3a 9TOT MecCs1] OH COBEPIINITI HECKOJIBKO ITPOPEIBOB, U TEIIEPHh €TI0 CHJIda OJOCTHUIJIA ITMKa YPOBHA
KOpOJ’Iﬂ Meua. CKOpOCTB €ro mporpecca youBuila JaxKe ero CaMoro.

OmHako [Jist Hero 3TO OBINIO JIUINE XOPOLIEH HOBOCTBIO. BEICTPEIM POCT CHUITH HE UMEJT HUKAKUX
no6o4HbIX 3¢ (HeKToB, mosToMy JIyH Ao He BUfeN IPUUMH A1 OECIIOKOHCTBa.

Cero TeKy'H.Ieﬁ MOIIBIO0 OH OaXe MOTI' CPa3UThCA C MaCTEPOM YPOBHS I/IMHepaTopa Meua.

HpOHOJ’I}KaTb 0CTaBaThCs 3Mech 00JIbIlle He KMEJIO CMBICIIA. HYXOBHBIG KaMHHU OH HE 3apa6aTbIBaH, a
€ro YPOBEHE BPAL JIM MOT IIOOHATLECA B Onuxkaiinee BpeMsi.

[Toxoxe, mopa yxomguTh. JIyH Ao oCTyYas 110 CTOJy ¥ BCTall.
— Crapuxk JIu, FOiicioaHb, BBl HAKOHEI[-TO MPUOLIIHA, — CTAaPHUK BRITJISAEI B3BOJTHOBAHHBIM.

— Jlemymka I's, cectpa bu Illy#, u3BuMHUTE, YTO 3aCTABUIM BaC BOJTHOBATHCS, — IIPOM3HECTIA
[eByIlKa JIeT NATHAALATH-IIeCTHaAIlaTH.

Ona 6rblna ofieTa B 6esoe, ee JUII0 OBIJIO YUCTHIM U HEXKHHBIM, a Ha rybax urpasna jgerkas ynbioka. OHa
Ka3ajaach OYeHb MATKOU U MPUATHOMU.

— ['maBHOe, 4TO BHI B TTOPSIZIKE, TJIaBHOE, UTO B IOpsigKe. [aBaiiTe 3aiifleM BHYTpPb, — CTapUK,
Ka3aJi0Ch, 00/IerYeHHO B3MOXHYJI, ¥ €T0 TPEBOXKHOE BHIPAKEHUE CMSITYUIIOCE.

— Kak pena, crapuk I's? — Kak TObKO OHU cely, CTapuK, KOTOPOTO Ha3klBanu JIu, cpaldy ke
CIIPOCHIIL.

— Crapuk Jlu, Hama cuTyanusa BaMm u3BecTHa. ['opox LIMHBIOHE — 3TO IJIyIllb, U BCE, KTO MOT
nepeceyb OTHEHHBI JIEC, yKe yeXalu, — CTapuk ['s, cenaB IJI0TOK 4asi, Me[JIEHHO [IPOU3HEC.

— Toi ipaB, — oTBeT JIu He pa3oyapoBasl CTapuKa, BUOUMO, OH ¥ He 03KU[aJl MHOTOTO.

— Opnako HemgaBHO B ['opop LIMHBIOHL TPUOLLT I0HOIIA, KOTOPHIM, KaK MHE KaXKeTCsI, COOTBETCTBYET
BalllM TPeOOBaHUSM, — TIIsSOs Ha JIu, cTapuk I's HecmemHo cKa3arll.

— O, ¥ TaKo¥ 4YeJloBeK CyllecTByeT? — JIu sIBHO OBLI YOUBIIEH.
— Ia, — crapuk ['s KuBHYJ U paccka3sai o JIyH Ao.

— Tl cyuTaels, YTO C HUM €CTh MOTYIECTBEHHBIY IIOKPOBUTENIL? — BHICIIyIIaB Apyra, JIu
3alyM4Y1BO NIPOU3HEC.

— Jla, ecny HAHSTh 3TOTO IOHOIIY, TO 3TO OYOET PaBHOCUJIBHO HaliMy €ro MMOKPOBUTEJS, — CKa3al
cTapuk I's.

— To ipaB. Ecnu 10HOIIIa OKaXKeTCs B OIIaCHOCTH, €r0 IIOKPOBUTEIIL TOYHO HE OCTAHETCS B CTOPOHE.
Taxk roe xe cemyac 3T0T oHoma? — JIu 3a6eCIoKouIcs.

— He cnemmu, s cediyac Halify ero, — yABIOHYJCS cTapuk 3.
— Crapuk, g npuiiesn K Tebe, — 13-3a IBEPU Pa3masics ClierKa XOJOTHbIHM T0I0C.

