— CrapuK, BH yXKe peluin?

YxxyH [JaoOHaHb BHTJISIAEN CIIOKOMHEIM, B T0JIOCe He ObII0 HU BLICOKOMEPHS, OH ITPOCTO CEPhe3HO
CMOTpeJI Ha CTapuKa.

CTapuk BCTPETHIICS B3TNSAHOM ¢ UYXyH [JlaoHAHEM, MPUOTKPEIT POT, TIOCTIE HEOOITOro KojneOaHus Ha
ero JIUIle TIOSIBUIACh YbI0Ka, 1300P0oKaeHHAS MOPIIMHAMMU.

— MOJ'IOI[OfI TOCIIOOWH, Pa3 VXK BBEL I'IpI/I6BIJ'II/I u3galieka, g IHeI‘/JICTBI/ITeJ'H:>HO MOTY PaCCKa3dTh BaM KO€e-
qTo.

Haxkosnern crapuk cen B 10BO3Ky YXyH [laoHaH.

Ero KOPOMEICJIO ¥ IBA Bepad OH ITOBECHUII CHAPY2KHU ITOBO3KH, U OHHU CJIETKA ITOKAYHUBAJIUCh B TAKT
OIBUKEHUIO. CTapI/IK He T10JIe3 BHYTPL, da CEJI Ha KO3JJIEIL.

OH pmepzKaJscs 3a NepeBsSHHbIM O0PT MOBO3KY, €r0 00CHE HOTH, IIOKPHITHIE 3aCOXIIeH I'Ps3bio, CBUCATH
BHU3. Korga YxyH [laoHaHb TOCMOTPEIT Ha HEro, CTAPUK PACTSIHY I'yOBl B YIRIOKE U CKa3al:

— ...MHe Taxk xopouo.
YxyH [JlaoOHaHb KUBHYJI, HEMHOTI'O BEIIIPSAMUJICSA U IIepeCcTall ONUPAThCS Ha IOBO3KY.

Brin mens, u uTo0B Cs0 [IuToy Mor m1060BaThCs Mei3axeM, MITOPKU CO BCEX CTOPOH ITOBO3KU OBIITH
3afepHyTH. [109TOMy CTapHK JIETKO MOT BUEThL G0IbIION KaMeHb BHYTPH.

[Tpu noctopounux Cso [luTtoy Bcerga Ben ce6st 06pa3iioBo.
Crapuk mocmotpesn Ha Cso [IuTtoy u ¢ yIeI0KOM 3aMeTHII:
— KaMeHb-TO Ha BU[ HEILJIOX.

OTH CJI0Ba SBHO MPHUIIIKCH MO Ayiue YkyH [JaoHaHIO, ¥ €ro ClierKa XOJI0MHOe JIUI0 CPa3y 03apHIIoCh
cnaboit yIeIOKOH.

— JelCTBUTENIBLHO HEIJIOX.

Xors Csio H_[I/ITOY MOJI4all, T'I}Ky'H IlaoHaHb YYBCTBOBAJI, 9TO celyac OH B OTJIMUHOM HaCTPOEHUHU 1
JaKe HEMHOI'O 3aCTECHAJICA IIOXBAJIBI.

CTapI/IK OBILIT IIPOCTEIM 4Y€JIOBEKOM, B He(l)pI/ITaX OH HE pa361/1panc;[. Ho kam#u, KOTOPEIE MOZKHO HalTH
Ha 0004HnHe OOPOru, OH BHUOEJI 9aCTO. YTo KacaeTcsd KayeCcTBa KaMH4...

— JTOT KaMeHb Cpa3y BUOHO, YTO He MPOCTOH. Eciu ero o6Tecats, Ay fOMa COHMAeT OTIUYHO. Umu
JKEpPHOB CHeJNaTh, la ¥ KaMeHHBIE CTOJIBI CO CTyNbsMH... KaxkeTcs, Bce OymeT xopouio... [lai-ka
BCIIOMHHTD, YTO EIIE...

Crapuk B IpyroM He pa30upasics, HO 0 KAMHSX MOT IIOTOBOPUTh. OH TOBOPUII C YBIIEUEHUEM, A TaM
Csio IlluToy, KOTOPHIM CHayasa Modal, yxe OblJI TOTOB CHOBA ITyCTUTh CJIe3y-KaMelllek.

CnoBa crapuka nmpobynunu B Csio IIIuToy BoCIIOMUHAHUS O IIepBoM BcTpede ¢ YxkyH [TaoHaHeM. Bemb
Te JIIOU, KOTOPBIEe CITyCKaJIA ero C TOPhI, TOXKEe TOBOPHUJIY, YTO XOTAT €r0 PACKOJIOTh U CAeNaTh CTOJI.

C KaxpbIM c10BOM cTapuka Csio IIuToy yKe npeacTasiis, Kak ero Telao pa3phlBaloT Ha YacTH,



yTOOBI CIeJIaTh U3 HEeT0 Pa3Hbie BEIIH.
OH OpoxKamuuM ToJI0COM OKITUKHY:
— A... A-Ha#s... QAQ EMy OBIJIO CTPAIIIHO...

[ToueMmy cTapukK, 3a0paBIIKCh B TIOBO3KY, Hadajl TOBOPUThL Takoe?! ~~~(>
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