— Xoporo, — cka3dana Xo L[3uHbioi. — BBUY TBOUX 3aCJyT KaK CIYTU TPeX OUHACTHUM, S IPOIILY
Te0s1 etrle pa3. A ecnu OymeT cnepyroumi pas?

HMHepanI/ILIa, K YOUBIJIEHHUIO BCEX, HE CTaJla YUHUTH HpeHHTCTBPIfI KaHIJIEPY Baii u merko
COI'lTaCHIIaCh.

— Ecnu oH OyzeT, g roToB noHecTy cMepTh! — Kaninep baii, cuntas, 4To criac XKU3Hb CBOEH Ho4Yepu
Baii LluH, TOpKeCTBEHHO 1000EITal.

B 3are MrHOBeHHO MOMHSATCS IyM o0CcyXkaeHul. HekoTophie 13 00jiee ONMBITHBIX MUHUCTPOB B OyIle
CYHMTAJIM, YTO BCe He TaK MPOCTO. BceM M3BECTHO, KaK UMIIepaTpHIla JTo0uIa JOHUMAaTh KaHIIepa
Bait B o6bruHble gHU. Kak ke 0oHa MOTJIa Tak JIerkKo ero oTnycTuTh? ToNbKO caM KaHuyep bai, Oymyun
B IIeHTpe COOLITHM, He BUEN 3TOro. BuguMo, y uMIiepaTpuIlkl OB ellle OMWH 3allaCHOM IIJIaH, pa3
OHa [BaK[hl I03BOJIUJIa KaHIyIepy balo MCIoib30BaTh €r0 CTaTyC CTaporo CIyTHU Tpex OUHACTUH,
yTOoOH 130€eXKaTh HaKa3aHus. [0BOPST, YTO ABAXKIH — 3TO IIPEMes, a TPETUM pa3 yKe He IMPOIIaeTCs.
CeropHs KaHIepy Baro, moxoxe, He u3bexkaTh Oembl!

Brusy bu Jlo, ¢ pacTepssHHBIM BUOM, CMOTpeJia Ha uMnepaTpully. Kak xe tak, 4yto bau lus,
HanoxHu1a bail, okasanack HeBUHOBHOM? Torna oHa, BepHYBIIUCE, OynmeT 3abuta no cmepTu! Tak
Henb3s! OHa [0/IKHa CKa3aTh caMoOe BaXHOe, HaBepHoe, UMIlepaTpulla HaMePEeHHO 3aCTaBUlIa ee
IIOMI0XaTh.

— O? Jra cnyxkaHKa BHTIISOUT Tak, OYITO XO4UEeT YTO-TO CKa3aTh? EcTh nu y Tebs elre 4To-TO
coo0muTh MHE? — X0 LI3uHbI0M moaHsIa OPOBb, MaBas 3HAaK bu JIo mpomoIKaTh.

— Barime BenmuuecTBo, y paObIHYM IeHCTBUTEIBHO €CTh elre 0fHO feno! — bu JIo cHOBa ITOKJIOHMIIACH,
yIapUBIIKACH JIOOM O TIOJI.

— Tet, rpsi3Has paObIHs, HEe CMel TYT KieBeTaTh! Baie BemnuecTBo, MOXKHO M Y2Ke BBITHATH 3TY
rpsi3Hylo pabniHio? [103BOJIbTE MHE CaMoOM C Hell pacrpaButhcs! — Hanoxuura bait Toxke
CTyKHynach 160M, TPOMKO U HaTSIHYTO cMesich. OHa yKe 3Hasa, YTo coOupaeTcs cka3ath bu Jlo! 3To
MOTJI0 OBITH TOJTBKO OJHO AEJI0, HU B KOEM CIIy4Yae HeJb3s IMO03BOJIUTh el CKa3aTh 3TO!

— IIpopomnxkaii roBOpUTh! — pe3ko npukasaja Xo LI3uHbon.

Ha nure HanoxHuibl bail Bce cumbHEe MPOSIBIISIACh TPeBora. MUHUCTPH TaKKe 3aMHTEPECOBAIKCE,
YTO JKe 9Ta MajieHbKas Clly’KaHKa MOTJIa CKa3aTh. Bemb eciiu 0Ha COBpET, 3TO OYHOET IPECTYIINIEHHE
TIPOTUB UMIIEPATOPA, 3a KOTOPOE II0jIaraeTCcsi CMepTh!

