— He 6otoch Te6s1, — ckpuBuics JIan L3u. — C Moelt cuioi, 4ToOH CIPaBUTHCS C TOOOM, BOSHUKHYT
HEKOTOphIe TPYAHOCTH, HO 3TO JINIIb XJIOMOTHL. [lyMato, THl IPUMEPHO TOHMMAaeIhb 3TO.

MepTBeI-BosK mpoMosryart. JIsH L[3u Obl IpaB: y HETO He OBIIO YBEPEHHOCTH, YTO OH CMOXKET
I00EOUTh €T0, IIO3TOMY OH M BEIMAHHUJI €T'0 BO BpeMS CXBaTKH.

— Hy, roBopwu, 3auem Bbi3Ban? — JIoH L[3u moCcMOTpen Ha MepTBella-BoJIKa, HEBOJIbHO 00NTHU3HYB TyOHI.
B 3TOT MOMEHT BOJIK HEBOJIHO COOPOTHYJICS.

[Tpomno HeKOTOpOe BpeMs, Ipexk/ie YeM MepTBell-BOJIK HaKOHell 3aT0BOPUIL:
— §1 X04y 3aKJII0UUTh C TOOOM KOHTPAKT.

— O, u yto manbie? — JIsH L[3u ckpuBuics. 2Keammux 3aKII0OUYUTh C HUM KOHTPAKT OBIJIO MHOTO,
HO TaKas HEMCKPEHHOCTh €T0 He BIeYaTsisiia. — Thl yMaellb, CJTU THl XOUeIllb IOATHICATD, 5 Cpa3y
cormnamyck? TH YTO, BO CHE 9TO YBU[IEJ, UJIX MHE ITOCIIBIIIAI0Ch?

MepTBeI-BoJIK CHOBA 3aM0JT4aJl, TPOCTO CMOTPS Ha Hero. OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO C TEX IIOP, KaK CTall
KOpPOJIEM MEPTBEI[0B-BOJIKOB, Y HETO MOSIBUICS pa3yM. OH MOHMMaJI, YTO 3aK/II0UYeHre KOHTPAKTa C
3THM Y€JIOBEKOM ITPUHECET eMy OTPOMHYIO II0JIh3Y.

EMy HYKHO OBIJTO 3aK/TFOYUTh 3TOT KOHTPAKT. OH CIIMIIKOM [OJITO He MOBHIIIA CBOIO CHITY.
— 4 mory oTmaThcst TeOe, — BOPYT CEPhE3HO MTPOU3HEC KOPOJIb MEPTBEI[OB-BOIKOB.
— Kxx! — JIsH 131 nonepxHyscs COHOU. — HeT, Thl CIUILIKOM YPOAJIUB, S OTKA3bIBalOCh.

YépT, 9TOT MUp, KaxKeTcs, colell ¢ yma. HukKorga He ciblliai, 4TOOR Marniyeckue 3Bepu Ipepjiaraiu
JIIONISIM OTHAThCS.

— ... — Kopomb MepTBeI10B-BOJIKOB CEPHE3HO MMOKaYaJsl roloBoi. — f roBopio cephe3Ho. KakoB TBOu
OTBET?

JIsH 113u cierka IPUKPEHIT riia3a.
— Ortka3s u3-3a yporcTBa.

Kopomnbs MepTBeI0B-BOIKOB, Ka3aloCh, He IIOHKMaJ TaKOT0 OTHOIIEHUs, HO OH OTYasTHHO XOTeJl CTaTh
napTHepoM JIsH 1[31 1T0 KOHTPAKTY, IIO3TOMY celidac sIBHO Hadajl HEPBHUYATE.

JIan 1I3u, Habmiomas 3a HUM, 3alyMaJics, a 3aTeM JIEHUBO IIPUCIIOHUICS K JepeBy, Habonas, Kak
KOPOJIb MEPTBELIOB-BOJIKOB My4aeTCs.

OH Bcerna IpuBJIEKasl CYIIeCTB C CUTbHOM MHBCKOM 1M UK 9Hepruen obumgel. UMeHHO 1MO3TOMY Tak
MHOT'0 HEXKUTH ¥ KOCTSIHBIX 3BEpPey X0TeNN 3aKIIYUTh C HUM KOHTPaKT. Ho u3-3a 3TOr0 ero
TpeOoBaHUS K TaKUM CYLIECTBAM CTA/IM BHIIIE, ¥ OOBIYHO OH HE XOTEJI CBSI3HIBATLCS C HUMH.

