy, FOu JInHb(h3M 0KOHYATEIbHO YCIOKOUICA. Korma oHM TOJBKO
BEPHYJIUCH JOMOM, OH [aJl KOTY JIEKapCTBO C IIOMOLILIO0 Mnpuia. Buas, kak Bans Ys5H CIIOKOUHO
JIEXKHUT Y HeTo Ha pykKax, FOu JIuHb(h31 HeliCTBUTENBHO NTepeXkrBajl. TaKoil MaJleHbKUY 3BEPEK, U €0
TakK JIeTKO 06ufeTh... [Ioxoxke, eMy Hy>KHO ITIOMEHSTh 3aMKHU B JOME.

HakopmuB Baub UYsna nekapctoMm, HOit JInHb(3ii mepeHec ero Ha CBOIO KPOBaTh, a 3aTEM
OTIIPABHUJICA Ha KYXHIO, YTOOB IPUTOTOBUTD €y [T KOTa. BHUMaTENIbHO IIOMeIllBas Kallly, OH
HEBOJIbHO B3TJISHYJI Ha XOJIOOUJIbHUK U 3aJyMaJiCsl, He CTOUT JIU 3aMEHUTh er0 Ha YyTh MEHbIIUH. ..
CMoOTpeTh Ha TO, KaK MaJIeHbKUY KOTEHOK KapaOKaeTCs Ha XOJIOOUIbHUK Yepe3 KaMepy HaOmomeHust
— 9TO HaCTOsILIee UCIIBITaHKE IJI HEPBOB.
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