— Yro cnyuunocs? — Cy KO ¢ HegoyMeHueM mopolies. — Pa3se gBeps He OTKPLLUIACh?
— Ilonoxwu pyky cropa.

3ametus, uTto Cy lOii 3acThin B pacTepsHHOCTH, TaH [Ilaoks 6e3 MUIITHUX CIOB B35 €T0 PYKY,
pasryIafuil DasbllEl ¥ IpUXKal 1afloHb K CeHCopy. KpacHEIN 1yd IpOCKaHUPOBA JIaf0Hb, pa3facs
IIe/TY0K, ¥ BCe CHOBA IOTPY3UJIOCh B TUIINHY.

— Pesupennusa bumyi, HoMmep mects. — TaH [Iaoks moxpancs, moka Cy FOi 3anIOMHUT, U C
YOOBJIETBOPEHUEM KHUBHYJI, ECTECTBEHHO B35B €0 3a PYKY U 3aBesl BHYTPb. — f MOTOBOPUJICS C
OXPAHOM, TH TelepPh MOXKEIb 3aX0IUTh B JT000e BpeMs. [1ociie MpoBepKy OTIeYaTKa JagOHH ThI
CMOKEIITh BOUTH B loM 0e3 mpobieM.

Cy HOi1 Bce ertie GBI B IeTKOM cTymnope. YTo BooO1Ile TOJIBKO YTO MPOU301Io? [JoM ero KymMupa, u
Tellepb OH MOXKeT CBOOOJHO BXOIUTh?

— IlepeoOyiica B Tanouky, O6ymeT ymoOHee.

Tan [Ilaoka noctasun napy ranovyexk nepen Cy KOewm, u, BULsi, 4TO TOT BCe ellle B 3aMelIaTeIbCTBE,
TIoMaxaJjl PYKOH Iepef ero JIULOM, C JIETKON HaCMEeIIKON YIILIOHYBIIKCS.

— MHe nomMoub?
Cy 011 ouHysCca U oCTeIaI CMEHUTh 00yBb, cienys 3a Tan [laoks BHYTpb.

I/IHTepLep OKa3aJICAd HEOKUTAHHO dKKYPATHBIM, B CAEPKAHHOM CKaHOWHABCKOM CTHUJI€, C YeTKUM
KOHTPACTOM YEPHOT'0 1 Oeoro. J:[BYXSTa}KHI:II;I JOM OBIJT BEITIOJIHEH C OOJIBIIINM BKYCOM, HO...

OT BxOfa [0 CaMoTo LIeHTPa TOCTUHOM IT0JI GBI YCHIIaH JiellecTKaMu Po3. BoKpyr o6eeHHOTo cTojia
CTOSITM MaJIeHbKME CBEYH, KOTOPEIE, Cy/s 110 BCEMY, TOPEeJIX yKe NaBHO, TPeMella 1 I0YTH Aoropas.
Bcst koMHaTa Gblyla MPOHKU3aHa POMAHTUYECKOM aTMoChepoii.

— TTomowimu. — Tau Illaoka ynei6Hyncs Cy 010, B ero B3rsge MeIbKHYJIa eBa YIOBHMAs
HEPBO3HOCTH, HO OH OBICTPO OIIYCTHJI BEKH, CKPHIB €€.

Cy 101 konebascst, Ho TaH I1laoka yKe TTOBEPHYJICS U BHILIEN U3 KYXHU C HECKOJTBKUMU OJTI0IaMHu.

HpOCTOG MEHIO U3 YEeThIpEX omon u CyIla: KUCJIO-OCTPasd KapTOIllKa, ANYHUIa C IIOMUO0PaMH, CajilaT
M3 Or'ypOoOB XU KAKOE-TO MACO, II0X0Kee Ha JePEBEHCKOe XKadpPKOoe. Cyr[ OBLT U3 MOPCKHX Bonopocneﬁ C
SIAIIOM, ¥ B HEM [la’Ke MOKHO OBIJIO pas3rndaneTb KyCO4YKHU SIMYHOU CKOPJIYIIEL.

