— Crou ITa0... ymMonsito, IOBEPh MHE... 5 HE...

B pocko1urHo 06cTaBIeHHOYW KOMHATe, IIPOMKUTaHHOM CTOMKKM 3allaxOM CTPacTH, MyXK4YnHa
HEBEPOSITHOM KPacCOTH, HO B TO JKe BPeMs XPYNKHY U 0€CIIOMOIIHEIH, CO Clle3aMU Ha Tla3ax
YXBaTUJICA 3a Kpau OfeXKAbl APYroro MyK4YUHEL. Ha Opyrou cTopoHe KpoBaTH, 3aKyTaHHAas B
IIeJIKOBYIO MIPOCTHIHIO, IBHO OOHaXKeHHas KeHIMHA ApoxKasla, MPUKaBIIKUCh K MPaUHOMY MYyXKUMHE.
B KOMHaTe, TOMUMO IIJIaUyIIKAX MOJIbO MyKYUHEL, He ObLIO IPYTUX 3BYKOB.

Pa3parncst 3BOHKHUH XJIOIOK.

B oTBeT Ha ero xkankue npockbrl Cioi [[laouHbL paBHOAYIIHO MOHSJICS U C CYyXUM 3BYKOM OTIIBHIPHYII
ero pyky. ®sn CrooaHs, IIJIaUyIIUK U YMOJISIOIIUY, HAa MTHOBEHUE 3aMep, YyYBCTBYS, KakK Cepale
KaMHeM nafaeT B 6e3nHy. Ha ry0ax mosBuaach ropbkas ycMeika. KoHeuHO, KTo Obl cTasnm 3a00TUTHCS
0 ero XKu3Hu? B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OH OBIJ BCETO JIUIIL UTPYIIKON B PyKax 9TUX BIUATEIBHBIX MOJIOIBIX
rocmnof. A Temneps...

Pyku o 60kaM CymOPOKHO CXKaJKCh, HO OH He MOT CMUPHUThLCA. [HecaTs neT. OH crnenoBan 3a Cioi
[I[TaouHEM IETEIX AECATH JIET, C BOCEMHAAIIATH [I0 CETORHSAIIHero nHs. OH fenan Bce, 4YTO TOT
IIpUKa3bIBajl, faXke eCcId 3TO pa3pkiBasio eMy cepate. [laxke eciau eMy IPUXOOUIOCh Pa3BlIeKaTh ero
npy3ei unu cob1a3HATh ero BparoB, OH BCe PABHO Aesialt 3T0. [loToMy 4To... oH mobun ero. JlxoOumn
0e33aBeTHO BCE 3TU OeCHATh JIeT.

— Cwou Iao...

C nocnenHey HafeXaoW OH MOMHS TOJIOBY, 0OTOPOCUB BCIO TOPAOCTD, JIUIIb ObI TOTYYUTH XOTh KaIlIio
moBepus B ero riasax. OH OblJT HACTOIBKO YHUXKEH, YTO 3TO OBITI0 HEBEIHOCUMO.

— Mw... BosnwHo...

— THl ellle MOHUMaeIb, 4YTO Takoe 607b? ®aH CioaHb, KTO fas Tebe Takylo HarjaoCTh, YTOOH ITOCMETH
TporaTh HeBecTy JIau [lao? A?

Ero ocTpsIii mog6opoaoK Obln pe3ko cxBaueH, ¥ ®9H CoaHb MHCTUHKTUBHO BCKPUKHYT 0T 60iu. Cioi
[ITaouns Gosblle He BHITISAAEIN paBHOOYLIIHEIM. Ero pyka cxkasa nog06opomok ®au CroaHs, ¥ OH
IPUABUHYJICS K HEMY C MpPayHbIM BRIpakKe€HUEM JIulla. YTHeTawIas aTMocdepa oKyTaa ux. [masa
®sH CroaHs, TOJIBKO YTO IMPOCOXIIKE OT CJie3, CHOBa HAOMHUNKUCDH BIarou. Ero cTpoiiHoe,
oOHaXXeHHOe TeJI0 APOKaJio OT CTPaxa. B romoBe MenbKald KPOBaBLIe CIIeHEL. Bce, KTO KOTa-To
IIepPeynsI ITUM MOJIOOBIM I'OCIIOlaM, UCYe3alld, ¥ uX Cyab0a Obllla Hen30exKHOM — XKU3Hb XYKe
CMEPTH.

