Bepxuuii OyMaKHBIHM TaauCMaH BHE3AIIHO 3aropesics caM 1o cebe. YOIUBUTENHHO, UTO OH He 3aiKer
OCTaJIbHBIEe TAJIMCMaHEL, a IPOCTO CTOPesl U UCYe3, He OCTaBUB [laxe Iela.

Wup K0aHbCs10 MOOHSN B3TJISA 4 TOCMOTpeN Ha JIaH 131, cTosIero Hemnoganeky. B ero rimasax
IIOSIBUJIOCH JIIOOOMBITCTBO.

«KTO 0H Takou?»

JIsn 113U, KOHEYHO, He 3HaJll, YTO ero TaJluCMaH IIPOU3BEI Ha Wup F0aHbCsI0 TaKoOe CHILHOE
BrneuaTyieHne. OH CTOSI Y BXOIa B IOM CTAPOCTHI M CTy4aJl B IBEPk.

— Hy, Beixogute! OHo yuwno, — OypkHy JIsH 131 ¢ IBHEIM IIpeHeOpeKeHNeM.

OH Bcerpa mpes3upai TaKux Jiofieli, KoTophle o0pallanuch K MacTepaM 3a IIOMOIIbI0, HO He TIJIaTHIIH,
a 3aTeM ellle ¥ MHITAUCh OTIUIAaTUTh 37I0M. Tako# ucxon OB 3acnyKeHHbIM. Eciu OBl He KelaHue
3aBneuyb Mab FOaHbCs10, OH OB laXKe HEe CTasl 3aHUMAThCS 9TUM HEeJI0M.

BHYTpu moMa HacTymnuja TUIINHA, ¥ CIIYCTS HEKOTOPOE BpeMs pa3facs U3MeHEeHHHIH ToJIocC.
— M-macrep?

— @y, — ycMmexHyncs JIaH 131, 9TOT Y4enoBeK TONBKO cerdac CTajl IPOSBIAThL yBaxeHue. OH
HETePIeNBO CKPECTUII PYKHU Ha Tpyau. — BEIXOAUTE, OHO YIIIIO.

[Tocne 3TuX CI0B B IOME HACTyIIUJIa TUIINHA, 3aTEM Pa3daliCda 3BYK Yero-TO, YTO TAIIKUIIX II0 IIONY, 1
HaKOHEIl OIBEPb IIPHUOTKPEIIACK.

— MacTep? B menb BHIISHYIX MyTHEIE T'J1a3a, IOJIHbIE CTpaxa, U yBugenu JIss 131, KOTOPHIM CTOS
CO CKpEIlleHHEIMU PyKaM# ¥ C HACMEIIUBOY yIIHIOKOM.

IIBepb CO CKPUIIOM OTKPHIJIACh U3HYTPH, U B3rAL JIoH LI3u mepekIIounsics Ha HOT'Y CTapOCTHI.

OH He cIpalIuBal HA 0 YeM, IIOTOMY YTO Ha HOTe CTApOCThl OblJla OTPOMHasl paHa pa3MepoM C [iBa
KyJaka, KoTopas Iepecekasa ero 6efipo, OCTaBIIss IUIIb HEOOIbIION KyCOK KOXKM, COeAUHSIOIUAN
KOHEYHOCTH C TEJIOM.

CT&pOCTa CBEXUJICS, ¥ 00JIb OT YKyCa, CMelllaHHas C y2KaCOM, XJIBIHYJIa Ha HeTO. OH 3ammakani, cjie3sl
1 COIIJIKX TEKIJIX 110 ero0 JINIY.

— MacTep! Macrtep, BH JOIKHEL ClTacTé MeHA! f He Xxo4y ymMupars!

— ...Cam Haknukan 6eny, — OypkHyn JIsx LI3u. — JlagHo, HalguTe 4To-HUOYb, YTOOH BCTaTh. BaM
elle Hy?KHO Pa300paThCs C 9TUM.

C oTuMH CII0BaMH OH Pa3BEPHYIICA U BHIIIE]I U3 AOMaA.

Crapocra, yBuzes, uto JIau 1[3u yxoaut, 3anaHukoBaj. He o6paiiasi BHUMaHUS Ha HEBHIHOCUMYIO
60mb B HOTe, OH CXBATHUJI CTYJI, YTOOH MMOMHATHCS, U C TPYHOM IocienoBant 3a JIax LI3u, 605Ch
OTCTaThb.

JIsH 1131 maxe He B3TJISHYJ Ha CTapoCTy. Briiins u3 moma, oH ObicTpo nopoiien K Mub K0aHbcsio,
KOTOPBIN CTOSJ HEIlOAaneKy.

— 4 BepHyICH.



— Muwm, — paBHOpyiHO otBeTU1 MHE K0anscso.

— Hy, Teneps 1o noBepun? — ycMmexuyscs JIsu 1131, yKa3eiBasg Ha XKeHIUHY, KOTOpas BCe ellle
KaTaJach 10 3eMyie. — Bupuib? 3TO U eCTh 0XKUBIIEE TETIO.

