— Oi... KaxeTcs, s meiCTBUTEIbHO 3a0/IyIUIICs. ..

Hranb ocMaTpuBal He3HAKOMOe OKpyKeHue. [ITUHHBIN 3aKPHITHIM KOPUAOP C BEICOKUM CBOAYATHIM
IIOTOJIKOM, CTE€HHI, yKpallleHHBIe TIOTYCKHEBIINME OT BpeMeHU (PpeckaMu, U (paKesrl, OCBEIIaBIINe
MpayHylo Iyouny Brepenu. Kax el merkuii mar, KaXmoe eBa CIBIIHOE IbIXaHue 0TaBaIuCh
9XOM B IIyCTOM KOPHUZOpE.

Kazamnocs, B FHY6I/IHG TBbMBI TAUJIOCh HEYTO Y2KaCHO€, TOTOBOE BHE3AdIIHO Ha6pOCI/ITBC${ Ha HeTro, CTOUT
clesaTh BCETO OOMH mIar. Urambk HEBOIBHO 3aepzxKall JbIXaHue.

Bnuxe, Onuxe...

BHe3amHo U3 cTeHbl COOKY BRICYHYIACh CyXasi, MOPIIMHUCTAS PyKa U, CJIOBHO THCKH, KPEIIKO
nepexBaTuia pyky Uransg. OHa ymepxKaJja ero, Korga OH HHCTUHKTUBHO TIOMBITACS OTIPSAHYTh. B TOT
JKe MUT, KOT'[ia BOJIOCHI Ha ero Tejie BCTa/IM AbI00M, a JIHUIl0 1obesiesio OT yKaca, B KOPUHOpe pasmacs
IIPU3PAaYHbIY, JTeJeHIINN AYLIy r00C:

— T HAKOHEN-TO MPHUIIET...

B a1y cexynnmy Wranb 6€3yMHO XKaJjlejl, YTO He IIOIIe 3apaHee B KJacC Ha YPOK, YTOOBI XOTs Ol 7T
BU[la IEPEKUHYTHCA ITapoy CJIOB ¢ Muxa U MofagepXaTh CIOXKeT.

Kak B cKa3Kax: B KaxOM CTAapOM 3aMKe BOOUTCS OOUH-OBA OPOOsSUero myxa, KOTOPHE OeHb U HOYb
IIJISIOTCS 10 XKYTKUM KOPUA0pPaM, IO[XKUasi HEOCTOPOXKHBIX JII0fei, YTOOH B MOMEHT UX
3aMenaTenbCTBa HaOPOCUTHCS Ha HUX...

F'ocniopu, HEeyKeu MeHs celdac CheCT 3aMKOBHIU ITpu3pak?!

[Tpotry TONMBKO, YTOOH! ¥ 9TOT0 ITpHU3paKa ObII OTPOMHBIM POT ¥ YKCTAs 1acTh, HaOBl OH MOT
IIPOTJIOTUTH MEHS I[EJTUKOM, U 51 CMOT Obl YMEpeTh, COXPaHUB I[eJIOCTHOCTH Tejla 1 0e3 3amaxa TieHa...
TEO...

HWranb, KOTOPHIi y2Ke paclaxHyJl I'na3a, 4YToOw yOeouThCs, COOTBETCTBYET JIM 3aMKOBHIM IIPU3pak ero
JKeJlaHUsIM OTHOCHUTENIbHO CMEPTH, TETePh eIlle IIMpPe YCTAaBUJICS BIIEPEN U, IPeXK/ae YeM TOT YCIe
OTIOMHHUTHCS, OPOKAIIUM T'0JI0COM OCBEIOMMUIICS:

— 9-3... muctep [Ipuspak, BH, cliydyaeM, He BereTapuaHen?
HeynuButenbHo, 4To Uranb CHOBa 3afajl TaKOW CTPAHHBIYA BOIIPOC.