O=H 6osncsi. OH medCTBUTENBHO 00sICs. [IJ1s 3TUX MOJIOOBIX TOCIION He CYIIeCTBOBaIO 3aKOHOB. Ecnu
KTO-TO He ITOAYUHSAJICA UX BOJIE, OHU NOBOLUJIX €r0 IO IOJIyCMEPTHU. A Telleph OH COBEPLIUI
HETIPOCTUTENbHYIO OUIMOKYy — «M3HaCUI0BaI» HeBecTy JIaH Ilao. Ho...

— Mw... Croii [lTao, g He genasn 3TOro, mpasaa...

Ero B3rmsig ctaHoBuics Bce 6onee 3moBemuM, U o CroaHb C TPYZOM MOT TOBOPHUTE. B3rmsn
ciny4auHo ynan Ha JIait TuHa, KOTOPHIM [epxKa XKeHIMUHY B 00bATHAX. HETIOHATHO OTKyZ#a
B3SBIIIASICS CHJIa 3aCTaBUlIa ero OTToNKHYTh Cioii [llaonHs 1, o0HaXKEeHHBIH, TOANoN3TH K JIa# Tuny,
CXBaTHUBIIKUCH 3a Kpal ero OJexKhl.

— JIsu [llao, 1 He HacusoBal ee, IpaBaa, IOBEPh MHE, YMOJIAI0... YMOJISFI...



JIs#t TWH KOTHa-TO TOBOPHII, YTO YV HEro IJIOXO0M XapaKTep, HO eCyIy OH OyaeT CIymaThCs, To JIai Tux
OymeT K HeMy noOp. Temeps OH GBI €T0 €QUHCTBEHHOM HalleXkKmoi. ECIIu TOJIBKO OH IIOBEPUT eMY, Y
Hero elre OyIeT IIaHC BHIXKUTD.

I'nyxou ymap.
— MM...

JIau TuH, He 3aAyMbIBasICh, yOapuil ero Horou. Xpynkoe teno @3 CroaHs MIHOBEHHO OTJIETENIO U C
TJIyXUM CTYKOM yAapuio o mojy. OH 0onbllle He MOT YMOJSATh, CBEPHYBIINCH KaTadlMKOM U KPEIIKO
cXKuMas Ipynb, KOTOpas CKuMasach B cria3Max. KpoBb Tekna u3o pra. Kpome 601y, oH Gomblie
HU4Yero He YyBCTBOBaJI. B3rysf, 3aTyMaHeHHHIN Clle3aMy, CTaHOBUJICSA BCe 00jiee PacIIbIBYaThIM,
IIOCTETIeHHO Tepss QOKYC.

— ®sn CloaHb, KpOMe CBOEM KPacOoTH, 4To y Te0st ecTh? He cMel KpudaTh O HEBUHOBHOCTH, THl HE
3aCIyKuBaellb 3TOr0, IOHNMAEIIh?

[TopxBaTUB XKEHIMHY, 3aBEPHYTYIO B ofesiio, JIsu Tul nogomen K @38 CroaHIo U, TS0 Ha HETO
CBepXYy BHHU3, UCITyCKaJl BOJIHK HEHaBUCTU. Ecu OBl HE TO, UTO OH KOTI'7Ia-TO OBIJI C HUM, OH OHI yKe
IaBHO 3aCTPEIUI er0. ITOT IPOKIATHN MyK4YMHA OCMEJIUIICS JOBECTU UX [0 TAKOro coCcTossHuSA. OH
OBLI 2XeCTOK!

— Oii, JIsnt TuH, TH TaK IPOCTO OTIYCTUILIb 3TO?

Hab6miopmas, kak JIsit TuH yxoguT mmpokuM maroM, CyH UYsH1zs, Li3su BanbsTao u 'ao CsiocuHb
HEBOJIbHO TIOCIIefoBay 3a HUM. KTo Tako JIst Tur? OH ObLT HAClIeOHBIM IPUHIIEM CPenu
CTOJIMYHOM MOJIOMIEKH, C HETCTBA U3BECTHHIN KaK MaJleHbKUM THPaH. Termeps ero HEBECTY
M3HACHJIOBaIH. XOTs, KOHEUHO, OH He 0c000 3aboTuncs o Csiocsio. Ho Bce xe, OH ObIJI CITHIIKOM
BEJIMKOYIIEeH, YTOOH! TaK IMIPOCTO OTIYCTUTH 3TO.

