— Tebe He HYXKHO Tak 3a60TUTLCS 000 MHE.

— Hwuuero, ¢ To00ii TOBOPUTH He TaK CKYYHO. THl MHOTO 3HAaeIIb 0 TOCylapCTBEHHBIX feax. MoXKeT,
o0CcynuM TO ITOCTpoeHMe «XBOCT J[IpaKoHa», 0 KOTOPOM THl YIIOMUHAI pPaHblie?

— Koneuwno.

Tan Mo, BO3MOXKHO, yCTaJll, ero rojioc cTas Tulle, © BaH Xyaiii03, 4TOOH yC/IBIIIaTh, 130 BCEX CHJTI
IIPUXKAJICS K IBEPH.

Komanpytommuii UMnepaTopcko reapauel Ban YXKyHII0 HaKOHEIl He BEIIepKa U IOJOIIesT, YTOOH
OTTAIIUTh €r0 OT ABEPHOI0 KOCSKa:

— IMomymatiTe o rHeBe Batero BenudecTBa, KaHIiyiep. BaM cTouT OHITH ciepKaHHEE.
Ban Xyaii103 CMyIleHHO KalllJITHY/I ¥ CKa3all:

— Iloroma xopoirasi, MHe II0pa BO3BPaIaThCsa BO OBOPEIl M MOMOM.

[ToBepHYBIIKCDH, OH IIOTUPAJ PYKH, Ha JIUIE UT'PaJia JOBOJIbHAS YIBIOKA.

Xa-xa, oKa3bBaeTcs, 3ToT TaH Mo He ObUT Hey4eM, OH pa30upasics B TOCyOapCTBEHHBIX fleflaX U MOT
o0uaThCs ¢ UMIepaTopoM. HeyauBUTENbHO, YTO 3aCIyKUI €70 MUJIOCTb.

OH BOpyT octaHoBuJICS. Ban Xyaiit0d mogyman 00 OGHOM: Ha KaKOW CTaAWH UX OTHOIIeHUs? OHU CIAT
BMECTe 10 HOYaM UJIM HaMepeHHO u36eraiT 3TOro?

Yewm Gosbliile OH AayMaJl, TeM CHhJIbHEeE€ CTaHOBUJIOCE €TI0 TI0O0IBITCTRO.

B crepmyrorye HECKOIBKO JHEH, Omaromaps meapsiM 3a0otaMm Csso YK9HTHHA, 3M0poBhe Tan Mo
OBICTPO YIyYINAIOCh, ¥ JIUIO C KaXKOKIM JHEM CTaHOBUJIOCH BCE NTyYIIIe.

Ban Xyaiir09 9aCcTO IPUXOIUIT BO IBOPEL, IPOsBIIsis 60biyio 3a60Ty 0 3mopoBbe Tan Mo. [ToHsB
VCTUHHEIN XapaKTep KaHLJjepa 110 HaMekaM Cs10 YxaHTuHa, TaH Mo KaX[bli pa3, BUOSA ero
HapO4YMUTO CEPbE3HOE BHIpaXKeHMe JINIA, efiBa CAePKUBAJl CMEX.

[Toroga crosina sscHas, 6e3061ayHast. Cs10 YKIHTUH, 3aKOHYUB TOCYOAaPCTBEHHEIE [iela, OTIIPaBUIICS
¢ Tar Mo KaTaThCs Ha JI0JKe 110 03epy B MMnepaTopckoM capny.

Bopma B 03epe Obita mpo3pauyHoii. TaH Mo pacceima B BOge KOPM, M CTau PHIO IJIBIIH 3a JIOTKOH,
co37aBasi KpaCHBYIO KapTUHY.

TaH Mo HaKJIOHUII TOJIOBY U MOoCMOTpesl Ha Csg0 YXK9HTHHA:

— YxkoHTHUH, TeOe He KaKeTCs, YTO KOPMUTH prIb B 03epe — 310 incredibly ckyuyHo?
OHM ke He XKeHIIUHE. KopMuUTh prib B 03epe KasaaoCh CIUIITKOM KeMaHHBIM.

Cs10 YK9HTHH He COTIaCuscCs:

— Ecnu MBI HE HaguM UM BO3MOXKHOCTH HOOBITh HaeOWHE, KaK OHM CMOT'YT aTaKOBATh?

