I'my6oKO¥ 3UMO¥M JOKOb JIUN yKe GOJIbIlle MEeCsIa, U JIUIIh CerogHs HeOo MposiCHUIoCh. OgHAKO,
HEeCMOTPS Ha 9TO, Mei3aKy CTOJNUIIEI O-TIPEeXKHEMY BHITTISIENH YHEIUIHIMY, TyMaH MeOJIeHHO
paccemBacs, OCTaBIsAs mociie cebst 6enbie CTEHBI, YePHBIE KPHIIIU U TOJIEE BETBY NEPEBLEB.

B omHOM 13 gBOpOB [loMa Mapku3a L[3uHbaHsg MOJIONON YeIOBEK, YKYTaHHBIN B IIPOCTYIO HAKUJIKY,
CTOSII Ha KOJIeHsX V Bxoma. Ero nmuiio Ob110 671€AHBIM, U3bICKAHHBIE YEPTHL JIUIIEHHl BCIKOT0
BBIpAXKeHUs, a 'yOkl IOCUHENN OT X0JI0fa.

OcTaTKu Blard B BO3yXe ocefanu Ha ero by 1, CTeKas II0 MpsSAKe BOJIOC, Tafalld B eTo IIy0oKue,
KaK 0e3[I0HHBIM OMYT, UepHLIe Tila3a.

OH MOPrHYJ ¥ IOJHSJ B3I Ha BEICOKOE U Janekoe Hebo.

He6o 6b1710 CephIM, KakK ¥ ero riasa. [locie monarux noxmaei OHO yxKe He MOTJI0 ObITh SICHBIM U
6e3001aYHbBIM.

He6o Takoe BHICOKO€, MUD TaKOM OTPOMHBIN, HO [JIs1 HETO He HAIJIOCh MecCTa.
OH ropsko ycMmexHyJscs. KTo BUHOBAT BO BCEM 3TOM?

HewnsBecTHO, CKOBKO BpEMEHHU OH IIPOCTOSI Ha KOJIEHSX, ITI0Ka eTr0 HOTY U KOJIEHW He OHEMEeJH
OKOHYaTe/IbHO. B 3TOT MOMEHT 13 IBOpa OOHECCS XKEHCKUU CMeX U MATKUY MyKCKOU T0JI0C,
YCIIOKAUBAIOLIUY ee.

OH Me[IeHHO TlepeBe B3TJIA Ha OBOP, Te MyXKYMHa U XKEHIIMHA B OKPYKEHUU CITYT MeJJIeHHO IIIX
K BXOQy, IpUONIMKAasACh K HEMY.

MyxunHa ObIJT OET B HOBYIO, POCKOIIHYIO Of€K/y, HaKUAKa Ha ero mjeyax Oblla YKpalleHa
30JIOTHIMU U CePeOPSHBIMU HUTSMHU, BHIIIUTHIMY B BUME IIUINHS ¥ 6J1aronpusTHEX 0671akoB. OH
M3JIy4yas apuCTOKPaTU4YeCKyI0 aypy, ero KpacuBoe JIMIO C OCTPHIMU YepPTaMU U T'YCTHIMU OPOBSIMU
ObL10 ucIIoNHEeHO Benmuuns. OMHaKO, YBUEB YeJ0BeKa Ha KOJIEeHIX, eT0 MSATKOe BhIpaXkeHue
MT'HOBEHHO CTaJI0 XOJIOMHLIM, KaK 3UMHUI BETED, IPOHU3HIBAIOIIUM 00 KOCTEMH.

OH cMOTpen Ha HEero CBHICOKA:
— 011 Jlu, Temepsb TH MOHUMAaEIIb CBOIO OIUOKY?
Ero rosoc OBl X0IOAEH, IPOIIUTAH MIpe3peHreM U OTBpallleHueM, 3aCTaBIIsAs KOXKY CXKUMAThCS.

Tesno KOi1 JIu oKO4eHes0, HO OH CXKaJl KyJlaKu, CTapasiCh OepKaThCs IMPSAMO. YCIbIIaB BOIPOC, OH
YCMEXHYIICS:

— KoneuHo, s BUHOBAT.
— O? — MyxK4YmHa OIYCTHUJI BEKH ¥ IIOCMOTPEJI Ha Hero. — B yem ke TBos ouruOKa?
HO# JIu MemeHHO mepeBen B3I C ero 00yBU Ha JIMIIO, ¥ ero yiasl0Ka cTasa ere 6o1ee X0JI0IHOM:

— 4 BUHOBAT B TOM, UTO CYKTaJ OTI[a U Mayexy, KOTOPhle XyXkKe CBUHEU U co0aK, CBOUMHU
pomuTensiMu. BUHOBAT B TOM, YTO CUUTAJI IUIIEMEPHBIX U 37TOOHBIX CTAPIIEro OpaTa M CECTPY CBOUMHU
OpaToM U cecTpoi. BuUHOBAT B TOM, YTO CUuTall 6€CCEePHeyHOro IpegaTeisi CBOUM CynpyroMm. Bce aTo
Mou OmuOKH, s OBIT CJIeT, MOe cephrie OBITIO OCJIEINIEHO, U ST He 3HAJI, YTO B MUPE CTOJIBKO 3JIBIX
moneii!



