ba# buns npuner pspgoM ¢ [IuH Xao, TPOTIHYII Iajel] ¥ TKHYII ero B JIUIIO.

— Toi roBOpHIIE TakK, OyATO UTPaellb B KaPThl MHOTO JIeT. 51 3Hato, ThI CIIel[MaibHO ofaaBaics bai
1I3e, uTOOH TOPafOBaTh €ro, MpaBaa?

Bait Busb B3s1 [Iue Xao 3a PyKy U TUXUM, HO YBEPEHHLIM I'0JI0COM [00aBHII:

— ¢ 3Ha10, YTO TH IIPOCTO pa3BneKaelb baii 113e. Xao, TH JelCTBUTENbHO MacTep, baii 113e gaxe He
3aMeTHJI, YTO THI IToAHaeIIscs. Xa-xa.

Iun Xao OTKpHIJ I'71a3a, mocMoTpes Ha bait Buns u yneiOHyICS.
— A Kax THI 3TO 3aMeTun?

Bups, kak yneibaetcs JuH Xao, baii BuHb mo4yBCTBOBA pafocTh Ha Ayiie. OH MPUABUHYIICS OIHXKe
1 KOCHYJICSI CBOeTo j16a ero j100M.

— 4 3Ha10. MuI ¢ Xao mymaeM oguHaKoBO. bait 13e mo6ut uudpsl, HO HyKHO, YTOOBI OH IIOCTEIIEHHO
0JII00M UTPaTh. & OyMalo, CTOUT Ha4yaTh C KapT, Ha KOTOPHIX €CTh HUQPHI, YTOOL HAYYUTh €T0 UTPE.

Iun Xao Ha MTHOBeHMe 3amMep. OH Ha caMoM fieJie JyMaJl UCII0JIb30BaTh UTPY B KapTHI, YTOORI
HayuuTh bait [[3e yuuthcs. Kakum Ovl omapeHHBIM HU ObiT Baii 113e, OH He 0YeHb XOPOIIIOo
pasbuparscs B 6a30BBIX 3HAHUSIX UM, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, B 3APAaBOM CMEICIIE... B 9TOM Oblyla pa3Hullia B
unesx, Ho IepBoHa4YaibHOe HaMepeHue OBIZI0 OMUHAKOBEIM — BCce paau Omara bai 1I3e. K Tomy ke
pe3ynbTaT OBl HOCTUTHYT: bai L3e monyyan 3HaHUS B Pa3BlIeUeHUH, UJTH, €CJTM CKa3aTh HHaye,
YyBCTBOBAJI Pa3BjieueHue B yuebe.

OTOo CcHIrpasio 0OYeHb BaXKHYI0 POJb B Oyayen xku3nu baii 113e. Cryctst MHOrO JeT, Korpa baii 113e
ye CTajl TEM CaMbIM BEPHYBIIMMCS M3-3a TPaHUIILI 9JIUTOH, B KapMaHe ero 6e3ynpeyHoro KocToMa
BCETZa JiexkKasio HeCKOJIbKO UrpaibHEIX KapT. OfHakK bl KYPHAJIUCT faxXe B3sJ1 ClieliialbHoe
MHTEPBBIO UMEHHO 13-3a 3TUX KapT. KoHeuHo, U3 pra «ManeHbKoro 6ora 6oraTcTBa» He yHaloCh
BRITSIHYTh HU4Yero ocobernnoro. B To Bpems baii L[3e, yKe cTaBuInii HOBOU OM3HEC-3HAMEHUTOCTEIO,
TI0-TIPEXKHEMY JTI0OUT BIIafaTh B CTYIIOP U YXOMUTE OT TEMHI.