Tan Mo, ycbliaB 3T0, KUBHYIL:



— JleliCTBUTEIIBHO.

OH mpoBeI BO ABOPIlE YK€ HECKOJIbKO OHEM, HO CKPHIBABIIKECS TaM YOUUIILI BCE €Ill€ He TTPOSBIISIN
aKTUBHOCTHU. BUmKMMO, OHM HE MOT/IM HalTH yIOoOHOTO MOMEHTA.

[Togymas, Tar Mo npenioxut:
— MoxeT, cerogHsl Be4epoM MEI IPOTY/ISEMCS 110 JBOPILY?

B cagax gBopiia 6ymeT 60bllle BO3MOKHOCTEM. MHI ClleliiaIbHO CO3MaguM CHUTYallHi0, KOTHa MBI
BIBOEM, YTOOBI TPOTUBHUK IIOJyMaJl, YTO MBI PacCIaOuIUCh.

Tan Mo coMHeBaJCs, YTO Bparu OCMeNSATCS HalaCTh. PaHbIlle OHM YacTO TYJIsAId, HHOTAa HaMepeHHO
otnpansinu Jiu [laus u JIu L{ioaHs Ipoyb, HO IOIBITOK He ORIIO.

['pebimuii nomko# eBHyX CyHb B Ayllle 3aKaThIBasl I'fla3a ¥ ayMan: «['ocnoguH TaH, BE Befib He 3HaAETE,
YTO UMIIEPATOP CIEelHraTbHO CO3MAaeT MOMEHTEI, UYTOOK OBITH C BaMu. YOUMUIT TeX OH BOOOIIe He
OEPKUT B yMe».

B To BpeMsi uMIiepaTop elre pagoBajics, YTO 9TU YOUMIIH IIOSIBUNIKCH, JaB eMy ITOBOJ, 3aMaHUTh Bac...
TO €CTb IIPUTJIACUATH BaC BO [BOPeELL.

Cs0 YK9HTHH, HEMHOI'0 TI0OIyMaB, CKa3aJl:

— Tei ipaB, Mo, MBICTHINIB BEPHO. B nocienHre THU TOCyIapCTBEHHBIX e NeHCTBUTEIHHO
110y6aBUIIOCh, ¥ CAMOE BPEMS BEIMAHUTD UX.

YOuiinbl [efiCTBUTENbHO OB, OH He oOMaHbIBal TaH Mo. A HanagyT /i OHU — 3TO YKe UX AeJO0.

Ecnu oHM HamadyT, OH BOCIIOIb3YETCS MOMEHTOM, YTOOBI YHUUTOXKHUTE UX. ECITM HET — OH CO37acT
e1rfe 0OJIbIIIe BO3MOXKHOCTEH IyId obtenus ¢ Mo.

Tan Mo HaKJIOHUJICS ¥ HadaJjl APa3HUTh PI0OOK. BO3MOXKHO, OT 3amaxa KopMa Ha pyKax, pPhIObI
3arIblBaIy IIPSIMO B €T0 JIafloHb, ClIerKa IIOKYChiBas HeXKHYI0 KOXY U BBI3bIBas LIEKOTaHUE.

EMy 3ax0Tesioch MOUTPaTh, ¥ OH CTaJl APa3HUTh UX, HHOTTIA laXke CJierka IIUIaTh HEKOTOPHIX PHIOOK
3a T'OJIOBHL.

CMOTps Ha 4eJioBeKa, YBIEKIIErocs UrPoy, M Ha COJTHEYHBIM CBET, ME[JIEHHO CTEKAIOIIUH 110 ero
mpoduIio, Ha CBepKaHue 3Be3[ B ero rinasax, Csg0 YK9HTUH 3aCThII, TISAOS Ha HETO Kak
3ayapOBaHHBIN.