Briona He 6bIM UAEaTbHEIMU: CTPYYKOBast (Hacosb, T0X0xKe, epexkapuiiach U HEMHOTO IIOATOPeNa,
MSICO TIOTEMHEJIO0, BEPOSITHO, U3-3a Ilepen30LITKa coeBoro coyca. KaprodenbHble TOMTUKY OB
Pa3Horo pa3Mepa, HEKOTOPHIe TaKKUe TOJICTHIE, YTO MOTJIM OBl COMTH 3a KapTodensb ¢ppu. 3anax yKcyca
OT OTYPIIOB 3aIIOJIHUJI BCI0 KOMHATY, HO CYI BBITJISAMIEN HEIJI0XO.

Cy HO# MenbKOM B3TIsIHYN Ha 011071a, aBTOMaTHYECKH OLIEHUB UX, HO BAPYT OYHYJICS, ¥ HA €ro JIuIle
TIOSIBUJIOCh HEJIOYMEHHE.

— Tan-re, 3TO THI TOTOBUII?

Tan I1TaoK3 BRITJIAIE HEMHOTO CMYyIIeHHEIM. OH CIelraIbHO U3yYUI PEelellTh, BEIOpal YeTripe
IIPOCTHIX 6J1f07a, HO BCE PaBHO UCIIOPTHUJI HECKOIBKO KapTO(enH, OMXKEr CKOBOPOAY U HaXe YyTh
He YCTPOMUJI IToxkKap. B KOHIle KOHIOB, eMy IIPUIIOCH T03BaTh Ha IOMOIIs Mu Basi, 4TOOH XOTh Kak-TO



cobpaTh yeTkIpe Omoa.
— Xouertrs monpo6oBaTh?

— Koneuno. — Cy HO# 6511 TporyT. Kak med-noBap, oH MOHKMaJI, 4TO 3TH 0/110fia fajieKu OT heaia,
HO 9TO OBLI0 pUTroTOBNIeHO camuM TaH Illaoks. Ero Kymup cam roToBUII Ajisl Hero! 3Ta MbICTb
3HauuIa Ais Hero 6osbile, yeM ni060e U3bICKaHHOe 6I1I00.

OH nompo6oBajl IOHEMHOTY M3 KaXK0M TapesiKy, TIIaTe/IbHO IPOXKEeBHIBas, U, TTISAOA Ha
HanpsxkeHHoe uio TaH [Iaoks, ¢ ynbIOKOM CKa3al:

— BkycHo. Jlyu1ie, 4yeM y MHOTUX.
— IIpaBga? — Ha nune Tan [Ilaok3 mOABUIOCH BEIpaXKeHNE PafOCTHOTO YAUBIEHUS.
— Vry. — Cy lO#1 He Bpas, BKyC IeHCTBUTEIHHO OBITT HETIJIOXUM, Pa3Be YTO HEMHOTO II€PECOJIEHHBIM.

Ymu Tan [ITaoks mokpacHenu. OH riny6oko B3noxuyn, noatsay Cy KOs k cebe u, yka3aB Ha
obopMIleHNe TOCTUHOM, C OXKHUIaHUEM IIOCMOTPEIT Ha HETO.

— A HOi1, TeGe HpaBUTCS?

Cy IO# 3amep. JlenecTku po3, cBeur B (hopMe cepflla, POMaHTUYECKUM YKUH IIPHU CBedax... Bce 3To
BHITJISIAEJIO KaK IMOATOTOBKA K MPU3HaHUI0 B TI00BU. OH Kojebasics, He 3Hasi, KaK OTBETHUTh.

Tan [ITaok? BHITISOEI HEMHOI'O 3aCTEHUYUBEIM.

— ¢ HuKorma He OBUI B OTHOIIEHUSX U HE YXaXXKUBaJl 3a KeM-T0. Mu Bail ckasai, 4Tto Tefe 3TO TOUHO
TIOHPABUTCS, ITO3TOMY 5 TaK U oopmui. Pa3pe Tebe He HPABUTCS?

— ITO METO[H [y yXaXKuBaHus 3a AeBymKkamu... — Cy KO# ¢ mocamoit motep 100. ITouemy oH
crpocun uMeHHO Mu Basg? ToT caM HUKOTHA He ObIJT B OTHOIIEHUSX, ¥, KOHEYHO, IIPUAYMAJl YTO-TO
tTakoe OaHanbHOE. HeyouBUTENbHO, YTO OH [0 CHUX IIOP OJUH.

