KeHIHa HavYasa 00BsICHSTh. XOTSI OHa Obl/Ia HEMHOTO HeJOBOJIbHA IIPEOBIAYIITNM HaTl'JIbIM
IIoBEOEHUEM HYH Ao, HO ee OTHOIIIEHUE U l'IpO(beCCI/IOHaJ'II/ISM OCTaBaJIUCh Ha BBICOTE.

— 4 xouy 3HaTh, KaKue 3alaHus 5 MOT'Y B34Th celidac, — IJIAAS Ha cepeOpSHEBIN KETOH B PYKE,
crpocuna JIyx Ao.

— CeropHs OOCTYIIHEL TOJIBKO 3TU 3afaHusl YPoBHA E, — XeHIIVHA IPOTSAHYIA el CIIUCOK.
B3gs crincox, JIyH Ao HEBOJIBHO CKPUBUIIACH.

IocTaBUThL IMCEMO KOMY-TO, HATH IIOTEPSIHHOE [loMalllHee XKHUBOTHOE... [ 1505 Ha CIIMCOK 3aJaHui,
JIya Ao mouyBCTBOBasIa, KakK Ha 10y Y Hee BEICTYTIUITH JKUJIHL.

He TOBOPA yXKe O TOM, CMO2KET JIK OHa C MX ITOMOIIBIO ITOBEICUTh PAHT HAa€MHHKaA, HO €CIIN OBl OHA
IIBITAaJIaCh 3apa60TaTL Ha 2KM3Hb 3TUMHU IIOPYYEHUAMH, OHaA OBl OAaBHO yMepJia C TOHOJIY!

[ToaTOMy 3TOT CIIMCOK BbI3Ban Yy JIyH Ao Nuillk HefoyMeHne. BMecTo Toro 4ToOBl TPATUThL BPpeEMS Ha
3TU 3afaHusd, ayulle NoUTH B Jlec OTHS U OXOTUTHCS HA Maru4yeCKUx 3BEpeu.

XOTs 3a 9TO HEIb34 BBEIDYYHUTE MHOT'O OYXOBHBIX KaMHel, 9TO OIIpenesIeHHO HaleXKHee, 9YeM IIBITaTbCA
3apa60TaTb Ha 3THUX MeJlo4YaX.

[Tonmoxus cnucok, JIya Ao cobpanach yxoguTb. OHa He coOupanach B CaMOM [iejie BHIIOTHATh 3TU
3aganus. Eil celiuac HyKHHI OBITIA IEHbIH, & He TIOBHIIIIEeHNEe paHTra HaeMHUKa.

— TTomokguTe, He HAIIK MTOOXONSINEro 3aJaHus? — YBUIEB, YTO IOHOIIA COOMPAETCS YXOTUTh,
CTapUK C YIBIOKOY 3aTOBOPHUIL.

I'napsa Ha yneibatomerocs ctapuka, JIyH Ao KMBHYTIa.

— O, BoT Kak! Y MeHs ecTh OIHO 3afaHue, He 3HA0, 3aUHTEPeCcyeT JIi OHO Bac? — CTapHK
IPHUINYPHUIICS, CKPEIBAsI CBOY 9MOIIMH.

— IIa? Kakoe 3aganue? Pacckaxure, — JIyH Ao nopHsisia 6pOBb.

— BoT B ueM meno. {d anTxuMuk, 1 B MOEM HOBOM penenTte Tpe6yeTCH KPOBbE OT'HEHHOTI'O JIbBa B
Ka4YeCTBe€ MHI'PEeJHEeHTa.

— Ecnu BH cMOXKeTe HO6I::IT]':> KPOBbL OTHEHHOT' O JIbBA, 5 IIOBHIILY Balll DaHTI" HAEMHHKa 10 C.

— OpHako BO3HarpaxneHue 4 COOTBETCTBEHHO YMEHBIITY: BCETO IMATHCOT CPEOAHNX NYXOBHEIX KaMHeH,
— B CJIeTrKa IIPUOTKPHITHIX I''Ia3aX CTapUKa YUTaJIUCh PaCYEeTIINBBIE€ MEICIIH.

