KornonHa noBo30ok npubnu3nunack K 3anagHeiM BopoTaM MMiepckoro ropopa. Xo LI3uHbIOH,
BO3TJIABJISIBILAS MTPOIECCHIO, TOKA3aJla CBOM OMMO3HABATENIbHAIM 3HAK, M OHU OECIIPensITCTBEHHO
BBEXAIH B ropof. [lepeq 9TUM OHa MaxHyja PYKOH, OTITYCTUB CTPAXKHUKOB 00pPaTHO B YKPEIJIeHNe Ha
rope Baiinu. [ToBo3Ka Me[iJIeHHO OBUTAJIach 110 TJIaBHOM yIulle, MUHYS OeCUYrClIeHHbIE JIaBKU
TOPTOBIIEB ¥ ycagbObl 3HATH, HAIIPaBIIAACh IPSIMUKOM K MMIIepaTOpCKOMY ABOPILY.

— Topy! — Kydep HaTsAHYJ OBOObBS, JIOLWIAaAY 3aMeJIUIIN 11al, ¥ II0BO3Ka OCTaHOBUJIACh.

CHapyXu pa3fasics 3BYK MaCCUBHBIX BOPOT, YTO BEI3BAJIO HEJJOYMEHHE Y IBYX Iaccaxkupok. OORIYHO,
€CJIY TT0BO3Ka OCTaHAB/IMBAJIACh Iepe]] YaCTHOU ycagb0oi, uxX OBl IPUTIACUIIN BHIMTH U BOUTH
BHYTPb. OHAKO Ha 3TOT pa3 HUKTO WX He 3BaJl, TOJIbKO T'yJI TSXKEJIBIX BOPOT JOHOCUJICS CHapYKHU.
3auHTPUTOBaHHbLIE, OHU OTKUHYJIA 3aHAaBeCKH 10 06eMM CTOPOHAM ITOBO3KH ¥ BHITJISHYIN HAPYXKYy.

[Tepen HUMY BO3BHIIIAIACH BRICOKAS CTEHA, @ MAaCCUBHEIE JKeJIe3HBIE BOPOTa MEIJIEHHO
pacmaxuBaauchk. Hayi BOpoTaMu BUOHEIHUCH ABA OOIBIIUX 30JI0THIX uepornuda: «MMmepaTopckuii
IIBOpEL».

OHU OTOPSAHYIU Ha3al, OlleJIoOMIIeHHbIe. BOpoTa OTKPHIJIKCE, ¥ TOBO3Ka MEAJIEHHO BheXajla BHYTPb.
Xya HH, X0Ts 1 3Hasa, 4T0 X0 LI3uHbI0M IpUHAANIEXKUT K UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM CeMbe, HUKaK He 0XKUAana,
YTO ee CTaTyC HaCTOJIbKO BBEICOK. KTO ellle, KpoMe caMOro UMIlepaTopa, MOT XXKUTh BO ABOPILE B TaKOM
BO3pacTe?!

IOu AHb ToXe Oblyta ToTpsiceHa. OHa AyMasia, YTO 9TOT I'OCIIOAWH IIPOCTO 3HATHOTO ITPOMCXO0XKIECHUS,
HO 0Ka3aJIOCh, YTO OH — caM uMIepaTop!

O6e ocTaBanuCh B IIOJTHOM HEIOYyMEeHUH, ITI0Ka II0BO3Ka Be3Jia UX II0 [IBOPILY.

«3HAQYUT JIX 3TO, YTO HBIHEIIHUY UMIIepaToOp — XeHIKHa?!» — Xya MH BHe3amHo 0CO3Hasa 3To, U ee
MO3T, Ka3a/I0Ch, IIOJTHOCThIO 0TKa3asl. ITo Oblyla IOMCTHHE IMIOKUPYOLIass HOBOCTh!

Xo LI31HbBI0M CIIOKOMHO IPOBeJia MOBO3KY BO ABOPEL] U IIEPBBLIM AEJIOM 3aHsAIach pa3MellenueM [Iu
Anp u Xya UH.

[ToBO3Ka mmpoexaa HEKOTOPOE PacCTOSHUE 10 ABOPILY U OCTaHOBUIIACh ¥ [IBopua HOiyxk3,
PacIonoXeHHOr0 Hemaneko ot JIBopiia LI3uHbcsaH. Korma moBo3Ka 0CTaHOBHUIIACh Ha TNIABHOU [OPOTe
nepen ABOPLIOM, CIIy2KaHKHU, CTOSIIUE ¥ BXofa, yBuaeB X0 L[3uHbI0M BEpXOM Ha JIOIIaAu, IIOCIEIINIIN
OIIyCTUTBHCA Ha KOJIEHH.