BOoBcTByIOIIasi UMIIepaTpHUIla CMOTpera Ha CIIeHY B IIeHTpe 03epa: I0HOIIIa JPa3Huil PHO, a e€ ChH,
MMIIepPaTop, CMOTPEN Ha HETO C HeKHOCTHI0. BpeMsi 0T BpeMeHu OH yOupas BOJIOCH C €ro IIeKd 3a
yx0. VX mocTynKu ObITA TaK MHTUMHBI, CJIOBHO OHY ObIITH BIIOGJIEHHOM TAapoi. JTO MOPA3Uio eé,
CJIOBHO yZap rpoMa cpemu sicHoro HeOa. OHa Gblna B yKace U 3aMeIlaTebCTBe.

E€ CBIH, €€ OparoleHHBIN ChIH, CMOTPEJ Ha MaJIbuyiKa C TOM HeXKHOCTBIO, KOTOpast 00BIYHO OBIBAET
TOJIbKO y BIIIOOJIEHHBIX.

OHa IPeKpacHo MOHKUMAJIa, YTO 39TO 03HAYAJIO, U IPOCTHEIA THEB CXKET €€ pa3yM.

3a0bIB 0 BCell CBOel 0OLIYHOM COep:KaHHOCTH, BIOBCTBYIOIIAs UMIIepaTpulia CTosisia y 6epera o3epa
¥ 3aKpryana Ha Cs10 YK9HTHUHA U OCTaJIbHBIX:



— Yo BH fenaeTe?!

Peskuiui ronoc ucnyran Tar Mo. OH nOOHSAN rfla3a U yBUael BOOBCTBYIOLIYIO UMIIEpaTPHILy, KOTOpas
CMOTpeNa Ha HUX C IPOCThI0. [lake Ha PACCTOSTHUY OH YYBCTBOBAJ UCXOOSINYIO OT HEE HEHABUCTD,
HallpaBJIEHHYIO IMYHO Ha HETO.

9Ta BOoBCTByIOIIAs UMIIEPATPHUIA NeHCTBUTEILHO OblIa KM 0YeHb HEeJJOBOJIbHA ¥ CMOTpPEIa Ha Hero
KakK Ha OeqcTBue.

Cst0 YkoHTHH OBLI pa3fpakeH TeM, YTO UX YeIUHEHUe IIpepBasiu. B3risam, KOTOpH OH OPOCHIT Ha
BrooBCTByIOILYI0 UMIIEPATPHUILY, CTAJl TOPA3[0 XOJIONHEE:

— He obpaait Ha Heé BHUMaHUS.
— Bcé xe 3T0 TBOSI MaTh. A MHI yKe [IOCTaTOYHO HATYIISIIKCh, MaBall MOgHUMEMCS Ha Oeper.
OHH TIpoCHUfeNH 30eCh TaK MONr0, HO HUYero He mpoucxoauno. CoBceM CKY4YHO CTallo.

JIutio Csto YK9HTHMHA BAPYT CTAJI0 XOJIOAHLIM U TIOO3PUTEIBHEIM, HO OH BCE K€ IT0ofjajl 3HaK eBHYXY
CyHIo rpecTu K Oepery.

YBunes, uto TaH Mo BhIIeN Ha G6eper, BooBcTByolas uMIiepaTpuila yka3ajia Ha Hero IajbleM U
3aKpuyara:

— Crofa, cnyru! 3afepxkuTe Ojig MeHs 3TOT0 KOJIAyHa ¢ YapaMu!
E€ cnoBa 3acTaBUIIM OXPaHHUKOB IIEPETIISHYTHCS, HO HUKTO He PEIINIICS LIarHyTh BIepe].

O ToM, uTo Ta" Mo monb3yeTcss MUAJIOCTHIO, Y2Ke 3HA/IU BO BCEM ABOPLE. XOOUIIU CIIyXH, YTO OJHA
CITy>KaHKa IIPOCTO CIIUILKOM IIPHCTAIbHO [TIOCMOTpeia Ha Hero, a Ha CIeAyolInii feHb ucuyesna. Ecnu
OHM B IEUCTBUTEJILHOCTU KOCHYTCS rOCIIOANHA TaHa, CBOU T'OJIOBEL TOYHO He yAepXKarT Ha Ijiedax.

BpoBcTBytoas uMmneparpulia 6uiia BHe cebst 0T sipocTy. OHa Pe3KO IMOBEPHYIach U OTYUTAa:
— Yro, y MeHs 00JIbIlIe HET MpaBa OTAABaTh IIPUKA3HI?!