[Tepen HUM CTOSIN «IIPU3PaAK» — HU3EHbKUM CTAPHUUOK, CIIOBHO YTOHYBINUM B YepHOM OanaxoHe. Ero
JIBICas TOJIOBa JlaXke B TEMHOTe cjlabo MepIiana, a AjinHHasg 6enas 60poda CIycKanach OT BUCKOB 10
€aMoro XMBOTa. ['1a3a, IOYTHU COLIYPUBILIKUECS B TOHKUE JIUHUY, IPSAMO YCTaBUIUCh Ha
owmapaureHHoro Urans. Pyka, ckuMaroas nocox, CUIbHO yAapuia II0 01y, KOPOTKUE YCH II0f
HOCOM LEpHYJINCH, IPUAaBasi BCell ero purype Heleno-KOMUYHEIM BUL.

OT0 OBIJIO TOX0XKE Ha CUTYAlMI0, KOT[la B MXKYHTJIAX, OKPYXKEHHBIA TUKUMHU 3BEPSIMHU, ThI 0KHAEIIh
BCTPETUTH TUTPA-JIION0eMa, & HaTHKaeIbCsl Ha TPABOSTHOTO KpojiuKa. OrpPOMHBIN KOHTPACT 3aCTaBUII
HWrasnsg HEMHOTO ONEUINTh, U HANPSIKEeHHOe BHYTPEHHee COCTOSIHUE TIOCTETIeHHO CMEHUIIOCh J0Caion
OT UCITyTa.

— 91, napumBen! Yero 3acten?! BricTpo mpuHUMaiics 3a paboty! — ManeHbKHM CTapUK, BU/S, YTO
HWranb HUKaK He pearupyer, ellle 00Jblile TOBLICUII TOJIOC, HO €r0 TOHKUM T'0JI0COK JIUIIb CHJTIbHEe



KOHTPACTUPOBAJI C pa3rHeBaHHLIM BhIpaKEHUEM JIULIA.
YBupes ato, Uranb 6e3 TeHU CMYIIeHNUS 3aKaTUJI I'/la3a, 1 B HeM IIPOCHYICsA n36anoBaHHLEIN OapyyK.
— [Touemy s momxkeH Tebe...

He ycnen Urane BHIIIECHYTH CBOM THEB, KaK MaJIeHbKUU CTApPUK HETePIIeIMBO MaxHyJl PYKOH,
OIlepcs Ha IIOCOX U 3allaraj BHyTPb, HE IlepecTaBast BOpYaTh.

— B nocnenHee BpeMs 9T pebsiTa KO MHE COBCEM IIOTEPSNIA yBaxKeHue. f Belb Bce ellle Benukui
HacTaBHUK, a OHU IIPUCHIIAIOT MHE B IIOMOIIHUKY TaKUX TYMHUI U Oe3napeii, KOTOphle TOJILKO IMTOPTSAT
MOMU IIeHHbIE PeaKTUBHI! A 3TOT HOBBIM BOOOIIIEe 3aCTaBUI MEHS KIOATh TaK JOJITO, CPHIBAST MOU
9KCIIepUMeHTHI! OU, CTynai ¥ Pa30oTpH JIeIIeCTKU BOCbMU(YTOBOT0 IIBETKA B ITOPOIIOK!

— BocpMudyToBeii... YTo 3T0 3a mITyKa?.. — Mranb modecasn 3aThIIOK, OTJISIABIBASCH 110 CTOPOHaM. B
TI0JTyMpakKe KOMHATHl CTEHHI ObIIM yYBeIllaHbl JIUHHEIMY IKadaMu, TOJKHA KOTOPHIX OBUIM 3aCTaBIEHB
OyThUIKaMu ¥ OaHKaMU BCEBO3MOKHAIX Pa3MepOB, HEKOTOPhIe U3 HUX CBETUIUChH CTPAHHBIM
(bIyopecLeHTHEIM CBETOM. B IleHTpe KOMHATEHL CTOSINIA CTOJIBL PA3HOU BHICOTHI, 3aBaJIeHHBEIE COCyIaMu
IPUYYANIUBHIX (HOPM, U3 HEKOTOPHIX Banwics Oenblil map. Ha nexamux psafgoM KHATaX aKKypaTHHIMU
psfaMu BRICTPOUIMCH LIBETHBIE TOYKHU, KOe-TIe UCIIpaBJIeHHbIe 1 OTMEeUYeHHBIe KPAaCHOU PYy4KOH, a
CTpaHHBIE TPa(UKU HEBOJILHO BHI3HIBAIA YYBCTBO [€KaBIO.