— PabriHu puBeTCTBYIOT Baie BenmuuecTBo! — XOpoM MPOU3HECTIH OHHU.

Tonpko Torma o0e KeHIIUHEI B TOBO3KE HaYaIu IPUXOOUTh B ce0s. [[eHCTBUTEIBHO, 9TO OB
“MIepaTop, HelHemH Y OaHbI3uHb-I1!

Crapyxu Xo LI3uHbBIOM pa3pemuna CIyXXaHKaM NONHATHCSA, U Te, YIOPSIOO4YEHHO IONOUS K IOBO3KE,
nomornu [u Aup u Xya MH BHIUTH.

Xo LI3uHb0M IPOBETa UX BHYTPS [Bopia FOnyxs.

— C ceropHSIIHEr0 IHS 3TOT ABOpel OymeT BamuM. XOTS 4O 3TOTO 30eCh HUKTO He JKUJI, CITyKaHKU
eXXelHeBHO yOupanu ero. UyTh 03Ke MaTPOHE IPUHECYT HOBHIE IIOCTEIbHbLIE IPUHATIEXKHOCTH, U
BBl CMOXKETE OTIOXHYTh. BO3MOXKHO, 3aBTpa OygeT HOBHIM YKa3, TaK 4YTO OyObTe TOTOBH, — XO
LI3unb0M MOAPoOHO 00BsICHUIIA. — [ToKa YTO MONMBb3YyHTECh CITyKaHKAMHU 3[eCh. 3aBTPa MaTPOHEI
IIPUBENYT HOBLIX, U BBl CMOXKETe BHIOPaTh ce0e TeX, KTO IOHPaBUTCS. ECIM YTO-TO MOHAgoOUTCS,



IIPOCTO CKaXHUTe CIIyZKaHKaM HUJIK MaTPOHAM.

YOenusmuch, 4To 00€e BCE MOHANY, X0 LI3UHbI0M IOBEepHYIach, YTOOH YITH, HO 3aMeTUsIa CTPAHHIN
B3rnap Xya VH. OHa rHEeBHO IIOCMOTpela Ha Hee, HAllOMHUB O ee KJIATBe, U yiia. [Iu AHb, 3aMeTuB
CTpPaHHYI0 aTMochepy MeX[y HUMHU U UX 3arajoyHble HaMeKH, TI0YyBCTBOBAJa JIETKUM JUCKOMOOPT,
HO OBICTPO IIOJABUIIA ETO.

Xo Li3uHbwi He Bupesna Aubp Cu yXKe [OBa OHS, U, caMa TOr'0 He 3aMeyvasi, HeCKOJIBKO pa3 0 Hel
nogyMasa. Ito OBI0 HeXopoIno. Eciu oHa MpoJoNIKUT OyMaTh O Hel, TO CErOgHAIIHAS HOUb OyaeT
0eCCOHHOI.

Ceiiuac Kak pa3 mpo1so BpeMs obena, u dub Cu, MpOryauBasich 0 CBOEMY IBOPITY, YBUEIa, KaK
KTO-TO CTPEMUTEJILHO BOIIIE] BHYTPb. ITO Oblyia X0 LI3MHBION.

YBunes ee, dup Cu 3aMeTHO oxJafera.

— Bai nokopHEIY Ciiyra npuBeTCTByeT Balle BennyecTBo, — CyX0 II03I0POBABILIKUCE, OHA XOJIOTHO
ocTasach Ha MecCTe.

— Cuap, 4yTo cnyuyunoch? Y Tebs 1mi1oxoe HaCTpoeHue? 3aueM Thl CHOBA Ha3bIBaelllh MeHs «Barie
BenuyecTBo»? B yacTHOM 00CcTaHOBKE 30BH MeHs LI3UHBION, 51 y2Ke CTO pa3 roBopuiia, Tebe He HyKHO
OBITH CO MHOM CTOJIb LIEPEMOHHOM. ITO CIUIKOM ¢opManbHOo, — X0 L[3MHbBIOM YyTKO 3aMeTHIIa
otuyxkpenue dup Cu.