— Mwm, — cnokoiHo otBeTun Mub F0anbcso, B3risaHyB Ha JIsH L[3u. B ero rinasax ObU1 BOIPOC, HO OH
OBICTPO OTBET B3TJIS.

JIsu 1131 coenan B[, YTO He 3aMETHUJI eT0 B3TJIAMa, U MOBEPHYJICS K KEHIIUHE.
YT0OBI CITPABUTECS C HEH, HYKHO OBIIIO BEPHYTHCS K UCTOKAM MPO6GIEMbI, @ UMEHHO K CTapoCTe.

CrapocTa, KaK TOIbKO YBUE JIeKallylo Ha 3eMJie XKeHIIUHY, KoTopas 00Jbllle ITIOX0AuIa Ha KYKJTy,
yeM Ha 4yeJloBeKa, Cpa3y 3amaHuKoBajl. OH YPOHHUII CTYJI, Ha KOTOPHIM ONMUPAJCS, U C TPOXOTOM yIIaj
Ha 3eMJII0.

— Aaa! Cracute! — 3aKkpuyaj OH, eT0 T'oJI0C ObLJT XPUIIJIBIM U UCKaKeHHBIM. CTpax ObLI HaCTOJIBKO
CUJIbHBIM, YTO OH Jaxke He MOT IOJHSTH CTYJI, @ TOJIbKO OTYasHHO IEMJISICS 3@ 3€MJTI0, IBITasACh
YTIOJI3TH.

— II-11, — O6ypkuyn JIsu 113u, HabGmomas 3a 3Tow crieHou. MHb FOaHbCSI0 MOJTYa, UL CMOTPET Ha
JIsr 1131 ¢ HETIOHSTHEIM BEIPAXKEeHMEM Ha JIUIIe.

CT&pOCTa OTYAsHHO II0JI3 I10 3eMJie, €0 OTOPBaHHAA HOT'da KPOBOTOYMIJIA, BRITJIAOEIIO 3TO Y2KaACHO. Ho
ceryac eMy Ob110 He 10 60y, EQMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH XOTEJ, — 3TO BBI6paTbCH oTcropa!

JIau 1I3u Habmomgan, Kak CTapOCTa IIOJI3a€T, U 4epe3 HEKOTOPOE BPeMA IIOTEPAII HHTEPeEC. On
ImogoIiesl K CTapocCTe, KOTOprI;I YXe BHIOMJICS M3 CHUJI, ¥ CKa3all.

— JlapHO, HUYETro CTpaIuHoro. Jta npobaeMa Havanach u3-3a Te0s, ¥ 3aKOHYUTCS OHA TOXKE Yepes
TeOs1. Ecrii TH He X04ellb, YTOOB OHO IIpeciieioBasio Te0s, Tydlle CiylIail MeHs U He
COIIPOTUBIISMUCS.

Crapocra yxe He oyMal 0 conpoTuBieHuu. Certyac oH OBl ITOCYIIAN faXKe 00BIYHOTO HUIIETO, JIUIIIh
OBl crIacTH CBOIO KM3Hb. OH OBIJT HACTOJILKO HAIyTraH, YTO I'OTOB OB Ha BCe.

JIaH LI3u yCcMexXHyJICs, HO He CTasl ero gasbiire MyduTh. OH CIerKa MOTSHYJICS U IopoIes K b
FOaHbCS10, TOCMOTPEB Ha HEro COOKY.

— Trl ny4ie OTONUAY TOJablIe. ITO He OIS TeOS.

Wub KaHbCs10 MoT4a B3r/IsHy Ha JIsH LI3u, momep a ero B3Il HEKOTOPOe BpeMsl, 3aTeM OTOIIeT
B CTOPOHY.

Y6enusmmuce, ytTo Uub FOanncsio oromern, JIsn Li3u He cTan Meamuth. OH HOCTal U3 CYMKHU KYCOK
IPeBeCHOr0 yIJisi ¥ OBICTPO HAapUCOBAJI TaJlMCMaH, YTO-T0 6opMoya cebe moj HOC.

Ecnu OBI KTO-TO C OTKPHITEIM TPETHUM TJIa30M HaOIII0ma 3a 9TUM, OH OBl YBUOET, KaK BOKPYT JIoH
LI3u pacmpocTpaHseTcs TeMHas 9HEPTHs, UCXOSAINAs U3 ero Tejla. JTa SHeprus He pacCceruBaach, a
OblyTa CKOHIIEHTPUPOBaHA KUCTHIO Ha TalUCMaHe, 00pa3ysi TOHKUE JTUHUH.

2KeHIMHa, Ka3aJloCh, II0YYBCTBOBajla YTO-TO CTpaHHoe B AencTBugx JIsH LI3u. Ee Teno cnerka
OpoKaso, HO, He UMes pa3yMa, OHa He 3HaJjla, YTO [eflaTh, JIUIIb MHCTUHKTUBHO OTCTYNHIA U
3apeiyana Ha JIsH 131 B 3HaK yrpo3HL.



