JIsH 1I3u ymep.

Ero cmepTh ObiNIa BecbMa cBoeoOpa3Hoii. Bynyuu [ToBenuTenemM npu3pakoB, KOTOPEIM HABOOUTT yKac
Ha BeCchb TEMHEBINM MUD, OH BIEPBLIE B XKU3HU y3HaJ, KAKOBO 3T0 — YMePeTh OT COOCTBEHHOU PYKH.

[Tomapanue mom MoIHOEe MCKyCCTBO OTAEIEHUS AYIIU BO BpeMsi 605 OCTaBUJIO €My MaJio IIIaHCOB Ha
BEIKHBAHHUE.

Ecnu OB 9TO 3aKIKMHAHKE OBIJIO HAJT0KEHO KeM-TO OpyTHuM, OH OBI, BO3MOXKHO, CIIPABUIJICA, IIYCTh U C
TPyOooM, HO He 10 TAKOM CTEeIeHU, YTOOHI YMEDPETH.

OmHaKo 9TOT yaap GBI ero COGCTBEHHBIM, ¥ OH ITPEKPACHO 3HaJI, HACKONIBKO OH pa3pylnuTeneH. Eciu
OBI OT HETO OCTAJICS XOTS OBI IeTes1, 9TO yx&Ke OBbII0 OBl XOPOLIIO.

— Kaxoii no3op! HaBepHsika Bce 6ynyT cMesIThCS Haio MHOM.

C YYBCTBOM OOCAObl OH OIMYTHII, KaK XOJIO 3aJIMBA€T €TI0 TeJi0, O2Kugasd, KOrga CO3HaHNe
OKOHYATEeJIbHO IIOKUHET €T0.

OpHako, K ero YOUBJIEHHWIO, TEJIO JIUIIb Ha MTHOBEHHE OXBATHUJI X0JIOO, HO OKHUJAaeMOTI 0 IIPpEBPAIIEHNUA
B ITPaX He IIPOU30IIIO. BMecTo 3TOr0 mMocie xoaoaa OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI CTPAaHHOE TEeIlJIO.

Teso OBITIO ClIerKa OHEeMEBIIINM, HO YYBCTBUTEJIbBHOCTDb COXPAHAIACH, JIAIIb HeOoJIbIIas YCTaJIOCTh,
KaK II0CJie JOJITOTrO CUOEeHuAd.

— Heyxenu g ommbes?

OTKpBIB I'7Ia3a, OH YBUAEN Iepef co00l He MPUBHIYHBIN MPaYHBIA U XOJIONHBIH 1et3ax TEMHOTO
MUpa, a TYCTOH Jiec, ITie iepeBbs CTOSITIU TakK IJIOTHO, YTO UX 3eJIeHb Ka3ajiach 0COOeHHO SIPKOU U
IPUSATHOU.

Omnaxko JIax 1131 3Has, YTO 3TO TOYHO HE TOT MUP, B KOTOPOM OH CYIIEeCTBOBas. TEMHBIN MUP ObIT
JIVIIEH CBeTa, HAIlOJIHEH HEXUTHIO ¥ HACHIIIeH JeMOHUYECKON SHEPTUel, Tak 4YTO 3eJIEHbIe PacTeHUs
TaM IIPOCTO He MOTJIU CYIeCTBOBaTh, HE TOBOPS yKe O TaKOM I'yCTOM Jiece.

JIsH 113u onlenieHesno CMOTPEII BOKPYT, HO 4epe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMdd, CJIOBHO BCIIOMHUB YTO-TO, PE3KO
OIIYCTHIJI B3TJIAO Ha CBOU PYKHU.

— Tak u ecTh.

Hepen HUM OBLIH OBE€ HEBEPOATHO Oesble U HeXKHEIe JIadOHH, KOTOPHIE 10 CBETOM Ka3adJINCh
TIagKUMHU, KaK CJIOHOBAsA KOCThb. XOTS CJIEOEl OT MHOTOJIETHUX TPEHUPOBOK 1 PAH MCYEIJIH, JIsu L3u
MOT' C YBEPEHHOCTEIO CKa3aTh, YTO 3TO OBITTH €T0 COOCTBEHHEIE PYKH, TOJIBKO IOpa3no MOJIOZXKeE.