— Xa-xa, MoxoxKe, KCKATh €r0 He MPUOETCS, OH caM MPHUIIeSl, — CTapHUK ['9 BCTAJ C y/ILIOKOM.,



— Tw1 mpuien, — crapuk ['s npuseTcTBOBas JIyH Ao.

— V Tebst rocTu? — JIyH Ao ornsigesn IPUCYTCTBYIOMINX.

— 910 Te, 0 KoM 51 Tebe TOBOPUJI, — yNBIOHYNICS CTapukK ['3.
— O, — Jlyn Ao npuinypurics.

— Memns 30ByT LI361 FOticioans, s 3aKa3yvuk. [Iymalo, memyIka ' yxKe pacckasan Tebe 0 3aflaHuH,
TaK 4TO 51 He OyMmy IOBTOPSATHCS.

— Bosnarpaxpaenue — 10 000 BeICIIMX OyXOBHBEIX KaMHeU. 4 3amiady MOJIOBUHY aBaHCOM, a
OCTaJIbHOE — 110 IpuOBITHY B AKameMuto IIIaHauH.

IeByirka cMoTpena Ha JIyH Ao ¢ 1erkKuM JTi0060nbITCTBOM. XOTSI OHA y2Ke CIIbIIaa OT OedyIKu I's o
BHEITHOCTY I0HOIIN, OHa 3Hajla, YTO B 3TOM MUpPE CyLIeCTBYyeT OPOHS, cHelaHHas U3 0co00ro
MeTaJsljla, KOTopas yBeIn4YuBaeT 3alUTy, He OrpaHNYMBas OBUXKEHUS.

[ToaToMy, KOT{la OHHU yCIIBIIIaIM OT CTapuKa ['3, YTO I0HOIIIa HOCUT [OCIIeXH, 3TO He II0Ka3ajI0Ch UM
CTPAHHBIM.

Ho xorga onu yBupenu JIyH Ao, TO TIOHSIN, YTO OH HOCHUJI He OPOHIO U3 PEOKOr0 MeTassa, a
HACTOSIIME MOCIEeXH.

He oOpaiasi BHUMaHUS Ha B3TJIAOE OKPYKaIOUMX — JII000NEITHEE, U3y4Yalolie, COMHeBAIOIUecs —
JIyH Ao cen ¥ MOBEpPHYJICA K CTApuKy ['a.

— 4 yxe roBopur, 4To TeOS UHTEPECYET He MOS CHUJIA.
— [ToaToMy, Ipexkfe YeM IPUHSATE 3aJjaHue, I X04y 3HaTh, KAKOBA Ballla MICTUHHAS LIeJTb.

— Wnaue MHe OymeT HEKOM(OPTHO, HEe TaK JTU? — B CJIeTKa MPUILTYPEeHHBIX I'na3ax JIyH Ao yuTanach
JefisiHas XOIOOHOCTb.

Crapuk ['s B3gporuy. 3a Mecsi] o0IIeHUs: OH XOPOIIO0 U3Y4HI XapakTep oHommM. OH HU 3@ 4TO He
MOT TIPU3HATHCS B TOM, UTO MCII0/Ih30Ball €ro, Tak Kak He OB yBepeH, Kak JIyH Ao oTpearupyer.

JIyH Ao He cTaJl TOPONIUTH CTapuKa, CIIOKOMHO OXUas, KOrfa TOT PELIUTCA CKa3aTh IIpaBay.
Tyk-TyK! 3BYK IasiblieB, CTyYalllUX 110 CTOIY, B THUIIMHE KOMHATHI Ka3ajcs 0COOEHHO TPOMKHM.
Crapuk I's B3gporayn. 9TOT YeTKUI 3BYK CJIOBHO OUJI B €T0 cepplle, Kak GapabaH.

OTKpHIB POT, CTApPHUK BHITIISIAEN KpaliHe 00€CIIOKOEHHBIM.

B 3TOT MOMEHT MOJIOZ0M Y€eJI0BEK PSIOM C OeBYILIKOU, Ka3al0Ch, IOTEPS TePIeHNe U HaXMYPHUJIICH,
cMoTp4 Ha JIyH Ao c Ipe3peHuneM.

— M&I 3auHTEepeCcoBaHH B TBOEM ITOKPOBUTENE, a He B Tebe... — HayaJ OH.
He 3akoHuYUB (pa3y, OH OUYBCTBOBAJ JIEAEHSIIYIO OYIITy aypy, BHE3AMIHO HAMOJIHUBIIYI0 KOMHATY.

I/ICHYI"aBIl[I/ICb, OH IIPOTJIOTHUJI CBOM CJIOBA.



Bce mpucyTcTBYyIOIIME C YOUBIIEHHEM ITIOCMOTPENM Ha I0HOIIY, SIBHO MOPaXKEeHHBIE 9TOM JIedsTHOM
aypomu.