Ona Oblyta 03alayeHa, He MMOHKUMas, 4To mpou3oruio. Heyxenu Cusp 4yBCTBYeT ceOsi OQUHOKOM ?
Benb oHa meNCTBUTENIBHO OOHA B 3TOM OTPOMHOM [IBOpPIIE. ITO, KOHEYHO, MOXKeT OhITh OIUHOKO. B
oTnuyue oT Hee, X0 L[3WHBION THEM TPEHUPYET apMUIO, @ HOUbIO MOXKET ITOCEIIAaTh YBECETUTEIbHEIE
3aBeJeHus, CIylIaTh My3bIKy ¥ UTPATh C Pa3IMYHLIMU AUKOBUHKAMU U3 CBOEM TUYHOU KOJIIEKIUH.

PeruB, 4T0 3T0O U eCTh IpUYKHa, X0 LI3MHbION 3ar0BOpHUIIa:

— Cuap, Tebe, HaBEPHOE, ONUHOKO B IOCIIeAHEE BpeMsi. BEITh OMHOM IeHCTBUTENBHO CKYYHO, a 5
4YacTo He OBIBAIO PSIIOM, YTOOBI COCTABUTh TeOe KOMITaHUIO. ITO, MOJIZKHO OBITh, TsKelo miis Tebs. Bo
BpPEeMsI 3TOM IOe3[KHU s Hallla Tebe KOMIIAHLOHKY U MpuBe3ya ee. OHa xkuBeT B [[Bopie FOWuxka3
PSIIOM C TBOMM ABOpPIIOM. Eciiu Tebe cTaHeT CKy4YHO, MOXKeIllb TOMUTH K HUM.

Cka3zaB 3710, X0 L[3uHbI0M yIEIOHYIACh, CIOBHO PeOEHOK, OKUIAIOIINI ITOXBAIBl 38 XOPOIIUH
TIOCTYIIOK.

YcnbimaB 310, nuo AHb Cu moTeMHeo.
— Bormpimoe cacu60 3a TBow0 3a60Ty, LI3MHBIOM, — X0JI0OHO OTBETHIIA OHA.

«BuguMo, 3TOT 4eJI0BEK COBCEM He AyMaeT 0 Hed. OH IIPOBeJI HOYb C U3BECTHOU KYPTU3aHKOH,
BBEIKYIIUJI €€ U IIPUBE3 BO OBOPELI, a TENeph ellle U MPUILEeNT K Hell, 4ToOb T0XBacTaThCs, Ipeasaras ei
o0IaThCA C 3TOM KypTH3aHKOM. Kak cmemnrHo! A oHa-TO fymasa o HeM, 6eCIIOKousiachk, YTOOH OH He
TIOPaHUJICS, TAlHO II0CHUIaIa JII00el OXPaHsATh ero, ¥ BCE pagy 4ero?»

HepaBHo 0oH ¢ 6ombIIEM pa3MaxoM nocTpous barxio JIoBsmyio 3B€3abl ang bait LluH, KoTopas Oblia
OepeMeHHa, BEI3BAB MHOT'O IIIyMa B Topofie. A Terlepb OH CHOBa IIPMBE3 KOT0O-TO U3 YBECETIUTEIHHOT0
3aBefieHNs BO OBopell. Henb3s He BOCXUIIATHCS €T0... BRIHOCIIUBOCTHIO.

Ecnu 6wt Xo 1[3uHbI0M 3Haa, 0 4eM ayMaeT AHb Cu, oHa Obl, HaBepHOE, 3ax/1e0HYyIach OT



BO3MYILIEHHI.

Xots Ovln onpeHs, B [IBopiie LI3uHbCSAH apuia nefgsHas atMocdepa. [axke mypak MOHST OB, 4TO
Aup Cu pazosnunacs. Xo LI3uHb0 10Masa rojoBy, He IOHKUMas, YTO BEI3BaJIO ee rHeB. [Tocne
HECKOJIbKUX 0€3yCIIeIIHbIX MTOBITOK BEISCHUTH IPUYUHY, OHA COCJIaNIach Ha rOCyAapCTBEHHEIE fefla U
IIOCIIeIIHO [TIOKUHYIIa gBopeL. JIydllle He 3/IUTh pa3rHEBAHHOI0 4YelioBeKa. B ceprnue Xo L3unboN
BO3HUKJIO CTpaHHOe 4yBCTBO. OHa X0Tesla IOHATE, ToyeMy fAHb CH 31IUTCS, IOTOMY YTO He MOTJia
BBIHECTHU ee THeBa. Eii OBIII0 KaK-TO T'PYCTHO, HO OHA He 3Hasa, C KeM IOAeIUThCSI. MOXeT, CTOUT
CIIPOCUTL eBHYXa Bana unu JIu?