Tpoe, BeIOEKaBIIIME BCIIe[ 3a HUM, HEBOJILHO ITOMHSIJIM T'Ia3a K HOYHOMY HeOy. Heyxemnu ceromHs
JIyHa BCTaJla C 3amnafga?

KomHaTa, KoTOpas ellle HegaBHO Oblla HAIlOJIHEeHA XXKU3HBIO, TEIepPhb OIyCTea, 3a UCKITIoYeHueM ®aH
CroaHs, cBepHyBILIerocs Ha nony, ¥ Croi lllaorHs, KOTOPEIY BCe ellle CTOs Y KpoBaTU. OH CIIblIlal
cnoBa JIa#t TuHa, ¥ Ha Ty0ax MOSIBUIACh FOpbKas ycMelnka. CMEITHO, YTO OH CUMUTAJl eT0 CBOUM
crracutesneM. Ecnu 651 JIatt TuH medcTBUTENBHO 3a00THIICS 0 HEM, pa3Be Obl OH BCe 3THU T'OMIHI
Habmogan, Kak Ciou [[laovHb U3MeBaeTCsA HaJl HUM, KaK OH TOIKAET ero B O0BATUS OMHOTO MYKUYMHEI
3a apyrum?

Ha crieHe 9TUX MOJIOMBIX TOCIOM, Kak Obl 3HaMeHUT Hu 071 ®3H CioaHb, CKOIBKO OBl TOKIIOHHUKOB Y
Hero HY ObLI0, OH OBbIJT BCETO JIUIIb WX UTPYIIKOU. [[JI HUX €ro Tejo, YyBCTBa U fJaxKe TOPIOCTh MOTJIX
OBITH KyIIJIEHH 3a feHbr'u. OHU He 3aclyKHBaIu Hu4Ybei 3a60Th!!

— Xe-xe, 51 TOJIBKO CETOMHS TIOHSI, YTO ThI Jitobuts JIsi Tuna. Hemmoxo# Bei6op. Bracts JIsit TuHa
INEeNCTBUTEIHLHO MOXKET BHYIIATh CTPax Aaxe MHe. ®3H CioaHb, 1 HEIOOUeHU Te0s.

Ero yxe mocuHeBImuii mog0oponok cHoBa 0wl rpy6o cxBaueH. Cioit [IlaouHb, KOTOPHIY y2Ke IIPUCET
IIepen HUM, CMOTPEN Ha Hero ¢ HaCMeMKou 1 npe3penueM. OsH Ci0aHb U30 BCEX CHUII IIBITANICS
COCpPEeNOTOYUTH B3TJIAM, YTOOH CKa3aTh €My, YTO C CAMOI'0 Hayasia OH JII00MII TOJIBKO ero ogHoro. Ho
Tymasi 601k B TPYOM He JaBaja eMy miaHca. Kak TOTbKO OH OTKPBIBAJI POT, KPOBB IIPOMOIXKAJIA TEYb.

— Her... aT0 He 4...



[MTouyTy “3pacxomoBaB Bce cBou cuibl, ®aH CioaHb C TPYIOM IIPOU3HEC 3TH CJI0BA. [0 CUX IO OH
HaMesJICs, YTO 3TOT MyKYHMHA MTOBEPUT eMy. Ho B cleqyioIyio CeKyHIy OH Pa3pyILIul BCe ero
HaOeXKIbL.

— KonHeuHo, s 3Hal0, YTO 3TO HE THI.

B otnmuuue ot mpembigyiiei HacMetnku, Cioi [IlaonHp mpubIU3UIICS K €r0 YXy U IPOU3HEC KaXKIoe
CJIOBO YETKO:

— Xouers 3HaTh moyemy? [ToToMy 4TO 3TO0 5 mepecmnan ¢ Cs0cs0, a TOTOM moACTaBu Te0s. TH,
IpofaxkKHas IUTI0Xa, AyMaelllb, Thl KMeelllb TpaBo TporaTh Csocs0?

Fpom...

CrnoBHO ropa ob6pymunach, ®ax CioaHb IIIMPOKO PACKPHII I1a3a, He Bepsi TOMY, UTO CIIBIIIIAIL.
[Touemy? IToueMy OH Tak ITOCTYIIUI C HUM?