— ... oxun?

C youBneHreM 0CMOTpeB ce0si, OH He Ccpa3y CMOT OIpee/nTh, KaKhe YyBCTBA UCIIKITHIBAET. Yepe3
HECKOJIbKO MI'HOBEHHUY OH BAPYT THXO PAcCMesyiCs.

— 3abaBHo.

JIsn L3u OBIJT CIOKOMHLIM YeJIOBEKOM, 1, 0CO3HAB CBOE HEIHEIITHee COCTOSIHHE, He CTall 0C000
IepexunBaTh. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, [JI HETO OBLITO BA2XKHO, YTO OH KHUB, d B KAKOM MUPE — HE UMEJIO
3HaueHUs1. EMMHCTBEHHOE OTIHYMe 3aKJII04YaroCch B TOM, YTO B TEMHOM MHpPe OH HUKOI'Ma HEe BUEII



TAaKHX KPACHUBBIX paCTeHHfI.

OrnsigeiBasich BOKPYT, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €r0 HaCTPOEHME YIy4IIuiIoch. Te, KTO JXKeJall ero
CMepTH, HaBepHsKa 00pafoBaiuch Ok, HO, K COXKaJIeHUIO0, OH He TaK-TO JIeTKO yMupas. 3/I0leU KUBYT
[ONIT0, U eMy OBbIJIO He TaK MPOCTO YUTHU U3 KU3HMU.

Ecnu OvI €10 Bparu y3HajH, YTO OH He TOJILKO He yMep, HO ¥ BO3POMUIICS B TAKOM, Ka3ajIoCh OHI,
ITPEKPaCHOM MECTE, OHU OBl TOYHO CTOPEJNIH OT 3JI0CTH.

XnomnHyB B nagotuy, JIsx LI3u ¢ TErkoCThIO MOJHSJICS HAa HOTH. PaHbllle, He MPUBLIKHYB K HOBOM
00CTaHOBKe, OH CH[IeJI Ha 3eMJIe.

TpaBa mop Horamu ObIJIa MSITKOM, 3€JIEHOM M, XOTS Ka3alaCh XPYMKOM, Co3[aBaja MPUsITHOE
OLIyIIEeHHUE.

— CKOJIBKO BPEMEHHU IIPOIIJIO C TEX IIOP, KaK 4 BUIOEII TaKHe nmeu3axu.

C nmérko# rpycThio mogyMaj oH. B TEMHOM Mupe Takue ciiabble 3eJIEHbIEe CYIIeCTBA CYUTAIUCH ObI
TPexoM, Befb CIab0CTh He [jaBajia TpaBa Ha KU3Hb.

HOTHHYBH.II/ICI: 1 OTPAXHYB PYKH OT 3€MJIH, OH IIOCTapaJiCsd UTHOPHUPOBATE MMPUATHREIE BII€UATIIEHUA OT
Opr}KaIOH.Ieﬁ Cpennl 1 Ha4dJI BHUMATEJIbHO U3Y4YaTh MECTHOCTL.

Iaxe ecnu eMy HPaBUIIOCh 3TO MECTO, CeAYac OH He MOT II03BOJIUTh ce0e OTBIEeKaThCs. YKe
HaCTyIaja HOYb, a OH, TPOCHYBIIKCH OJIMKE K 3aKaTy, IIPOBEJI HEKOTOPOE BPEMsI, OCMATPUBasi CBOE
TEeJI0, TaK YTO Telepb BpeMs IPHOIHNKAIOCh K BeUepy.

Xotst CBETIBIN MU OBLIT IaJeKo He TakK OlaceH, Kak TEMHBIH, BpO}KHéHHOG YYBCTBO OIIaCHOCTH HE
103BOIsII0 JIsH 1131 0cTaBaThCs B HEM3BECTHOM MECTE HOUYBIO 0e3 IIOATOTOBKH.

Ila, Heu3BeCTHOE MECTO.

MecTo, rIe oH IIPOCHYIICA, HE OBLIIO HU TOCTHUHUIIEN, HY YbUM-TO JOMOM, U laXKe He pOCKOI.HHOfI
KpPOBaThIO, KaK B HEKOTOPEIX POMaHaX, a IIPOCTO JIECOM, I'le-TO B I'JIYIIH.