— Tol geliCTBUTENBHO AyMaelllb, YTO Tak xopomo? bai [[3e Tako¥ crOCOOHEIM, HaBEpHSKA 3TO
Kycouek HepuTa, KOTOPOTO CTOUT TOJILKO OTPAHUTh, ¥ OH 3acuseT. [0Bopio Tebe, YIIyCTHUIE 3Ty
IEPEBHIO — He Haufelllb APyrou j1aBKu. CTyIeHT-AeCATUKIIAaCCHUK — 3BYYUT KPYTO...

OH He ycIen JoroBOPUTh, Kak ball BUHD YIIUIIHY €ro 3a HOC, ¥ CJI0Ba MPO3BYyYalyu C CHUJIbHOM
THYCaBOCTBIO.

— Bait bunb, 3To Th McTHUIIb! Buepa 51 3aThiKan Tebe poT, a He Lumnan Hoc!
Bait BuHb He OTIyCKal ero u, Isas Ha yneibatomerocs [IuH Xao, CIIPOCHIT:

— Xao, TH 4TO, XOY€lIb CTaTh BYHAEPKUHAOM? ¢ MOMHIO, Thl PaHbIIIE TOBOPHUJI, YTO XOYEIIb CPa3y
TIEPETIPBITHYTh B CTAPIIYIO LIKOTY YYUTHCS?

IIna Xao, maxe C 3azKaTHIM HOCOM, HE MOT CKPEBEITE CaMOJOOBOJIECTBA Ha JINIIE.

— Ia, ma! Ecnu 651 y MeHs OB Takol ManeHbkuii 1Q, kak y Baii Li3e, g 66l cHadaa cTai 0MpKeBEIM
MakJjiepoM, pa3no0nii Obl leHer, 3aTeM 3aHsJICca Obl HeABUKUMOCTBIO, CKYTIHUII OBl y4aCTKU 3eMJIU U
cras 6bl KPYIHEIM ITOMEIIUKOM, KaXObIM IeHb el Obl BKYCHOE U MU OBl TOPSUYUTENHHOE. ..



Bba#t BuHb TpsiC €ro HOC U3 CTOPOHHI B CTOPOHY.
— OmnsTh TOBOPHUIIL BUEpAIIHUIL Oper BO CHE.

— 41 cepresHo roeopio, bait bulb, He He Bepb. MHe KazKeTCs, CTaTh CAMBIM 00OTATHIM Y€JIOBEKOM B
CTpaHe, MOXKET, ¥ He BEIUAET, HO 3a 3BaHUe caMoro 60raToro B ropofie S ellle MOTy T060POTHCH. ..

Bait bunb otiyctun Hoc [JuH Xao, yBUAEN, YTO TOT ITOKPACHEI, U HaKJIOHUJICS, YTOOHI ITOIIeJI0BaTh
ero. [lua Xao 4yTh He yIaJ C KpOBaTH, eTo JIULO TOXKe CUJIbHO MOKpacHesi0. OH IPUKPBIT HOC PYKOU
U ycTaBuics Ha bau buns.

— THI-TH KaK 3TO... I0YEMY II01IeJI0Bas Cciofa?
Bait Buns nogymarl.

— O, Baii LI3e MHe cKa3zaj, 4To eciu 60IbHO, MOIEIy — U BCE ImpoiifeT. TH Ke 3Haelllb, YTO MOUX
poxuTenel HeT psagoM? 7 HUKOTAa He poboBas gefaTh TaKue Belld. S mpocTo mogyMal, 4To y Xao
HOC ITOKPaCHEeJ, HaBepHOe, eMy 00JIBHO...

[un Xao He cTasn XKAaTh, I0Ka OH 3aKOHYUT, U 3allyCTUJI B Hero nopymkou. OH npuxan bau bunsa u
CKBO3b CTUCHYTHIE 3y0Bl, HE CKPHIBAS 37I0CTH, IIPOU3HEC:

— baii! buns! XBaTUT IPUTBOPSATHCS OEOHSAKKON! ITO TOT 3Ke IIOBOA, KOTOPHIM TH UCIIOIH30Bal
Buepal!!!

