— Bbnaropopnas HanoxHuia baii, s mapoBaja Tebe TUTYI 071aropOIHON HAJTOKHUIIE, U TH PEIIUIa,
YTO MOKEIllb B3JIeTEeTh Ha He0eca ¥ [ie/laTh BCE, UTO Mmoxkesaels? Heckombko pa3 Th 6erana Bo
IBopern L3uHbcsH 1 [IBoper FO#4xK3, MOTb3YsICh CBOUM II0JIOKEHUEM, YTOOHI IIPUTECHSTh
HoBoOpauHbIx! ThHI laxke oCMeNnIach Ha3hiBaTh Ce0sT MOeM KeHOM, HO y MeHs TOJIbKO OffHa JKeHa —
uMIlepaTpuiia! A MecTo UMIepaTpHULbl y MeHs BCE ell€ nycto! CeMbs bali Tak 0TYasiHHO CTPEMUTCS
K BJIAaCTH?

Xo 1I3uHbI0M cHeNnana IrJI0TOK BOOH, 3aTEM YCUIIMIIa MHTOHAIIHIO.
— W 1B gaxe He 3aiyManach, JOCTOMHA JIU Thl, C TBOUM XapaKTepOM, CTaTh MOel UMIIepaTpUIen?

YcnpimaB 3t 6€32Ka0CTHLIE CI0Ba, 671aropomHas HanoxHua bait MraoBeHHO mobnegHena. OHa
TIOJHSJIA PYKY, YTOOB IPUKPHITE T'Jla3a, U CJIE3H pPyYelKaMu IOTEKIIH 110 €€ JIHILY.

— Barma ciyra rimy6oko nmo6ut Bamre BenrdectBo! Kak st Moriia ObI TpOsSiBUTL HeyBaxKeHUe K Baiemy
BenuyecTBy unu K rapeMmy? Bc€, uto mo6ut Baitie BenudecTBo, mio6uT u si! 4 roroBa ymepeTs, YTOOHI
N0Ka3aTh CBOIO IIpefaHHOCTh! TOMBKO yMOJISII0, HE TO3BOJIIUTE KJIeBeTHUKAaM OCIeNnuTh Baie
BenuyecTBo!

YBupes, Kak baii L[yH ropbKo IjlayeT, MUHUCTPHI TIOYYBCTBOBAIM ell€ Oombiliee cocTpaganue. Benb
OHa rOTOBA YMEPETh pafiyl MoKa3aTeIbCTBa CBoel mpemanHocTu! OHa CKa3aja, 4To JIIOOUT BCE, UTO
mobuT ummepaTop. Pa3se 3To He pexgkas noOpomeTeNbHas AeByIIKa? Kak MoXeT UMIepaTop,
IIOBEPUB KJIEBETHUKAM, XOTETh €€ CMEPTU?

B 3asne cHoBa pasgancs menoT. Xo LI3uHbioi ¢ ybi0KoM onepiach roj0BoM Ha IMOAJIOKOTHUK TPOHA,
CJIOBHO IIPEBPATUB 3aJl 3acefaHui B TeaTp. UNHOBHUKHU U CeMbSI ball CTany akTépaMu, a OHa
HacJlaxpanach cliekTakieM. Eif XxoTeoch Me[iIeHHO CMaKOBaTh 3TO 3pefulle, Habmonas, Kak gpyrue
1I01aflaloT B 3aTPyJHUTETIBHOE NI0JI0K€eHNe, BUAAT HafleXOy, a 3aTeM [IOrpyKaloTcsa B 0e30HY
oTuyasgHusd. TOJIBKO TOTTIa OHa YyBCTBOBaJsia YOOBIETBOPeHUE. [lepepoauBIINCh, €€ MEICTU CTa/IN
IIOUCTUHE KOBapPHBIMU.

— 3HauuT, 67aropogHas HaloXHHUIA bail cyuTaeT, 4To S clena? — MeJIEHHO ITPou3Hecsa X0
LI3uHbI0H.

Kaninep Bait yxke gaBHO MOYYBCTBOBaJ HEJaAHOE, HO, OBUAKUMBIN OTIIOBCKOM JTI000BBIO, OH PE3KO
yOapuics TOJI0BOM O IOJI.

— Baiie BenudecTtBo! Eciiu BBl HETOBOJIBHEL STUM CTapHUKOM, CKaXHUTe IIPAMO, HE Hy2KHO
HCIIOJIb30BaTh MOIO 69HHYI-O JO049b KaK OPYJII/I€! — I'POMKO 3adBHUJI KaHIJIED baii.