B KOHIIe ero royioc gpoxai OT SIPOCTH, T'Nla3a MOKpPacHeNH, Kak OyaTo ObLIM 3aJIUTHl KPOBEIO.
— Harnen!

KpacuBoe nuiio mapku3a Cs1o II3MHbSIHS UCKa3UIIOCh OT THEBA, €T0 I'Jla3a 37100HO cMoTpeny Ha KO
Ju.

2KeHmuHa 3a ero CIMHOM IIarHyJa BIepe[, BCTaB PSAAoM ¢ HUM. Ee mpekpacHoe, Kak y ¢peu, TuIio
BBIPAzKajo HEJOBOJIbCTBO:

— 011 JIu, moyemy ThI TaKOM yIPsIMBIH! OTO THI OTPaBUII MeHS, a TEIIEPh ellle ¥ 0CKOPOJIAelh
Mapku3a! {1 3Halo, YTO TH MHe 3aBUAYEIb, HO S BCe XK€ TBOS CECTPa, KaK THl MOTJIa TaK IOCTYIUTh?!

YcnmimaB, Kak oHa 3amuinaet ero, Cgo LI3uHbaHb 00HSTI ee 3a TaJIUIo:
— Bass, TH e1rle He COBCEM IIOIPaBUIACh, 3a4eM TaK PACCTPAMBAThCS M3-3a 3TOI0 HUYTOXKECTBA?

FO# JIu cMoTpen Ha 3Ty Mapy, Pa3birPHIBAIOIIYIO CIIEKTAKIh, U He MOT COepKaTh HOJITOr0, TOPHKOI0
cMexa. OH cmesiyics He HaJl HUMHM, a Hajl co00M, HaJ CBOEH TI'IYIOCThI0 ¥ HAUBHOCTHIO!

Csto LI3uHbsIHD OBLI IIPefaTesieM, XOJIOMHEIM U 6ecCcepaevHBIM, a OH BCe 9TO BPEMS CUMTAJl eT0 CBOUM
cynpyrom. KOit BaHb Onlna muileMepHOi 1 31100HOM, a OH BCe ellle BEPHUJI i U XOTell JeJIUTh C Hel
Myxka! OH cuuTas ero CBOUM CYIIPDYTOM, & ee CBOEU CeCTPOX, HO KOI'Tla OHU CUUTAJIU €r0 CBOEU
JKeHou unu 6paTom?!

B ux rnasax oH OBIJI BCETO JIMIIIb HHU3KOPOXKOEHHBIM, ITIPE3PEHHBIM, KaK IIBIJIb, U HeﬂOCTOﬁHBIM, KakK
CBUHBS, CBIHOM HaJIOKHMUIIHI!

C yeTHIPHAMAIIATH JIeT, KOT{a ero mpuHsau B [Tom KO#, u mo meBsTHAALUATH JIeT OH He CHesall HY ara
BIIepe[l, OCTaBasiCh CMEXOTBOPHO TITyIIbIM!

— Hap yem oI cMeemnibca? — Cs0 LI3MHBIHD TOCMOTPEN Ha HET0, ¥ ero B3TJISO CHOBa CTal
X0JIogHBIM. He mony4yuB 0TBeTa, OH PEe3KO yOapuJjl ero HOTou B rpyab. — f clpaminBalo, Hag YeM Tl
cMeelrbces!

FO#t JIu, He oxkupas yoapa, yrasl Ha 3eMJIi0, KaK TIUHsAHAsA KyKia... Ero omexnma 6bly1a MOKpOii 1
XOJIOOHOM, OH YK€ [aBHO 3aMep3.