Bait bunb 00HSM €ro, TepeBepHYJICS U IIPHUKaJl IOof Ofesyo, He yAepKaBIIUCh OT cMeXa. BO3MOXKHO,
IIOTOMY YTO OHU IIPOBOAUJIA MHOI'O BDEMEHU BMECTE, OH YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO MOXKET TOBOPUTH ¢ [JuH Xao
0 YeM YrOoHO, PaCCKa3kIBaTh JIIO0BIE ITePeKUBaHU, a ero Xao BCeraa B IePBYI0 oUYepenhb YyYBCTBOBA
€ro HaMepeHHe U [ieflall TOT CaMbId JTI0OUMEBIN OTBET. bait BHb 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO BEIPACTHII JIyYIIIETO
nuToMIla Ha cBeTe. OH 06Hs [JuH Xao ¥ OTepcs IUIIOM O ero JIUI0, TOYYBCTBOBAB HEXKHYIO U
r7agKylo KOXY, ¥ HEBOIBHO Kperde 00HSI.

— Ilopa cnats.
BHM3Y TOT KOTEHOK BCe elrle 6apaxTasicsi, CEpAUTO APhIras HOTaMH.
— Cnu cam! XBaTUT NIPUTBOPATHCS, CKOPEE U3BUHUCH! DU, U3BUHSANUCA...!

Hauanpszas mkosa bait L[3e mpognunack 4yTh 60JbIle OBYX JIET. TO BPEMS CTAl0 CAMBIM OOBIYHBIM
IIEpUOJOM BO BCeM ero xXu3Hu. BcmomuHnas ato B OymymeMm, bait LI3e He MOT yoepKaThCsl OT MBICIIH,
YTO TakKoe BpeMs OBIJI0 IPEKPacHEIM: BCe C TIYIBIMU PIOK3aKaMy 3a IjledyaMH, Jeflalii CKy4YHbIe
lefla, CIIyLIAJY, KaK yYUTeNlb pacCKa3hbiBaeT YPOKHU CIIOBHO IIYTKY... ITO OBUIM OENWCTBUTENIBHO
IIpa3gHble ¥ pacxigOaHHbIe JHU, KOTTa MOXKHO OBIJIO TPATUThL Ky4y BpeMEHHU BIIYCTYIO.

9Ta (pa3a Obla BKIIOYEHA B KOJIOHKY JIMYHOT0 UHTEPBBIO bali [[3e. HeckKonmbKo yuuTenei,
IIPerofaBaBIIUX eMy B Ha4aJIbHOM IIKOJIe, YyTh He HalliCalu KOJIJIEKTUBHOE MIHChMO U OTIIPaBUIIA
emy. OHM MYyYHUIUCEH C 3TUM peGeHKOM OoJIbllle [IBYX JIeT, ¥ KaXKOblk pa3, BuAs, Kak baii 113e mepxut
B PYKax pa3JM4HbIe KHUTH 110 SKOHOMUKE, OHM YYBCTBOBA/IM UMIIYJIbC 3aHOBO IIE€PEIIaBUTh cebs,
ourymasi ce6ss HEJOCTOMHBIMY 3BAHUS YUUTEIS.

[Ipuuunoii oTbe3na bau L3e cran cekpetaps bau. Cekperaps bal oIy4us MOBLILIEHNE.

Mawma Bait BuHsI, BepHYBIIKCE, CTajla HaJaXXUBAaTh OTHOIIEHUS C ceKpeTapeM bail u cobupanach



CBEPHYTH fesia, YTOOH BEPHYThCS K KOPHSIM ceMbH. HeoXugaHHO ceKpeTaph bail 3aHSIT TOCT U OB
nepeBeneH B ropon G, Terneps oH paboTaj B IPOBUHIIMAILHOM KoMuTeTe. UMs «cekpeTtaph bai»
MOXKHO OBIJIO ITPOAOJIKATE UCII0IH30BaTh, HO BEC €r0 SIBHO YBEJIUYHUIICS. DTOT IIePEBOJI SBHO 3aCTaBUII
YxkaH L[3t0aHb CHOBa 3agyMaThCs: O0mbIIas 4acTh ee 6u3Heca Oblsla cocpeoToueHa B ropofe G, u ¢
0TBE3OM cekpeTaps balt oHa mocyuTana 3TO PEOKON BO3MOXKHOCTHIO BO30GHOBUTH CBOIO Kaphepy.