OxpaHHUKY B CTpaxe ONYCTUJIUCH Ha KOJIEHU U XOPOM IIPOU3HECTIU:

— Baire Benn4ecTBO, yCIIOKOUTECH!

Tan Mo He oXupasn, 4YTo BHoBCTByIoIas UMIepaTpUlla Tak ero Hep3mobuna. Cys 1o BceMy, OHa
IEeNCTBUTEILHO X0TeJla ero youTh.

Cs10 YK9HTHH CMOTPETT Ha HE€E X0J0IHO U yKacalollle, B TOI0CE CIIbIIIANCS MOPO3:
— Mars, OH Mo¥ 4esoBeK, Mos CuyacTiuBas 3Be3fa. [Ipu 4eM TyT KOnpyH?

YcnriaB ero cioBa, BooBcTByolas nMIiepaTpuila pa3o3uiach eie 6onbire. OHa yKa3asna Ha TaH
Mo u ¢ HerogoBaHueM MIPOU3HECTIa:

— C Tex Op Kak OH NOSBUJICS, TH CJIylIaelllb Kaxnoe ero cioBo! OH yKa3blBaeT Ha BOCTOK, a TH HU
3a YTO He MoleIns Ha 3anap! f BelpacTuia Tebs, s 3HAI0 TBOU XapakTep. B aToM Mupe maxe s, TBOS
ponHas MaTh, He MOTY OBNUSTE Ha Te0s. Ho mepen HuM THI 60JIbllle HE TOT MOHAPX, KOTOPHIM BCETra
pemmTenel u 6ecrnomaneH. Ecnu oH He Hanmous Te0st 3e/1beM, S HE MOTY ITOHSTh, TIOYEMY THI



N3MEHHNJICA.

Tan Mo cmoTpen Ha 6e3yMue B I'/la3ax BOoBCTByOIel UMIIepaTPULLL U BAPYT MOHSJ, TI0YEMY OH
VICIIBITHIBAJI K HEU CTPaHHOE OLIyIIeHue.

BJZ[OBCTBy}OI_HaH HMIIEPATPUIla OTHOCHUIIACH K Cso I'I}KSHTI/IHy' C CUJIBHBIM 9YBCTBOM
cobcTBeHHHUecTBa. OHa He I03BOJIsLIIa €My MEHATLECA Pagu KOro-TO APYyTOoro. Bo3M0xKHO, OHa
CHHUTAJIa, YTO ChIH IIPUHAOJIEZKUT el ¥ TOJbKO OHa MOXKET BIUSAThL Ha HETO.

Cs10 YK9HTHUH XOJIOOHBIM I'0JIOCOM ITPOU3HEC:

— M=l ¢ Mo o4eHb Oy OJpyT B OpyTe, HaM JIETKO 06H.[aTBC${, 1, eCTeCTBEHHO, 9YBCTBa KPEIIKHNE. qa
IIOMHIO, 9YTO T'OBOPHUJI: MATEPHU JIYUIIIEC HE BMEIIXNBATLECA B MOHU OeEJid.

K cBoeit pOJI[HOfI MaTepu Cs10 YK9HTHH HCIIBITHIBAJI TOJIBKO OTBpPaAllleHue, 1 HU4ero KpoMe. CHIHOBHEH
IIPUBA3daHHOCTHU OAaBHO HE OCTAJIOCh, OHA UCTOIIXUJIACH €Ille B FOHOCTH.

BJIOBCTBYIOU.I&H HMIIEPATPHUIIA YKa3dJla Ha HeTO IIaJiblieM, IPOXKaI¥M I'OJIOCOM ITPON3HEC:

— ThlI, KaK IIpaBUTENb CTPAHBI, CMEEIb TaK TOBOPUThL CO MHOU? PaHbllle THl He OTHOCUIICS KO MHE
tak! 1o Tan Mo Hamoxui Ha Tebs dapkl, Tak?! Cioma, cxBatute Tan Mo!