YTo KacaeTcs 3TOTO KOPOJIsi MEPTBEI[0B-BOJIKOB, OH COOMpAJICS 3aKJIIOYUTh C HUM KOHTPAKT, HO
ceryac eMy ObIJIO CKYYHO, ¥ €My HY2KeH OBbIJT KTO-TO, C KEM MOXKHO OBIJIO TOUTPATh, @ 9TOT KOPOJIb
MEePTBEI[0B-BOJIKOB OBITT MAeaIbHEIM BEIOOPOM.

KOpOHL MEPTBEIOB-BOJIKOB, My4asaCh, CMOTPeEJI Ha JIsu LI3u. OxH He peniajiCa aTaKOBAaTh, HO U
OTIIYCTUTH €TI0 TO2XKe He XOTEJI. 9T0 OblyTa HacCTOoAlIad IIBITKA.



— Yto Tebe HyKHO, YTOOBI COTTIaCUTHLCS B3SITh MEHST B KQUeCTBe KOHTPAKTHOTO 3Bepsi? — C MoCamou
CIIPOCHII KOPOJIb MEPTBEI0B-BOJIKOB. OH OBIT TAKMM CUJILHBIM, HEYKeIH OH He TOIXOOUT IS
XKU3HEHHOr0 KOHTPaKTa?

— Ouens npocto, — nmopymar JIsn 1131, HakoHeI IToMMaB ero Ha Kpro4ok. OH He cliellla II0foLIell K
KODOJII0 MEPTBELI0B-BOJIKOB, IOCMOTPEN Ha eT0 OTPOMHOe TeJI0 ¥ Iovyecasl Ioa0oponoK. — KoHTpakT
X035uHa u cinyru. Cornacen?

— ... — Koponb MepTBe1I0B-BOJIKOB CTUCHYJI 3y0Ohl, IBHO He XKeJjas coriamaThes. OH OBUT TakK CHJIEH,
pa3Be OH He IOOXOOUT [JI PaBHOI'0 KOHTpPAKTa?

JIan 1I3u, BUOs ero Moim4aHue, IIOHSJI, YTO TOT HEJIOBOJIEH, U C YIBIOKOM Iovecast moabopomioK.

— Ha Xu3HEHHHI KOHTPAKT TH HE UMeeIllb ITpaBa. YTO KacaeTCs paBHOT'O0 KOHTPAKTa, U3BUHHY, 5
Tebe He moBepsit0. Tak YTO TOJIBKO KOHTPAKT X035MHA ¥ CITyTH. X0Yellb — COTJIAIIakCs, HE XOYellb —
MOXKeIIb YOupaThCs.

Xots JIan LI3u Ka3asucs 1erKOMBICTIEHHEIM, €70 OCTOPOXKHOCTE OblNa CUJIbHEE, YeM Y KOT0-11u60.
PaBHEIN KOHTpaAKT? [laxe ecnu OBl 9TOT KOPOJIb MEPTBELI0B-BOJIKOB OBLI JOCTOUH €0, C TOYKU 3PEHUS
0e30macHOCTH, KaK MOXKHO NOBEPATH TOJIBKO UYTO BCTpedeHHOMY cyiiecTBy? 2Kamb, Ho y JIsu 113u He
OBIJIO TAKOM CMeJIOCTU. BAPYT 9TOT mapeHs NpefacT, OH faxe He OyfeT 3HaTh, KOMYy IIJIaKaTh.

Koponb MepTBeIoB-BOIKOB MOT4ajl HEKOTOPOE BPeMs, a 3aTeM CTUCHYJI 3yOHL.
— Cornaces.

OH BepuJI CBOEHM UHTYUIIMY U TOTOB ObIJT PUCKHYTh. KOHTPAKT X035IMHA U CJIyTH — IYCTh Tak. Eciu
3TOT YeJIOBEK [eVWCTBUTENILHO IPUHECET MY peasIbHYIO [10/1b3Yy, OH OKaXKeTCS B BRIUTPHIIIIE.

— Bor u ymHUIa, — yneibuyncs JIsH 1[3u, mMoTIafuB 1any KOPojs MEPTBELOB-BOIKOB, a 3aTEM PE3K0
IIPUJIOKUI CHUILY.

Ha name KOPOJisi MEPTBELOB-BOJIKOB IIOABMIIACh KPOBaBas ObIPa, U KPOBb Ha4daJla KallaTh BHHU3.
KOpOHb MEPTBEIOB-BOJIKOB C HEJOYMEHHEM CMOTDEN Ha CBOIO JIaIly, 00J1b HAaIIOMKHAJIA €My, 9YTO OH
TOJIBKO YTO IIOABEPICA HallaJ€HNI0 CO CTOPOHEI CBOETO 6y11y1ue1"0 HOBOT'O XO3s1MHA.