[IBOE CII0BHO CTOBOPHUJIUCH U IIOIIM K CTaperiirHe bail ¢ 0T4eTOM OfUH 3a OapyruM. KpaTko u sicCHO
M3J102KMB CBOM MBICTIH, OHU 3asBUJIN: CeKpeTapb bail Jo/KeH exaTh Ha IOIKHOCTh, 3TO HEM30ekKHO;
Yxan LI3r0aHb AyMana 0 CBOeM TSXKeJIOM TPyhe U TOXKe X0Tesla I1oexaTh ¢ cekpeTapeM baii. OHU
OOHOBPEMEHHO MPEJIOKUIH B35ITh ¢ coOoit bait LI3e: peGeHOK ManeHbKUi, 4acTo 60JIeeT, OCTaBMISATh
ero goMa JelCTBUTENIbHO Hebe30IacHO.

[Tocne goknaga cTapeulnrHa bali, eCTECTBEHHO, OTpyral ux:
— BecunnctBo! A Ba#t Buns uTo?

Cexkperaps bau u Uxan 1[3t0aHb OIIyCTUIIX TOJIOBEL U 3aMo4anu. baii BuHb Bcerga BOCIUTHIBAICSA
crapenmunoyr baii. OHU ToXe x0Tenu 3abpaTh ero, HO ¥ HUX He ObIIO AyXy MPOCUTEH 00 3TOM
crapeimuny Baii. He To yTo mpocuth crapeiinmny bai, maxe ecnu o6cyxpaTh 3T0 ¢ pebenkoM bai
Bbunewm, He ¢akT, 4To OH cornacutcs. bait BuHb NPUBLIK caM IPUHUMATE PEIlIeHus, a I0f] BIUSIHUEM
HacTaBJIeHUH cTapeimuubl bait yoequTh ero ObIJI0 He TaK-TO MIPOCTO.

CrapeumrHa bay muIs HEMHOTO 3IUIICS, TNISOSA Ha TO, KaK IBOE B3POCIHBIX CTOAT HMepen HUM, KaK
[eTH, ONYCTUB T'OJIOBBL U OXKUAAs KPUTUKYU. BHE3aIHO OH paccMesisiCsl, MaxHyJl pyKOX U IIPOTHAJ UX:

— Wpute, ugute, ckopee ye3xkarte, bait bunb st ocTaBmio y ce6si. TonbKo B GyayIieM, eciiu 4To-TO
CJIy4UTCS, He BO3BpalllauTeCh KO MHEe MPOCUTE moMoInu. CeromHs moroopunuck: bait BuHb ocTaBnA0
MHe, B OygyleM clymaThcs OygeTe TOJIbKO MeHs!

CekpeTtaps bait 1 Yxkan 11310aHb, €CTECTBEHHO, ITOCIEITHO COTIaCUIKCh. B KOHIIe KOHI[OB, 9TOTO
pebeHKa BOCIIUTA caM cTapelirrHa baii, ¥ B KaXIOM ero CJI0Be U XecTe OblJIo O0JIbIIe OT
crapeumunsl bail, yem oT cekpeTaps baii. OcTaBuTh pebeHKa CTapUKy OHU OEWCTBUTENIBHO ObLIIN
CIIoKoUHEL. CekpeTaps baii BEIpa3uil CBOX PEIIUMOCTh CTapeullnHe:

— Ilama, He BOJIHYHTECH, KOT{Aa MbI Ty[a IPHeneM, Mbl 00513aTeIbHO OyIeM HaXOOUuTh BPeMsI, YTOORI
BEPHYTHCS. Y 3TOT0 IIepeBOfia eCTh CPOK, s IIOCTapaloCh XOpouIo paboTaTh, YTOOB KaK MOKHO
CKOpEe...