— 3HauuT, KaHiep bay cuuTaeT, 4TO S Kallpu3HUYai?
Xo 1I3uHbIOM MeMJIEHHO I0CTalla U3 pPyKaBa MUCbMO U OpoCcHia ero Ha IOol.
— IlogHMMM ¥ IPOYTH, — JIEHUBO IMPOU3HECTIAa OHA.

Kanmyep Bait ¢ mogo3peHueM MOOHSIICS, TTOAOIIEN U TIOTHSI TUCbMO. Pa3BepHYB €ro, OH yBUAEN
3HAKOMbIe CTPOKHM, U BAPYT OyMara rmokasanach eMy HEBEPOSITHO TskEmoi. OH CHOBA yIal Ha KOJeHH
C TPOMKHUM CTYKOM.

— Bam cniyra BuHoBat! Ba ciyra sBuHoBat! Batn ciyra 3acinyxusaeT cMmeptu! YMmorsto, Bamre
BenuuectBo, nposiBute Mmunocepaue! INomanure 6/1aropoqHyo HamoxHuIy baii!



Kaninep Bait B cTpaxe G6uICs TOIOBOM O 1MOJI. MUHUCTPHI, He TOHUMAsI, YTO IIPOUCXOTUT, JIUIIh
CMOTpEJIX B 3aMellaTeNlbCTBe.

— Oren! Orent! Yto ¢ BaMu?

BraroponHast Ha/moXHuUIa Bait mocmenuia Ha KOJIEHIX MOAIOI3TH K HeMY, B3sijla MHCHMO H,
IIPOYHUTAB €ro, mobaegHesna emié 6obie. [poxKamyMy PyKaMy OHa 00paTuiachk K X0 LI3MHbBIOH.

— Bamre BenuuecTBo! YMmonsito, pa3beputech! 3To muchkMo noamenka!l OTo HaBepHSIKa clesnalia Mos
ryiaBHad ClyXKaHKa!

— OTO mOKa3aTeNbCTBO TBOEHU CBSI3U C BHEIITHUM MHPOM, M 3TO TBOM ITOYepK. Kakas 3mech MOXKeET
OBITH IIOAIEJIKA? — CIIOKOMHO CKa3ana Xo [I[3uHbI0MN.

— Bame BenuuecTso, 3TO HaBEPHAKaA COejlalia CIIy2KaHKad, KOTOpad 3aTaujla Ha MEHA 3J'[06}/'! —
HaCTaHBalla 6J1a1"0p011Ha;{ HajoXxHuLla ban.

YBumeB, Kak oHa IIPOABIIAET CTOMKOCTE, MUHHUCTPEI CHOBa ITIOYYBCTBOBAJIN K Hei COCTpaaaHue.
Koneuno, 3To moagmenka CIIy2KdHKH.

— Ecnu 3T0 cHenana ciyXaHKa U3 TBOETO [BOPIla, II0YeMy KaHIyep bail cpa3y mpu3Hasl BUHY?

Ha sToT pa3 MuHucTp ¢puHancos Jlu BaHbI[3e, CTOPOHHUK MMIIEPATOPa, BHICTYIXT Bliepen. OH He
MOT, KaK Opyrue MUHUCTPHL, UCILITHIBATE XaAJIOCTh. 2KaJIOCTh CIIe[0BasIO0 UCIIBITEIBATE TOJIBKO K
UMIIEpaTopy.

YcnbimaB 3T0, MUHUCTPBL CHOBa 3aCOMHEBAJIUCH U TIOBEPHYUCH K KaHuyepy bait. Xo I3uHbioN
0000pUTENTBHO TTOCMOTPEJIa Ha MUHUCTPa JIX, U TOT, YOOBIETBOPEHHEIHN, OTCTYNUIT Ha3af.

I[Top B3rIsAmaMu BCeX MHHHCTPOB KaHIyIep bail mocTapaics yCIoKOUThCsS. OH OTPSXHYII
HECYIIEeCTBYIOIIYIO MBITh C PYKABOB ¥ MPOJOJIKUII, CTOS Ha KOJIEHSX.

— ITOT CTApUK IPOCTO IMOAyMaJl, YTO MOS [I0Yb COBEPIIIHIIA OUIMOKY, ¥ B IIOPEIBe O€CIIOKOMCTBA
yMousn Bame BenudectBo o Munocepauu. Temneps, KOTHa BEISCHUIIOCH, YTO 3TO KO3HU CITy2KaHKH,
npoiry Baire BenryecTBO BOCCTaHOBUTH CIIPaBENJIMBOCTh AJI1 MOeU fodepu!