Jlec ObIT OTPOMHBEIM, ¥ B HEM I[apujia HeeCTEeCTBeHHAs THUIMMHA. []axke 3BYKOB HOUHBIX HACEKOMEIX He
OBIIIO CITBIIITHO, ¥ BCE BOKPYT Ka3aJ0Ch OTPOMHOM ITacThi0, TOTOBOM MOTJIOTUTH JTI060€ KUBOE
CYIIEeCTBO.

Bcé aT0 BrI3bIBaO Y JIoH 1[3u 4yBCTBO HeyBepeHHOCTH. OH IOHUMAJI, YTO eMy HYKHO ObICTpee
BEIOpaThCS OoTCIofa. MHTyuUIMS nofcKasbiBaila, YTO 3TO MECTO He IOOXOOUT [AJIS JOJITOTO
peObIBaHMsI, 0COOEHHO [IJIS HETO, TUIIEHHOTO CHJL.

Ha camowm pene, JIan 113u 3aMeTus cBoio mpo6iieMy cpasy mocjie MpobyKOeHus: — ero mpu3padHas
CHJla ucue3sJa.

[Tpu3payHas cuia Obla 3arafloyHoM Belbio. OOBIYHO Mary WM KOIAYHE, CBSI3aHHBIE C HEXKUTHIO,
obJlalany €0, XOTs [laXKe IOCyIe THICSIYeIeTH TPEeHUPOBOK €€ KOJIUYECTBO MOTJIO OBITh pa3MepPOM C
KyJIaK, HO 9TOT'0 XBaTaJIO [JIS aTaK ¥ MCIOIb30BAHUS CIIOCOOHOCTEH.

Morymectso JIsH 131 BO MHOTOM 3aBHCEJIO OT €ro NPU3PavyHOU CUJIBL.

OHa Oblla YHUKaIbHOM — OH OBbLI MPUPOKIOEHHKIM HOCUTEJIEM HEXXUTH, U BCE €T0 TEeJI0 OBIIO
HAIOJTHEHO MOIITHOM MPU3pavYHOM CUIION. MOXKHO CKa3aTb, UYTO OH OBIT BOIJIOIIEHUEM 3TOM CHUITHL.



OpHAaKo Teneps OH 00HAPYKUJI, YTO IPU3PAYHas CUIa UCYE3Ia.

Be3 He€ ero Tesno cTajo Mo4YTH IPO3pavyHEIM, KaK y KAaKOT0-TO XPYIIKOTO CYIeCTBa U3 HEXKUTH,
JIUIIEHHOTO (HU3UYECKOU (DOPMEL.

— BoT 3To0 mpobnema.

C nérkoy mocamoy B3OOXHYJ OH, 3aKyTaBIINCh B YEPHBIH IIJIAlll, KOTOPHIM paHbIe OB CUMBOJIOM €T0
craTtyca B TEMHOM MUpPE, OCTABUB OTKPHITHIM TOJIBKO JIUIIO.

Be3 mpu3paydHoi CUJbl OH OB CJTabbIM, U €My CJIe0Baio OBITH OCTOPOIKHEBIM.
OH Onl yBepeH B ce0e, HO He CaMOHAEsTH, ¥ MPEKPACHO IIOHUMAJl CBOM BO3MOXKHOCTH.
MepnneHHO TPOABUTASICh BIIEPEN, OH UYBCTBOBAJ pa3gpaXkeHue OT HAaCTyHaloIlel HOYn.

K cuacrThrio, ynada Oblyia Ha ero ctopoHe. OH HaXOIUJICA HelaleKo OT Kpasi jieca, U BCKOpe CMOT
BLIOPATHCS U3 HETO.

Hepmaneko ot neca Haxoguics He0OJbIIoM roporok. OH OB MaJeHbKUM, HO, CY[Is 110 BCEMY,
HaCEeJIEHHEIM, YTO OBIIIO OOIBIIKUM IIocOM s JIou 113m1.

T'opomok GBI XOPOIIIO OXpPaHsIeM, U, TOJIbKO MOJoMAs K BopoTaM, JIsH 1131 mouyBCTBOBAI HECKOJIBKO
HeOOBIYHEIX ayp Y BXOfa.