Crapetiimiia Balt XoTesn yoapuTh ero TPOCThIO TI0 HOTe, HO He yAepXKaJcs OT cMexa u OpaHu:

— Tl cnuiIKoOM OOATO ¢ Xao BMECTe, KakK XKe Thl, B3POCTIbIM, CTall HeCePhe3HBIM. TBOI PEIIUMOCTD THI
caM MOHKMMaAelb, JTaAHO, 3TH CJIOBA CJIMIIKOM 3HAaKOMBEL. JTOT peOeHOK Xao KaXkIyio Hefleli0 TBEPOUT
MHE 3TO pa3 ABaAllaTh, HE MMOBTOPSAM 9TO 30eCh CHOBA!

CekpeTtaps baii yBuesn, 4TO HaCTPOEHNUE CTapPEUIINHbI YIIYYIIAIOCh, ¥ TOJIBKO TOTHa AEUCTBUTEIbHO
yCIIOKOMJICST, §00aBUB C Kpasi HECKOJIbKO XOpoIux cjioB. YxkaH LI3t0aHb Bce elre Kojebaiack, OHa
IIOMHSIa TOJIOBY M B3TJISHYy/Ia Ha cTapeumuny bai:

— Ilama, BeI roBopHTE, bait bunb He OymeT B o0uae Ha MeHs? & ¢ Majoro Bo3pacTa Bejla TOJILKO eTro
Myapiero Oparta, ero He Bena...

BriTh MaTepsio HenpocTo. Ha cepatie y YxkaH 1[3t0aHb ObIIO TSKETI0, OHA He BhIIepxKaja U riasa y
Hee TTOKpaCHeI .



— INama, a MoXeT, MHE He ye3xkaTh? 1 6010Ch, UTO, Korfa buHb BeipacTeT, oH OymeT B o0ume Ha
MEHS...

Crapetiimiaa Ba¥t GripkHyT HocoM. Ero HeBecTKa Oblyia JOYephio ApyTa AeTCTBa, CUUTANIOCh, YTO OH
BUJIEJI, KaK OHa pacTeT, 1 0ObIYHO OTHOCUIICS K Hel Kak K coOCTBeHHOMY peOeHKY, pyras TOYHO Tak
Xe.

— B o6une? ITo3nHo! ITOT pebeHoK BoOO1IIe HE YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO Thl K HEMY XOPOILIO OTHOCHUIIBCS, C
yero oH OyneT Tebs BuHUTH?! Ecnu Obl x0Tel Tebss HeHaBUOETh, TO CHesall Obl 3TO HECKOJIBKO JIeT
Ha3ajl, Kor{a 4yTh He yMep oT 601e3Hu!

B cepane Yxkan 11310aHb M3HAYABHO JIAHUPOBAJIOCH 3a0paTh TONMBKO Bait L13e. 9To He OBIIO0
CKa3aHO U3-3a Toro, 4To y bait buns cunbHas cmocoOHOCTh K CaMO0OCTyKMBAHUIO 1 OHA MOXKET OBITh
cmokorHa. IIpocTo TOT monHenmui aBToputeT bait Buns B gecsitu 0asnsoB nepeq cTapenmmuon bai
3aCTaBJIsAI ee 00AThCA make NIPUOIU3UTHCS. A Teleps, YCIbIIIaB, Kak cTapedinHa bait ymoMuHaeT
COOBITHUS TIPOILIBIX JIET, Y HE€ MTHOBEHHO XJIBIHYJIU CJIE3HI.

— d-a...
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