EnBa eé€ cioBa Ipo3ByYay, BEICOKAs U XyHas CIyKaHKa, CTOSIBIIAS 3@ €€ CIIUHOM, MTHOBEHHO
BEIXBaTHUIa Med 1 6pocunack Ha TaH Mo. CKOpoCTh OblIa HaCTOJIBKO BEICOKOM, UTO HUKTO He YCIIel
CpearupoBarth.

— Mo, ocTOpoxHO!
Cs10 YK9HTHUH OHOM PYKO# 00XBATUII TOTO, KTO OB PSAOM, U OTCTYIIHI BJIEBO.

Ho oH ertie He ycIen BCTaTh TBePHO Ha HOTH, KaK Opyras ClyXKaHKa C3a[d BHITAIIXIA KHHKAT U
yOapuia ero B CIHMHY.

Tan Mo UHCTUHKTUBHO OTTOJIKHYJ Cs0 UK5HTHHA ¥ PYKOU CXBaTWUI Ty ClIyKaHKYy. Ho B TOT MOMEHT,
KOTZla BCe BEIIOXHYIM C 00/Ier4YeHneM, CIyKaHKa JIeBOW PYKOM BHITAIllM/Ia APYTOM KUHKAI U KeCTOKO
BOH3UJI €70 IpsMO B cepale Tan Mo.

Bcé mpowu3oiio 3a HeCKONbKO CeKyHA,. Csio0 YK9HTHUH, yaepxkuBag TaHn Mo, IHYN CIyKaHKY U
oTBEIPHYI e€. JIu [IlaHb U ocTambHEIE CXBAaTUIUCh C OPYKUEM U 3aBsi3aju 60¥ C HECKOIbKUMU
ClyXKaHKaMu, 00HapyXKUB, UTO IPOTUBHUKY 00J1aal0T 0YeHb BEICOKMM MacTepCTBOM, U He dared
paccmabuThCs.

Komaugup Ban mofo1iesn ¢ M0gbMu, IOTHSI MeY U CTPOTo IIpHUKa3a:
— 3agepxkuTe 3TUX youii!

BroBcTByIOIIasi ©MIepaTpuila mobjaegHena OT CTpaxXa, OHA M30 BCEX CHUII LEIISIach 3a eBHyXa PSIIoM,
IIBITASICh UCIIONIb30BaTh €T0 Kak IuT. OHa 60s1ach, YTO Meuu ¥ cabmu OyoyT Cemb ¥ paHsaT eé. ['me
XKe OblIa €€ MPeXHsIST HarjoCTh?

— Crofa, ckopee 3amuminanTe MeHs! BrICTpee 3amuianTe MeHs!

Cst0 Yk9HTHUH He obpalllal BHUMaHUS Ha €€ XKU3Hb WM CMEPTh, OH MOOHSN TaHn Mo Ha pyKH
OOJTBIIMMY IIaTaM¥ BhINIET U3 MIMIIepaToOpCKOro cafa ¥ TPOMKO 3aKpHYaT:



— HemMmenrneHHo mo30BuTe nekapsa Yaus! BricTpo!

Paubie, korma Tarn Mo 3amuinan riasy rocygapcTsa, OH TOXKe II0JIy4al paHeHus, HO B 3TOT pa3
moBpexXaeHue OBIJIO CaMBbIM TsI2KeIbIM. KMHKaJsl BOIIET IPSIMO B CEPATIE.

Ecnu BHITAIIUTE €70 Celyac, OH Hen30eKHO YMPET:

— YK9HTHUH, He BHITACKKMBal KMHKal U3 Moel rpynu. Eciu He xo4elb, YTOOH 1 yMep, He Tporai
ero, MoKa He MPUOET JeKapb.

— Xopolro, s cenan BCE, KaK T CKaXelllb. Mo, Tl JOJIXKEH IePKaThCs.
Csto YK9HTHH 3HaJ, 4To Tan Mo OTIMYHO pa3bupaeTcs B TAaKUX PAHEHUSIX, XU BEPHUJI €T0 CJI0OBAM.
B onouuBanbse JIu [{roaus 1 Cs10 YK9HTUH BMeCTe nofapaepxuBanu Tad Mo, eBHyx CyHb ITOIIpPaBuil

IIOOYIIKY, ¥ BCE TPOEe 0YEHb OCTOPOKHO yI0oxkumu TaH Mo Ha KpOBaTk.
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