Y BOpOT CTOSI/IM ABOE CTPaXXHUKOB, HO, YBUAEB JI3H LI3U, OHU IT0YEeMy-TO BHITJIIAENIN KpanHe
YOUBIEHHBIMHU, JaKe HeJOBEPYUBLEIMU.

— He Tporait MeHs, u 51 He TPOHY Tebs.

9T10 61110 MpaBusioM JIsH 131, MO03TOMY OH IIPOCTO IPOUTHOPUPOBAJ CTPaHHEIE B3TJISIAH CTPaXKHUKOB
¥ TIOOOUIEN K BOPOTaM, BEIPa3UB XKeJlaHue BOUTH.

OpHaKo CTPaKHUKY, Ka3aJloCh, OBIIM ITOPAXKEHH €T0 MOSIBIIEHUEM.
— Tr1 KuB?

YT0 3TO 3a Bompoc? HeyxKenu oH, ’KMBOX YEJIOBEK, CTOSIINY IIeped HUMU, BRITJISIOEN KaK BOCCTaBIIUMN
13 MEDPTBBIX?

JIaHu 1131 BHUMATEILHO OCMOTPETT YeJI0BEKa — HUKAKUX 3JIbIX HAMEPEHHUM, ITPOCTO OOBIYHEIN
JII0OOTIBLITHEIH.

— O, 1 ymep, — c yIbIOKOM OTBETHUII OH, B T'Jla3ax MeJIbKHYyJa yCMeIlKa. BiepBrle ¢ HUM Tak
pasroBapuBay, 3TO ObIJI0 HOBO. — Jif, OpaTaH, 3Haellb, YTO TaK F'OBOPUTH — 3TO BEPHEIN CIIOCO0
IIOJIyYUTH 110 MOpHe?

ToT, moxoxe, OBLI OlllapalllieH €T0 CJIOBAMHA U Ha MT'HOBEHHE 3aMOJI4aJl, IIpexKae 9eM HEJIOBKO OTOUTH
B CTOPOHY, OTKPEIBAsA BXO[.

— Ecnu He ymep, TO IpOXOOH.

— Xex, MépTBBIe Beb HE MOT'YT BOMTH, — YCMEXHYIICA JIsH 1131, MBICJIEHHO OTMETHB, YTO 3TOT
YeJIOBEK CJIeTKa TYyIIOBaT.



JIsn 1I3u, BUAOS, YTO CTPAXKHUK SBHO CMYIIEH, CXKAJIMJICS U He CTaJl MPOI0IKATh, IIPOCTO ITPOIIET
MHMO, HO, ITPOXOMs, CJIerkKa KOCHYJICS TPYOH CTPaxKHUKA.

CTpaXXHUK 3aCTHLI.
— ...Mawma, g BCTpeTHUI u3BpalleHna!

JIau 1131, eCTECTBEHHO, HE 3aMeTHJI, KaK ero NeiCTBHE OIlapalliuiio CTPaXKHWKA, ¥ OBICTPO BOIIET B
TOPOJIOK.

Houbio TOpOmOK OB OYEHb TUXUM, TOJIBKO HECKOJIBKO TOCTUHUI U MTyOINYHEIX TOMOB OBLIN
OCBelIeHb (POHaPSIMU.

[Topa3meicnuB, JIsH L]3u BOIIEN B CaMyI0 0KUBJIEHHYIO TOCTUHHUILY.

Y Hero He OBIIO HUKAKHUX BOCIIOMUHAHUM 06 3TOM MUpE, U OH JaxKe He IOHKUMaJl, T0YeMy CTPaXXKHUKHU
ero mponycTunu. [ToHOe HE3HAHKE 9TOT0 MUPa 3aCTABUIIO €TI0 HHCTUHKTUBHO BEIOPATh CaMyI0
OOJIBIITYI0 TOCTUHHUILY.

TaMm, rme MHOTO NIOfieX, TaM ¥ MHOTO UH(OpMaLuu.
9T0 mpaBuio paboTano Be3me.

JIsn 131 He TpaTun BpeMeHU 3pPsi, BOMMAS, OH OBICTPO HAIIEN YTOJIOK, BHI3BAJI CIYTY, 3aKa3asl Yal u
ceJl, BHUMAaTEJIbHO Ha0Iioflas 3a OKPYXKaIOIINMHU.
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