Ho oH GBI HACTOIBEKO OKOY€EHEeBIINM, 9YTO, HECMOTPA HaA yA4p, IIOYTHU He ITIOYYBCTBOBAJL 0ou.
Csio LI3uHbSAHB, BUISI €T0 COCTOSIHNE, 3aKUIIeN OT THEBA:

— 4 Bcerpma oTHOCHIICS K TeOe XOPOIII0, I0YeMY Thl COBEPIIXJI CTOIBKO 310AeIHUN? BaHb — TBOS
poOHas cecTpa, KakK Thl MOT'Jla Ha Hee MOOHATh PyKy?! HeyxkKenu Tel JelCTBUTENBHO [0Yb
HaJI0KHULIBI, KOTOPas HUKOTNa He CMOXKET IMOJHSATHCS BBILIE CBOETO0 IIOJI0KEHUS?

FO# JIu nexxas Ha 3eMile, eTo ofiexkna Oblyla B 0ECIIOPSIKe, YepHbIe BOJIOCH 3aKPHIBAJIK ITOJIOBHHY
JIUITA, felas ero OJemHoe JHIo elrne 6oyiee cTpaHHBIM. OH T'POMKO 3aCMesIICSI, CMesICh IO CJie3,  C
TOpPEeYbI0 CIPOCHIT:

— Cs0 LI3UHBSAHB, THL CMeellb TOBOPUTH, YTO OTHOCUJICS KO MHE XOPOoLIO!

OH TIOAHSI TOJIOBY ¥ IPUCTAIBHO IIOCMOTpPEN Ha mpekpacHyto KO# Baub. OHa Gblna OfeTa B LIENK U3
[Ty, MaH&KeTH ¥ BOPOTHHK €€ OfeKIHI OB 0TOPOYEHH! JOPOTUM MeX0M co6oiis. Ee MakusiK Obi



Oe3ynpeueH, yKpallleHus B BOJIOCaxX U3BICKaHHBL. OH CMOTpeJI Ha Hee, U ero I'Jla3a, Ka3aaoCch, TOTOBHI
OBbLIM UCTOPTHYTH KPOBE:

— Twi roBOpHJI, YTO, KOTTa OHa BHIMAET 3aMyXK B JOM MapKu3a, ee IoJjioKeHue OyoeT TakuM ke, Kak y
MEHS, ¥ THl He OyJellh HUKOTO BhIENITh. Ho mocMoTpH, 4To OHa ecT? UTo HocUuT? YTO UCIIONIB3yeT?
A uT0 eguM MHI ¢ JIuHeMm? Yto HOocuM?! Th Kaxkyi0 HOYb IIPOBONMUIIE V Hee, U faXke Koraa s 3aborer,
THL CKa3aJl, 4YTO 3aHAT rOCYyNapCTBEHHLIMYU [ieJlaMy U He npuiles Ko MHe. OHa nprKa3asna yOuTh
Moero JIuHg, a TH 3aIluiian ee. A Telepb OHa BCEro JIMIIL CKa3asa, 4YTO y Hee OOJIUT KUBOT, U THI
Cpa3sy pellusI, 4TO s OTPaBUJI €€, U Thl CMeellb TOBOPUTH, YTO OTHOCHUJICS KO MHE XOpOIIO!

IO JIu, onupasich Ha PyKH, MenjeHHo nogusncsa. OH ynbi0ancs, Kak 6yaTo ObUT 37IbIM TyXOM,
MYYHUMBIM B afy, ¥ MEIJIEHHO CKa3aJ:

— TrI BOCIIO/TH30BAJICS MOEM MOJIOJOCTHIO M HEOTBITHOCTEIO, 00MaHyJI MeHS, 3aCTaBUJI BLIUTH 3a Te0s
3aMyXK, HO TOJIbKO ITIOTOMY, UTO sI MOT OTBeCTH OT TeOs 6eny! [To3xKe 51 IeHCTBUTENBHO crac Tebs, 5
BBITTHAJI OTPABJIEHHOE BUHO, KOTOPOE IPHCIIall TBOM OpaT, ¥ [0 CUX ITOP OHO OCTaeTcs B MoeM Tejne!
CcuMTas TeOsI CBOMM CIIaCHTEJIeM, KOTOPBIM BRITAIIMI MEHS M3 JOMa JIEBOTO MUHMCTPA, 5 CUUTaa Tebs
BCeM cBouM MupoM. C IMSITHAALATH JIeT, KOTAa s BHIIUIa 3a Tebs 3aMyXK, s YeThIpe Tofa TPyAUIIach,
yTOOBI 3aBOEBATH I T€OS TUTYJ MapKu3a, HUKOT{ja He COBepIllaza HUYero, YTo Morjo Obl Te0s
o0upeTh, BCerfia MOoCTynasa 110 COBECTH, TaK KOIfia XkKe S 0TpaBjisia Koro-To? A Tel? THl TOITal MOIO
HMCKPEHHOCTD, KaK IIbIJIb, CYUTAJT MEHSI HUYTOXKECTBOM, HUKOTIa HE OTHOCHJICS KO MHE C
HMCKPEHHOCTHIO, ¥ TEIEePhb Thl CMEEeIh TOBOPUTH, YTO OTHOCUIICS KO MHe X0poIto! Csio LI3uHbSHE,
OCTaBb 3THU CJIOBA [JII MOEH MUJION CECTPHI!