— B mo0oM cnydae, TH YMpEIIb, TakK 4TO 51 JaM Tebe YMepeTh C MoOHUMaHueM. Tebe He HYKHO, YTOOH
sl TOBOPHJI, TH ¥ caM 3Haelb, CsS0Cs50 — Hallla AparoiueHHocTh. C JeTcTBa OHa Oblla eIUHCTBEHHON
IIPUHIIECCOM B HAIlleM 3JIMTHOM KBapTase. Ho oHa mo6uina Tonbko JIs# Tuna. [Touemy? Ilo
IIPOUCXOXKIEHNUIO, BHEIITHOCTH, CIIOCOOHOCTSIM SI HH B UeM He yCTyIalo eMy. [loyeMy oHa cMOTpena
TONMbKO Ha JIa#t Tuna? [laxe ecnu oH He obpalllan Ha Hee BHUMaHUsI, OHa BCe PaBHO JTI00uIIa €ro [0
Oe3ymus. d He MOT CMUPUTHCS C 9TUM. [IpuHIlecca, TaKas ropgas, Takas yncTad? f XoTes 3amnsiTHaTh
ee, 4TOOBI OHa OObIlle HE MOTJIa CMOTPETh B ryta3a JIsu Tuny. ®au CioaHb, S HeHCTBUTEIHHO TeOS
mio6uit. Tel Kpacus, y Tebs xopoimas Gurypa, Thl MOCTyUIHbA. Ho, K COXKaleHuo, Tl He CMOT
3aBoeBaTh cepplle JIai Tuna. Ecnu OBl TH 3aCTaBUII €0 BIIOOUTHLCS B Te0SI, Jaxke PacTOPTHYTh
TIOMOJIBKY pafy Tebsi, BO3MOXKHO, 1 ObI HE YCTPOUJI CETONHSIIHUM ClIeKTakK/b. Bunu cebs. B
cnenymwoller xXKu3Hu 6ynb yMHee ¥ HUKorAa OoJIbllle He Tonafaiics HaM Ha My TH.

JTi060Bb Cioli [ITaouns Ovina 6e3yMHOM U ofepKKUMoM. CKa3aB 3TO, OH PE3KO OTTOJIKHYJI €70 U BCTall,
mocTaBas BjlaxHbIe cayiheTKH, 4YTOOH BEITEPETh PyKU. ET0 nuIl0, paHee 3710Belee, TOCTEIIEHHO
BEPHYJIOCH K OOBIYHOMY BHIPazKeHUI0 «yibi0atomerocs turpa». A ®su Cioanb Ovi1 B moke. OH gaxe
IIPeCTaBUTh He MOT, YTO IIpaBaa Oblyla Tako#. Bob B Teje, Ka3anoch, HCYe3jia B OMHO MIHOBEHUE,
HO JIpyTasi, B THICSYY pPa3 CUJIbHee, IOTJIOTUIa ero. PaHee OeCIIOMOIIIHbIE PYKYU CXKAIUCh B KYJIaKH,
3yOBI OBLIM CTUCHYTHI TaK, YTO, Ka3ajoch, ceryac pa3apobsitcsi. OH He MOT CMUPUTLCS C TEM, UYTO
OKa3aJiCs B TaKOU CUTYallUU...

— 4 HeHaBUXYy TEbs!

M3 mocmemHUX CHJI OH MOTHSIJICS, eT0 KPaCHBOe, TOYTH KEeHCTBEHHOE JIUI0 OBIJIO HAIllOJTHEHO SPOCTHI0
¥ HeHaBUCTHI0. Ectu OBl OH MOT, OH ITPOKJISi ObI €10, YTOOBl TOT HUKOTHA He mosyun JIud Csgocsio u
BEYHO XUJI B 0€3yMUU U 3aBUCTH.

Ero mar, yXe 1o4TH 3a IIOpOroM, Ha MrHOBeHUe 3amenuics. Cioi [llaonHs He 06epHYJICS, HO Ha
ry0ax mosiBuiIach npe3puTesbHas ycMelrka. HeHaBucts? MHoOrue ero HeHaBupenu. Eie oguH He
crenaeT IMOTOMHI.

— Ycrpanwure ero!
9TH cnoBa 6b1u afppecoBanbl He @91 Ci0aHIO, a TEJIOXPAHUTEIM 3a JBEPHIO.

['poxHyn BEICTpEII.
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