— Bame BenmuuecTBo, HanoxHu1a bail CKpkiBana 0T Bac OfHO fejo, — bu Jlo, co6paBIIKCh C JyXOM,
BhITa/IKJia BCe pa3oM. — C Tex Mop KakK HalloXKHUIY ball B341u BO ABOpeELl ITOJIMeCsIla Ha3af, OHa
TalHO BCTpeyYasach C yrpasnsiomuM BanoMm u3 naBku Llyiicuas B MMnepaTopckoM ropoge! Y mo
ceropusHero gHs! Cerogus HanoxHua ball Hapsiaunach, YTOOH BCTPETUTHCS C YIIPABIISIOMIUM
Bauom! f Bcerga compoBozkfasa HanmoxHULy balt u mpekpacHo 3Haio 06 atoMm! IIporry Barie
BenuuectBo paccnenoBaTh 970! — CrnykaHKa bu JIo TOTHOCTEIO CKIIOHUTIACH IIepe] 3eMJield, TPOMKO
CKa3as.

9TH cnoBa BeI3Bau Oypio B 3ane!

[TepBas HamOXHUIIA UMIIEPaTPULIBEI TAaiHO BCTpeYanach ¢ mpocTomoguHoM! [Tpu 3TOM HaloXKHUIIA
Oblia 6epeMeHHa yXKe IOYTH YeThIpe Mecslla, 1 HeU3BECTHO, Yeil 9T0 peOeHOK — UMIIePaTPUIIBl NN
IIPOCTOJIIOAVHA!



MUHUCTPHI B II0Ke 00CyKOaiu, 9YTO XkKe 3TO 3a mena!l
Boxe, 4TO ke 9TO 3a gena!

Ilaxke caMble cTaplIue U CAep:KaHHbIe MUHUCTPHL HE CMOTJIA CKPHITh CBOETO yauBiIeHus. Hamoxuua
MIlepaTopa, IepPBOro JIulla TOCYAapCTBa, TAUHO BCTpPedaaach C IPOCTOMIOAUHOM! OTO HECIIBIXaHHO!
HeBupganno!

— Tet! Tet! Tet! Tel KneBememb! V Te6si, Mep3K0# IeBYOHKHU, XBAaTHJIO HATJIOCTU MPUAYyMaTh TaKue
MCTOPUH, YTOOHI TOTyOuTh MeHs! Bamie BennuecTBo, HeMeIeHHO Ka3HUTE 3Ty JIXKUBYIO CIIyKaHKY!

Ecnu 06wl HanoxHuuia bait cTosina, oHa OB, HaBepHOE, 3amlphirana oT 37moctu! Hanoxuuna bait, cTost
Ha KOJIEHSX, C HEHABUCThIO CMOTPENIa Ha CIyXKaHKY, CJIOBHO XOTeJla COIPaTh C HEe KOXKY U CHECTh
3a3KuBO!

— 3amonuu! Korga 3T0 Hay0OXKHUIE TI03BOJIEHO IPUKA3kBaTh MHE? — X0 LI3uHb0M HaXMypuiach,
BhIpaXKasi He0BOJILCTBO.

— ¢ HeBUHOBHa, s HeBUHOBHA! [Ipoiry Baiie BenuyecTBo paccienoBath! 9Ta Mep3Kas ClyKaHKa
xoueT noryouts MeHsi! OHa Bce 3T0 BeigyMasna! — Bait LluH, moHUMas, YTO [AeJI0 MJI0XO0, IIOCIENTHO
OTIpaBABIBAJIACh, 3aTeM IIETIOTOM OOpaTUiiach 3a moMoikio K oTiry. — Oternr! Orerr! ITomoru MHe!
Ckaxu 4To-HUOY[b!

Kanmnep Baii Ovln B II0Ke, OH IIOJTHOCTBIO OlieneHer, U, Kak Obl Bait IIuH HU 3Bajia ero, OH CJIOBHO He
ciblnaj. B ero romose cioBHO 060pBaiach CTPYHA, ¥ OH MOJTHOCTHIO MIOTEPSIIT CIOCOOHOCTh
pearupoBarTsk.