CT&pOCTa CMOTPEJI Ha JIau 13u kak Ha cnacurtens. OH Bugen, 4to JIau L|3u menmaeT, u MOHUMAI eTo
CHUjy. Ero CTpaX HEMHOI'O YMEHBIITHUJICA, XOTA 0071 B HOT'e HAllOMMHAJIA, YTO BCE ellle He 3aKOHYEHO.

Yepe3s Tpu BOOXa TaaucMaH ObUT TOTOB. JI9H L]31 MOBEpPHYIICS K CTapoCTe.
— ¥V 3T0ro0 mena ecTh IPUYUHE ¥ TOCTenCcTBUs. UTOOH! CIIacTy Te6sI, TH MOJIXKEH 3alIaTUTh LeHy.
CrapocTa 3akuBaJ, He pa3gyMbiBas. [IycTh OymeT eHa, OH TOJTbKO XOTEJ BHIKUTH!

JIsn 131 KMBHYII, TIOCMOTPEJI Ha XKEeHIIUHY, 3aTEM Ha TaluCMaH, B3[OXHYI U pe3K0 6pocun
TaJINCMAaH.

Teno 0Xumno, HO Tak Kak [yIa yxe Oblyia B3sTa JIsH LI3u B KauecTBe puspayHoro paba, ero cuia
Obla HeBenuKa. bojee TOro, U3-3a HCUE3HOBEHHUS AYIIHM OHO cTajo cinabbiM. s JIsu 1131 9T0 65110
IIPOCTO MYCTSIKOM.

«YepT, OngaTh MOTPATUJI HEMHOTO IPU3PAYHOM CUIB», — moayMant JIsH 1131, OpocuB B3TIAA Ha
crosiufero HemoapukHO Mub FOaubcs0. — Hapelocs, 5 He B yOBITKE.

TanucmaH OBICTPO IPOJIETEN 110 BO3AyXy. OOBIYHO TaKKe TaliCMaHbl IPUKPEIISIIUCD K IyXaM, HO Ha
3TOT pa3 OH He NONAJ Ha XeHIIKHY, a ObUI OpOIIeH B CTapPOCTYy.

Kaxk TOnmpKO TanucMaH KOCHYJICA CTAPOCTEI, TOT 3aKPpHU4YaJl ¥ IIOTEPAII CO3HAHHUE.

Tanucman 6bICTpO CrOpeJl Ha €ero rojiose U MC4YeE3, a Ha TeJie CTAPOCTHI ITIOABUIIMCE MHOT'OYHCIIEHHEIE
CJIefHl OT IJIETEH, SIBHO OCTaBJIEHHEIE CUJILHBIMHI yOoapaMu.

[ToMuMO CIIe[IOB OT IIJIETEM, Ha Teje ObIIM 0KOTH ¥ CIEIH OT KieMa. He ObIsT0 HY OMHOTO 3MO0POBOTO
MecTa.

Crnepnpl OBLIH IIOKPHBITHL YEPHBIMHU IIATHAMHA, U3 KOTOPBIX ITIOJHUMAJICSA T-IepHI::II;I ABIM, BEITJIAOEIIO 3TO
XKYTKO. Tomnbko JIsH LI3u 3Ham, 4TO 3TO IIPOCTO 3HEPTrUusd 00U MBI, OTPaXKeHHas Ha TeJIe CTaPOCTHI.

KeHIKHa, HaIIPOTHB, Ha4aJla IIOCTEIIEHHO 3aKMNBaTh. Xors AbIPpa B 2KMBOTE, OCTaBIIasACHA II0CIIe
HamnageHus Ha Mab KOaHbCs10, He HcYe3na, OPyrue paHbl Ha €€ TeJjie Ha4aJIh 3aTATUBAThCA.
KeHIrHa InepecTaaa OBUTAThCA, €€ JINIO CTAaJI0 CEPhIM.

— W Uywu, — JIsu 1I3u B3rAsHYI Ha CTAPOCTY C Mpe3peHueM, 3aTeM 1mo3Ban. — JIagHo, XBaTUT
IpSATaThCAd. BEHIXOAM, TIOCMOTPH, YTO TaM.

JIaH 1131 He ckprIBai cBOUX ClI0B 0T Hb FOaHbCSI0, ¥ TOT TOXKe UX yCIbIai. B ero rimasax
TIOSIBUJIOCH ellle 0oJblile TI000MIBITCTBA.

JIsn 1I3u He 3ameTu B3rasgga MHb KOanxncso, IIOTOMY 4YTO, KaK TOJIBKO OH ITPOM3HEC 3TU CJIOBA4, nu
HYI;I IIOABHUJIACH IIEpen HUM, OCMATPHBas XKEHIMHUHY.

Panee oHa He BHIXOOUIIA, 0051Ch OOCTaBHUTH Hey;IIO6CTBa CBOEMY I'OCIIOJUHY. Ho Tellepsb, KOraa OH
I103BaJl, OHA IMOsABUIIACH.

'nsapgs HA XKEeHIMHY, KOTOpasi BePHYIAach B HOPMaJIbHOE COCTOsTHYE, HO Oblyla Hey3HaBaeMow, U 1lyi
TIOYYBCTBOBAJIa CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO.
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