— He BonHylics, 3TO HOBBIY BUA KOHTPAKTa X035IMHA U CIIyTd, — ycrnokoun ero JIsx 1[3u, BUAs, Kak
KOPOJIb MEPTBELIOB-BOIKOB HEPBHO MOIXKKMAET JIally, a KOTTH BRIABATAIOTCI HAPyXKYy.

Kopoiib MepTBELIOB-BOJIKOB, XOTs ¥ He TIOHKMAJI, HO He Bo3pazKaJl, 103Bosisas JIoH LI3u menaTs ¢ ero
JIATIOM YTO YTOOHO, TEPIS OOJIb.

JIsn 1131 CKpUBHIICS, HAKOHEIl HAUuTPABIINCH, JOCTANl U3 KapMaHa OyMaKHBIN TanucMaH u 6e3
JIUIIHUX CJIOB MIPUXJIONHYJI UM PaHy KOpOJIS MEPTBEL[OB-BOIKOB.

— CeropmHs mpu3payHas ¥ CITyKUT IIPOBOTHUKOM, 3aKJI0YaeM KOHTPAKT, Hapekas Te0s [Tu 113u. [a
OyneT cuyia KOHTpPaKTa CBUETENIEM.

TanmucmaH GBICTPO 3aropencs, u JIsx L[3u, He MOPTHYB I'Ta30M, ORICTPO ITOpPe3alt JafloHb U IPUXKal eé
K TaliMcMaHy. TOT MTHOBEHHO CTaJl SIPKO-JKEJITEIM ¥ OBICTPO YCTPEMHUIICS B IIeHTpP OpoBei [Tu 113u,
nuc4ye3HnyB 0e3 cieqa.

Kopomib MepTBEI0B-BOJIKOB, Teneps yxke [Iu LI3u, ¢ yousmeHueM HabITI0#as, Kak B er0 CO3HAHUU



TIOSIBUJICSI MaTMYEeCKUM KPYT KOHTPaKTa. TONbKO cefiyac OH HAKOHEI] TTOHSJI, YTO er0 yKe 3aKITI0UIIIN
B KOHTPaKT. OH TyT XK€ CKJIIOHUJ TOJIOBY:

— XO035gHUH.
— He Hapo, 30Bu MeHs «l'ociofguH», — MaxHyJ pykou JIsx 1i3u. — Mens 30ByT JIaH 1l3u.
— Ia, Toctiogus, — u 1131, 0OOUBIINCE CBOETO, CTal 0Y€Hb YTOIIUBEIM.

K coxamnenuio, 13-3a ero OrpOMHBIX Pa3MePOB 3TO COBEPILIEHHO HE BHITJIAMENO0 KaK IOMLITKa YTOAUTE.
JIsn 131 ITOKHYJ A3BIKOM, HO HUUYEro He CKa3asl, IIpocTo cMoTpesl Ha [Iu 1131, a criycTa Jojroe BpeMs
IIPOX3HEC:

— Tl MOXKeIh Pa300paThCST CO CBOEH IMAaKON METKUX?

— Mory, — kuBnyn [Iu LI3u. Ha camoM gese ero mosiBneHue 37ech ObIJI0 He CIy4aldHOCThI0. OH
CMYTHO ITOYYBCTBOBAJI YTO-TO ¥ IIPUBEJI CIofja IalKy MEJIKMX IICOB, YTOOHI TOCMOTPETE.

Ho nocKONbKY ¥ TeX MepTBeI0B-BOJIKOB He OBIIIO pa3yMa, OHHM TOJIBKO 3Ha/IM, KaK aTakoBaTh, TaK YTO
IPaKTHYeCKN MTHOBEHHO 00e CTOPOHBI BCTYIHUIIU B O0M. A OH BCE 3TO BpeMs CJIETUI 3a CUTyalluel C
JIsn 113y, roe emy ObLJIO [0 TOTO, UTO [eJlaid €r0 MeJIKKe IICH, TaK YTO OH IIPOCTO He BMEIINBAJICS.
Temneps, BCIOMHUB 00 3TOM, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO EMY KOHEII.