9710 XKe ero nmobduMas Joub, KOTOPYI0 OH BhpacTui! Ero moub Bcerga Oblia MATKOM, BEKIIUBOH,
nobponeTenbHOM U 01aTOPOAHOM, KaK OHa MOTJla COBEPIINTh TaKoe IpefobonesiHrue? IToO HaBepHSIKA
KJeBeTa cinyxkaHku! HaBepHsaka!

Crapsiii KaHIyiep bali HakoHel npuiies B ce0sa ¥ IOCIEITHO TPOMKO CKa3all:

— Bamre BenmuuectBo! Mos moub Obllla BOCIMTaHa MHOM, OHa Bceryma Onlna mo0pooeTeTbHOH,
BEeXKJIMBOM ¥ Pa3yMHOM, OHA HUKOTHA He CMorjla Obl COBEPIIUTH IpefodoaesiHue! 3To0 Mep3Kas
CIly’KaHKa, KOTOpas X04eT OKJIeBeTaTh MOIO J0Yb, Impoiy Baiie BenuuecTtBo paccienoBats! ITporry
Bare BennuecTBO pacciemoBaTh!

OOBIYHO TOPABIM U HaIMEHHBIM CTapHI MUHUCTP ITOKOPHO JIeXasl Ha 3eMJie, IpoXkKa OT cTpaxa. X0
LI3uHbI0M YyBCTBOBaJa Ce0s1 0YEHb NOBOJILHOIM.

Kanmyep Ba#i, Tl He oxkupga, 4yTo y Tebs OymeT Takoi JeHb, Ja? Xa-xa-xa.
Xo LI3uHbIOM BHYTPEHHE CMesiiach, HO Ha JIUIlE He BhilaBaja HU €QUHON SMOLIUH.

— Jrta cnyXaHka, ¥ Te0d eCcTh JoKa3aTelnbCcTBa? Thl JOJIKHA TIOHMMAaTh, YTO €CJIM THL COJIrajia XOTh B
omHOM cjioBe, TeOe oTpyOsT romoBy! I'oBopu 0CTOPOXKHO! — ONMH M3 MUHHUCTPOB BHIIIETT BIIEPeN U
cripocun bu Jlo.

— 4 ocMenumacek BCTaTh 3[I€Ch, KOHEUYHO, Y Me€HA €CThb noka3aTenbcTBa! — CKa3aB 3To, CTapuias
ClIy2KaHKa bu Jlo BhITalMIa U3-3a IIa3yXH IIa4YKy IMHUCEM U I1Oaajia HX.

Hanoxuuna Baii, yBupeB nucbMa, KOTOphie BeiTaumia bu Jlo, yke Gbiia monHa yxaca. Het! 3toro



He MoxkeT ObITh! OHA Ke KaxXK[bl pa3 IpuKa3biBaja CllyKaHKaM ckedb nuckMa! [la, oHa
IIpUMKa3biBajla, U UMEHHO CTaplleu ciyxkaHke bu Jlo!

EBHYX Bau nopoiien u IIPUHAI ITIMCbMa, TIOJIO2ZKUB UX Ha CTOJI Iepea TPDOHOM.

Xo LI3uHbB0OM chaemnana BUM, YTO OTKPHUIA [IBa UITK TPH MMKChMa, HE 0C060 BUUTHIBASICh, 3aTEM
CKOMKaJla UX ¥ IIBLIPHYJIA B KaHIyIepa bas. Byoy4yu ombiTHOM B 60€BBEIX UCKYCCTBAX, OyMaKHbIM 11ap
c cunon ymapun kauujepa bas no ronose. Kanuyep bait yxke morapbiBaics 0 comepKaHuu, U, KOTaa
IIMCHMO II0TIAJI0 B HETO, OH C APOXKALIUMU PYKaMH Pa3BEPHYJ ero U, YBUAEB HallMCaHHOE, YYTh He
JIVIIUIICS 9YBCTB.

Bait [uH yxke OblJIa TOTOBa YMepeThb OT CThiAa. Korga oHa TaliHO BcTpedanachk ¢ Bau 1[3siyaHoM, OHU
IKCajy OPYT OPYTY MHOXECTBO HEIIPUCTOMHBIX CTUXOB. Teleps, KOTha ee OTel] YBULEN UX, OHa Jaxke
He MOTJla IPpeICTaBUTh, YTO OH IOAyMaer.

