VHb Xa0 OTI0XKMUI JOKYMEHTH B cTOpPoHY. OH He npocTo ycrnokauBan FOHb 2Kodoaii. JTiogu
IeNCTBUTENLHO CTapanuch. KoHeuHO, 3T0 OBIIO CBSI3aHO C TEM, YTO OHM yKe IOJIydau 3apIiiaTy,
maxke He HayaB paboTaTh. B HalIM OHYU HAUTH XOPOIIYI0 paboTy OBIIIO HEITPOCTO, @ BCTPETUTH
xopoirero 6occa — elé cioxHee. JIro60#, KTo He OB ypaKoM, IIOHKMal, Kak cebst BeCTH.

— Ia, g 3Hat. A kak ®sH CroaHb? ETo paHBl 3aXMBaOT?

V3-3a 4bel-TO BIACTHOCTH, KOTOpas 00sy1ack, YTO OHA OyIeT BOJTHOBATLCS, €M He pa3pelany
HaBemaTte ®3H CroaHs, Jaxe HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OHU KUJIMU 110 COCEACTBY. KaXXbIM eHb OHa MOrJjia
y3HaBaTh O €r0 COCTOSHUU TONIbKO 0T MHb Xao unu Xait FOaus. ToT geHb CUNIBbHO NOBNUAN Ha ®3H
CroaHs, HO, KaK OHa CJibllasna, 61aromaps yremeHusM JIoi ThHa OH y2Ke BOCCTaHOBHIICS. ITO OBLIO
xopoirno. Bar CuHb OBIJT CyMacIIeAuM IICOM, KOTOPHIM 3aC/IyKUJI CBOIO CMepTh. He HykKHO OBLIO0
HECTH HUKAKOT0 IICUXOJIOTUYECKOT0 Ipy3a U3-3a ero CMEPTH.

— OTEéK Ha JuIle yXKe CIlaj, paHbl Ha Teje Toxke ObICTPO 3aXKUBAIOT. JIa# TWH KaXkK Al HeHb KOPMUT
€ro BKyCHOM ef[oi u 3a60TUTCS 0 HEM... [lymaio, Tebe NTydIle CIPOCUTE er0 CaMoro.

BokoBriM 3peHreM HMub Xao 3ametnst, Kak ®9u CioaHb, COIPOBOKIAEMBIM OXPaHHUKAMH, BOIIETT B
nanaty. OH yasIOHYJICS ¥ TOTHSIICS, YTOOB BCTPeTUTh ero. KOHb 2Kodait ToxKe XoTea BCTaTh, HO
Mosii FO#iusHL OCTaHOBUII €€.

— Bl ocTaBaiiTech y IBepu. 3[ech eCTh Xao, HUUero He CIy4YUTCS.

OtnpaBuB oxpaHHUKOB, ®3H CioaHb, mopgepxkuBaeMeld Hb Xao, Bomen. Yeuges Moii F0iiusns, B ero
rJla3ax MeJIbKHYyJa CTpaHHas TeHb, HO OHa McYe3ya Tak ObICTPO, UTO HUKTO He YCIeJl 3aMEeTHUTh.

— Bpar, Tebe nyure? 9 Kak pa3 coOupacs HaBeCTUTh TeOS.

Mbsu FOrusHb BCTas U NOAAEPKaJ ero ¢ PYTrOM CTOPOHBL, OCTOPOXKHO yCaguB Ha CTYJ y KpoBaTu. Ero
00BIYHO ITPOCTONYIIHEIE I'1a3a Teleph OB ClieTKa HacTOpoxKeHH. He To 4yToOH OH, Kak OpaT, He
OecroKouICS 0 HEM U He XOTeJl eT0 HaBeCTUTh. Ha camMoM [fierne, Ha ClleyoLIui [eHb [I0CTIe UX
PaHEHUS OH U WX MaTh yKe IPUXOOUIN B OOJIBHUILY, HO OXpaHHUKY He ITyCTUJIX UX. B mocnenHue gHU
MaMa KaxX[blil [eHb TalKoM IIpuxofuia B O0JIbHUIYY, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETh Ha HEro, a 0ToM,
BEPHYBIINCH IOMOi, IIJIakKana B ofuHo4YecTBe. OH 3Ha 00 3TOM, HO HUUEro He MOT IofieaTb. Myx
ero Oparta ObUI CIMIIKOM BJIaCTHBIM U HE TI03BOJIS/I UM IPUOIUKaAThCSI. OHU MOTJIN TOJIBKO TaKOM
IIepeXXUBaTh.