Teneps kaHuyep bait roBopus ¢ 00JIbIIEN YBEPEHHOCTHIO, CJIOBHO MMUChMO AEMCTBUTEIBLHO OBIIIO
IIOANEJIKOU.

— Xax, — ycmexHynach Xo LI3uHb0i. — ITO IUCHMO JINYHO [epefasia MHe TBOS IJlaBHas ClIyXKaHKa
Bbu Jlo, u 51 pa3pemuia e OTIPaBUTLCS B 4oM Baif, 4T00B COOOIMKUTE HOBOCTH. BCE, UTO THI CIIBIIIAN
IIPOLIJION HOYBIO, 51 caMa cKa3asa bu Jlo. MHade TH gymaelns, 4yTo O1aropofHas HajmoxkHUIa bal,
HaxofsCh B TNTyOKMHaX ABoplia 0e3 CBsi3el M 0CBEeIOMUTENIEN, HeHCTBUTEILHO MOTJIa y3HaTh, YTO
meByIIKa AHb — 3TO ouIinanbHas KypTU3aHKa?

Xo LI3uHb0ON PagoCTHO XJIONHYJIA B JIafOLIN.

— Kanmep Baii, TH nelCTBUTEILHO XOPOILO IPOCYXTAll, IIPEBPATUB MO0 HaIOKHUILY B CBOETO
ocBemoMuTessi. Pa3Be T He MOT ObI BOTKHYTh MHE M€Y B Cepflle, II0Ka S CIIII0? — IPOMKO
BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHa.

Kanmyep Bait cHOBa B3APOrHYJI OT cTpaxa. Cerogust UMIepaTop MOCTOSTHHO BHE3AITHO KpUdaJ, 4YTO
IyTaJio ero 0 CMepTH. MUHUCTPEL TOXKEe YKPAOKOHN IepeBOIUIIN ObIXaHUe, TaK KaK OBITM HAIMlyTaHHI.



— Bame BenuuecTtBo, 9T0 HeclipaBennuso! Bam criyra okieBeTan! OTo HaBepHSIKa KO3HU CIIyKaHKU
IIPOTUB MeHs U Moeu ceMbu! — KaHuyiep bail ynopHO He ITpu3HaBajl BUHY.

— Torma 00bsICHY, KaK THI Y3HaJ, 4TO g Obln B LI3sHe, B [TaBunbone HedpuToBoit BecHHI, 1 IPUBE3
OTTyHa KypTU3aHKy? A?

Xo LI3uHb0M IPUCTaIbHO CMOTPENIa Ha KaHIiepa bas.
— [ToueMy gpyrue MUHUCTPH 00 5TOM He 3HAIOT?
— 3970... 9T0... Bam ciyra...

Kanmnep bait 3aukarncs, He Haxons cjioB. OH, OBUXKUMEIN OTIIOBCKOM JTFOO0BBIO, XOTEJI IOMOYb bai
LluH coxpaHUTH MOJI0KEHKE BO OBOPIIe, HO He TOAyMaJll, UYTO CaM IIOMAafET B JTOBYIIKY,
paccTaBIeHHYI0 9TOU KOBapHOU uMnepaTtpulen! Tenepb 0H 0Ka3ascs B IIOJI0XKEHUY, KOTa He MOT
3AIIUTUTE Haxe ceods.

YBupes, uTo KaHujep ball He MOXKeET BEIMOJIBUTh HU CJI0BA, OKPYZKAIOIINE MUHUCTPE TOXKE
3aMoJIyasiy, He pellasch Jaxe AblaTh. X0 L[3uHb0N nepBoi HapyIuia TUIIUHY.

— Kanumnep Bai, mpu3Ha€Eb MU Thl CBOIO BUHY? — CTPOT0 CIIPOCHJTIA OHA.

— Bam cnyra... Bam cinyra npusHaét BuHy! Bar ciyra 3acnyxkuBaeT cMepTu! YMonsio, Baie
BenuuecTBO, IPOCTUTE 3TOrO CTAPUKA B 3TOT pa3!

KaHunep Baii, moHsB, 4TO BBIXO[0d HET, CTUCHYIL 3y'6H " IMPpU3HAII BUHY, HAr'JI0O YMOJISAsA O IIPOIIEeHNN.

— O? Tenepsb npusHaéinb BUHY? [IpocTuth Te6sA? KakuMmu 3aciyraMu Th 06J1afiaelirb, YTOOH 5
npocTuia Tebe Takyil OrPOMHYI0 OIIUOKY?