JIyH Ao crerka HaxMypuiiach. XOTS OHa He 3HaJla, B 4YeM 3aKJ/I04aeTCs Liejlb CTapuKa, OHa
YyBCTBOBaJa, UYTO OH He UMeeT 3JIbIX HaMepeHUH.

HecMmoTpst Ha HESICHOCTh €r0 HaMepPEeHHUH, OHA He CIIMIIKOM 0eCIIOKOMIIACh.

[To xpaiiHel Mepe, 3a 9TO BpeMs OHa He 3aMeTH/Ia MHOXKEeCTBa CHUJIbHEIX OOMUIIOB, ¥, TOJIHKO YTO
npuObIB B 3TH Kpas, BPS[ JIX OHA yXKe CTajla Ybel-To IeJIbIO.

Ho rnaBHO¥M MpUYMHOM OBIJIO TO, YTO YCIIOBUS CTapHUKa ee IpeibCTuIu. [1oBhIIeHNEe paHTa 1
IyXOBHBIE KaMHU — 3TO OBIJIO CIIMIIKOM XOPOIIO, YTOOHI YIIYCTUTD!



[TogymaB 06 aTom, JIyH Ao cka3ana:
— 4 npuHUMaro Ballle 3afaHue.
— Monopno# 4enoBek, MHE HyXHa CBexXas KPOBb, — CTapUK IIPOU3HEC, UMES B BUAY YTO-TO elle.

JIyH Ao npuiypuiack, HO HU4ero He oTBeTusa. [I0BepHyBIIKCh, OHA BhIILIA U3 ['UIbIUM HAEMHUKOB
¥, He OCTaHaBNIMBAsCh HU Ha CEKyHAY, HallpaBUiack npsaMo B Jlec OrHs.

— I'maBa, 4TO OH fenaeT? — XeHIIWHA C YIUBJIEHHEeM MOPTHYIIA.
— Ou ortmpaBwuics B JIec Orus, — ctapuk yoparn ynb0Ky U Cephe3HO0 IIPOU3HEC.

— B Jlec Orusa? On cnumkom umnynbcuBeH! [laxke pagu OBICTPOTO IOBHIIIEHUS PaHTa HE CTOUT Tak
PHUCKOBaTh!

XKenmyHa xoTesa CKa3aTh, YTO OH IIePEOLIeHUTI CBOU CHUIIBL, HO llepefyMaria.
— Wmnynscuen? bu 1y, oH He Tak cnab, Kak Thl gyMaelb. HaCKOJIbKO OH CUJIEH, 51 caM He 3Halo.
CTapuK OpULIYPUIICS, U €r0 MBIC/IM HEBOJIbHO BEPHYIUCH K TOM HOYU TPU OHS Ha3af.

— [ToueMy THI Tak 11030HO? OMO3[anl HaMHOT0 0OJbIlle 0KUAAEMOT0 BDeMEeHY, — B TOJIOCE CTapuKa
3By4YaJl JIETKUU yIIpeK.

— JIGJIYHIKa, IIPOCTUTE, 9YTO 3aCTAaBUII BaC BOJTHOBATHLCA. Ho, gyecTtHO TOBODPA, s 9YThb HE BEPHYJICA, — C
OPO2XKEIO B I'0OJIOCE CKa3all IOHOIIIA.

— Yro cinyuunocs? C rocnoputoM JIu BB HOMXKHE Oblu 6e3 mpobieM mpoiTu yepes Jlec OrHsa, —
CTApUK TIOTJIa[UII IOHOIIIY 110 TOJIOBE.

— Tax u [omXKHO OBIIT0 OKITh, HO ceromHs Jlec OrHs Ben ce0si 0YeHb CTPAHHO, — C HeIOyMeH’eM
CKa3aJl I0HOIIIA.

— Crpanno? Jlec OrHs Bcerpa TakuM 4 Obl1. UTO B HEM CTPAHHOT'0? — YCMEXHYJICS CTapUK.
OH He mpupgan clioBaM IOHOIIM 3HaYEHUs, CUUTas 9TO JETCKOM TPEBOKHOCTHIO.