— Xa-xa... Cnacu6o 3a 3a00Ty. MHI ¢ TOO0M ITOTOBOPUM II03XKE.

C ymeiOKoOM moxJomnaB ero 1no pyke, ®su CioaHb noHuMan. JIsii TUH [eiCTBOBA U3 IYYIINX
noOyxXaeHui. B Tol cuTyaluuu OH OedCTBUTENIbHO He XOTeJl BUAETh CBOIO MaTh, KOTOPAs TOJIBKO
IPUYHHSITIA eMy ITPO6IeMEI.

— [la.

KusHyB, Maii FOiiusHb TOKOPHO cell B cTOpoHYy. @aH CloaHb OKaydas I'oJIOBOY C YIHIOKOM U IIEPEBEN
B3rap Ha FOHb 2Kodaii, KoTopas CMOTpesia Ha Hero ¢ TpeBoroi. Yoenusmuce, 4To JIait TuH He
obmanyn ero, u FOub Kodait meiicTBUTENLHO ObliIa B TOPSIAKE, OH HaKOHEI 3arOBOPUII:

— Papa, uTo ¢ ToO0¥ BCé B mopsiake. [Ipoctu, 2Kodaii, 9T0 51 TeOst BTSIHYI B 3TO.

— Yo 3a raynoctu! ITocMoTpu Ha cebsi, MPOIIIO y2Ke TPY OHS, a PAHHI Ha JIKIIe BCE eIlé He 3aXKUIH.
Ha Teme, HaBepHOE, TOXE?



T'oBops ato, KOub 2Kodaii cHoBa 3amnakana. ®au CroaHb OBIT KPacuB, 3TO ObLT0O HeCOMHEHHO. Ho ero
TTpeKpacHoe JIUII0 GBITI0 H3YPO0BAaHO PaHaMM, YTO BEI3BIBAI0 6€CKOHEUHYI0 607b. BaH CuHb, 3TOT
Mep3aBell, HeHCTBUTENTbHO 3aCIyKUI CMEPTH.

— Xa-xa... He nmaub. Bc€ yxKe B mopsigke.

B3sB candeTky, KoTopyio nogain emy Mub Xao, ®3H CroaHb HAaKJIOHUJICS U BHITED €€ CIIE3HL.
2KeHIMHEL IeHCTBUTEILHO CAeIaHbl U3 Bogwl. B 00rryHO0e BpeMst FOub 2Kodait Orlta cCUIbHOM U
yBepeHHOM, KaK MyK4YHuHa, HO ceiyac... Eif JeliCTBUTENIbHO HYyKeH OBUT KTO-TO, KTO OBl €€ 3allluIiai U
3aboruncs.

— ToI emté roopuins! I[TocMOoTpH Ha 3TO NHIIO, TOe TYT BCE B nopsaake? ®sx CoaHb, BIPEOb Be3e
Oepu ¢ co0o¥ 0XpaHHUKOB. HUKAKKUX OOJIBIE TaKUX IIPOUCIIECTBUM.

Cné3ssl BUCEH Ha €€ PeCHUIIAX, a PyKa KOCHYIaCh ero JIUIla, Ha KOTOPOM eIllé 0CTaBaJIuCh CIEOHl PaH.
Eé ronoc 6wt mosion 6omu. Ecnu ObI He 0H, OHa OB HEe ITOCTPafaja Tak CUIIBHO.

— 3Halo, 3Hato. Trl MpsAMO Kak JIa TuH, BCEé BpeMs BOPUMIIL. ...
— Te1, 4EPT BO3bMH, €IIIE€ CMEEIIb KaJ0BaThCS Ha MO0 601TOBHIO? Thl cOBCceM oOHAresn?