YcnpimaB 9t0, Tal [1laoks pacTepsiics, Ha ero JIUIle MOSIBUIOCH BEIPaXKeHNue 00UIH.
— 4 He cuuTaw Te6s OeByIIKY. 1 mPOCTO... M106TI0 Tebs.

Ero cnoBa Obitu mpepsiBUCTEIMY, U Cy HO# 4yTh HE paccMesiyics, HO TOPJIO IIePecoXxyio, ¥ OH eaBa
CMOT BBITaBUTE cj10Ba. OH mocMoTpen Ha Tax [1laoks U Cepbe3HO CIIPOCHI:

— Tvl TOYHO yBEPEH, YTO Te0e HPaBATCS MYXKYUHEI?
— Hert. — Tan Illaoks okadas rojoBo, €ro rojioc 3By4asnl HEYBepeHHO.
— 9? — Cy [0i1 Haxmypurcs.

Tan IITaok3 mooxun nagoHs Ha imeky Cy FOs. Ero Tennas pyka Oblia BlakKHOM OT II0Ta, Ha JIXLE
YUTAJIOCh HAMPSXKEHKe, HO TaKXkKe U UCKPEHHOCTh.

— MHe He HPaBATCA MYXKYHUHEI. Msue HPAaBUIIIBCA THI. HpOCTO TaK IIOJIYYHUJIOCh, YTO ThI MY2KYHHaA.

TaH ITaoka npucrtanbHo cMoTpen Ha Cy HOs.



— A HO#, s mo06mio Tebs yxke gaBuo. Ho st 6osiicst. Bosiyicst, 9TO T BUOUIINB BO MHE TOJIBKO KYMHUPA,
YTO THI BIIOOUIILCS B KOT'0-TO APYIOr0, YTO Tl HE 3aX0Yellrh ObITh CO MHOM B TPyOHBEIE BpeMeHa. U
0oJIbIIe BCero s 60sICs, YTO IOC/e TBOET0 0TKa3a MH laXKe He CMOXKEeM COXPAaHWTh Halllk
TemepeIrHue oTHomeHus . A FO#, s HUKOTIa paHbIlle He ObUT TAaK HEePeUIUTeIeH U HUKOTIa He
HEePBHUYAJ TaK CUILHO.

Cy HO# ynbIOHYICS ¢ 06/IeTYeHUEM.
— Tak 3HA4uT, TH TOTHa He 3JIUICA?

— Her, s nepBHM4asn. Tak HepBHUYAJI, YTO cephrie OelleHo KOIOTUI0Ch. YkaH M Kak-TO CIIPOCHIT
MeHSI, MOXKeT ObITh, eC/Ii Obl TH HE YMeJI TOTOBUTE, 51 ObI He ObIJT TakK yBieueH ToOoi. [ToaToMy 5
cenan Bce 3To, 4TOOH MoKa3aThk Tebe, uTo 1100110 Te0ST He 3a TBOM KyJIMHApHBIE HaBLIKU. ECu Th
He XOUelllb TOTOBUTH, I 6yay 3T0 memnath. JIuurs O TH He BO3paxarl. f 3Halo, 9YTO MOAT0TOBKa Oblla
CKPOMHOH, HO 51 00JIbIlIe HE MOTY KIaTh. 51 HE MOTY KIOATh HY MUHYTHI.

Tan IlTaok3 cepbe3Ho nmocMoTpen Ha Cy FOsi, ero HU3KUM Toj10C 3By4asl co6/1a3HUTENBHO.
— A IO, 6ynb Moel KeHOH.
— Xopotro. — Cy FO# ynei6nHymncs, rnsns Ha Tan Ilaoka.

— Tet... cornacuncs? — Tan I1laoka 3aMep, a 3aTeM Ha ero Julle pacIIblIach IUPoKas yibioka. OH
nopHsn Cy KOg Ha pyKy ¥ 3aKpyKHUJI B BO3[IyXe, €T0 CMEX 3XOM Pa3HOCHIICS 110 BCeMY HOMY.

Cy 01 ¢ nerkum cMetkoM noxsonasn TaH [1aoks 1o mnieyy.
— XBaTUT KPYTUTH, TOJI0Ba KPYXKUTCH.