OHa maxe He X0TeJla fymMaTb 00 3TOM.

Kanunep bay ¢ gpoxamuMu pyKaMy YPOHUII IIKCEMO Ha I10J1. MUHUCTPEI, CTOALIME HETIOHAJIEKY,
cropau ot ai060IEITCTBA, UM 04EHb XOTEJIOCh Y3HATh, UTO K€ TaM HaIlKMCaHo.

— Kaniyep baii, 4yTo TH aymaelns? [lepenail 3Tu IUCbMa MUHUACTPAM, IIYCTh OHU OLIEHAT, He
ouru6rack U 5, 06BUHSAS Ballly ceMbio? — Xo L[31HbBIOM 37T10pagHO yIBIOHYIACh, TOBOPS C SIBHBIM
HemoOPEIM HaMEePEHUEM.

— Bame BenuuectBo! {1 HeBUHOBHaA! OTH nKUChMa He g mucaja! OTo Mep3Kas ClIyKaHKa Iofgenasna
ux! — bau LluH Bce ellle He coaBaiach, Kpuya B 3a’le.

— 3amomnun! OT0 3as 3acefaHui, 31eCh He MecTo g uutoxu! K ToMy XKe, TH faxe He BUAeTa
cofepKaHMe MUCEM, KaK XKe Thl 3Haelllb, YTO 3TO TBOM nmouepk? — Xo LI3uHbio# cMoTpena Ha bai
LIuH CBBICOKA, CJIOBHO Ha MEPTBeIIa.

Ycneimas c1oBo «Iioxa», bau LITuH HEBOIBHO B3OPOTHYJIA.

MuHUCTDEI, C pa3pelIeHus UMIIepaTPUIL], IOOHSIN CKOMKaHHbIe IINChMa U pa3BepHynIu ux. Ha ux
JIUIAaX 0TPa3UJIOCh MHOXKECTBO 3MOLUK.

[TepBbIli MUHUCTp, TPOUNTAB, C TOKPACHEBIIUM JIULIOM Ilepefal MUChMO clienyloimeMy. Heckonbko
mrceM 00OIIIY BECh 3aJI, MUHUCTPEI IIETITAINCh MeXK Iy COOOM.

— Boxe, 3T0 IelCTBUTENBHO HAIKCalla Ta camMasi JoOpomeTenbHas MIadiias noub bai?

— Kakas mobpomeTtens? Ta, 4TO MUIIET TaKue HEIIPUCTONUHLIE CTUXHU, Pa3Be MOXKeT OBITh XOpoIIen?
— Tccc! Tumie, Kak ThI MOXKEITb TAKOE TOBOPUTH?

— [-u-11, mocMOTpHTE, YTO 37€Ch HAIIKCaHO.

%

IIBe Temna CIUBAIOTCS B OODBATUAX,

YymecHO ¥ TapMOHUYHO,

[TepemnneTasich BBEPX U BHUS,



LenytoT ryObl ¥ TUXO CTOHVT.

*

— Bboxe, KaK &e 3TO0... 3T0... HEIPUINYHO!

— Boxe, IelCTBUTENIbHO, HEJIb3S CYAUTH 10 BHEIIHOCTHU! ..

Crplmra mwenoT BOKpyr, nuio bau Lun no3enenesnno. OHa, C UCKaXKEHHBIM JIUIIOM, KpAdara:

— Bamme BenuuecTBo, paccnenyiTte! 91 HUKorma He cMorya OBl COBEPIIUTH TaKoe IpemobonesHue!

Ee KpuK IpuBieK BHUMaHue Bcex B 3ane, bait LIyl moyyBcTBOBasa, OyATO Ha Hee CMOTPST THICSIYU
riaa3!

— 4 He xouy cnymaTth TBOM OpemHH, uToxXa. [IpuBeguTe yemoseka ciofa! — Xo I[3uHbBION XIOMHYIA
II0 CTOJIy, OTHaBas IIPUKa3s.

3a [BEephBIO [IBa CTPaXKa MPHUBEIN MYXKYHHY B 3eJIeHOM ofexke. ITogouas K CTYIeHsIM, CTPaxku
yIapuIx ero o HoraM, 3aCTaBUB BCTATh Ha KOJIEHHU.
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