— JT0 npaBfa, AeAyIlka, — BUAS, UYTO CTAapUK He BOCIIpUHMMAET ero CJI0Ba BCephbes, I0HOIIIa C
TPEBOTOM MIPOIOIKUIL.

— 3HaeTe, IedyliKa, Korjaa Mbl Bomy B Jlec OTHS, MBI HE BCTPETUIN HU OJHOTO Maruieckoro 3Beps.

— Bormee Toro, maxke Korfa MBI BOILIIHU B IIeHTPanbHYI0 30HY Jleca OTHs, MBI HE CTOIKHYIUCEH HU C
KEM.

— Ho 3Haete yT0? Ha nepudepun neca Mbl HaTKHYJIACh Ha CTal0 OTHEHHLIX JIbBOB.

— Ecnu GBI HE TOT I0HOINA, YTO OBIJI C HAMM, MBI OBl TOYHO He BEIOPAIMCh U3 TOTO Jieca, — C
OCTAaTKAaMHM CTpaxa Ha JIUIe CKa3aJl I0HOIIIA.

— THI X04emb CKa3aTh, YTO BH BCTPETHUIIN CTal0 OTHEHHEIX JIBBOB, X BaC CIlaC KaKOH-TO I0HOIa? —
CTApPHK I1049ecal yxo. Tenepb OH IEeUCTBUTEILHO COMHEBAJICS, HE CTaJl TN OH CIIMIIIKOM CTap U He
IMOSABUIINCE JIX Y HETO HpOGHGMH CO CIIyXOM.



— lla, oH OBIIT OelCTBUTEIbHO CUILHBEIM, BHITIISIEN MaXkKe MOJIOXKE MeHs, — JIMI0 IOHOIIIHN BEIPAZKaJlio
HeBepHue, CJIOBHO OH BCIIOMHHAI Ty COEHY, d B I''lTa3aX YU TAJIOCh BOCXUIIIEHHUE.

— Kaxkonu Y HETO YPOBEHDb COBepI.T.IeHCTBOBaHI/IH? — CTApPHK IIOCIIEHIINJI CIIPDOCHUTE, BRITJIAOE]I HEMHOT'O
B3BOJIHOBAHHBIM.

— OH? He 3Hato. OH BCe BpeMs HOCHUJI XKeJIe3HbI Med Ha CIIMHE, U OT HETr0 He UCXOAUJIO HU
MaJieniero KojnebaHus: QyXOBHON CUJIHL.

— Korga Mu BIIEPBEIE YBUOEJIN €TI0, MBI OYMAJIX, YTO Y HETO HET COOCTBEHHOT'0 OyXOBHOI'O Me4a.

— Ho kK10 Mor IMOAyMaTh, 9YTO OH OKAaXKeTCSA TAKUM CHUJIbHBIM. CaMoe TJIaBHOE, YTO Korga OH
CTOJIKHYJICA C OTHEHHBIMHU JIbBAMH, OH UCIIOJIb30BAJI UMEHHO TOT JKeJIe3HBIM MeU, 4TO OBITT 33 CIIMHOM.

— W uMeHHO 3TUM KeJIe3HHIM Me4YOM OH OTIIYT'HYJ CTal0 OTHEHHBIX JIbBOB, OKPYKAaBIIKX HAC.
IenmyIka, BEl, HaBepHOe, TyMaeTe, YTO S HeCy YyIIb!

— Hoga TOBOPIO IIPaBOY. [Tocne 3TOrO maXe KanuTaH IIPU3HAJICA, YTO II0 CHUJIE€ OH HEe YCTYIIAaE€T 3TOMY
IOHOIIIE.

— OpHaKo ecTh OfHA Belllb, KOTOpAsi MHe KaXKeTCs CTPAaHHOM: He MOHUMal0, II0YeMy OH BEIOpa
HOCHUTH TaKue TSXKeJble JOCIeXH, KOTOPhIe IIOYTH He JAl0T 3alIUThl, — Ha JIHIE I0HOIIN YUTAJIOCh
He[oyMeHue.

— Beqnp cyps mmo ero cuie, CiocOOHOM IPOTHATH OTHEHHEIX JIbBOB, HOCHUTh NOCIIEXH GBITIO IIPOCTO
CTPAHHO.