Xa! FOHoII1a yCMexXHYICS.

— Tak BOT B 4YeM [IeJI0, — €r0 T'0JI0C ITPO3BYyYall OMHOBPEMEHHO C KCUE3HOBEHUEM aypHhI, CJIOBHO
HUYEero 1 He OLLIO.

OpHako B 3TOT MOMeHT JIyH Ao B3rJIIHYJI Ha MOJIOOTO YeJI0OBEKa, U B €ro Irjia3ax MeJbKHYI
KPOBaBHIM CBET.

Mornomou 4emoBeK COOPOTHYIJICHA, B €TI0 I'lla3aX IIOABUJICA CTPaX. STOT B3TJISAH IOHOIIIK 3aCTaBUJI €I0
IMOYYBCTBOBATH YI'PO3Yy CMEPTH.

OTOT CTpax UCXOOUI U3 IIIyOUHHI €T0 [YILIH, 3aCTaBIISs €r0 JyMaTh, UTO ecinu JIyH Ao 3aX04eT ero
CMEPTH, TO OH YMpET.

JTa BHe3allHas MBIC/Ib 3aCTaBMIA €T0 TEJIO0 APO02XKaTh, U, XO0TA OH CHHUTAJ 3TO a6cyp;10M, OH HE MOT
KOHTPOJIHUPOBATE CTPAX, MMOJHHUMABIINICS U3 1"J'Iy'6I/IH ero OyIiu.

,]:[eBy'H.IKa, 3aMeTHBIIasA CTPAHHOE IIOBEAEeHKE MOJIOOOTO YEJIOBEKAd, C YOIUBIIEHHUEM IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha
Hero, 3aTeM IIepeBejia B3TJIAO Ha HYH Ao.

Cnerka HaXMYpPHUBIIKCH, OHA, II0X0ZKE, PA3MBIIIJIAJIA, KdK JIYUIIIE€ BEIPA3UTHCA. LIepes MT'HOBEHHE OHa
pacipaBuiia 6pOBI/I 1 3aroBOpPUJIa MATKHUM, IIPUATHBIM I'OJIOCOM.

— V Hac HeT 37bIX HaMepeHwuit. [IpocTo u3-3a Moel TUYHOCTHU IyTh B AKamemuio IlIsHguH OymeT
TIOJIOH OIIaCHOCTEH.

— Mmu IIPOCTO HageeMCs, 4TO B ClIy4dae OIIaCHOCTH TBOU IIOKPOBUTEJIb OKAaXKET HaM IIOMOIIIb.

— KOHeuYHO, MBI 3amlaTUM COOTBETCTBYIOIee BO3HArpaxaeHue. 1 U3BUHSIOCH 38 COKPHITHE TTIPaBabI
U 3a noBegeHue LuH [laHg.

— Hapetocs, 3TO He TTOBNUSIET Ha Hallle COTPYOHUYECTBO. S MCKpeHHe Xxouy paboTaTk ¢ ToOOM, —
OeBYIIKa BCTajla U MOKJIOHUIach JIyH Ao.

Jlyn Ao npuypuscs. YeCTHO roBopsi, OH BOCXUILAJICA 3TOU AeByIIKoU. Cyas 1O ee OfexXae U
MaHepaM, OHa IIPOMCXONNIIa U3 3HAaTHOM CeMbH, HO B HyKHHIM MOMEHT He CTECHS/IaCh CKIIOHUTh
TOJIOBY.

Yronku ero ry6 mpuUIOOHSINCH B yCMEIIKe, U IedsHou royioc JIyH Ao pa3pmascst Haf HUMU:
— JloragKu — 9TO OOHO, HO PEaIbHOCTh YacTo ObIBAET KECTOKOH.

— 4 monxeHn C006HJ,'I/ITB BaM I1€4aJIbHYIO HOBOCThL: 4 BCEIr'0 JIUIIb CTpaHCTBYI-OH_II/Iﬁ KYJIBTHUBATOD, Y
MEHA HET MOT'YIIeCTBEHHOTI'O ITIOKPOBUTEJIA.

— Tak 4To BCe He TakK, KakK BEI ayMaeTe. ¢ He 13 3HATHOM CEMbH UIIH KPYIIHOT'O KJIdHa.

— HOSTOMy 3a MHOM HET HUKAKOr0 IIOKPOBUTETIA. XOTsI MHL 4 He TaK [0JIT0 3HaKOMHI, CTapHUK OOJIZKEH
XOpOoHIIo 3HATh MOM XapPakKTeP: 1 HUKOIr'ma He IIPU3HAl0 TOro, 4YTO KO MHE HE OTHOCHUTCA.

— Yrto? — Bce Oblu mopakeHhl, IOCMOTPEB Ha cTapuka ['3. X0oTs OH He CKa3aJjl HU CJIOBa, €T0
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