EnBa oH ycmes moxanoBaThCs Ha KOT0-TO, KakK TOT CaMblil YeJI0BEK MOSIBUIICS B ABepsix. ®au CioaHb
UTPUBO BEICYHYJI I3BIK U, TOBEPHYBIIKUCH, IOCMOTPEJI Ha TPYIIY BIUSTEIBHEIX MOJIOABIX JIIOMEH,
KOTOpBIe BOIIIY B IajnaTy, C IyKaBoil yILIOKOM CKa3a:

— KoHeuHO HeT, MHE 3TO [aXe IPUSITHO.

— Tot MHe TYT He BpHu. KT0 pa3pemm Tebe ciofa TpUX0omuTh? TH 4TO, HE XOUYeIllb BHI3TOPOBETH?
He B cuitax yCcTOSTh IIepe[ ero MUILIMU yIOBKaM#, JIai TuH ce Ha guBaH ¥ MaxXHYJ PYKOM:

— Wpu cioma, s Tebs1 00HUMY.

BenukosenHbIl MOMEIINK, He IIpaBia Jii? Bce MpuCyTCTBYIOIIKE He MOTJIM ciepXkKaTh cMexa. ®aH
CroaHb C OTYasSTHMEM 3aKaTHJI Ijla3a, HO He ITOCMeJT OCIIYIIAThCS, IOKOPHO MOJOMAS K HEMY.

— Hu Ha cekyHOy Henb3s paccinabuThCs. S BCero NMUIllb BHILIEN HEHAHOJIr0, a TH yXKe TYT IIJIAEIIbCs.

HecMoTps Ha CBOE BOpYaHUe, eT0 PYKU OBUIM HEXKHBEL ¥ OCTOPOXKHEL. JI9#1 TUH ¢ poXneHus ObLI
cMeJiee OPyrux U HU4Yero He Oosscs. [Jaxe reHepasn Baub YaHcu, eUHCTBEHHBIM, KTO MOT €T0
YCMUPUTH, €CJIU €TI0 Pa303JIUTh, He MOT C HUM CIIPAaBUTHCS.

Ho B aToT pas, korga ®3u CioaHb OpOCUIICS K HeMY B O0BATHS U 3aphifall, OH JelCTBUTENILHO
ucmyrancs. XoTs BCE yxKe 3aK0OH4YUNI0Ch, 1 ®3H CroaHb BEPHYJICS K CBOEMY OOBIYHOMY CIIOKOMHOMY U
IIOCJIYIIHOMY COCTOSIHMIO, HO faxe caM ®sx CroaHb He 3HaJI, YTO KaXXOyl0 HOYb €70 My4YUJIU
KommMapsl. Kaxnsiii pa3 JIaii TUH OO0 ¥ OCTOPOKHO YCIIOKauBasl ero, 4ToObl OH CHOBA MOT YCHYTb.
Iymast 06 3TOM, OH He MOT IT03BOJIUTH cebe 3MUTHCS.

— Xa-xa... [IpocTo crano cky4yHo. B crmemytouuit pa3 He 6yny.

O6usB ero 3a meto, ®an CloaHb W30 BCEX CHUJI CTapasics ObITh MUJIBIM. B yTO/Ke ero pTa MeIbKHYI
UTPHUBBIM SI3BIK, KOTOPBEIM HUKTO HE 3aMETHII.

— Yto? ThI, 4EPT BO3bMH, €ILI€ CMEEIIb HaIeIThCS Ha CIIeAyIOI pa3?



— Her, HeT, KTO cKa3as o clefyolleM pa3e? 4 ero yHuuToxy. He 371Ch, CTapUKOM CTaHEIIIb.
— YTo TH cKa3amn?

I'maza JIai THA pacIIuPUIKCE OT IPOCTH. YEPT mobepH, OH IMOCMeI Ha3BaTh ero cTaphiM? Becero
JIALIb Ha BOCEMB JIET CTaplile, pa3Be 3TO CTapOCTh?

— YT0 9 cKas3an?
®3H CroaHb ¢ HegoyMeHueM MOPray/. OH OelCTBUTENILHO He ITOHMMaJl, Ha 4To 3nuTcs JIau Tus.
— Xa-xa...