XOTSI OH HUKOTTIa PaHbllle He BUAEN HUYero mogo0Horo, Mranb 6e3 Tpyma gorafalics, 4To 9TO,
BEPOSITHO, KAKasi-TO 9KCIePUMEHTaIbHAs MacTepCKas.

— Yro?! Tl He 3Haelb, YTO TaKOe BOChMUGYTOBLIM IBETOK?! Kak Tl yuun ocHOBEI?! Tebe MO3r-TO
COKOM KOBBUIA He pa3beno?! B mocnenHee BpeMs TI0OU COBCEM 00JIEHUINUCDH, CTYIEHTHI CTaH
TaKUMH, YTO IIPOCTO II030P AJI aKageMuu...

Mezicnu Urams, IeITaBIIerocs MOUCKaTh B IIaMSITH YTO-TO HOJI06H0€, OBLIH I"pY6O IIPpEPBAHEI IIOTOKOM
Kajob u CapKa3Ma, ¥ OH He BRIIEPZKall.

— Crapsiii xperd! 9 TONMBKO BUepa IMOCTYIIUI U ellle He ITPOXOAU 9TOT0, KaK s MOT 3HATh?!

— He mpoxopu, 3Ha4YUT, HUYETo He 3Haemh?! Tebe Bce HYyKHO B POT IOJIOXKHUTh, YTOOEI THI TOHS?!
HIMeHHO 13-3a TaKWX JIEHWBHIX KOCTEH, KaK THI, II0JI0XKEHHe MarndyeckKoro MUpa BCe ImafgaeT U maaaet!
Tak u He MOOMBIINCH HACTOSINETO BO3POXKICHMS!

— Kakas uyms! Marust pabotaeT — u TafgHO, Kakas pa3HuIla oo octanbHoro! K ToMy ke, Kak MOXKHO
TIOHSITh ¥ YCBOUTH TO, YeT0 HUKOTAa He Bumen?! CTtapuk, y Te0s gaxke 0a30BBIX 3HAHUU HET, U THI
Ha3bIBaelb cebs BenukuMm HactaBHuKoM?! HeyouBUTENbHO, YTO aKafeMHUs TaK HeOPexKHO
OTHOCHUTCS K Ha3Ha4YeHUI0 Tebe moMOIIHUKOB! [Tox0xkKe, THI MPOCTO BhHIBECKA!

— Yro?! [Tapmusen! Tsl cMeels u3geBaThcsa Hafo MHOK, [y 1133 KoHCTaHTHHOM, BEJIMYAULIUM U
CaMBbIM 3HAIOIIMM MacTepoOM Marru4yeckux MaccuBoB B Mupe! ITo kpaitHell Mepe, g 3HAI0, 4YTO TaKoe
BOCBMUQYTOBHIM IIBETOK U KaK C HUM oOpamaThCsi! A Thl, HIYTOXKECTBO, HUUET0 HE YMEEIIb, ellle
CMeellb Ilepeo MHOM pa3rjiaroibCTBOBATH!

— 0~ TH T'OBOPHUIIIL, YTO 3HAEIIb, 3HAYHUT, 3Haemb? — Urans ¢ IIpe3peHueM OKMHYII B3TJIAO0M
MAJIEHBKOT'O CTapHU4Kad. — A g BoT CKadXy, 4TO 3HAKO BCé, 4YTO 3Haelllb ThI!

— Huuero He 3HAIONINN MENIKUM, TH HE OOMIIILCS, YTO JIOMHEIIh OT XBAaCTOBCTBA? — YCJIBIIIAB TaKue
CJIOBa, MaJIEHbKUMU CTapPHUK CJIOBHO co6pancsl IMMOOIIPBEITHYTHE OT APOCTHU K 37100HO YCTaBHIICA Ha Urans.



— 4 xBacTaro? Tl Y2k 60JIbHO 3aHUKAEIIb JPYTUX, CTAPUK.