Tan Ilaoks nocnetso noctaBui Cy KOst Ha 1Mo, HO MPOJOJIZKan yiIs0aThCsl, CHOBa ¥ CHOBA Ha3hIBas
ero xeHou. Ero HU3KuY rojoc 3By4dall pagocTHO, U B cepaue Cy KOs noremnnesno. OH TepIeauBo
OTBeYarl.

— XKena?

— Vry.

— XKena?

— Yry.

— 2KeHa, TH Beib TOXKe aBHO MeHS miobuiils, npaBfga? — TaH [IlaoKs ¢ yXMBIIKOM MPUOIN3UI JIUIIO.

Cy HO# 06511 HEMHOT0 03afadeH. Kyna mesncst TOT XOJIOMHbIM ¥ HEITPUCTYIIHEIM KyMUP, KOTOPOTO OH
3Hamn?

Ho, BcmoMuHas, Kak Bo BpeMsi 1po6 Tan IIlaoks momMor eMy IONTy4YUTh POJIb, KaK OH IOSBUIICS IEPeN
«JIMHBKAI3I0M» U 3aIIUTUI ero oT Lo XaHs, Kak B TPUMEPHOU OH BCTYNIHJICS 3a HETO...

Y Bce mocnepnymomme coObITHS, KOTOPHIE He LI HU B KaKoe cpaBHeHUe C TeM, Kak TaH [Ilaoka
ImernTaj eMy Ha yXo: «fl Bcerpga psamoM».

B ero crmoBax Obiyla Takas yBepeHHOCTh, 4To Cy FO axke Ha MrHOBeHUe He yCOMHUIICS. KOpuCTHI,
KOHTPAKTH — BCe 3T0 OH 6e3 Konebauu moepun Tan [Ilaoks.



U ou IIPUBLIK K MAJIEHBKHUM KallpU3dM Tau IIlaoks, HaxoOsa X CKOpee MUJIEIMHU, YEM
Pa3gpazxKarmIiuMu. OH TOMHHUII BCe IIpeano4YTeHud Tau laoks, CTapasiCb TOTOBUTH OJISA HETO,
IPUAOYyMEIBAII CIIOCOOEI ImopapmoBaTh €Tro.

OKa3bIBAeTCS, 3a 9TH TPU MeCSIla OHM TaK MHOTO IIEPEXUIIA BMECTe. ITO UyBCTBO OBLIO GOJIbIIE, YeM
IIPOCTO BIIIOOJIEHHOCTD. JTO OBIIa MPUBHIYKA.

HpI/IBbI‘-IKa OOBEPATE, 3a00TUTHCS U OBITH psAOOM C 3THM I'OPABIM My')K‘-IPIHOﬁ.

Benocuexurle nanbisl Cy KOs ckons3nynu mo nuny TaH Ilaoks, oT 16a K OPOBSIM, [0 U3AIHOMY
Hocy u yeTKuM rybam. Cy FOit ynei6Hymncs. Aub YaH OB IIpaB: B €70 CEPJLle U MBICIIAX Y2Ke JaBHO
ob11 TonibKo Tau [ITaoka.

— XKeHa, XXeHa, CKaXXy, Thl BeOb NaBHO MeHd TI00UIIL?

Tan ITaoks o6us1 Cy s, He Keas OTIYCKAaThb, ¥ C YXMBIIKON HabJII0Ma, KaK TOT CMYIIeHHO
KUBaerT.

— 9toT Heromsy YkaH M ToBOPHII, UTO THI TOYHO MEHS He MOII00HUIIE. Xa, s Ke TOBOPHII, KaK MOS
JKeHa MOXKeT MeHs He mioouTs? — Tan I11aoKs ¢ TOPHOCThIO IOAHST OPOBH, €T0 HOC JIETOHLKO
KocHyJcs ek Cy HOs.

Cy HOu cnerka 3acMmesinicsi, 4yBCTBYSI, KakK Terioe avixanue TaH [[1aoks KacaeTcs ero yxa.
— TwI Tako¥M 3aMeYaTeIbHEINA, KaK S MOTY TeOs He JTI00UTh?

Bupgs, kak Cy 10} KpaCHeeT OT CMYIIeHus, IIPOU3HOCSA TaKue CJIOBa, Tan IIlaoks IIPOTAXKHO OTBETHUII,
SIBHO TOBOJIbHBIN:

— XKeHa, THI Iy4Inas.
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