— T'ocrioguH, 3TH MepPTBELbI-BONKHU... — [Iu 1131 HeMHOT0 He BhiiepxkKai. Kak Hi KpyTH, 9TO XKe ero
MeJIKHeE TICHl, XOTS Pa3yMa Y HUX U HET, HO BCE Ke 3TO OJUH POod. MepTBeIlbl-BOJIKA Ha3bIBAIOTCS
BOJIKAMU HE TOJIBKO II0OTOMY, YTO BBITJIIAAT KakK BOJIKYM, HO ¥ IOTOMY, YTO YHACJIeH0BaIu
MCTHUTENIBHOCTh ¥ YyBCTBO KOJIJIEKTHBHU3Ma BOJIULETO IJIEMEHHU. Telneps, KOTrga OHU yKe cerndac
TepnsaT 6eny, [u 131 He MOT He IIONIPOCUTH 3@ HUX.

JIsn 113y CKpUBUJICS, HO HUUETr0 He CKa3asl, IpocTo cMoTpes Ha [Iu 1131, a crycTs Jojroe BpemMs
IIPOX3HEC:

— Ymenbmm pasMep tena. Heymo6HO TOBOPHUTH, KOTHA IPUXOOUTCS 3aIIPOKUIEIBATE TOJIOBY, YTOOHI
CMOTPETH Ha Teb.

Iu 113u Obin BHe ce0si OT pafoCTH, OH €CTECTBEHHO YCIIBIIIA, YTO B cyioBax JIsH 1[3u He OblI0
yIIpeKa, ¥ MOHSJI, YTO B 3TOT Pa3 ero MeJIKUe IIChl, CKOPEE BCETO, CIIACyTCs, TI03TOMY HEMEIEHHO
TIOCJIVIITHO YMEHBIIIHIT TeJIO.

Hymast o ToM, 4T00H yroguts ['ocnoguny, Ou LI3u cTapancs yMeHbIIUTLCA KaK MOXKHO Oosblre. B
OOVH MOMEHT, He 3aMeTuB caM, JIsx 113u o6Hapyxun, yro [u 1I3u nepeq HUM HCYe3, a HA €0 MeCTe
Ha 3eMJle CUfENl YePHBIN IIeHOK Pa3MepoM C KyJlaK, KPYIJIBIY U ITYXJIBIK.

JIau 1I3u Ha MrHOBeHUe 3aMoj4al, 3ateM nogoren K [Tu LI3u, cxBaTun ero u mpuxan k cebe, a
3aTeM MOJT4a OTIPaBUJICSA B 0OPATHBIMA My Th.

«YEpT, KOHEll, KaK 3TOT TUII y3Hal, 4TO 5 (paHAaT KOMOYKOB».
«Tako! MaJIeHbKUH KOMOUYEK, CJIUIIIKOM... MUJIBIH! »

JIsn 1I3u Morn4a I11e1, HO eTro pyKa HeBOJIbHO nornaguna cnuny [Ju 1[3u. Bcmomunas obelianue,
nanHoe [u 113u TonpKo 4TO, JI3H 1131 1O4YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO 3TO HEUCTBUTENIBHO TOI'0 CTOUIO, BEAb
KydKa MaJIeHbKAX KOMOYKOB — 3TO IIPOCTO IIpeKpacHo!



B 9T0 BpeMs cpazkaBIIKecs JIIONM, He 3Has T0YeMy, XOTS Marudeckasi CHjia HCTOIIaaachk OTPOMHO,
CTanu OercTBOBATh BCE Gojiee CBOOOMHO. ['pyma MEPTBEIIOB-BOIIKOB MTepe HUMHU, Ka3aioch, Hayasa
BeCTH cebst HeOPeKHO, CIIOBHO CIIEIMaIbHO UX BHITyCKasi. ITO OBUIO 0YEHb CTPAHHO.

910 mepBeIM 3aMeTus JIuHb LIy, KOHKPETHO 3TO BEIPAXKajioch B TOM, YTO OH He 3HaJl, KaK UMEHHO
IIPOU30IIIIO, HO OH SICHO BU[IEJI, KAK MEePTBEIl-BOJIK yaapuI jtanoi. OH yKe IPUTOTOBUIICS K
KOHTpaTakKe, HO, K er0 YOUBJIEHUIO, 9TOT MePTBEL-BOJIK IIPOCTO «CHs» JIuHb L1 co cTBOMa epeBa, a
3aTeM CjerKa yJapuil ero elle mapy pas, He CUIbHO.

JInae u: «...»
Brnarogaps ToMy, 4TO MEPTBELbI-BOJIKM HaMEPEHHO HaBay M00/IaxkKy, paHee pa3po3HEHHbIe TI0IU

HaKOHEI[ Halll/Ix BpeMsi, 4ToOkI coOOpaThCs BMECTe.
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