— HapeHb, §, XOTh U OO0JITO HE BEIXOOUII HAPYXKY, HO 3a 3TH COTHHU JIET ThHI HGpBbII:I, KTO I10OCMeJI MEeHA
HenooueHuTh! — CTapuK CHOBA CHJILHO YOAPHUJ IIOCOXOM II0 IOJy, ¥ CTaphble JOCKU U3[aIH TTyXOH
CTYK. 3aTeM OH IIPOBeJI PYKOM 0 CBOEW MJIMHHOM 60pofie, TPOYKUCTUII TOPJIO. — B TakoM ciydae, s
HeIpeMeHHO [0JI)KeH IoKa3aTh Tebe, HAaCKOJTbKO OOUIMPHEI MOU IIO3HAHMS !

B rnazax Mranst mpoMenbKHYyIa 030pHAs yIEIOKa, ¥ OH XKECTOM IIPUTTIACHIT TPOMOJIKHUTE.

— Torga HayHEM C BOCbMU(DYTOBOTO IIBETKA. BOCEMU(YTOBEHIM IIBETOK — 3TO OECIMCTHOE PacTeHHE,
IIpor3pacTalollee B 3aCyLIIMBLIX palioHax. [Ieprop ero pocTa COCTaBIsgeT OKOJIO TPEX MeCslleB, HO
IIBETET OH BCEr0 OfWH JeHb. [IMKNi BOCbMU(YTOBEIM LIBETOK KPalHe PEMOK, TI03TOMY TO, YTO MBI
uMeeM, 0OBIYHO BBIpAIIeHO CIielabHO. I[I0CKOTBbKY BOCEMU(YTOBHIM IIBETOK UCIIONIb3YETCS TOJIBKO
01 IPUTOTOBIEHUS YEPHU OJII MarudyeCKUX MaCCHUBOB, HEMHOTHE 3Hal0T 0 HeM. — CKa3aB 3TO C
TOPAOCTHIO, CTAapUK Kocuncd Ha Urans, ¢ BUAOM, TOBOPSIIUM «Thl TOUHO HE 3HAEIIb».

— Vry, T IpaB, 3TO TO XK€ caMoe, YTO U 5 3Haw. — Wranb u30 BCEX CUJI CTapasiCs COXPAaHUTh
cepbe3Hoe BhIpaXKeHUe JIUIla, COePKUBasi CMeX, ¥ C BaXKHBIM BUIOM CMOTPEJI Ha MaJIeHbKOT'0
cTapuyka ¢ 60POOKOM, a 3aTeM OTKPHUI POT ¥ ITOBTOPHUJI CJIOBA, KOTOPHIE TOT TOJIBKO YTO IIPOU3HEC. —
BocbMudyTOBEIY 1IBETOK — 3TO 6€CIMCTHOE PacTeHue, Ipou3pacTalollee B 3aCyIIUIUBLIX pPaloHaX.
[Tepuon ero pocTa COCTaBIISIET OKOJIO TPEX MECSIIEB, HO IBETET OH BCET0 ONWH NEeHb... Bumguiis, s
3HAIO TO XK€, YTO ¥ THI.

— Te1... OTKyga Tel MOXKeIIb 3T0 3HaTh?! Ecyiu yeioBeK He KacajCsl Marn4yeCKUX MaCcCUBOB, OH
abCoJIIOTHO He MOKET 3HaTh 9TOT0 B TaKou creneHu! Heyxkenu... THl HIMKUOH, TIOC/TaHHBIM BHIBEJAThH
pe3ynbTaThl MOUX uccnenoBanui?! — JIMI0 MaleHbKOTO CTapuKa BAPYT BHIPA3UJI0 KPAUHIOK
OCTOPOXKHOCTH, OH CBepJIHII Mrasis B3rIsI0M, a Ha MO0COXe BOPYT cO6Pasoch BUOAUMOE 30JI0TUCTOE
o6mako. CITHIITKOM CHJIBHOE Maruieckoe flaBjeHre HapyIIUJI0 CIIOKOMCTBUE BO3AyXa B KOMHATE, U
Hranb, CTOIBUINK B CTOPOHE, MOT IIOYYBCTBOBATH MOIIb, COOEPXKAIIyIOCS B HEM.

Ecnu MeHs yoapuT 3ToT cBeT... CKopee BCero, He yObeT, HO KaJleKOH CAejlaeT TOYHO...
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