— I'naBa, 0 yeM BH 3aJIYMaJ'[I/ICB? — T'0JIOC KEHIMWHEI IIPEePBaJI BOCIIOMUHAHUA CTaPHUKa.

— Bu IIly#, pa3Be TH He HAXOAUIIIb, YTO TOT I0OHOIIA IIOX0XK Ha TOT0, 0 KOM roBopui KeiT? — ctapuk
YNIBIOHYJICS ¥ MTOXJIONAJ XKEHIIUHY TI0 IIJIeYy.

— Temeps, KOT{ia BE TOBOPUTE 00 9TOM, OH HeHCTBUTEIFHO HEMHOI'0 II0X0XK, — XKEeHIIMHA HaXMypHia
OpoBH, CTTIOBHO CPABHUBAS UX CXONCTBA.

— Ecnu roBOpUTh YECTHO, €CT OBl He er0 CJIUIITKOM 3aMeTHBIM CTHIIh OfEeK[IH, s1 Obl He 0CMEJTHIIACh
YTBEPXKAaTh, YTO OH U €CTh TOT CaMblii I0HOIIA, 0 KOTOPOM roBopui Keur.

— Ecmu Ob OH [eHCTBUTEIBHO OB TAaK CHJIeH, Kak roBoput Keiit, To F0i CioaHb Moryia Obl B3OXHYTh
c oOJIeryeHueM.

— Bepp Halll ManeHbKUT ropon CIIMIIKOM yOaJieH, CUJIbHBIX 31€Ch U TdK MaAJIO, 1 PEOKO KaKoH
CHUJIbHBIN 606].[ IIpueneT B TaKOe I''tfyX0e MeCTO, — B I'OJIOCE CTapPUKa CJIIBIIAlIacCh 683BICXOJIHOCTB.

— 9710 BepHO. Hagelock, OH IeNCTBUTENILHO TOT, 0 KOM roBoput Ke#T, — BriciymaB ctapuka, bu Illyi
TOXKe IIPUHSJA 03a004eHHEIN BUL.

— JlagHo, ragaTh TyT Oecrone3Ho. Korga oH BepHETCS, OTBET CTaHeT siceH. Korma ToT oHOIIIa
BEPHETCS, IIPOBEIH ero Cpa3y KO MHe, — YIIBIOHYJICS CTapHK.

— Xopot1uo, rinasa, — cornacunacs bu Ilyi.

[Toka oHU TaM rafjanu, sBiasgeTcs nu JIyH Ao TeM caMbIM IOHOIIIEH C XXKeJIe3HBIM MeUOM, OHa yXKe
crynuna B Jlec Oras.



[TpuHuMas 37O 3apmaHue, JIyH Ao 3Hajla, YTO CTapUK MPOBEPSET €€ CUy.

Ho oHa He mpugaBajia 3TOMY 3HaueHus. B KOHIE KOHIIOB, y3HAB €ro I1ejb, OHa CMOXKET
CpearupoBarth.

Bo3moxHo, ceropgus JIyH Ao melCTBUTEIBHO II0BE310. TOIBKO BOWS B LIEHTPa/IbHYIO 30HY Jleca
OrHsd, OHa yBUOeNa OOUHOKOr0 OTHEHHOTO JThBa.

HYH Ao He 3HaJa, YTO OTHEHHEIE JIbBH 110 CBOEH IIpupoge ABJIAIOTCA 3BEPAMU-OUHOYKaAMH, U
nmogymajia, 4TO en IIPOCTO IIOBE3JIO BCTPETUTH OTOMBIIIETOCS OT CTaH.

He koneb6mnsick HU ceKyH[H, JIyH Ao METHYJIa B HETO 3aKJIMHAHKUE «3eMJITHAsE TEMHUIIA», YTOORI
3amepeTs, a 3aTeM BCJef 3a HuM — «JIe[siHyi0 evyaTh».

TOIBKO 4YTO HpOpeBeBU.II/Iﬁ OBaXKIbI OTHEHHHIH JIEB TyT XK€ 3aTux.
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