Xo II3uHbI0M C yIEIOKOM CMOTpesa Ha KaHIyiepa bas, 3ailaBast OKMH BOIIPOC 3a APYTHUM.
Kanmyep Baii, o6mamast TOJICTOM KOXKEH, TYT Ke OTBETHUIL.

— Bame BenruecTBo! 3TOT CTapUK CIyKUT Y2Ke TPEM HMIIepaTopaM. YMoJsgio, Bamre BenndecTso,
BCIIOMHUTE O 3aCjIyrax Iepef BalluM OTI[OM U IIPOCTUTE MEHS B 9TOT pa3!

['oBOpsI 0 CBOEM CITyKEHUH TPEM OUHACTHUSAM, KaHIyIep Ball 3ammakar, BEIISAOS OYeHb KaKo.
MUHUCTPH IOJyMaJjIi, YTO OH NEeNCTBUTEIILHO CIIYKUJI TPEM MUMIIepaTopaM, U flaxke eCcjIu ¥ HeTro HeT
3aCyyr, TO eCcTh TPyA. Tem Gosee, OH ITOMOTasT MPEBIAYIIEMY UMIIEPATOPY OOCTUYD Benmuyus. 110
CPaBHEHHUIO C 9TUM, TEKYyIIee JeJI0 Ka3aloCh He3HaYUTeNIbHEIM. Ho 3acimyru cTaporo Ciayrud paHo WUIu
II03[IHO 3aKAHYMBAIOTCS, 1 HEM3BECTHO, CMOXKeT JIi KaHIyiep ball nu3bexaTh HaKa3aHus B 3TOT pa3. B
CTeOyIOUINH pa3 eMy TOUHO He 1oBe3€T. Hayio cka3aTh, MUHUCTPH! OBUIM HACTOSIIUMU ITPOBUIIAMHU!

— [la, s MONXKHa y4eCThb TBOM CTATyC CTAPOro CIYTH TPEX UMIIEPATOPOB ¥ BCIIOMHUTD 3aCIyTH IEPe[
MOMUM OTILIOM. 4...

Xo 1I3uHbB0OM cHenana may3y, Habmogast, Kak KaHiyep bai cxkuMaeT Kynaky OT HanpskeHus. OHa
BHYTPeHHe cMesnach. ECu oH yXke ceifyac CChIJTAaeTCS Ha CBOM 3aC/IyTH, YTO OH CKaXKeT, Koraa
y3HaeT, 4To OymeT manbiie?

— ...41 pemuia BpeMeHHO MTPOCTUTD TeOS B 3TOT pa3.

Cka3sas 370, X0 LI3uHb0 cHenana IJI0TOK 4Yas. JIVHII3WH, KOTOPHIY OHa IIpuBe3sa u3 foMa Bax Iy,



IIOYTH 3aKOoH4YHUICA. [Toxoxe, HY2XKHO 6y)1eT CKOPO CHOBa OTIIPABUThb KOFO-HI/I6YJIB 3a HOBBIM. MHaue
KdK OHa CMOXeT 60HpCTBOBaTB Ha YTPEHHHUX 3aceJaHUsIX?

— bnaropapto Baire BenryectBo 3a MusocTs! biarogapro Baie BenuuyecTBo 3a MUIOCTS!

Kaninep Baii cHOBa 1 CHOBa OUJICSA T0I0BOY 0 10JI. KTO 3HAET, CKOIBKO pa3 OH CErofHs yXKe 3TO0
nenan? Ha ero n0y y>Ke IOSIBUIIUCh CUHSKY, 1 00pa30Baiiach HEOOIbIIAS MUIIKA. MUHUCTPHI,
paboTaBiIre ¢ HUM MHOT0 JIET, TOJIbKO B3mOoxHYHU. KaHiytep bait, 6ymyun yMHBIM MHOTO JIET, BCE XK€
ynan u3-3a cBoed godyepu baut [{lua. OH maXke He criacoBall llepefl 3acayraMy TPEX UMIIEPaTOPOB.

BraroponHast HanoxHuIila bail, CTOS Ha KOJIEHSX PSIIOM C OTI[OM, Obl/Ta B IIOJTHOM ITIOKe ¥ He MOTJIa
BEIMOJIBUTBH HH CJI0OBa. OHa XOTesa 3allUTHTh ce0sl, HO He IIOHUMaJa, KaK OrOHb IePEeKUHYIICS Ha eé
oTIIA.

HTak, Temneps oHa B 6€30MaCHOCTH?

Koneuno, HeT. X0 LI3uHbIOM HE YIIYCTUT BO3MOXKHOCTH pPa3faBUTh TAKyIO JIETKYIO IETTb.
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