B IIBopue LI3uHbcsH, nocne yxofda Xo L[3unnion, Aup Cu npukasana ciiyKaHKe pa3y3HaTb HOBOCTH O
IBopie KOiuxka3. Yepes HEKOTOPOe BpeMs ClIy:KaHKa BEepPHYJIACh C COOOIIeHWEeM, YTO B MOJIEHb
MMIIepaTop NPHUBE3 ABYX XKEHIIKUH U nocenun ux B [IBopie FOruxs. JIuto Aap Cu 0OKOHYATENbHO
IIOTEMHEJIO, a aTMOoc(epa BOKPYT CTalla ellle XOIOgHEe.

«Hy u gena, Xo LI3unsioi! C omHOM KyPTH3aHKOM €I1€ Ky[a HU 1110, HO fABe?! A OHa-TO gyMarsa, 4To
OH 0COOEHHEI}, YTO OH AyMaeT 0 Hed. BuguMo, 0OHa CIMIIKOM MHOTOTO XOTejla. ITOT YeJIOBeK,
BO3MOXKHO, HUKOTla He IIpHHAaAIexkal en».

OHa CIUIIKOM MHOI'OT0 X0TeJa.

Mexny Tem, Bait [luH, KoTOopas yxe Hayasla [MOKa3kBaTh IPU3HaKK O€pEMEHHOCTH, U3-3a
HeynoOcTBa Oosbllle He TOKUaNa JBOPEL] TalHO, HO NepenrcKa IpofoiiKanack. 9To efBa He
CJIOMAJIO HOTH ee IraBHOU cinyxaHke bu Jlo.

Ecnu 6wt Bait Ll He ycTpauBaia CIieHbl, OHa He Obia Obl bait [luH. YCbIaB OT MOYMHEHHBIX, YTO
B [IBopue HOnuxks, psgom ¢ [IBopuoM L[3MHECSH, UMIIepaTOp IPKMBE3 OBYX HOBBIX KEHIIMH — OAHY,
M3BECTHYIO KypTH3aHKy u3 [laBunboHa HedpuTosoii BecHrl B ropopne LI3sH, a ApyTyio, IKOOH ee
CITy2KaHKY, ¥ YTO UMIIepaTop NOTPaTUIl OTPOMHBIE [EeHbI'H, CHa4Yana KyIuB Byaldb KyPTU3aHKH, 3aTEM
ee IepBYI0 HOYb, @ B HOYDb JedIopalliy ellle U Mepecla Co CIIyKaHKOM — OHa PeIIusa, YTO HYXKHO
IIperofaTh YPOK 3TOM HArJIOM KypTH3aHKe, KOTOpas OCMeJIuiiach BOMTU BO ABOPEL B HaZieXkKae Ha
BO3BEIIIEHHE.

Wtak, ban 1luH, ¢ mOKa3HOM BaXXHOCTHIO, lepKa ellle He OYeHb 3aMEeTHBIN KMBOT, B COIIPOBOXKIEHNU
TPYIIIBL CIIy2KaHOK HampaBuiach B [JBopel) FO4uxka3.

Y Bxopa B [IBoper IO#4X3 CTOSIM IBEe MATPOHEI, KOTOPHEIE Y2Ke MHOTO JIeT CIIyKHUIU BO ABopue. OHu
u3naneka yBunesnu, Kak bai Llun ropgo npubnuxKaeTcs.

— Crapele ciyKaHKU [IPUBETCTBYIOT Ballly CBeTI0CTh! — [ToKJIIOHUINUCE MaTpoHEL, HO baii LluH naxe
He yOOCTOMIa UX B3TJIAI0M, IPSIMO Boiad BHyTPh. OHa He 3a0blna YHUXKEeHUe, KOTOPOe UCIHITala B
IBopie L[3unbcsaH. Ecnu ¢ [JBopiioM L[3UHBCSH NTy4ille He CBSI3bIBATLCS, TO C 9TOM C1aboi
KyPTH3aHKOM OHa CerofHs pa3bepeTcs!
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