OH BBIKpUKHYJIA 3TO, U CHOBA 3aCMesJICs.

Csto LI3uHbsIHD, C HAOYXIIMMKY BeHaMH Ha BUCKaX, Ka3aJiock, ObII TOTOB yOUTH ero... OH HUKOIIa He
otHocuscs K FOu JIu ¢ uckpeHHOCTHI0. Eciiu OBl He ero oTell, cTaphlit Mapku3 Cs10, KOTOPHIM CKa3all,
YTO eMy HYKHO XKeHUThCS Ha FOu JIu, yToOw n36exkaTh Oensl, ¥ ecnu Ob1 FO1 JIu He Oblla KPaCHBOH,
KakK OBl OH CMOT JXEHHUThCS Ha MyK4YHUHE, 1a ellle ¥ Ha HU3KOPOKIEHHOM ChIHE HaJI0XHUIE? Bece aTH
T'OObI }KeHI/ITbﬁa Ha My}K‘-II/IHe 3dCTaBJidlla ero GBITB IIoCMemuIneM Cpenu 3HaTHU CTOJIMIEI, OH HE MOT
OOHSTB roioBy. [Ta u nuio KO# JIu, KakuM ObI KPaCHBEIM OHO HU OBITIO, 3@ YETHIPE TOfa eMy
Hagoeso. To, YTO OH OCTABUII €e B IOMe MapKK3a, COXPaHUB ee CTATyC, OBIJIO yKe BEeJTUKOOYILINEM, a
OHa BCe ellle He 3HaJla CBOEr0 MecTa ¥ CTPOHUJIA TIyIkle MeUThI!

Ox xomogHOo mocMoTpen Ha FOu JIu 1 MefjmeHHo CKa3al:
— FOii JIu, THI caM upeIb HaBCTPEYY CBOE rubeny.

FO# BaHb, cTOSIBIIIAS PSIOM, TOHsIA, 4TO Csi0 LI3MHBSHE GBI B IPOCTH, U C YAOBOIBCTBUEM CKa3asa
C TIpe3peHueM:

— ThI caM He 3HaeIh CBOETO MeCTa. Thl BCET0 JIUIIb CHIH HAJIOKHUITE, rocoaud K)aHb cKasal, 4To y
Te0s1 KeHOIMomoOHass BHELTHOCTD, YTO ThI T'YOHUIIb OTIIA ¥ MaTh, YTO THl IPUHOCHII HECYACTHE NOMY
FO#1. Mapku3 13 KaJI0CTH XKEHUICS Ha Tebe, a THl BO3OMHHUJII, YTO MOKEIITh BIafleTh UM, U IIPUHEC B
IIOM He3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHOTo pe0eHKa, JyMasi, YTO OH CTAHEeT HaCJIeMHUKOM MapKu3a... Tkl caM —
HUYTOXKECTBO, HO MEUTaelllb O BHICOKOM, U TeIleph, KOTHa BCe 3aKOHYMUIIOCh, Thl 00BUHSEIIH IPYTUX.
Ecnu 3TO cTaHeT U3BECTHO, 3TO OyOeT CMEIIHO!

3aTeM OHa noBepHynach K Cs10 LI3uHBAHIO:

— Mapxku3, HI4TOXKEeCTBO BCETla OCTAHETCS HUUTOXKECTBOM, Te0e He CTOUT KM3-3a HeTro
paccTpauBaThCS, 9TO BPEOHO [JIsT 300POBbs. XOTSI OH BeJl cebst Hemomo0aIe, OH Bce ke Mo Opar,



IIpoIIy Tebs, MoMagu ero XKu3Hb. [laBan OTIIPABUM €TI0 B XpaM l"yaHn:a, IIyCTh TaM XKHUBET, KaK X04eT,
1 He OeCIIOKOUT OOM MapKu3d.

Csto LI3MHBSIHB 3aAyMaJiCs, Kak OyATO YTO-TO BCIIOMHMII, U CKa3a:

— IIa, Bans, Tel foOpad, mycTh OyOeT Tak, KakK Thl CKa3aJa.
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