Hab6mromas 3a ux B3auMopeicTBueM, 113ssH BaHbTA0 U OBOE APYTHX, CIELHATbHO MPUIIEOIINX
HaBECTUTh UX, IOKATUIIUChL CO cMeXy Ha guBaHe. FOHb 2Kodasii, Uub Xao 1 gpyrue He CMesIuCh
CIIMIIIKOM SIBHO, HO 10 MX MCKaXKEHHBIM JIUIlaM OBIJIO BUMHO, KaK CUIIbHO OHHU COEPXKUBAJIA CMEX. DTOT
JIati TuH “HOTrHA GBI TPOCTO HEBLIHOCKM!

— Hap yeMm BeI cMeeTech? CKaxy, T'Ie S CTaphlii?

CepouTo B3TNISHYB Ha CBoux Apy3ei, JIat TuH He orcTtaBan ot ®au CroaHs, TpeOys o0bsicHeHu. OH
He XBaCTaJICs, HO 110 BHEIITHOCTU U QUType OH ObLJI OMHUM M3 JIYYIINX B KPYTY 30JI0TOM MOJIOHEXKHI
cronuubl. I'me oH Obin cTapbiM? CerogHs OH OOJIZKEeH OB IIOJTyYUTh OTBET, MHA4Ye OH OBl ero
pa3opaar.

— A? Xa-xa...

Hemnoro 3amenrkaBinucek, ®an Cioanb HaKOHeI paccMmesiics. YepT mobepu, 4To 3TO 3a epyHAa? OH
IIPOCTO IIYTHUJI, @ OH BOCIIPUHSJI 3TO BCEPHE?

— He cmMmelics, ckaxu, rie g CTaphii?

B aTor MmoMmeHT JIait Tun OblJT Kak peOEHOK, Tpebyiomuii KoHdeTy, 3acTaBnsis ®an CioaHs OaTh eMy
OTBET. ITO 3aCTaBHUJIO BCeX CMeSThCA ellé Oonblie, naxe FOHL 2Kodait u opyrue He MOTIN
crepxkaThCs. 3aYeM OH TaK CePhE3HO K 3TOMY OTHOCHTCS?

— KxM-kxM... [laBait 1 TOCMOTPIO.

Bupst, 4TO cuTyalus BOT-BOT BhIMET U3-1107 KOHTPOsA, ®3H CloaHb IPUTBOPHUIICS CEPbE3HBEIM, B35
€ro JIUI0 B PYKHM ¥ BHUMATEIFHO OCMOTPEJ CO BCEX CTOPOH, a 3aTEM CKa3all:

— Kto0 ckazan, uto Ha gans JIsu ctap? 9TO BeMdb...
— O®sH CroaHsb!
— Xa-xa...

CoBo «OsiAsi» CTAJI0 UCKPOW, KOTOpast pa3oxkria rues JIau Tuna. Ero Kpuk efBa He 06PYIIUI BECh
BOEHHBIN TOCIIMTAb. Bce MPUCYTCTBYIOLIME CMESITTUCH 00 60K B XKMBOTE, HE B CHJIaX OCTAHOBUTHCS.
CeropusmauH gsaas JI9# OBUT TPOCTO HEBEIHOCKMO MUJIBIM.

['pynna cMesinach u IyTuia B nanaTe. [lanaTel A1 BEICOKOTIOCTABIEHHBIX JIUL] OBIIA MECTOM, THe
HUKTO He CMeJI UX yCIloKauBaTh. Korga oHM HaKOHEIl YCIIOKOMINCH, 30J10Tast MOJIOAEXKD BEXKIIUBO
nouHTepecoBanach coctosinueM HOub 2Kodaii, HeMHOT0 1000ITaNa U, YBULEB, UTO BPEMS IIOMOIILIIO,



CyH Yaun3s ysen Uub Xao, a 'ao Caocuns u L35H BanbTao Toxe yuuu. @31 CioaHb X0TeN
TIOTOBOPUTH C OpaToM, HO, yBUfEB, uTo JIai Tun Ovin He B nyxe, a FOHBL XKodait octanack 6e3
MIOAAEPKKHY, PELINII OTJIOXKHUThL PA3roBOP U IIOKOPHO ITOcenoBai 3a JIa TUHOM B CBOIO Tanary.
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